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TOWNSHIP OF EAST AMWELL
HUNTERDON COUNTY, NEW JERSEY
ORDINANCE #18-21,

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING SECTION 92-100B(3) AND 92-100B(6)
OF THE CODE OF EAST AMWELL TOWNSHIP
GOVERNING CONDITIONAL USE STANDARDS FOR MAJOR SOLAR OR PHOTOVOLTAIC ENERGY
FACILITIES OR STRUCTURES

WHEREAS, in 2009, the State of New Jersey amended its Municipal Law Use Law to
make solar and photovoltaic energy facilities and structures an “inherently beneficial use.”
WHEREAS, in February 2011, in response to this amendment, but with the goal of
protecting to the greatest extent permissible under the law its valuable farmland and open space,
the Township of East Amwell amended its land management ordinance to permit, in certain
limited instances, the construction of solar and photovoltaic energy facilities and structures on
farms within the Township.
WHEREAS, following this amendment, the New Jersey Board of Public Utilities stated
in its 2011 New Jersey Energy Master Plan (December 6, 2011), the following:
Although a number of utility-scale solar installations have been
proposed for, and installed on, what were previously working
farms, the Christie Administration does not support the use of
ratepayer subsidies to turn productive farmland into grid-supply
solar facilities. To date, public and private entities in the Garden
State have spent over $1.4 billion to preserve almost 2,000 farms,
covering nearly 200,000 acres. The policy of encouraging the
development of renewable resources should not impact the
preservation of open space and farmland. While the Christie
Administration will not presume to limit the disposition of private
property, New Jersey should not subsidize the loss of productive
farmland. Rules proposed by the State Agricultural Development
Commission under the 2009 Farmland Assessment Act Update, but
not yet finalized, should provide safeguards for property that has
been designated as preserved farmland. Other safeguards should
be implemented as experience dictates. [Emphasis added.]
WHEREAS, in the New Jersey Energy Master Plan Update, issued December 2015, the
New Jersey Board of Public Utilities stated the following:
Solar projects that offer both an economic and environmental “dual
benefit” should take priority, and any legislative expansion of
SREC eligibility should also provide BPU with the ability to
review and approve subsidies for grid-supply projects to ensure
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compatibility with environmental, land use, and energy policies.
Additionally, the development of solar projects should not
adversely affect the preservation of open space and farmland.
....
BPU continues to evaluate solar PV incentives to ensure that Statesponsored programs achieve an appropriate balance of economic
and environmental objectives from both a participant’s and a nonparticipant’s perspective. Although a number of grid-supply solar
installations have been proposed for, and installed on, what were
previously working farms and open space, the State strongly
discourages the use of ratepayer subsidies to turn productive
farmland and open space into grid-supply solar facilities. The
policy of encouraging the development of renewable energy
resources should not undermine taxpayer programs and policies
that emphasize the importance of preserving open space and
farmland.
Recommendations
The existing goals to promote solar projects that provide both
economic and environmental benefits are sound and should be
continued. The State should continue its policy of discouraging
the development of solar farms on farmland and undeveloped open
spaces, such as forests, and encouraging their placement on or
above impervious surfaces or on landfills, brownfields or areas of
historic fill. [Emphasis added.]
WHEREAS, in December 2017, the New Jersey Department of Environmental
Protection Bureau of Energy and Sustainability (the “NJDEP”) issued a Solar Siting Analysis
Update, in which the NJDEP stated the following:
This Solar Siting Analysis Update (2017) identifies areas in New
Jersey where the Department encourages and discourages solar PV
development by utilizing a Geographic Information System (GIS)
mapping tool and the NJDEP’s 2012 LU/LC data. Land was
classified for solar PV as either “Preferred”, “Not-Preferred” or
“Indeterminate”. Preferred lands are largely characterized as
having existing impervious surfaces, typically associated with
urban development, since siting solar PV at these locations would
result in minimal if any additional ecosystem degradation; NotPreferred lands were largely characterized as forests, wetlands,
agricultural lands, and open space which the Department sets out
to protect and preserve; and Indeterminate lands represent areas
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where additional information is necessary to determine whether the
site is viable for siting solar PV.
....
The purpose of this analysis is to aid the New Jersey Department
of Environmental Protection (NJDEP or the Department), local
communities and potential solar developers in planning for solar
installations by distinguishing between lands where the
Department encourages solar development from those where the
Department discourages solar development. While solar energy
projects provide environmental benefits, environmental damage
can occur if projects are not properly sited, more than negating
their benefits. This analysis was performed to identify preferred
development sites where solar projects are most environmentally
desirable.
....
The analysis also affirmed that the state has more than enough land
area to fulfill its RPS obligations; on page 11 of Section IV. Solar
in New Jersey, this report states “…to meet the RPS goal an
estimated 16.4 square miles or 10,519 acres could be covered in
solar PV panels....”. With 4,754,206.51 acres or 7,428.44 square
miles total, and 1,355,375.11 acres or 2,117.75 square miles of
Preferred lands, the current RPS goal of 4.1% requires under a
quarter percent of New Jersey’s total land area (0.22%) and under
one percent (0.77%) of New Jersey’s Preferred area to fulfill that
requirement. [Emphasis added.]
WHEREAS, East Amwell’s 2013 Master Plan Reexamination Report states the
following regarding the Township’s goals and objectives:
East Amwell seeks the preservation of as much environmentally
sensitive land and productive agricultural land as practicable, to
protect critical resources, promote continued agriculture and
maintain a desirable quality of life of East Amwell residents. . . .
Agriculture is important in East Amwell's history and its future,
providing a rural lifestyle valued by farmers and non-farmers alike,
while also contributing breathtaking scenic views, promoting the
local economy, and utilizing a valuable natural resource.
Therefore, East Amwell should

