
     MINUTES 
East Amwell Township Environmental Commission 

                    Business Meeting 
                                                     September 24, 2012 

7:30 p.m. 
 
CALL TO ORDER:  The September 24, 2012 Business Meeting of the East Amwell 
Township Environmental Commission was called to order by Chairperson, M. 
Petrus at 7:32 PM. 
 
In compliance with the Open Public Meeting Act, M. Petrus announced that this is 
the Regular Business Meeting of the Environmental Commission, as published in 
the Hunterdon County Democrat on January 26, 2012.  A copy of tonight’s agenda 
was filed with the Township Clerk and the Township Committee, forwarded to the 
Hunterdon County Democrat, and the Trenton Times Newspaper, distributed to the 
various East Amwell Township Committees and Boards, and was posted on the 
Township Bulletin Board. 
 
ROLL CALL:   
PRESENT:   M. Petrus, D. Sageser, T. Robbi, D. Kellogg, S. Grace,   
                       J. Corboy (Secretary) 
ABSENT:      J. Angelone, J. Bradstreet, E. Feinberg, F. Clair, J. Angelone,  
                       B. Hummel 
                      
ANNOUNCEMENTS:  No announcements were made. 
 
OPEN TO THE PUBLIC:  M. Petrus opened the meeting to the public.  T. Robbi 
seconded the motion. 
 
Tracy Carluccio was present to bring the Commission up-to-date on the work of the 
Sourland Alliance – Phase II.  They have developed a new pamphlet entitled “Water 
Conservation Advisory.”  It is an outreach effort to all residents on how to protect 
and preserve our waters.  It will be ready for distribution shortly.   
 
Another effort of the Sourland Alliance is to be sure that all municipalities have a   
water conservation ordinance.  Currently, East Amwell Township does not have 
one.   All other municipalities in the Alliance do have one, in varying degrees.  M. 
Petrus inquired about the State requirements.  State requirements are very lax.   .  
If an ad-hoc committee was formed to develop this ordinance, would someone from 
the Environmental Commission be willing to serve on it?  M. Petrus asked if there is 
a sample ordinance available.  Stony Brook-MiIlstone does have a good model 
ordinance which could be used.  The Planning Board will be working on this project 
D. Sageser inquired about how many streams would actually be affected by an 
ordinance – would this exceed wetland designation?     D. Kellogg questioned what 
kind of maintenance will be required.  East Amwell Township owns a lot of land –  
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would they have to maintain the buffers along the streams?  T. Carluccio stated that 
most of the ordinances are more of what you can do and not do, not maintenance.  
T. Robbi made a suggestion of having an ordinance for the Sourland area only – 
would that be possible?  T. Carluccio asked if she could send us copies of the model 
ordinance and other municipalities’ ordinances.  The Commission members agreed 
to review them and forward their comments back to her.  M. Petrus motioned to 
close to the public and T. Robbi seconded the motion.       
  
PRESENTATION OF MINUTES:                        August 27, 2012 – Business Meeting     
       
The minutes of the August 27, 2012 Business Meeting were motioned for approval 
by T. Robbi, and with a second from M. Petrus, were approved with one correction 
on page two - Recycling Committee report.  There were two abstentions.    
 
LAST MINUTE ADDITIONS TO TONIGHT’S AGENDA:   
a.  Memo from K. Baldino, CFO, 9/21/12, re:  2012 Budget Appropriation Transfers  
   (to be discussed under New Business) 
 
