
     MINUTES 
 

East Amwell Township Environmental Commission 
         Business Meeting 

March 28, 2011 
7:30 p.m. 

 
CALL TO ORDER:  The March 28, 2011 Business Meeting of the East Amwell 
Township Environmental Commission was called to order by Chairperson, S. Parsons at 
7:35 PM. 
 
In compliance with the Open Public Meeting Act, S. Parsons announced that this is the 
Regular Business Meeting of the Environmental Commission, as published in the 
Hunterdon County Democrat on January 27, 2011.  A copy of tonight’s agenda was filed 
with the Township Clerk and the Township Committee, forwarded to the Hunterdon 
County Democrat, and the Trenton Times Newspaper, distributed to the various East 
Amwell Township Committees and Boards, and was posted on the Township Bulletin 
Board. 
 
ROLL CALL:   
PRESENT:   S. Parsons, M. Petrus, D. Sageser, T. Robbi, J.Angelone,  
                       E. Feinberg, J. Corboy (Secretary) 
ABSENT:      D. Kellogg, F. Clair, J. Bradstreet,  B. Hummel 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS:  No announcements were made. 
 
PRESENTATION:  South Branch Watershed Association – Update on Neshanic 
Restoration Project: 
 
S. Parsons asked our speakers to introduce themselves: 
Zeyan Qui, PhD. – New Jersey’s Science & Technology University, 
Kathleen P. Hale – Principal Watershed Protection Specialist – New Jersey Water Supply                          
                                                                                                              Authority 
Christine Hall – RD&D Coordinator – Natural Resources Conservation Service 
 
S. Parsons informed members that this group made a special presentation to the 
Township Committee a couple of week ago.  
 
Brief Background taken from the Executive Summary: 
The Neshanic River watershed is located in Hunterdon County and encompasses Raritan, 
Delaware and East Amwell Townships and Flemington Borough.  It is the headwater 
watershed of the Raritan River Basin in Central New Jersey.  In Spring 2005, a group of 
water resource professionals from various agencies were assembled to discuss how a 
systematic approach should be taken to evaluate the water quality problems and to 
develop a roadmap for restoring water quality in the Neshanic River watershed.  A 
proposal for developing the Neshanic River Watershed Restoration Plan was developed.   
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The plan will detail the management measures needed to achieve the necessary reduction 
in bacteria and attain water quality standards for total phosphorus, total suspended solids, 
reduce the aquatic life impairments to a non-impaired level and outline the possibility of 
restoring the base flow of the Neshanic River. 
 
This is a restoration as well as a prevention project.  Environmental Commission 
members received a copy of the Executive Summary and reviewed maps presented.  It 
was suggested that anyone interested in the official draft report log onto their website.  
Dr. Qui went on to explain that there are many issues to consider, but primarily roadside 
ditches and pastureland located near streams are a continual problem to water quality.  In 
East Amwell Township, primary concerns of this study are the areas of Boss Road, 
Rynearson Road and Sergeantsville Road for roadside ditches.  T. Robbi mentioned the 
recent discussions in the Township of the use of Road Salt vs. cinders during the winter 
season, and how these two items might affect roadside ditches.     
 
Areas of pastureland located next to streams were indicated on the maps.  It was 
mentioned that there might not be a problem now, but this group is hoping to educate the 
public of how misuse of these areas could affect stream quality in the future.  S. Parsons 
asked how we could help, both now and in the future.  She suggested that the Agricultural 
Advisory Committee be contacted.  It was also suggested that the Tax Assessor, M. 
Busher, be contacted.  Since failed septic systems affect nearby water quality, it was 
suggested that the Board of Health be contacted.  Several management measures are 
mentioned in the Executive Report and the public should have knowledge of these.   
Members discussed several ways of reaching the public with this information.   S. 
Parsons promised our assistance with suggested contacts.  Grant application is expected 
after the project/plan is accepted and the speakers asked for our assistance and support.          
 
PRESENTATION OF MINUTES:              January 24, 2011 – Reorganization Meeting     
       
The minutes of the February 28, 2011 business meeting were motioned for approval by T. 
Robbi, and with a second from M. Petrus, were approved with one spelling correction on 
page one.  There was one abstention.    
 