16.
Promote the potential for the success of the agricultural
industry, through the preservation of agricultural lands and
productive soils.
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17.
Preserve the large contiguous land base required to assure
that agriculture remains a viable, permanent land use.
18.
Encourage agricultural land preservation through the use of
techniques such as agricultural easements, clustering provisions for
housing development.
WHEREAS, in light of the conclusions quoted above from the 2011 Energy Master Plan,
the 2015 Update of the New Jersey Energy Master Plan, and the 2017 NJDEP Solar Siting
Analysis Update, and consistent with the Township’s 2013 Master Plan Reexamination Report,
the Township Committee of the Township of East Amwell has determined that the Township’s
land use ordinance should be amended to prohibit the construction of major solar and
photovoltaic energy facilities and structures on farms within the Township.
NOW THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the Township Committee of the
Township of East Amwell, County of Hunterdon, and State of New Jersey, as follows:
Section 1. Section 92-100B(3) of the Code of East Amwell Township is hereby amended
by designating the existing paragraph as paragraph “(a)” and by adding after that paragraph the
following paragraph as paragraph “(b)”:
(b)

Except (and only) to the extent otherwise permitted pursuant to N.J.A.C. 2:76-2A.12,
no structure or other portion of the facility shall occupy all or any portion of (i) a farm
(ii) any other land that is, or during the prior five calendar years has been, valued,
assessed and taxed pursuant to the Farmland Assessment Act of 1964, N.J.S.A.
54:4-23.1 et seq., or (iii) any property that would constitute a farm but for the fact that
it is utilized for “intensive poultry or swine production or intensive feed lot
operations,” within the meaning of definition of “Agricultural Use.”

Section 2. Section 92-100B(6) of the Code of East Amwell Township is hereby amended
by replacing the introductory sentence thereof with the following sentence:
The preservation of agricultural activities and agriculturally viable soils is key to
long-term farming in the Township, therefore, in the Amwell Valley Agricultural
District, construction of solar facilities, to the extent not prohibited by
§92-100B(3)(b), are subject further to the requirements set forth below:
Section 3. If any provision of the amendment set forth in Section 1 hereof is, or is held
to be, invalid or unlawful, (i) such provision shall, if possible, be deemed amended to the extent
necessary to make it valid and lawful, and (ii) such invalidity or unlawfulness shall not affect the
validity of the remaining provisions of such amendment. If the amendment in Section 1 hereof
is, or is held to be, invalid or unlawful in its entirety with respect to a facility or facilities, the
remaining provisions of Section 92-100 of the Code of East Amwell Township shall apply to
such facilities or facilities.
Section 4. The amendments set forth in this ordinance shall become effective
immediately upon final passage and publication of this ordinance as required by law.
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By Order of the Township Committee

