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The regular meeting of the Board of Health was called to order at 7:32 p.m.  Present for this meeting 
were Tracy Carluccio (Committee Chair), David Wang-Iverson , Tony Berberabe, Les Hamilton, Ted 
Peyrek, Pauline Serafin, Larry Tatsch (Vice Chair), Bogdan Sleczka and Charles Van Horn. Board 
Secretary Christine Rosikiewicz was absent. Terri Stahl, Municipal Clerk, was present. Mr. Dan 
Wyckoff from the Hunterdon County Health Department was also in attendance.  

In compliance with the Open Public Meetings Act, this meeting was advertised as a regular meeting 
in the January 24, 2013 issue of the Hunterdon County Democrat.  Notice of the meeting was 
forwarded to the Township Clerk’s office, posted on the Township bulletin board and sent to the 
Hunterdon County Democrat, the Trenton Times, and the Star Ledger on June 13, 2013. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS/AGENDA REVIEW: 

Under Items of Discussion – Education and Health Issues 

Hunterdon County Division of Public Health LINCS 

6/14/13 Alert: NJDOH Urges Providers to Remain Vigilant for Measles: Exposure of NJ 
Residents at BJ’s Wholesale Club (Watching, NJ) 

E-mail from Mark Miller, NJDEP 6/17/13 re: Onsite Management Advisory – Advanced 
Wastewater Pretreatment Device Manufacturer Offers Free Training for Health Departments 

Under Correspondence - New Jersey 

New Jersey Local Board of Health Association Newsletter 

PRESENTATION OF MINUTES – May 21, 2013: 

Mr. Wang-Iverson made a motion to approve the May 21, 2013 minutes with two 
corrections: page one, paragraph one, correct Vice Chair (should be Larry Tatsch) and one 
typographical error on page 3.  Mr. Tatsch seconded the motion.  All were in favor with Mr. 
Van Horn abstaining. 

OPEN TO THE PUBLIC   

Being no public came forward Mr. Wang-Iverson made a motion to close to the public; Mr. 
Van Horn seconded the motion. All were in favor; the motion passed.  

UNFINISHED AND NEW BUSINESS 

A. Hunterdon County Division of Health and Safety – Inspector’s Report 
 

1.  Owens - AKA Woody’s – B 16, L 11 – 202 Old York Road 
 
Mr. Wyckoff reported that there are no further updates on this item at this time. 
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2. Notice of Violation – Carneval Disposal 
 
 Mr. Wyckoff reported that the solid waste has been picked up and put into a container on 
the complainant’s property. The complaint is being monitored by the public health 
investigator. It is no longer a solid waste issue but a matter of who will pay to have the 
waste removed.  
   

B. Preview Committee 
 
1. Septic Alteration Application B 17 L 33.03  
 
Mr. Kurt Hoffman from Kurt Hoffman Engineering came to the dais. Ms. Carluccio explained 
that the Preview Committee met and reviewed the application and this application was 
previously discussed at the May Board of Health meeting.  
 
At the May meeting Mr. Hoffman stated that the Board asked him to design a traditional 
system; he completed this design and submitted it to the County.  The County is requesting 
two waivers for the high water table at twelve inches and the toe of the slope of the mound 
which is too close to the property line. Ms. Carluccio explained for the record that the Board 
did not ask the system to be designed as a conventional system; the Board suggested the 
design be done for both the proposed peat system and a traditional system so the Board 
could compare the two systems and make a decision by looking at both designs, including 
the need for waivers. It’s the applicant’s choice to choose one design or another; the Board 
does not dictate the type of system. The Board typically asks for a side by side comparison 
of the systems.  
 
Mr. Wang-Iverson explained that the Preview Committee did not have any issues with the 
conventional design; he asked Mr. Hoffman if that is what he is proposing. Mr. Hoffman 
replied that they would like the peat system if allowed and noted that an approval is needed 
tonight as the applicant needs to close on the house. Mr. Wang-Iverson said the 
conventional system meets all the Township’s other requirements [excluding the waivers]. 
Ms. Carluccio noted that the details were discussed at the May meeting i.e. distance to 
neighboring wells is sufficient. The 5:1 slope is possible with the conventional design. For 
the record Ms. Carluccio explained that the Board considers all types of systems; it is up to 
the engineer [to choose which system] as he designed the system and has confidence in it.  
 
Mr. Hoffman explained that both systems are equal in regards to functionality. His 
preference is based on the high water table, small run of water, and high rock. He expressed 
that this is a situation that should be monitored. A peat moss system would be monitored; a 
conventional system would not as it is up to the homeowner to maintain a conventional 
system. Both systems would require the same waivers. The only difference is the newer 
technology with the peat system.  
 
Ms. Carluccio confirmed with Mr. Hoffman that the required maintenance is why he is 
recommending the peat system; Mr. Hoffman agreed that the system should be looked at 
annually.  
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Ms. Serafin inquired about the cost difference between the two systems. Mr. Hoffman said 
that the cost is “fairly close”; although the peat is a little more expensive it is not a 
substantial difference.  
 
