
     MINUTES 
 

East Amwell Township Environmental Commission 
         Business Meeting 

September 27, 2010 
7:30 p.m. 

 
CALL TO ORDER:  The September 27, 2010 Business Meeting of the East Amwell 
Township Environmental Commission was called to order by Chairperson, S. Parsons at 
7:36 PM. 
 
In compliance with the Open Public Meeting Act, S. Parsons announced that this is the 
Regular Business Meeting of the Environmental Commission, as published in the 
Hunterdon County Democrat on January 28, 2010.  A copy of tonight’s agenda was filed 
with the Township Clerk and the Township Committee, forwarded to the Hunterdon 
County Democrat, and the Trenton Times Newspaper, distributed to the various East 
Amwell Township Committees and Boards, and was posted on the Township Bulletin 
Board. 
 
ROLL CALL: 
PRESENT:   S. Parsons, M. Petrus, D. Kellogg, T. Robbi, D. Sageser,  
                       J. Corboy, (Secretary), G. Robbi (guest)  
ABSENT:      J. Angelone, F. Clair, E. Feinberg, T. Martin, B. Hummel 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS:  None received. 
 
PRESENTATION OF MINUTES:                         August 23, 2010 – Business Meeting     
       
The minutes of the August 23, 2010 business meeting were motioned for approval by M. 
Petrus, and with a second from D. Kellogg, were approved with no corrections/changes/ 
additions/deletions.  There was one abstention.    
 
LAST MINUTE ADDITIONS TO TONIGHT’S AGENDA:   
1.  Invitation to the PlanSmartnj 2010 Annual Dinner on 10/27/10 
2.  Final Report of Recycling at the 2010 Hunterdon County Fair 
3.  E-Mail message from T. Stahl, 9/22/10, re:  Sustainable Jersey Workshops 
 
PRESENTATION OF BILLS:  none received   
 
REPORTS: 
a.  Planning Board – D. Sageser reported that the Planning Board had two applications.  
The first application was a review of B. Hay Farm subdivision – preserved farm – 
placement of horse rink too close to the property line – two easements.  The second was a 
site plan review received on the Dilts House property on John Ringo Road – zoned local 
business – State refused a second driveway onto Route 179.  Negotiations are  
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ongoing with the State on this issue. There are also plans to refurbish the old barn into 
office space with a driveway onto Wertsville Road.            
b.  Township Committee – T. Martin was absent this evening.  Thus, no report was 
received.    
c. Recycling Committee – M. Petrus informed members that the new Recycling 
Ordinance was accepted a couple of months ago.  However, enforcement issues have not 
been settled.  Approximately, 60% of the businesses have responded to recent letters 
asking what their recycling procedures are.  There have been discussions on possibly 
hiring an outsider to take over enforcement for the Township.  T. Martin hopes to put 
Recycling Enforcement on the agenda for an upcoming Township Committee meeting.         
d. Farmland/Open Space Preservation –  T. Robbi informed members that the property on 
Dutch Lane is about to be preserved – 70+ acres.     
e.  Sourlands Municipal Alliance Council –   T. Robbi stated that they now have  
representation from Hopewell, but not from Hillsborough.  Members are still working on 
cleaning up the Phase II report.  Deadline was two weeks ago for any last minute 
changes.  F. Banisch & Associates are expected to implement the changes and finish the 
report shortly.     
f.  Environmental Page on Website – S. Parsons reported that a paragraph on the 
Sourland Planning Council has been added with a link to their website.  T. Robbi’s latest 
column “Notes from the Woods” was also added.    
   
UNFINISHED BUSINESS:   
a. Public Outreach – S. Parson suggested that this item be moved to “Reports.”  Members 
totally agreed.    
 
b. Conservation Easements – M. Petrus stated that the three (3) site reviews were done on 
9/24/10.  Problems were discovered with all three properties – in varying degrees.  There 
were questions on where the easements actually are located on the properties.  Some of 
the easements have not been left in their original state – some may have been inherited in 
this state, with properties changing hands in recent years.  T. Robbi stated that he plans 
on obtaining the plot plans for the properties to see what the boundaries are.   
 
