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Call to Order:

The 2011 Reorganizational meeting of the East Amwell Township Agricultural Advisory
Committee was called to order February 21, 2011 at 8:06p.m. Present were Bill
duFosse, Frances Gavigan, Kit Crisafulli, John Perehinys and Recording Secretary
Christine Rosikiewicz.

In Compliance with the Open Public Meetings Act Christine Rosikiewicz stated that this
was a reorganization meeting, pursuant to the meeting notice published in the
Hunterdon County Democrat. Notice of this meeting was filed in the Township Clerk’s
office, sent to the Hunterdon County Democrat, the Trenton Times and the Star Ledger.
The agenda was posted on the municipal building bulletin board on February 14, 2011.

2011 Reorganization:

Nominations for Committee Chair, Vice Chair and Secretary:

C. Rosikiewicz opened the floor for nominations for Committee Chair.

J. Perehinys nominated Frances Gavigan for Committee Chair. Bill duFosse
seconded the motion. All were in favor; Frances Gavigan was elected Committee
Chair.

B. duFosse nominated Kit Crisafulli for Vice Chair. J. Perehinys seconded the
motion. All were in favor; Kit Crisafulli was elected Vice Chair.

K. Crisafulli nominated Christine Rosikiewicz as secretary. B. duFosse seconded the
motion. All were in favor; Christine Rosikiewicz was appointed Secretary.

Meeting Schedule:

Meetings will be held at 7:30PM on the third Monday of every other month (January,
March, May, July, September and November).

Mission Statement:

Christine Rosikiewicz read the mission statement as follows:

“The East Amwell Agricultural Advisory Committee serves to review and comment on
both local and state legislation that impacts agriculture. In addition, the committee seeks
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to advance those policies, capabilities and resources instrumental to the creation and
sustainability of agriculture in East Amwell.”

J. Perehynis made a motion to approve the mission statement; K. Crisafulli
seconded it. All were in favor; the mission statement was approved.

Goals for 2011:

The following were listed as goals for 2011:

Follow the SADC regarding wind turbines.

To make East Amwell a better place for agriculture.

F. Gavigan asked what makes it hard for agriculture in East Amwell. B. duFosse
responded taxes, especially on preserved land. He noted that taxes are frozen on
preserved land in Pennsylvania.

Announcements:

F. Gavigan announced that the Solar BMP is available for comment for the next fifty-
three days; she will forward it to the committee members upon request. There have been
two commercial filings in East Amwell; Roger Everitt (fifteen acres) and Stahl (ninety-
four and a half acres). F. Gavigan referenced setbacks outlined in AMP and noted that
there were no setbacks in the two filings as they were waived to prevent “islands” of solar
panels. She commented that AMP assumes the land is free from slopes and erosion as it
is in Burlington County. She noted that the East Amwell ordinance is more restrictive
including a ratio of one to five acres for solar panels and various setback requirements. It
was noted that “rite to farm” will not apply to the two applications in East Amwell.

Approval of Minutes:

December 20, 2010 Meeting Minutes: K. Crisafulli made a motion to approve the
meeting minutes; B. duFosse seconded it. All were in favor, the December 20, 2011
meeting minutes were approved with J. Perehynis abstaining.
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Old Business:

Cavalier Farm: This item is on the agenda for the SADC meeting Thursday, February
25th. F. Gavigan reported that the County Historian wrote a letter about the house to the
Freeholders who in response made a motion supporting the upkeep of the Cavalier house.
Discussions with the SADC have included allowing the landowner to construct a home
on one acre. F. Gavigan provided a history of the farm and homes. It was noted by
J. Perehynis that Mr. Cavalier had preserved the property to save the farm and house.
F. Gavigan will attend the SADC meeting.

Wind Turbines: B. duFosse opened a discussion on wind turbines including laws related
to them. Each turbine requires ten to fifteen square feet of space depending on the model.
There are five three foot footings. Turbines are exempt from height restriction; they need
to be higher than the tree lines. Unlike solar panels turbines can be rebuilt; solar panels
last fifteen to twenty years then must be disposed of and new panels installed. The return
on wind turbines is 3.8 years.

Farmland/Open Space Preservation Committee: J. Perehynis reported that there weren’t
any East Amwell properties listed for preservation at the CADB meeting.

F. Gavigan reported that the Drift farm, Zuegners and the Cidermill Rd. property were
preserved. The Drift property will be purchased via bond.

Wertsille Road Bridge Project: F. Gavigan reported that the Wertsville Rd. Bridge E174
project is still on for next year. This bridge will be full weight but there are other bridges
on Wertsville Rd. that will still be restricted.

New Business:

Tree Harvesting Committee: F. Gavigan explained that the Tree Harvesting Ordinance
regulates how many trees can be cleared. It states that if more than five trees are cut down
in a six month period a permit and notification to the township are necessary. The Tree
Harvesting Committee will review applications to cut down trees.

K. Crisafulli nominated J. Perehynis to the Tree Harvesting Committee; B. duFosse
seconded the motion. All were in favor; the motion was passed.

Correspondence:
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There were no comments on any correspondence.

Open to the Public:

J. Perehynis made a motion to open to the public. K. Crisafulli seconded it. All were
in favor, the motion was passed.

As there was no public present K.Crisafuli made a motion to close to the public;
B. duFosse seconded it. All were in favor, the motion was passed.

Adjournment:

There being no further business, a motion was made by B. duFosse and seconded by
K. Crisafulli; it was carried unanimously to adjourn the meeting at 8:57PM.

___________________________________
Christine Rosikiewicz, Recording Secretary