Mr. Tatsch said this is a difficult situation as there are two systems that would both work 
reasonably well and a long standing policy to only use peat systems where there is a clear 
need for the additional improvement in effluent quality. He is torn between the value of the 
peat system (noting the regional high water table) and the history of the Board only 
considering peat systems in situations where a conventional system wouldn’t work.  
 
Ms. Carluccio said that it is key that there is 48 inches of separation from the regional water 
table in the design. The K values were good.  
 
Mr. Hamilton said that the engineer is responsible and if the engineer chooses the system 
than the homeowner has to deal with that.  
 
Mr. Hamilton made a motion to approve the peat system. Ms. Carluccio asked if the regular 
system should be approved. Mr. Hamilton asked if a decision had been made about the 
system to be approved. Mr. Wang-Iverson said there was no approval letter from the County 
for the peat system. Mr. Hamilton withdrew the motion. 
 
Mr. Tatsch said it would be consistent with the Board’s previous policy to approve the 
conventional system.  When the state has more experience with peat systems the Board 
may want to change the way they consider these systems and possibly consider them as an 
equal alternative. Right now they are being considered as a “last chance” alternative by the 
Board. He believes it is appropriate the conventional system as shown be approved to stay 
consistent with previous applicants. The conventional system meets all requirements with 
the exception of two required waivers.  
 
Mr. Tatsch made a motion that the Board approve the installation of the conventional 
septic system as shown today and approve the two waivers in the County letter. Mr. 
Hamilton seconded the motion. All were in favor; the motion was carried.  
 

C.  New Business 
 
 1. The Ridge at Back Brook – Results of the December 2012 Sampling Event from Princeton 
 Hydro 5/20/13 
 
 Ms. Carluccio explained that Princeton Hydro reviews the report from The Ridge and then 
provides an opinion to the Board after interpreting the data and determining if any action is 
needed by the Board. Ms. Carluccio provided background; the sentinel chemicals are looked at to 
determine if the Ridge is still using the same chemicals that were on the constituency list from 
when the monitoring program was designed. In the past the chemicals had changed. The Board 
had recommended that one of the chemicals being monitored be changed to a different chemical,  
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the Ridge made this change. The current testing is consistent with what is being used on the site.  
Ms. Carluccio noted that this was the last significant finding; the findings have been consistent.  
There are monitoring wells on the property; there was turbidity in one of the wells that settled 
down over time.  
 
Ms. Carluccio went over the report from Princeton Hydro. SS1 is the first monitoring point located 
on Back Brook. Back Brook enters the property near the southwest edge. The second  
monitoring point, SS2, is located near the northwestern edge of the golf course. There is an 
unnamed tributary that comes through there which is where incoming surface water is measured 
as it enters the golf course.  The third point, SS3, is located at the northeast boundary of the 
property on Back Brook as the stream leaves the property.  There is a monitoring well down 
gradient of the maintenance building and another down gradient at the 11th hole and fairway.  
 
The pesticides that are being monitored are outlined in the report; they were not found in the 
surface water or ground water samples. Ms. Carluccio added that they have not shown up during 
the life of the golf course in these locations.  
 
The nutrients and suspended sediments tested for and test results are listed in the report. The 
concentrations did not violate any standards in terms of the total suspended solids; they are well 
below minimum limits.  
 
Nitrate-N was detected in all the monitoring wells and surface water sampling stations; this has 
been the case all along. The report notes that the concentrations are comparable to the 
concentrations measured in the last sampling and are well below NJDEP’s limit of 10mg/L for 
nitrate-N. This level is consistent to what has been measured in the past and the level is declining 
a slight bit.  
 
The total phosphorus was measured at the in-stream sampling stations and continues to show up 
both entering and leaving the golf course; it is a regional water quality issue that has been 
brought up to the Environmental Commission in the past. Possible causes of this increase in 
phosphorus were mentioned including agriculture, lawn chemicals and storm water from the 
roadways.  
 
Biological monitoring was not done for 2012 as there weren’t good physical conditions for the 
monitoring due to dry weather followed by Hurricane Sandy. Mr. Souza from Princeton Hydro has 
spoken to the Ridge about scheduling biological monitoring for this year as it should be 
completed; it is usually completed in the fall but it is dependent on the weather patterns.  
 
Ms. Carluccio noted that the report by M2 Associates came to the Planning Board and should be 
copied to the Board of Health as the Board of Health is the designated Board who should review 
the report and budgets for this review.  
 
Mr. Tatsch commented that the report is “good news” and it is doing what the Board hoped it 
would, providing confidence that the decisions made over ten years ago paid off. Ms. Carluccio 
commented favorably about having data from the monitoring wells. 
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Mr. Tatsch inquired about the frequency of the sampling. Ms. Carluccio explained that is annually 
but if there are no issues then it can be done every third year. There will not be another until 
2015 although the biological monitoring will be done this year as it was not done last year.  
 