Members went on to discuss the need for the “Applications from…” item on the agenda.  
It was decided to eliminate this item.  Under “Reports” secretary was asked to add a new 
item entitled “Site Reviews”.  
 
c. 4-H Fair – M. Petrus Recycling Report was distributed to member prior to the meeting.  
40% of a 10 cu. yd. dumpster was filled.  Approximately 10 cubic yards of cardboard was 
collected.  15 to 20 five gallon containers of cooking oil were collected to be used locally.  
Approximately 10 to 15 heavy plastic bakery trays were collected to be reused by the 
Master Gardeners as plant carriers.    There were only 15 recycling containers – down  
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from twenty-five last year.  On Monday, Will Harrison and M. Petrus collected the 
cardboard and deposited it at the Municipal Building.  Township Road Dept. crew loaded 
it into the Depot dumpster on 9/3/10.  M. Petrus made several suggestions for the next 
Fair:  have a covered dumpster dedicated to cardboard, provide additional trash 
containers in food service areas during the peak times, recycle clean plastic bags from ice 
cubes, etc.  Shop-Rite of Flemington stated that they would take the plastic bags and the 
extra bakery trays.  On 9/15/10 this report was delivered to the Fair Committee.  At the 
meeting, Mayor Tom Molnar of West Amwell volunteered to assist at next year’s Fair.  
 
M. Petrus reported that traffic at the Fair booth was excellent.  They ran out of prizes on 
Saturday.  The tree seedlings supplied by Delaware Township Environmental 
Commission were a bit hit with the children.  He suggested that we try to obtain some 
from Mavrode Tree Farm for next year.  Suggestions were offered on different questions 
for the children, etc.           
d. Sustainable East Amwell – D. Sageser stated that there have been many opportunities 
to learn more about Sustainable New Jersey with many workshops and webinars.  
However, they were not convenient with his schedule.  Members briefly discussed the 
grant procedure again.   
 
APPLICATIONS FROM PLANNING BOARD & BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT 
FOR REVIEW:   none received 
 
OLD BUSINESS:   
a.  Unused Pharmaceutical Collection –  J. Angelone was absent this evening.  No 
updates have been received.  S. Parsons stated that she has seen much information 
recently on this subject.  M. Petrus stated that he attended the recent collection in 
Flemington.  There were no lines and he gathered some information on packaging from 
the officer in charge.  T. Robbi suggested that we try to obtain information ahead of the 
2010 4-H Fair and have it available at the booth.  He also suggested that someone contact 
the Department of Environmental Protection for complete information.  D. Sageser 
suggested that the information might be posted on the Township’s website and the VIP.    
b.  Road Salt – Synopsis of the recent Township Committee meeting discussing this 
topic has not been received from J. Angelone.  Secretary was asked to e-mail him to 
request this information.       
 
NEW BUSINESS:   
S. Parson reported that she had an invitation for the Green Fest on 10/1-3/10 – two 
free tickets.  Plant Huggers sent out the invitation.  Topics to be discussed were read 
to members by S. Parsons. 
 
CORRESPONDENCE:      All correspondence was listed on the 9/27/10 agenda. 
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OPEN TO COMMISSION MEMBERS:  M. Petrus stated that the Recycling 
Committee needs new members.  He suggested that we place an ad in the VIP.  
Secretary reminded members that an ad is usually placed by the Township Clerk at 
the end of the year asking all residents to volunteer to serve on any Township 
committee/board.  D. Kellogg suggested that members might attend outside group 
meetings, such as the Senior Citizens, to try to recruit new members. 
 
OPEN TO THE PUBLIC:  G. Robbi was present.  She reported that the Township 
Committee recently approved funds to preserve the Zuegaer property.    
 
ADJOURN:   8:33 PM Motion for adjournment was received from D. Kellogg 
and T. Robbi seconded the motion.  All were in favor.   
 
 
 
 
 
                                                            ___________________________________ 
                  Joyce S. Corboy, Secretary 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
cc:  Env. Com. Members Board of Adjustment          Board of Health 
      Twp. Com. & Clerk          Democrat Newspaper         Recreation Com. 
      Twp. Bulletin Brd.            Trenton Times                    Recycling Com. 
      Planning Board                  Associate Members            Agric. Adv. Com. 
      Farmland & Open Space Preservation 
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