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Call to Order 

The meeting of the East Amwell Agricultural Advisory Committee was called to order at 7:32 PM by 

Chairwoman Frances Gavigan. The following notice was read by Recording Secretary Scott Bauman: 

“In compliance with the Open Public Meetings Act, this is a regularly scheduled meeting pursuant to 

the annual meeting notice as published in the July 4, 2013 issue of the Hunterdon County Democrat, a 

copy of the agenda for this meeting was forwarded to the Township Clerk’s Office, posted on the 

municipal bulletin board, and faxed to the Hunterdon County Democrat.” 
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Kit Crisafulli  Member & FOSPC Liaison, 12/31/2013  X X    X    X  

William Dufosse  Member, 12/31/2013 X X X   X X  X  X  

Frances Gavigan (Chair)  Member, 12/31/2013 X X X   X X  X  X  

Gail Glashoff (Vice Chair)  Member, 12/31/2013 X X X   X X  X  X  

John Perehinys  Member, 12/31/2013             

Others present on 11/4/13: Committeeman David Wang-Iverson, and Recording Secretary Scott Bauman 

 
Approval of September 16, 2013, Meeting Minutes  

Vice Chairwoman Glashoff made a motion, seconded by Mr. Dufosse to approve the September 19, 2013, 

meeting minutes with the following corrections: 

a. Mr. Perehinys is shown on the 2013 attendance as “present” at the July 1, 2013, meeting while in fact he 

was not in attendance; Mr. Bauman will revise accordingly. 

 

b. Page 1, “Open to the Public”, first paragraph: to end of paragraph add sentence: “The property is on 

Route 31 near Rocktown Road and has previously been used as a tack store and political headquarters.” 

 

The motion was unanimously approved by voice vote with no abstentions. 

 

Open to the Public 

Vice Chairwoman Glashoff made a motion, seconded by Mr. Dufosse to open the meeting to the public.  No 

comments from the public.  On a motion made by Vice Chairwoman Glashoff and seconded by Mr. Dufosse, the 

Committee unanimously approved to close the public portion of the meeting. 

 

Old Business / Updates 

1. AAC Mission Statement.  Chairwoman Gavigan asked if anyone has strong feelings on what we (the 

Committee) should be doing besides what FOSPC is doing; she felt the AAC role could be to raise 

agricultural issues to farmers.  An explanation of farmland assessment and internet links are ways the AAC 

can fulfill a mission statement on raising agricultural issues to farmers.  Past discussions on this outreach 

include developing a yearly calendar to include grant cycle deadlines, agricultural related state-, county-, and 

local meetings. 

 

Chairwoman Gavigan mentioned another mission of beginning discussions on having a closer relationship 

with the Planning Board, such as commenting on the agricultural components of applications (if any) 

scheduled before the Planning Board, or Zoning Board.   
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2. AAC Website Presence.  Chairwoman Gavigan has internet links to add to the township’s website including 

farm lease information, webinar links, SADC links, YouTube videos, links concerning the new rule on-farm 

direct marketing facilities, and farmland assessment forms.  Chairwoman Gavigan commented that the West 

Amwell farmland assessments forms are online. 

 

3. USDA CRP Program Properties.  A brief discussion ensued over properties that are part of the USDA 

Conservation Reserve Program, administered by the Farm Service Agency, but are also farmland assessed.  

Specifically, in exchange for a yearly rental payment, farmers enrolled in the program agree to remove 

environmentally sensitive land from agricultural production and plant species that will improve environmental 

health and quality. Contracts for land enrolled in CRP are 10-15 years in length.  Are these the same 

properties that are enrolled in the farmland assessment program? 

 

4. Agricultural Management Practices for On-Farm Direct Marketing Facilities.  Webinars are now out and 

available that fully explains the new rules. 

 

New Business 

1. Stonybrook Meadows Right-to-Farm Update.  Chairwoman Gavigan reported that in June an Administrative 

Law Judge issued an opinion for SADC consideration.  The judge’s decision granted summary judgment to 

the plaintiff because Stonybrook Meadows was not an operating commercial farm prior to July 2, 1998- they 

did qualify as a “right-to-farm” farm until 2001.  Chairwoman Gavigan further reported that the SADC 

attorneys needed more time before recommending a ruling to the SADC. 

 

2. The State Board of Agriculture is seeking candidates for 2015 Outstanding Young Farmer.  The submission 

deadline for nominations is Jan. 15, 2014.  Nominees must be farm operators, deriving a minimum of two-

thirds of their income from farming and must be between the ages of 21 and 40. 

 

  

Reports 

1. Farmland / Open Space Preservation Committee Report.  Mr. Crisafulli was not present so AAC Recording 

Secretary Scott Bauman, who also is the FOSPC Administrator, told those present that FOSPC met on 

September 9, and the farm-related properties that were discussed were:       

 

A. Perkovich Parcels (Bl 3, Lots 5 & 6) 72 acres 

 Mr. Bauman informed the Committee that this is a SADC direct purchase and that an offer was made 

by the State- it is now up to the owner whether to accept or reject the offer. 

 

B. Hay Parcel (Bl 21, Lot 16.03); Rainbow Road; 24 acres 

 This is a development easement grant application for $361,200 (60% SADC, 20% county, 20% 

municipal contributions).  It was submitted in April 2012 and in May 2013 the SADC approved the 

purchase; the Township Committee approved resolution #64-13 and presently the property owner 

signed contract and returned it to the Freeholders for their consideration.  A survey of the property is 

expected soon and the application is expected to be closed by early 2014. 

 

C. Greenfest 2014 is scheduled for Saturday, April 5, 2014.  FOSPC is seeking ideas and volunteers to assist 

with this year’s planned activities.  Those present discussed the possibility of including farms or one of 

the vineyards in town as part of the program.   
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2. Planning Board Activity Report.  Vice Chairwoman Glashoff reported that the Planning Board approved the 

master plan reexamination report. 

 

3. Chairwoman Gavigan announced that on October 22, the New Jersey Department of Agriculture, New Jersey 

Farm Bureau and Rutgers University’s New Jersey Agricultural Experiment Station co-sponsored an 

informational meeting on the Food Safety Modernization Act (FSMA) for farmers. FSMA, which was passed 

and signed into law in 2011, requires the FDA to propose and adopt food-safety rules and regulations for all 

levels of the food system in the United States and will, for the first time, see FDA inspecting farms as well as 

processing facilities. 

 

Adjournment 

A motion by Vice Chairwoman Glashoff, seconded by Mr. Dufosse to adjourn was unanimously approved by 

voice vote.  The meeting adjourned at 8:45 PM.  The next meeting is scheduled for December 2, 2013, at 7:30 PM 

in the East Amwell Municipal Building. 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 

/s/ Scott Bauman 

___________________________________ 

Scott Bauman, Recording Secretary 

November 29, 2013 

 

 

MOTION TO APPROVE: Bill Dufosse 

MOTION SECONDED BY: Kit Crisafulli 

UNANIMOULSLY APPROVED BY THE COMMITTEE: December 2, 2013 


