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The regular meeting of the Board of Health was called to order at 7:30 p.m.  Present for this meeting 
were:  Tracy Carluccio, Tony Berberabe, Les Hamilton, Pauline Serafin, Larry Tatsch, Charles Van 
Horn, Ted Peyrek III and Bogdan Sleczka. David Wang-Iverson was absent. Board Secretary 
Christine Rosikiewicz was also present. Mr. Dan Wyckoff from the Hunterdon County Health 
Department was also in attendance.  

In compliance with the Open Public Meetings Act, this meeting was advertised as a regular meeting 
in the January 24, 2013 issue of the Hunterdon County Democrat.  Notice of the meeting was 
forwarded to the Township Clerk’s office, posted on the Township bulletin board and sent to the 
Hunterdon County Democrat, the Trenton Times, and the Star Ledger on March 11, 2013. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS/AGENDA REVIEW: 

Under Education and Health Issues 

1. Hunterdon County Division of Public Health LINCS 

3/13/13 Update: Respiratory Virus Surveillance Report Week Ending March 9, 2013 

3/14/13 Alert: Measles Exposures Related to Suspect Case: DOH Urges Residents to Get Up-to-Date 
on Vaccinations 

3/15/13 Update: NJDOH urges health care facilities to prepare for patient visits pertaining to 
measles exposures 

3/16/13 Alert: Alert from New Jersey Health Commissioner Mary E. O’Dowd 

3/17/13 Alert: Additional Information: Medprep Voluntary Recall 

3/18/13 Alert: Expanded list of recalled products by MEDPREP Consulting 

PRESENTATION OF MINUTES – FEBRUARY 19, 2013: 

Mr. Hamilton made a motion to approve the February 19, 2013 minutes with minor 
clarifications; Mr. Tatsch seconded the motion. All were in favor with Mr. Peyrek abstaining.  

OPEN TO THE PUBLIC   

Mr. Hamilton made a motion to close to the public; Mr. Berberabe seconded the motion. All 
were in favor; the motion passed.  

UNFINISHED AND NEW BUSINESS 

A. Hunterdon County Division of Health and Safety – Inspector’s Report 
 

1.  Owens - AKA Woody’s – B 16, L 11 – 202 Old York Road 
 
 Mr. Wyckoff reported that the remediation is ongoing and there are no updates. 
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2.  Review of Hunterdon County Division of Public Health Services Complaint Program 
 
 Mr. Wyckoff provided the Committee with a handout outlining the Hunterdon 
County Division of Public Health Services Complaint Program.  He explained that it is not the 
intent of the County to exclude the Township from complaints. An important aspect when 
receiving and reviewing complaints is to determine if the complaint is valid. Mr. Wyckoff 
went over the handout and listed issues that can be called into the County as follows: 
hazardous material incidents, air/noise/water pollution, sewage disposal, potable water, 
stream pollution, retail food establishments, rented dwellings, nuisance complaints, solid 
waste dumping and animal bites. If there is a complaint during normal business hours (8:30 
-4:30) residents can file complaints using the regular number at the County (908-788-
1351). After hours and on weekends and holidays 911 should be called if there is an 
emergency. The NJ DEP Hazmat hotline is 877-927-6337 and is staffed 24/7. Any 
complaints will be reviewed by an agent and faxed to the County to handle.  
 
Mr. Wyckoff explained that the staff is trained to obtain pertinent information when a 
complaint is received including the actual address and phone numbers. Every complaint is 
investigated to determine if it is valid even if reported anonymously.  
 
When residents call the Township the staff becomes the complainant and is a “middle man”. 
When a complaint comes to the County it is passed on to a supervisor who will assign it to a 
staff member who is trained to handle that particular complaint. Once a complaint is 
verified a notice of violation is sent out to the property owner or person affecting the 
complainant.  The Township is copied on the notification of violation (NOV); this NOV can 
be used for the Township to track the complaint. Mr. Wyckoff strongly recommends any 
NOVs go on the agenda to keep the Board informed.   
 
Mr. Van Horn commented that a NOV was not received for recent hazardous material that 
was removed in the Township. Mr. Wyckoff replied that he is not sure how hazmat is 
handled; if there was a letter of violation sent to the property owner it would have been 
sent from the State. Mr. Tatsch told the Board that the DEP wrote a letter to the Township 
indicating that the Township is responsible for the property.  Mr. Tatsch was unsure why 
the DEP would believe the Township was responsible; it was speculated that it was because 
there have been grants received by the Township for clean up on the property. The 
Township attorney will contact the DEP regarding the letter. Mr. Tatsch explained how the 
Township has removed tires from the property and determined the amount of 
contamination.  The Township is trying to have the lien owners take responsibility but they 
have not responded. Mr. Tatsch further explained that the Township attorney has written a 
letter to the attorney for the Mezaros advising them that there appeared to be hazardous 
waste on the property which the DEP removed. Mr. Wyckoff noted that the Township 
should be made aware of any violations that were sent out.  
 