PRESENTATION OF BILLS:  None presented   
 
REPORTS: 
a.  Planning Board – D. Sageser stated that the Planning Board has finished their 
work on the draft Tree Harvesting Ordinance and have sent it to the Township 
Committee for approval.  It was reviewed by the Township attorney.      
b.  Township Committee – D. Sageser reported that the Township Committee has 
requested some changes in the Solar Ordinance – preservation of farmland 
character – propose changing density to 50% of the property for solar application - 
maintain a principle residency on the property.  A buffer of trees around the solar 
panels was also suggested.  It is hoped that the revised solar ordinance will be ready 
for a public hearing in November 2012.    It was noted that there has been a drop in 
solar panel applications.    
c.  Recycling Committee – M. Petrus informed members that the number of 
recyclers at Depot Days is down somewhat in the past few months.   Grit yard is now 
open during the hours of Depot Days.  Signs will be made up to post early on Friday 
informing residents of the Grit Yard opening.  D. Sageser inquired if the numbers 
are down at the Depot, is this due to more curbside recycling?  Recycling Committee 
members also discussed more education about recycling, especially at the school.  M. 
Petrus investigated as to whether other events at the County Fair Grounds are 
recycling and found that they are not.  Some of these events are sponsored by the 4-
H group and he requested that the 4-H club members be utilized to perform 
recycling at their sponsored events. 



East Amwell Township Environmental Commission 
          September 24, 2012 
                   Page Three 
  
 
d.  Farmland/Open Space Preservation –   T. Robbi stated that 2 small lots in the 
mountain area are being considered for preservation – nearing completion.  
Township Committee approval was received recently.  These lots would extend the 
Cattail Brook preserve – northeast section of the Township.  They have no formal 
road access – small lots of approximately 10 acres each.  Delaware & Raritan and 
the Township Committee are working on this preservation.           
e.  Site Review Committee – No report received.     
f.  Public Outreach – M. Petrus informed members that he attended a Saturday AM 
meeting at Clawson Park on tree management, tree and plant identification.  Mr. 
Christian Plunkett was present from the Shade Tree Commission.  Members 
discussed and decided that the Shade Tree Commission does not exactly apply to 
East Amwell Township – too rural.  D. Sageser explained some of the reasons 
behind this thought.  D. Kellogg stated that she will be meeting with S. Ernst at the 
East Amwell school tomorrow and she may be speaking to the students about 
streams, trout and easements.  M. Petrus mentioned that he is still working on the 
Trails/Rails to Lambertville project.              
g.  Conservation Easements – J. Bradstreet was absent this evening.  Thus, no report 
was received.  M. Petrus informed members that he performed a site visit to a 
property on Van Lieus and Back Brook.  Report will be issued shortly.                                   
h.  Stream Quality Assessment – No report received.      
 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS:   
a.  Updates on Well Water Testing -  M. Petrus and J. Angelone will be present on 
October 9 for delivery of Well Water Testing bottles.  D. Kellogg reported that she 
informed the East Amwell School about Well Water Testing and requested that they 
send information to all parents on their e-mail news base.  Secretary also reported 
that she sent information to the Hunterdon County Democrat. 
b.  2012 Budget Appropriation Transfers – Members discussed and decided to take 
no action at this time, noting that a request will be made for a new banner and 
tablecloth for the 4-H Fair booth.   D. Kellogg suggested that a purchase of covered 
plastic totes be made to store the paper materials, supplies, etc. 
  
NEW BUSINESS:   None presented.  
 
CORRESPONDENCE:      All correspondence was listed on the 9/24/12 agenda. 
 
OPEN TO COMMISSION MEMBERS:  M. Petrus informed member that Linda 
Brown of Rutgers is doing a project on deer management and sent him a 
questionnaire.  He intends to respond to her and was looking for comments from the 
members.  T. Robbi stated that D & R Greenway is continuously doing research on 
deer populations on properties it owns and/or manages in our Township.  Also he  
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knows that New Jersey Fish & Game studies zones in New Jersey for deer 
populations in relation to the hunting rules/seasons.  S. Grace stated that there are 
other studies he knows of in relation to bird and deer populations.           
 
OPEN TO THE PUBLIC:  None present.   
 
ADJOURN:  8:42 PM Motion for adjournment was received from T. Robbi.    
S. Grace seconded the motion.  All were in favor.   
 
 
 
 
                                                            ___________________________________ 
                  Joyce S. Corboy, Secretary 
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