D.  Unfinished Business 
 
1. New Jersey Analytical Laboratories Certificate of Analysis-Sodium and Chloride Testing 
 
Mr. Tatsch referred to the e-mail and spreadsheet he had provided interpreting the results of the 
sodium and chloride testing. He explained that “road salt” is sodium chloride, one atom of sodium 
and one atom of chlorine. When sodium and chlorine dissolve in water they form ions which are 
charged atoms; the sodium is positive and chlorine is negative. Negative chlorine is called 
“chloride”.  To identify if road salt is in the sample a certain amount of sodium and a certain 
amount of chloride must be present which is based on the atomic weights of the two elements. If 
the proportion isn’t right the source could be from somewhere else i.e. chloride or sodium could 
be from naturally occurring minerals. Mr. Tatsch did an analysis to determine if the sodium 
chloride was in the right proportion to be from road salt and found it was not in most cases.  Even 
in cases where they are in the right proportion the sodium could have come from rocks and not 
road salt. He explained that it is good news that the wells where the sodium and chloride are 
higher don’t necessary indicate that the levels are coming from road salt and are probably from 
naturally occurring conditions. The sodium chloride trends over time were depicted on the 
graphs; overall the trends are pretty much level and in some cases may be trending slightly 
downward.   There have not been identified sources of road salt getting into any of the wells and 
no increasing trend over time that would indicate contamination.  
 
Mr. Wang-Iverson inquired about the amount of road salt used by the Road Department; this 
amount could be found out. Mr. Tatsch explained that the amount used is measured and the Road 
Department could pretty accurately determine what the spread rate was. Mr. Tatsch calculated a 
quarter cup per square foot a few years ago. Mr. Wang-Iverson inquired about the total amount 
per year noting last year was mild. Mr. Tatsch explained the migration of the salt to a monitoring 
well takes a long time therefore long term trends should be looked at. There is a six year history 
at this point which is a “fairly decent trend”. Mr. Wang-Iverson asked if the conclusion was that 
there is no effect [on the wells sampled] from the road salt; Mr. Tatsch said he would conclude 
that.  
 
Mr. Hamilton commented on the salt storage at the grit yard and noted that it is unfortunate the 
well at the home near the grit yard is no longer being tested.  
 
Mr. Tatsch explained the process for washing the trucks down after salting and said the state EPA 
requirements are followed. The wastewater from washing the trucks is taken to an approved 
facility. Ms. Carluccio explained that procedures are in place as part of the stormwater plan which 
was created by the Stormwater Committee working with the Road Department. She noted the 
procedures make for “a good preventive program”.   
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Mr. Hamilton will again attempt to contact the homeowner of the home near the grit yard 
regarding well testing.  
 
Mr. Tatsch said he is skeptical of the results of the well on Bowne Station Rd. as he believes there 
is possible contamination from water softener. He said other locations could be selected for 
testing that would provide more information.  
 
Ms. Carluccio expressed thanks to Mr. Tatsch.  
 
Mr. Sleczka inquired if the Board selected the wells to test. Mr. Tatsch explained that a former 
Board member looked at locations in the Township and selected the wells. Some are “background 
wells” to provide an idea of naturally occurring sodium and chloride. Other wells were selected 
along roads which have salt application as part of the road salt program instituted a few years ago 
to help with certain roads that, despite being plowed and cindered, collected snow and ice.  
 
ITEMS OF DISCUSSION 
 
A. Education and Health Issues 
 

1. Hunterdon County Division of Public Health LINCS – 6/17/13 Info: CDC Vital Signs (June 2013), 
Listeria Illness 
 
Mr. Hamilton commented that this information was interesting and noted how serious listeria can 
be.  

CORRESPONDENCE 
 
A. New Jersey 
 
1.  New Jersey Local Board of Health Association Newsletter 

Mr. Hamilton commented that most of the articles in the newsletter pertained to functions the 
County Division of Health performs.  

B. East Amwell 

1. 6/5/13 Letters from Synergy Environmental, Inc. re: Portable Well Sampling B 27.01 L 27,                       
B 17.01 L 34, and B 16 L 35 

Mr. Tatsch reviewed the well testing results. He noted that Synergy is the environmental company 
working with the Shell service station underground storage tank leak situation across Wertsville 
Rd. from the municipal building. The results from each well came back with all the compounds 
“non-detect”. This is good news. By law all wells within 500 feet must be sampled because of the 
leak. The municipal building potable well was also sampled but the results have not yet been 
received. Initially the municipal building was not included in the testing, as it is not a residence, but 
testing was requested by Ms. Carluccio.  
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2. 6/10/13 Memo to Township Committee and Planning Board from Tracy Carluccio, Board of 
Health Chair re: Mobile Food Licenses 

Ms. Carluccio reported that Mr. Wang-Iverson discussed this item at the Township Committee 
meeting and the Board is awaiting feedback.  

BILLS OF THE EVENING 

There were no bills of the evening.  

OPEN TO THE PUBLIC 

Being no public present Mr. Hamilton made a motion to close the meeting to the public; 
seconded by Mr. Tatsch. All were in favor; the motion carried.  

ADJOURNMENT 

Ms. Serafin motioned, seconded by Mr. Tatsch, to adjourn the meeting at 8:15 p.m.   The 
motion carried unanimously. 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

___________________________________ 
Christine A. Rosikiewicz 

 
These minutes were transcribed from a recorded CD. 