LAST MINUTE ADDITIONS TO TONIGHT’S AGENDA:   
1.  Letter from N. C. Rahman/SBWA, 3/11/11, re:  21st Annual SBRR Clean-Up 
2.  2011 East Amwell Township Employees & Officials Handbook   
 
PRESENTATION OF BILLS:  none presented 
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REPORTS: 
a.  Planning Board – D. Sageser informed members that he was on vacation during the 
time of the last Planning Board meeting.  Thus, no report received.  S. Parsons reminded 
him that he promised to send us a copy of the recently adopted Solar Ordinance.        
b.  Township Committee – Representative was absent this evening.  Thus, no report was 
received.  
c.  Recycling Committee – M. Petrus informed members that batteries will no longer be 
collected as recyclables.  They can be discarded as garbage.  The Recycling Committee is 
continuing its discussion on recycling enforcement – latest suggestions were read off.    
d.  Farmland/Open Space Preservation –   T. Robbi informed member that he recently 
attended the “Land Rally,” where he obtained information on Green Acres celebrating 
their 50th Anniversary.  It is the oldest, continuous state-supported open space program in 
the country and one of its most successful.  Together with public and nonprofit partners, 
the Green Acres Program has directly protected 650,000 acres of open space and 
provided hundreds of outdoor recreational facility around the State.  There will be a 
contest for the public to showcase photographs of Green Acres properties.  Check their 
website for the latest plans – www.nj.gov/dep/ga50/.  He also mentioned the preservation 
of the Drift Farm – across from the school.              
e.  Site Review Committee – T. Robbi stated that we have received a Board of 
Adjustment application for a solar farm (Block 3, Lots 1 & 2.02).  As of this date, the 
application has not been deemed complete.  He stated that when it is, we should do a site 
visit.   
f.  Public Outreach – No report received.  M. Petrus reported that S. Katz’ contact person 
at the school is leaving and she is waiting for the name of a new contact person.       
g.  Conservation Easements – S. Parson stated that the letters are ready to be sent out of 
the last four sites visited.  Information was given to the secretary who will prepare and 
mail them.    E. Feinberg reported that he investigated websites that produce information 
on properties with conservation easements.  Some costs might be involved.  T. Robbi 
stated that he would be concerned about confidentiality and legal risks.  M. Petrus 
suggested that a date be set for the next group of properties that need to be site visited.  T. 
Robbi suggested that sites be picked that are located near streams.                         
h.  Stream Quality Assessment – D. Kellogg was absent this evening.  Thus, no report 
was received.  S. Parsons inquired about the recent testing of the water samples.  T. 
Robbi stated that for the most part, some of the sites were the same as the testing done 
last August.  No red flags indicated.  Last year, the highest results for salt were found on 
Lindbergh Road.       
 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS: 
 
NEW BUSINESS:  
a.  2011 Goals – Members reviewed the draft 2011 Goals.  Motion was made to 
accept the 2011 Goals as read by T. Robbi.  Motion was seconded by M. Petrus and  

http://www.nj.gov/dep/ga50/
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the vote was unanimously in favor.  Secretary will distribute to all boards and 
committees.  
 
CORRESPONDENCE:      All correspondence was listed on the 3/28/10 agenda. 
Last minute additions are listed earlier in these minutes.   
 
OPEN TO COMMISSION MEMBERS:  S. Parsons stated that she contacted the 
Recycling Committee about organizing the Newsletter on the website.  Hopefully, 
they will discuss it at their next meeting.  Currently, all information should be 
posted on the website and/or the VIP.  T. Robbi suggested that handouts could 
distributed at the Plant Exchange Day. 
 
OPEN TO THE PUBLIC:  None present.   
 
ADJOURN:   9:05 PM Motion for adjournment was received from D. Sageser 
and E. Feinberg seconded the motion.  All were in favor.   
 
                     
 
 
                                                               ___________________________________ 
                  Joyce S. Corboy, Secretary 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
cc:  Env. Com. Members Board of Adjustment          Board of Health 
      Twp. Com. & Clerk          Democrat Newspaper         Recreation Com. 
      Twp. Bulletin Brd.            Trenton Times                    Recycling Com. 
      Planning Board                  Associate Members            Agric. Adv. Com. 
      Farmland & Open Space Preservation  
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