
     MINUTES 

East Amwell Township Environmental Commission 

                    Business Meeting 

                                                       July 23, 2012 

7:30 p.m. 

 

CALL TO ORDER:  The July 23, 2012 Business Meeting of the East Amwell 

Township Environmental Commission was called to order by Chairperson, M. 

Petrus at 7:33 PM. 

 

In compliance with the Open Public Meeting Act, M. Petrus announced that this is 

the Regular Business Meeting of the Environmental Commission, as published in 

the Hunterdon County Democrat on January 26, 2012.  A copy of tonight’s agenda 

was filed with the Township Clerk and the Township Committee, forwarded to the 

Hunterdon County Democrat, and the Trenton Times Newspaper, distributed to the 

various East Amwell Township Committees and Boards, and was posted on the 

Township Bulletin Board. 

 

ROLL CALL:   

PRESENT:   M. Petrus, D. Kellogg, J. Bradstreet, S. Grace,   

                       J. Corboy (Secretary) 

ABSENT:      D. Sageser, T. Robbi, E. Feinberg, F. Clair, J. Angelone, B. Hummel 

                      

ANNOUNCEMENTS:  No announcements were made. 

 

PRESENTATION OF MINUTES:                        June 25, 2012 – Business Meeting     

       

The minutes of the June 25, 2012 Business Meeting were motioned for approval by 

D. Kellogg and with a second from M. Petrus, were approved with no 

additions/deletions.  There were two abstentions.    

 

LAST MINUTE ADDITIONS TO TONIGHT’S AGENDA:  No additions.  

 

PRESENTATION OF BILLS:  None presented   

 

REPORTS: 

a.  Planning Board – D. Sageser was absent this evening.  Thus, no report was 

received.  

b.  Township Committee – D. Sageser was absent this evening.  Thus, no report was 

received. 

c.  Recycling Committee – M. Petrus reported that the Recycling Committee had a 

presentation from a member of the Pennington Farmers Market – Recycling 

Program.  They hold recycling once a month and only recycle specific items, such 

as:  Styrofoam egg cartons, athletic shoes, wine corks, etc.  On specific occasions, 

they also recycle block Styrofoam and sheet Styrofoam.  There was also a discussion 

on moving the Depot Day dumpsters to the Grit Yard.  Members did not agree with  
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that suggestion made by T. Matheny for several reasons mentioned by M. Petrus.  

However, they did agree with opening the Grit Yard each Depot Day, so that 

residents could deposit their brush, twigs, etc.  They could also pick up a load of 

mulch.  M. Petrus also mentioned that the Recycling Committee was advised that it 

will no longer be necessary for them to pick up the recycling at the 4-H Fair.  This 

will be done by the 4-H Fair workers and/or waste hauler workers.             

d.  Farmland/Open Space Preservation –   T. Robbi was absent this evening.  

However, he sent this report prior to the meeting via e-mail. 

“Note year-end report and map included with your tax bill. 

Recent closings: 

Drift – 54 acres across from school 

Black River Farm on Boss Road – 62 acres, 100% SADC funded 

Holcombe on Wertsville Rd. – 95 acres, 100% SADC funded 

SADC is State Ag. Dev. Committee (NJ) 

Project in process:  Plimpton Estate on Rileyville, just north of county Sourland 

Reserve. 

Note Astronomy evening at Cider Mill Preserve (Perseid Shower).  August 12. D&R 

conducted.”     

e.  Site Review Committee – M. Petrus & T. Robbi site visited Block 33, Lot 20 – a 

Board of Adjustment application and found no environmental concerns (see agenda 

item # j.4.).  However, they did make the following recommendation:  the increased 

impervious coverage created by the proposed addition could be ameliorated by 

adding a rain garden in the natural depression below the proposed addition and 

between the large pine and the west property line.    In addition, the homeowner 

agrees to leave a large un-mown buffer at two points between open areas and the 

stream.     

f..  Public Outreach – M. Petrus stated that he recently confirmed the donations of 

seeds from Sweet Valley Farm.  Members went on to discuss how to distribute the 

seeds and decided on plastic packets.  D. Kellogg reported that she has received 

responses from Raritan Township, Delaware Township and Sergeantsville.  She also 

distributed the sign-up sheets to members for working at the fair on three hour 

shifts.  M. Petrus volunteered to do the set up and tear down process.  D. Kellogg 

will arrange to get a voucher amount with T. Matheny.      

g.  Conservation Easements – J. Bradstreet stated that he has started to track 

responses from the letters already sent out.  He had three more names for the 

secretary to issue additional letters.  He reported receiving a telephone call from an 

irate resident, issuing threats, but never leaving his name.                             
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h.  Stream Quality Assessment – D. Kellogg stated that she had nothing to report on 

this topic this evening.      

 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS:   

a.  Updates on Well Water Testing -  D. Kellogg reported that she has not yet heard 

from Raritan Headquarters to confirm dates and information.  She agreed to 

compose an article for the September issue of the VIP.    Secretary provided brief 

information on the upcoming Well Water Testing to the VIP for the July-August 

issue.  Full information will be supplied for the September issue.  Secretary also 

reported that she has not yet received the brochures promised for the 4-H Fair 

booth/distribution. 

 

NEW BUSINESS:   None presented.  

 

CORRESPONDENCE:      All correspondence was listed on the 7/23/12 agenda. 

 

OPEN TO COMMISSION MEMBERS:  D. Kellogg reported complete satisfaction 

with the Raritan Headquarters Association Summer Camp for children.  M. Petrus 

reported on an interesting article he recently read on coyotes, foxes, white-footed 

mice and lyme disease ticks        

 

OPEN TO THE PUBLIC:  None present.   

 

ADJOURN:  8:00 PM Motion for adjournment was received from J. 

Bradstreet.  D. Kellogg seconded the motion.  All were in favor.   

 

 

 

 

                                                            ___________________________________ 

                  Joyce S. Corboy, Secretary 

 

 

 

cc:  Env. Com. Members Board of Adjustment          Board of Health 

      Twp. Com. & Clerk          Democrat Newspaper         Recreation Com. 

      Twp. Bulletin Brd.            Trenton Times                    Recycling Com. 

      Planning Board                  Associate Members            Agric. Adv. Com. 

      Farmland & Open Space Preservation                           

 

                                                                                                                    