The Committee discussed the level of communications with the County regarding 
complaints; i.e. only receiving notice if a NOV is issued. Ms. Carluccio suggested that when 
the Secretary receives a complaint she encourages the complainant to report it to the 
County. A memo should be sent to Tim Matheny, with the complaint process from the 
County attached, to explain that if any staff member answers a phone call with a complaint 
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that they should encourage the caller to give the information directly to the County. Mr. 
Tatsch suggested this information be included in the employee manual with the contact 
numbers so all staff is aware. If a resident would like to file a complaint, but for some reason 
does not want to call the County, the Township employee can contact the County on their 
behalf. It was noted that the intent is not to discourage residents from filing complaints.  Mr. 
Wyckoff said that complaints could also be filed via e-mail and residents can complain 
anonymously; the County does not divulge contact information even is the complaint is not 
anonymous and the property owner asks.  The Secretary explained that she keeps a file of 
all complaints. Ms. Carluccio asked to include in the memo that information about 
complaints should be forwarded to the Secretary.  
 
Ms. Carluccio expressed thanks and appreciation to Mr. Wyckoff.  

 
B. Preview Committee 

 
There were no items for Preview Committee. 
 

C.  New Business 
 
 1. Inquiry from the Animal Control Officer re: cats 
 
 Ms. Rosikiewicz explained that Nate Barson, the Township Animal Control Officer, spoke to 
 her regarding cats; specifically to make a determination about when the Board believes they 
 have become a safety or health issue. An organization  may be called to trap and release the 
 cat. If a cat is captured it is held for seven days to allow an owner to claim it. After this period 
 if the cat is not adopted and is aggressive then the cat  must be euthanized at a cost of 
 approximately $175 per cat.   
 
 Ms. Carluccio inquired about how many cats are in question; Mr. Barson advised Ms. 
 Rosikiewicz today that he would provide her with a report for the April meeting and include 
 figures. There has been one cat euthanized so far this year.  
 
 Utilizing organizations to shelter the cats was briefly discussed; it was noted that the cats in 
 question are most likely feral. Mr. Tatsch recalled that the Township Committee heard a 
 presentation by Buff Bar about a program called Trap, Neuter, Release; the Board briefly 
 went over this program.  
 
 Mr. Tatsch indicated that this may be an issue for the Township Committee as it is a 
 budgetary issue. Mr. Van Horn agreed that it may not be something the Board of Health 
 would handle. Mr. Tatsch recalled how defining the role of the Animal Control Officer was  
 previously discussed by Township Committee and it was agreed that the Animal Control 
 Officer would not go out on calls for cats unless it was a rabies or serious health situation. It 
 was noted that the Animal Control Officer is not engaged by the Board of Health or in their 
 budget. The Board discussed different possible ways to control the cat population. Mr. Tatsch 
 recalled that the organizations who were utilizing the Trap, Neuter, Release program were 
 doing it on their own and not through the Animal Control Officer.   
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 Ms. Carluccio advised the Secretary to report to the Administrator that the Board members 
 believe Township Committee should address this.  
 
2. Review of East Amwell Board of Health Ordinance chapter 152 Re: Food Establishments 
 
 Ms. Carluccio explained that this item was added to the agenda as the Secretary had not 
received payment from two establishments for their annual food licenses; this has since been 
resolved.  It was noted that in the Ordinance there is no provision for late fees that the Secretary 
can collect; the letter that has been sent to establishments each December is not accurate.  Ms. 
Carluccio expressed that a late fee could be added to the Ordinance. The “staff time” needed to 
send out multiple letters when license renewal fees aren’t paid on time was noted; the late fee 
would cover this expense. 
 
Mr. Tatsch asked if we would need to utilize the Board attorney in order to change the ordinance; 
Ms. Carluccio responded yes and that a legal notice would be needed to advertise the ordinance.  
 
Mr. Tatsch asked the Secretary to create a late fee schedule. He inquired about adding a 
paragraph to the ordinance to address temporary permits. Temporary permit applications should 
be submitted two weeks before the event; often they are submitted late. A late fee could be 
established.  
 
D.  Unfinished Business 
 
There were no unfinished business items.  
 
ITEMS OF DISCUSSION 

 
A. Education and Health Issues 

 
 There were no comments on any items.  

 
B. Board Secretary’s Report 

 
1. Annual Well Testing:  

 
Ms. Rosikiewicz reported that well testing for Sodium Chloride is underway; test kits are due back 
Friday. Four tests have been received; three are outstanding.  

CORRESPONDENCE 
 

A. Hunterdon County 
 
1. Letter from Tadhgh Rainey, Division Manager, Public Health Services, March 1, 2013 re:  

     Information packet regarding mosquito control program 
 
       Ms. Carluccio inquired about the chemical being used for mosquito control. Mr. Tatsch 

explained that the chemical being used is synthetic pyrethrin which has been used for 
fifty years, is based on natural materials and has a low toxicity. There was a brief 
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discussion on the use of BT; it was noted that BT cannot be used once mosquitos hatch. 
Mr. Tatsch explained that the pesticide used by the County breaks down quickly.  

BILLS OF THE EVENING 

Mr. Hamilton moved the approval of the bills of the evening, seconded by Mr.  Peyrek.   The 
motion carried unanimously.  

OPEN TO THE PUBLIC 

Being no public present Mr. Tatsch made a motion to close the meeting to the public; 
seconded by Ms. Serafin. All were in favor; the motion carried.  

ADJOURNMENT 

Mr. Van Horn motioned, seconded by Mr. Tatsch, to adjourn the meeting at 8:33 p.m.   The 
motion carried unanimously. 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

___________________________________ 
Christine A. Rosikiewicz 


