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June 24, 2019

Jaime Oplinger, P.E.
Executive Manager, Bureau of Traffic Engineering
New Jersey Department of Transportation
1035 Parkway Avenue
PO Box 600
Trenton, NJ 08625
Re:

Bicycle Lane Elimination/On-Street Parking Re-Establishment
Route NJ 179 (Old York Road) vic. Boss Road
East Amwell Township, Hunterdon County
MC Project No. EAT-013

Dear Ms. Oplinger:
Please let this letter serve as a request for a regulatory investigation into the need to re-establish
parking via the elimination of the bicycle lanes along Route NJ 179 (Old York Road) from south
of Boss Road to CR 579/John Ringo Road (approximate mileposts 6.25-6.41) adjacent to the
Post Office property in East Amwell Township.
From a historical perspective, this bicycle lane was authorized by NJDOT in 2002 and it was
implemented in 2018 as part of a NJDOT resurfacing project. By striping the bicycle lane, the
existing shoulder and its on-street parking were eliminated. While this may not have been an
issue when the bicycle lane was originally authorized, in the subsequent 17± years, several
branches of the United States Post Office have been consolidated into the branch at this location.
In combination with the Hunterdon County South Branch Library, a wellness center and
Princeton Hydro, LLC, the parking demands for this office complex far outweigh its on-premise
parking lot. For a time, spillover vehicles continued to park on Route NJ 179 within the bicycle
lane, creating a potential safety hazard, but through enforcement efforts, the practice now seldom
occurs. However, as vehicles crowd the lot searching for the elusive open parking stall, onpremise safety for both pedestrians and vehicles has deteriorated.
It should be noted that during the months when spillover vehicles parked on the bicycle lane, no
conflicts with cyclists were reported. Township officials have observed minimal bicycles
utilizing the bicycle lane since its creation or for years prior.

