
     MINUTES 

East Amwell Township Environmental Commission 

                    Business Meeting 

                                                       August 27, 2012 

7:30 p.m. 

 

CALL TO ORDER:  The August 27, 2012 Business Meeting of the East Amwell 

Township Environmental Commission was called to order by Chairperson, M. 

Petrus at 7:40 PM. 

 

In compliance with the Open Public Meeting Act, M. Petrus announced that this is 

the Regular Business Meeting of the Environmental Commission, as published in 

the Hunterdon County Democrat on January 26, 2012.  A copy of tonight’s agenda 

was filed with the Township Clerk and the Township Committee, forwarded to the 

Hunterdon County Democrat, and the Trenton Times Newspaper, distributed to the 

various East Amwell Township Committees and Boards, and was posted on the 

Township Bulletin Board. 

 

ROLL CALL:   

PRESENT:   M. Petrus, T. Robbi, J. Bradstreet, S. Grace, E. Feinberg   

                       J. Corboy (Secretary) 

ABSENT:      D. Sageser, D. Kellogg, F. Clair, J. Angelone, B. Hummel 

                      

ANNOUNCEMENTS:  No announcements were made. 

 

PRESENTATION OF MINUTES:                        July 23, 2012 – Business Meeting     

       

The minutes of the July 23, 2012 Business Meeting were motioned for approval by J. 

Bradstreet, and with a second from S. Grace, were approved with no 

additions/deletions.  There were two abstentions.    

 

LAST MINUTE ADDITIONS TO TONIGHT’S AGENDA:  No additions.  

 

PRESENTATION OF BILLS:  None presented   

 

REPORTS: 

a.  Planning Board – D. Sageser was absent this evening.  Thus, no report was 

received.  

b.  Township Committee – D. Sageser was absent this evening.  Thus, no report was 

received. 

c.  Recycling Committee – M. Petrus informed members that the Good Will 

Industries truck will be present at the October 2012 Depot Day to collect used 

clothing, furniture and electronics.  Starting in September 2012, the Grit Yard will 

be open during the hours of the Depot Day.  Residents can deposit brush, etc., and 

also pick up mulch.  T. Robbi reminded members that the mulch might contain  
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black walnut tree (toxic) remnants and the fact that this item inhibits growth of 

other plants.  J. Bradstreet stated that there will be an article in the September VIP 

with full information about the grit yard opening.  M. Petrus also informed 

members that residents are continuing to deposit bottles and cans in plastic bags.  

Bags should be opened and the cans and bottles should be deposited into the 

dumpster.  A sign will be made up to inform residents.  There is a large supply of 

TerraCycle items in the shed, which he hopes to take to the school once they open in 

September.  The October VIP will have an informative article on the recycling of 

prescription medications.  T. Mathews volunteered to check on exactly what 

happens to the plastic bags that Shop-Rite, and other stores, recycle.  M. Petrus then 

gave members a brief verbal report of the recycling at the 4-H Fair.   E. Johanson, 

Recycling Committee member, was a great help to him throughout the Fair.  The 4-

H Fair Committee did the collection of the container recycling this year.  M. Petrus 

& E. Johanson collected cardboard and plastic bags.  Hopefully, the 4-H Fair 

Committee will take charge of all recycling in the future.  M. Petrus reported that 

they did not have a sufficient supply of containers this year.  The 4-H Fair 

Committee is investigating purchasing plastic bags for recycling.  Recycling at other 

events held at the Fair Grounds is also being investigated.              

d.  Farmland/Open Space Preservation –   T. Robbi gave members information on 

the astronomy evening at Cider Mill Preserve (Perseid Shower).  (August 12. D&R 

conducted.)   There were quite a few attendees for this event.  The sky was not 

exactly in an ideal state for viewing of the meteorites.           

e.  Site Review Committee – No report received.     

f..  Public Outreach – M. Petrus stated that D. Kellogg was able to schedule all time 

periods at the booth.  He was very pleased to report that he received many 

donations of seeds, and related materials, from various sources:  Sweet Valley, 

Lowe’s, Rosedale Mills, etc.  He made some purchases, such as small plastic bags, 

and will prepare a voucher.  Letters of appreciation will have to be prepared and 

sent to all who donated items.  He suggested that for next year the Commission 

consider purchasing a new banner and new tablecloth.  All surrounding tables in 

the tent were well marked, whereas, the East Amwell Township table was not.  

Topic should be put on February 2013 agenda for discussion and investigation.  T. 

Robbi suggested using decals, but they may not hold up as well as an actual banner.            

g.  Conservation Easements – J. Bradstreet stated that he prepared another article 

for the VIP to alert and inform residents.  He stated that so far ten letters have been 

sent and he has received four responses.  Responses from owners have not been 

good, so he will have to consider making telephone contact with them.  One site visit 

was made this past month, and another one is planned shortly.  According to the 

spread sheet there are 85 properties that have conservation easements.  He provided 

secretary with two more names (three properties) at tonight’s meeting.                                 
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h.  Stream Quality Assessment – D. Kellogg was absent this evening.  Thus, no 

report was received.      

 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS:   

a.  Updates on Well Water Testing -  Secretary reported that informational 

materials were received from Raritan Headwaters Association for the 4-H Fair 

Booth.  Also, D. Kellogg prepared an article for the September issue of the VIP.  

Secretary also sent that same article to T. Stahl for insertion into the East Amwell 

Township website.  As of this date, the testing kits and registration forms are to be 

delivered to the Municipal Building by September 10, available for sale from that 

date onward.  Testing bottles will be collected on October 9 between 7:30 – 9:00 AM 

at the Municipal Building.  Checks are to be made out to the Raritan Headwaters 

Association.   

  

NEW BUSINESS:   None presented.  

 

CORRESPONDENCE:      All correspondence was listed on the 8/27/12 agenda. 

 

OPEN TO COMMISSION MEMBERS:  No comments received.        

 

OPEN TO THE PUBLIC:  None present.   

 

ADJOURN:  8:22 PM Motion for adjournment was received from J. 

Bradstreet.  T. Robbi seconded the motion.  All were in favor.   

 

 

 

 

                                                            ___________________________________ 

                  Joyce S. Corboy, Secretary 

 

 

 

cc:  Env. Com. Members Board of Adjustment          Board of Health 

      Twp. Com. & Clerk          Democrat Newspaper         Recreation Com. 

      Twp. Bulletin Brd.            Trenton Times                    Recycling Com. 

      Planning Board                  Associate Members            Agric. Adv. Com. 

      Farmland & Open Space Preservation                           

 

                                                                                                                    