_____________________________
Tim Mathews, Mayor

ATTEST: __________________________
Teresa R. Stahl, Township Clerk

************************
Take notice that the above ordinance was duly passed on first reading at the regular
meeting of the East Amwell Township Committee held on ____________________________,
and will be considered for final adoption on second reading and public hearing at a regular
meeting of the Committee to be held on ______________________, at 7:30 p.m. at the
Municipal Building, 1070 Route 202/31, Ringoes, NJ 08551.
PUBLISHED: ______________, 2018, Issue of the Hunterdon County Democrat.
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East Amwell Township Committee
1070 Route 202/31, Ringoes, NJ 08551
NOVEMBER 8, 2018- 7:30 p.m.
1) CALL TO ORDER Statement of Compliance with the Open Public Meetings Act
2) PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE TO THE AMERICAN FLAG
3) AGENDA REVIEW BY CLERK
4) ANNOUNCEMENTS
A. There is a recycling container in the municipal lobby for plastics collection for Trex; the
Township is trying to collect 500 lbs. of specific plastics to acquire a bench for a township
maintained property. Visit www.eastamwelltownship.com for further information.
B. Hunterdon County Dates of Interest:
- Hazardous Waste Day - November 17, 2018 from 9 a.m. – 1 p.m.
- Electronic Waste Recycling Day - November 10 from 9 a.m. – 1 p.m.
Both events take place at the County Complex on Route 12. See www.eastamwelltownship.com for
more information.
C. Clawson House, operating as the East Amwell Museum, is now open for the general public
with hours on Saturday and Sunday from 1 p.m. – 4 p.m.
D. Free Radon Kits are available to residents at the Hunterdon County Health Department, at the
County Complex Bldg 1 office location from 8:30 a.m. – 4:30 p.m. daily. Call 908-788-1351 for
details.
E. Municipal Offices will be closed on November 12 for Veteran’s Day and on November 22
and 23 for Thanksgiving.
F. Holiday Tree Lighting is scheduled for Saturday, December 1 from 4:30 – 6:00 p.m. at the
municipal building. See details at www.eastamwelltownship.com
G. The New East Amwell website is up and running. If anyone has comments, good or bad,
please direct them to Alison Castellano at Alison_wright@hotmail.com
5) UPDATE FROM THE CFO
A. Update from the CFO
1) Discussion on Increase in Dog License Fees
2) Other
B. Best Practices Survey
C. CFO Resolutions
1) Change Order for Clawson House, Phase V, Padavoni Roofing
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2) Budget Cancellations
3) Budget Transfers
6) SPECIAL DISCUSSION
A. Continued Discussion – 319 H Grant
1) 10/22 Princeton Hydro re: NJ DEP – 6 month Extension
2) 10/29 Princeton Hydro re: Next Phase 319H Grant
3) 10/30 NJ DEP Declining Request for 1 year extension of grant
B. Helipad at The Ridge at Back Brook
7) STANDING COMMITTEE REPORTS
A. Interview of Candidate for East Amwell Township Board/Committee
B. Appointments of East Amwell Township Board/Committee Members, if applicable
C. FOSPC
1) Martin, Block 1, Lot 1 in East Amwell Township and Block 45/Lot 3 in Delaware
Township – Cost Share - see 10/30 packet from FOSPC
8) APPROVAL OF MINUTES
A. September 13, 2018 Regular Minutes
B. September 20, 2018 Special Minutes – Roads
C. October 11, 2018, Executive Minutes – Contracts; Personnel; Atty. Advice
9) OPEN TO THE PUBLIC

Comments pertaining to topics not on tonight's agenda

10) CONSENT AGENDA ITEMS - None
11) INTRODUCTION OF ORDINANCE(S)/PUBLIC HEARING(S)
Introduction of Ordinance(s):
ORDINANCE 18-21 AN ORDINANCE AMENDING SECTION 92-100B(3) AND 92100B(6) OF THE CODE OF EAST AMWELL TOWNSHIP GOVERNING
CONDITIONAL USE STANDARDS FOR MAJOR SOLAR OR PHOTOVOLTAIC
ENERGY FACILITIES OR STRUCTURES

ORDINANCE 18-22 AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND CHAPTER 53, ANIMALS, OF THE
CODE OF EAST AMWELL TOWNSHIP TO INCREASE THE DOG LICENSING FEE
Public Hearings: None
12) SPECIAL COMMITTEE REPORTS - none
13) UNFINISHED BUSINESS
A. Update Regarding the Route 604 Solar Field
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14) NEW BUSINESS
15) OPEN TO THE PUBLIC
16) EXECUTIVE SESSION
17) ADMINISTRATIVE REPORTS
A. TREASURER/CFO PASQUA
- Bills of the Evening - 11/8/18
B. TAX COLLECTOR HYLAND:
- September 2018 Disbursements & Receipts Reports
C. MUNICIPAL COURT CLERK BUDREWICZ:
- October 2018 Municipal Court Report
D. DPW SUPERINTENDENT SILVERTHORN:
- October 2018 Monthly Report
E.

NJSP – KINGWOOD:
- October 2018 Activity Report

F. WEST AMWELL TWP. POLICE:
- October 2018 Traffic Enforcement Report, if applicable
G. WEST AMWELL CONSTRUCTION REPORT
- October 2018 Monthly Report
18) CORRESPONDENCE
A. NJ LEAGUE OF MUNICIPALITIES:
- Weekly and Daily Updates: 10/12; 10/19; 10/26; 11/2
- November League Magazine – ask for copy
B. UNITED STATES:
C. STATE OF NEW JERSEY:
- 10/16 DEP, Extension for 319H Grant
- 10/13 DEP, Suspected Hazardous Substance Notification – 1051 Old York Road
and one for 1325 Route 179 – ask for copies
-10/25 Shirley Turner, NJ DOT grant availability
D. HUNTERDON COUNTY:
-10/18 Emerald Ash Bore Resources
E. EAST AMWELL TOWNSHIP:
-10/12 The Ridge at Back Brook – Application to NJ DOT for Heli-stop on Golf
Course
- 10/31 T. St. Angelo, Twp. Brief – Lipka Appeal
F. SOURLAND CONSERVANCY FALL NEWSLETTER – ask for copy
G. PSE&G, 10/29/18 Vegetation Management Information – ask for copy
H. JCP&L Rate Increase information
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19) ADJOURNMENT
CC:

Township Committee
All Officials
Bulletin Board

Hunterdon County Democrat
Times of Trenton
Star Ledger, Courier News

