
     MINUTES 
East Amwell Township Environmental Commission 

                    Business Meeting 
                                                       June 25, 2012 

7:30 p.m. 
 
CALL TO ORDER:  The June 25, 2012 Business Meeting of the East Amwell 
Township Environmental Commission was called to order by Chairperson, M. 
Petrus at 7:36 PM. 
 
In compliance with the Open Public Meeting Act, M. Petrus announced that this is 
the Regular Business Meeting of the Environmental Commission, as published in 
the Hunterdon County Democrat on January 26, 2012.  A copy of tonight’s agenda 
was filed with the Township Clerk and the Township Committee, forwarded to the 
Hunterdon County Democrat, and the Trenton Times Newspaper, distributed to the 
various East Amwell Township Committees and Boards, and was posted on the 
Township Bulletin Board. 
 
ROLL CALL:   
PRESENT:   M. Petrus, T. Robbi, D.  Sageser, J. Angelone, D. Kellogg,  
                       J. Corboy (Secretary) 
ABSENT:      E. Feinberg, F. Clair, J. Bradstreet, S. Grace, B. Hummel 
 
PRESENTATION BY RARITAN HEADQUARTERS: 
Topic:  Well Testing Service 
 
Mr. Bill Kibler introduced himself as the Director of Policy and Science at Raritan 
Headwaters Association.  The merger between South Branch Watershed Association 
and the Upper Raritan Watershed Association came about on 10/1/11.   Raritan 
Headquarters Association is a non-profit conservation organization covering 470 
miles and 39 municipalities.  It encompasses Morris, Somerset and Hunterdon 
Counties.  Eighty percent of this area is on well water, whether community or 
private, as well as having septic systems.  The Raritan Basin is the largest basin 
located totally in New Jersey.   
  
They began providing a well testing service in 1974, both to a community and on a 
individual basis.  EPA and DEP recommend testing well water on a yearly basis.  
With increased development comes increased risk of water pollution.  The following 
are a list of available test kits:  coliform bacteria & related pathogens, nitrates, iron, 
magenese, lead, arsenic, pesticides/herbidices, and radon.  M. Petrus inquired if test 
findings are released to the community, indicating, perhaps, a pattern or quality of 
water.  All results are released only to the home owner and are entirely private.  
However, they are now working on organizing a data base which could possibly 
map out an area that might be having a problem without indicating specifics such as 
name, etc.  Their well testing lab is certified by the NJDEP.  Some of the advantages 
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include:  ensuring your community has safe water, provide this service at a 
discount, and educating residents about monitoring their wells and septics.    
 
Mr. Kibler proceeded to introduce Margaret Logreira, who is in charge of their 
Well Testing Program.   She went on to explain the logistics of the process.  The 
basic well testing kit costs $60 and tests for coliform and nitrates.  The entire testing 
kit will probably run over $200.  They recommend testing either in the spring or 
fall.  Well testing kits would be delivered to the Municipal Building approximately 3 
– 4 weeks before the drop-off date.  This would allow a resident ample time to 
purchase a kit.  On the morning of the drop-off date, all residents who purchased 
kits, would have to deliver their testing bottles to the Municipal Building by a 
certain time.  Once all kits received, they would be delivered to the testing lab.  
Results are usually received in a week’s time, especially is there is a problem.  
Normal testing results may be delivered in a couple of weeks.  
 
Members proceeded to ask several questions mostly about the fine details.  
Members decided on a Fall time period – 10/9/12 will be the drop off date.  J. 
Angelone made the motion that we proceed to provide a Well Testing Service 
(10/9/12 – drop off date) in East Amwell Township this year.  D. Kellogg seconded 
the motion and the vote was unanimously in favor.  Well testing kits will be 
available during the month of September (9/10/12 & on) at the Municipal Building.  
D. Kellogg and J. Angelone will head up this project.  Final details will be worked 
out between them and M. Logreira.  D. Kellogg and J. Angelone will also work on 
publicity for this event.  J. Angelone volunteered to be available to sell water testing 
kits at the October Depot Day.  M. Petrus thanked our visitors for their presentation 
and information provided. 
                      
ANNOUNCEMENTS:  No announcements were made. 
 
