
     MINUTES 
 

East Amwell Township Environmental Commission 
         Business Meeting 

June 28, 2010 
7:30 p.m. 

 
CALL TO ORDER:  The June 28, 2010 Business Meeting of the East Amwell 
Township Environmental Commission was called to order by Chairperson, S. Parsons at 
7:39 PM. 
 
In compliance with the Open Public Meeting Act, S. Parsons announced that this is the 
Regular Business Meeting of the Environmental Commission, as published in the 
Hunterdon County Democrat on January 28, 2010.  A copy of tonight’s agenda was filed 
with the Township Clerk and the Township Committee, forwarded to the Hunterdon 
County Democrat, and the Trenton Times Newspaper, distributed to the various East 
Amwell Township Committees and Boards, and was posted on the Township Bulletin 
Board. 
 
ROLL CALL: 
PRESENT:   S. Parsons, M. Petrus, T. Robbi, D. Kellogg, D. Sageser, J. Angelone (late),         
                       E. Feinberg (late), T. Stahl (Substitute Secretary)  
ABSENT:      F. Clair, T. Martin, B. Hummel 
 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS:  None received. 
 
PRESENTATION OF MINUTES:                               May 24 2010 – Business Meeting     
       
The minutes of the May 24, 2010 business meeting were motioned for approval by T. 
Robbi, and with a second from D. Sageser, were approved with a clarification on page 
two under Sourland Municipal Alliance Council.  There was one abstention.    
 
LAST MINUTE ADDITIONS TO TONIGHT’S AGENDA:  There were no last 
minute additions to tonight’s agenda.  
 
PRESENTATION OF BILLS:  none received   
 
REPORTS: 
a.  Planning Board – D. Sageser stated that he had nothing to report, but that he was 
currently reading the Farmland and Open Space Preservation Plan. 
b.  Township Committee – T. Martin was absent this evening.  Thus, no report was 
received.    
c. Recycling Committee – M. Petrus informed members that he was essentially was 
absent from the last Recycling Committee meeting – he was in the building, but working 
on the Elections.        
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d. Farmland/Open Space Preservation –  T. Robbi reported that the Farmland Plan has 
been approved by the State and by the East Amwell Township Planning Board and 
Agricultural Advisory Committee.  It is now part of the Master Plan.  The SDAC has also 
approved the plan and that means that we can now obtain monies from the State to get 
reimbursed for farmland preservation.  The FOSPC Committee basically wrote the plan 
themselves with very little help from the outside. 
e.  Sourlands Municipal Alliance Council –   T. Robbi reported that the Alliance has met 
and agreed to continue meeting once a month.  They also intend to concentrate on 
drafting a plan-phase II.  At this point, no Hopewell delegates have been appointed. 
f.  Environmental Page on Website – S. Parsons reported that she is updating the website 
on a regular basis and if anyone has information that they would like to see posted, just 
contact her. 
   
UNFINISHED BUSINESS:   
a. Public Outreach – M. Petrus stated that he is searching for new youth members for next 
year.  He has a list of potential 6th and 7th graders.  Members discussed having a younger 
alternate student member, but no decision was reached.     
b. Conservation Easements – S. Parson stated that she has nothing new to report.  M. 
Petrus is still working on the preliminary review of the three properties that the Site 
Review Committee would like to visit.  
c. 4-H Fair –  D. Kellogg reported that the registration application has been mailed.  
Secretary has sent letters to all East Amwell Township boards and committees, as well as, 
surrounding municipalities’ Environmental Commissions.  Stockton has notified D. 
Kellogg that they are interested in volunteering.  She hopes to get the volunteer sign-up 
sheet out in July. 
d. Natural Resource Inventory – B. Hummel was absent this evening.  No report was 
received.  Members discussed whether to leave this item on the agenda.  T. Robbi stated 
that a part of the inventory was already done for the Sourland area.  This is a big project 
and very expensive since funding will be needed for experts in the field.  Motion was 
made by M. Petrus and seconded by D. Sageser to remove this item from the agenda.  
The vote was unanimously in favor.  This item will be removed from the agenda.          
e. Sustainable East Amwell – D. Sageser stated that he has been unable to attend any 
meetings or activities.  He stated that Walmart is continuing to fund small grant 
applications, but there is a short period for applying.  Members discussed different types 
of projects, i.e., cluster development, scenic byways, use of salt vs. cinders, etc., that we 
might think about for future funding.   
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APPLICATIONS FROM PLANNING BOARD & BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT 
FOR REVIEW:    
a.  Block 34, Lot 25.07 (Spies)    
T. Robbi stated F. Clair and he site visited the property and that there are no 
environmental issues seen with this property.  The area for the proposed garage has 
been cleared for some time.   
 