PRESENTATION OF MINUTES:                        May 30, 2012 – Business Meeting     
       
The minutes of the May 30, 2012 Business Meeting were motioned for approval by 
T. Robbi and with a second from J. Angelone, were approved with no 
additions/deletions.  There were two abstentions.    
 
LAST MINUTE ADDITIONS TO TONIGHT’S AGENDA:  No additions.  
 
PRESENTATION OF BILLS:  None presented   
 
REPORTS: 
a.  Planning Board – D. Sageser stated that the Planning Board did not hold a 
meeting last month.  He indicated that they are on the verge of finalizing the draft  
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Tree Harvesting Ordinance, eliminating the need for a permit and working out how 
the ordinance will be enforced.  He also indicated that the solar situation has quieted 
down.           
b.  Township Committee – D. Sageser stated that reassessment in East Amwell 
Township has been approved and authorized by the Township Committee.  Re-
assessments will probably begin in Fall 2012.  The Township Committee has also 
taken steps to protect the COAH housing funds.  He also mentioned the concerns 
about recent CFO irregularities.  There has been a full review and they found that 
the only problem was that work was not done in a timely fashion – no missing funds.  
A new CFO will be required to spend more time in the office.  Jane Luhrs, former 
CFO, is back on a limited engagement, while the search goes on for a new CFO.  
c.  Recycling Committee – M. Petrus reported that the Recycling Committee has 
noticed that there has been a drop in volume at recent Depot Days.  Secretary stated 
that they have found other waste disposal companies are now offering waste 
disposal and recycling services to East Amwell Township residents, often at a lower 
price.           
d.  Farmland/Open Space Preservation –   T. Robbi stated that the Lang property 
has closed.  This allows access to the Omick site.  No plans yet for the property.  
FOSPC is still waiting for an answer concerning the Trail Building grant 
application.  Delaware & Raritan has expressed interest in a property close to the 
Lang property. 
 
M. Petrus reported that he attended the Trail Building (Upper Stony Brook area) 
Meeting.  Parking was discussed – deed states trails only.  Dick Ginman and M. 
Petrus will draw up a trail map, submit it for approval and, if approved, will work 
with volunteers to build the trails.         
e.  Site Review Committee – T. Robbi stated that an application has been received 
by the Zoning Board of Adjustment – block 33, lot 20.  Application has been deemed 
complete at their 6/12/12 meeting and anticipated public hearing date is 7/10/12.  
Stream runs through the property and adjacent property has a drainage easement.  
Members reviewed the application and decided that a site visit is appropriate.     
f..  Public Outreach – D. Kellogg reported that the 4-H Fair application has been 
filled out and will be mailed this weekend.  As reported previously, letters have been 
sent to the surrounding communities. She plans on following up with phone calls to 
the letter recipients shortly.  Members proceeded to discuss the logistics of how to 
present and transport the bean seeds to the Fair Grounds.  Other types of seeds 
were discussed.  M. Petrus will contact Sweet Valley about the final plans for 
picking up the bean seeds, etc.  
g.  Conservation Easements – J. Bradstreet was absent this evening.  Thus, no report 
was received.  J. Angelone stated that he had contact with one of the recent letter 
recipients.  M. Petrus stated that he has received two return phone calls from recent 
letter recipients and will be contacting them shortly to arrange site visits.                         
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h.  Stream Quality Assessment – D. Kellogg stated that she had nothing to report on 
this topic this evening.      
 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS:  None presented. 
 
NEW BUSINESS:   None presented.  
 
CORRESPONDENCE:      All correspondence was listed on the 6/25/12 agenda. 
 
OPEN TO COMMISSION MEMBERS:  No comments received. 
 
OPEN TO THE PUBLIC:  None present.   
 
ADJOURN:  9:25 PM Motion for adjournment was received from D. Kellogg 
and J. Angelone seconded the motion.  All were in favor.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                            ___________________________________ 
                  Joyce S. Corboy, Secretary 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
cc:  Env. Com. Members Board of Adjustment          Board of Health 
      Twp. Com. & Clerk          Democrat Newspaper         Recreation Com. 
      Twp. Bulletin Brd.            Trenton Times                    Recycling Com. 
      Planning Board                  Associate Members            Agric. Adv. Com. 
      Farmland & Open Space Preservation  
 
                                                                                                                                                                                             