OLD BUSINESS:   
a.  Unused Pharmaceutical Collection –  J. Angelone stated that he spoke to the person 
in charge and was told that a letter of determination from the DEP is needed to state that 
the collections are not regulated by the State – exempt from their regulations.  T. Robbi 
volunteered a name/contact (Cindy Randazzo) that he has at the DEP.  Once materials are 
collected they would have to be inventoried, packaged and transported to their sites at 
Warren or Rahway.  J. Angelone will contact the DEP for more information and, if 
needed, draft a letter for the Commission’s approval at the next meeting.  Members 
discussed the advantage of utilizing a program such as this one – keeping drugs out of 
streams and the hands of children.     
b.  Using Electronic Communications -  Members stated that so far electronic 
communications seems to be working just fine for all.  T. Robbi suggested that members 
make a “next meeting” file and download materials to it.  Motion was made by T. Robbi 
to remove this item from the agenda.  M. Petrus seconded the motion and all were in 
favor. 
c.  Plant Exchange Day – Members discussed and decided to use this money to purchase 
prizes for the 4-H Fair.  The amount for this purpose in the 2010 Annual Budgets 
Requests was cut substantially.  Monies also could be used for Clawson Park, but T. 
Robbi stated that the Township supports Clawson Park through the Open Space Trust 
Fund and that these monies might better be used to purchase prizes for the 4-H Fair.  T. 
Robbi made the motion to use this money for the 4-H Fair prizes.  J. Angelone seconded 
the motion and the vote was unanimously in favor.  D. Kellogg asked members for 
suggestions of appropriate prizes to purchase.  Packets of seeds was one suggestion 
made. 
d.  Road Salt –  S. Parsons attended the Township Committee meeting and stated that 
she had the list provided by T. Matheny.  J. Angelone stated that he thinks driving 
properly is a key factor.  S. Parson asked if members wanted to appoint a sub-committee 
to discuss this topic with the Township Committee.  E. Feinberg agreed that how one 
drives is a key issue.  T. Robbi stated that the Sourland area is a sensitive area and as 
such should have minimum salt applications.  D. Kellogg brought up the issue of 
economics – trees situated close to roadways will be dead in twenty years.  Wells within 
200 feet from the roadways may have salt accumulations.  On July 8, the Township 
Committee will discuss road salt applications.  J. Angelone suggested that Stony Brook 
Milestone and South Branch  
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Watershed Associations should be contacted for their input.   T. Robbi volunteered to 
contact them.  At least three members will be attending the Township Committee meeting 
on July 8 (J. Angelone, T. Robbi,  E. Feinberg).  S. Parsons will compose a letter to be 
read into the record.  The Salt Institute Report will be referenced.  T. Robbi will forward 
a copy of the roads currently salted to J. Angelone.  T. Robbi stated that it is easier for the 
Road Crew to use only one application to the roadways.  Salt eventually disappears and 
does not have to be gathered up afterwards, whereas, cinders do.  E. Feinberg reminded 
members that the salt sellers are telling us that salt is dangerous.  T. Robbi stated that grit 
is suitable for rural areas and salt is more suitable in urban areas.  Members continued a 
lengthy discussion of this topic. 
 
NEW BUSINESS:  None presented.  
 
CORRESPONDENCE:      All correspondence was listed on the 6/28/10 agenda.   
 
OPEN TO COMMISSION MEMBERS:  No comments received. 
 
OPEN TO THE PUBLIC:  No comments received.   
 
ADJOURN:   8:35 PM Motion for adjournment was received from D. Kellogg 
and D. Sageser seconded the motion.  All were in favor.   
 
Meeting notes were recorded by T. Stahl and transcribed by J. Corboy. 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                            ___________________________________ 
                  Joyce S. Corboy, Secretary 
 
 
 
 
cc:  Env. Com. Members Board of Adjustment          Board of Health 
      Twp. Com. & Clerk          Democrat Newspaper         Recreation Com. 
      Twp. Bulletin Brd.            Trenton Times                    Recycling Com. 
      Planning Board                  Associate Members            Agric. Adv. Com. 
      Farmland & Open Space Preservation                  
 
                             


