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EAST AMWELL TOWNSHIP 
ENVIRONMENTAL COMMISSION 

REGULAR BUSINESS MEETING 
     May 23, 2016 
          7:30 p.m. 

 
 
CALL TO ORDER:  The May 23rd, 2016 Business Meeting of the East Amwell 
Township Environmental Commission was called to order at 7:34 P.M.  In compliance 
with the Open Public Meeting Act, this is a Regular Business Meeting of the East 
Amwell Environmental Commission, as published in the Hunterdon County Democrat on 
December 17, 2015.  A copy of tonight’s agenda was filed with the Township Clerk and 
the Township Committee, forwarded to the Hunterdon County Democrat, and the 
Trenton Times Newspaper, distributed to the various East Amwell Township Committees 
and Boards, and was posted on the Township Bulletin Board. 
 
ROLL CALL:   
PRESENT: T. Robbi, D. Schleifer, J. Angelone, D. Kellogg, D. Sageser, F. Lippincott, J. 
Frederick, M. Prendamano (secretary) 
ABSENT:     T. Rue, J. Angelone, B. Hummel  
 
PRESENTATION OF MINUTES:                   April 25, 2016 Minutes were presented 
for approval.  T. Robbi made a motion to approve the minutes that was seconded by J. 
Frederick.  All members were in favor of approval of the minutes D. Sageser and F. 
Lippincott.  
 
PRESENTATION OF BILLS: None 
 
LAST MINUTE ADDITIONS: T. Robbi added the Cider Mill Grant.  T. Robbi 
recommended that we not accept the proposed grant of $200 as it would not be enough 
money to cover the cost of the parking area.  T. Robbi made a motion to decline the grant 
that was seconded by F. Lippincott.  All members voted in favor of declining the grant.   
 
D. Schleifer added the school milkweed plantings.  He is collaborating with S. Ernst to 
decide on a location.  S. Sousa has been in contact with her as well.   
 
D, Sageser shared that an eleven acre parcel on the corner of Manners and Larsen has 
been purchased declared a restoration site.  It was probably purchased by one of the 
pipelines.   D. Schleifer thought it would be interesting to find out if there is public 
access.  T. Robbi wondered if AVTA has a trail through it.   
 
D. Schleifer added that he did a drive by of the property on Van Lieus where the 
vegetation was cut along the stream.  He could not tell what was done by comparing to 
aerial photos.  He said that unless there is video to prove that the cutting was done there 
is no recourse.  He said at the north end of the property there is not stream delineation.   
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D. Schleifer mentioned the matter of Stoneybrook Road to D. Sageser.  As D. Sageser is 
the liaison to the DPW, D. Schleifer thought he could bring up the point of the road work 
that was brought to the commission by Mrs. Angelone.  D. Sageser will speak to them 
about their practices with regard to crushed asphalt and environmentally sound ways to 
remediate.   
  
OPEN TO THE PUBLIC: None present. 
 
REPORTS: 

a. Planning Board – D. Sageser reported that the Ridge applied to reduce their 
stream test regime.  They were to test annually at five or six locations and would like to 
modify the regime to test every three years.  They had their own expert.  Essentially they 
have never experienced any measurable deficiency.  There was a proposal that we would 
require them to report any change in their pesticide/herbicide treatment.  S. Sousa felt that 
the bulk of their treatments were in the first two years and they have cut down on the 
amount they use.  This has been going on since January.  A motion was made to deny 
their testing regime.  D. Schleifer thought it would be a good idea to invite Steve Sousa to 
a meeting to discuss the best way to handle the testing.  D. Sageser thought that perhaps 
more property owners adjacent to the stream should be subject to testing as well.  D. 
Schleifer asked if Raritan Headwaters tests the stream.  T. Robbi thought that they did but 
do not test for herbicides/pesticides.  D. Kellogg added that they test to see if the 
organisms in the stream are okay which usually indicates that there is not a particularly 
high level of contaminants.   

 
b. Township Committee- There was nothing new to report. 
 
c. Recycling Committee – M. Prendamano reported that the Recycling Committee 

is doing their first ever small Freon containing collection at the June depot.  The Spring 
clean-up and Roadside Clean-up went well.  The school is participating in a contest 
through TerraCycle where they are competing for a $50,000 playground.  She encouraged 
members to vote every day.   

 
d. FOSPC – D. Kellogg reported that FOSPC met last month and passed a 

resolution to purchase the Higgins tract of land.  They have hired a new FOSPC 
administrator that will start in June.  D. Schleifer inquired what the next step is with the 
Higgins property.  T. Robbi stated that they anticipate a closing in November. 

 
e. Site Review – Nothing to report. 
 
f. Public Outreach/4H Fair – D. Kellogg stated that she would love input for ideas 

or suggestions to revise the table at the fair.  She will once again list volunteer 
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opportunities.  D. Schleifer thought we should add a sign up for trail maintenance.  D. 
Schleifer thought perhaps the Hunterdon County Community Day would be an 
opportunity for outreach next year instead of the 4H Fair.  D. Kellogg thought four days 
at the fair is a lot and it might be better to scale back to the Community Day, Greenfest 
and the Harvest Festival.   

 
g. Conservation Easements –D. Schleifer reported that the ANJEC cd’s  were 

passed around.  He advised the Commission members that he will not be available next 
month and D. Kellogg will chair the meeting.  He added that his father is ill with cancer 
and she will take over as chair temporarily so that he could devote his time to his family.   

 
 
NEW BUSINESS:  
Stewardship Committee Formation – T. Robbi stated that this idea formed from the 
proposed Rambling Pines trail.  The MOA is moving forward and no permits are 
required.  The language of the MOA states that East Amwell Township is responsible for 
maintaining the trail.  His thinking is that we need to have a mechanism in place in the 
event the State asks what are plan is.  He would like to form a subcommittee of the 
Commission that would be responsible for maintenance to whatever trails the township is 
responsible for.  Scout troop 65 has adopted Omick Woods.  D. Kellogg thought it might 
be a good committee to be an ad hoc to the Recreation Committee or any other 
appropriate committees of the township.  T. Robbi made a motion to create the 
Stewardship Committee which was seconded by D. Kellogg.  All members were in favor 
of forming the Stewardship Committee.  D. Kellogg suggested that T. Robbi partner with 
the Environmental Club at the school.  T. Robbi thought perhaps we could recruit Girl 
Scouts.  M. Prendamano offered to email the fourth grade Girl Scout Troop.   
 
The Commission decided to choose officers for the sub-committee next month.  
 
Rain barrel workshop – M. Prendamano heard from the school that we can only have the 
building from noon to 3 on a Friday.  T. Robbi suggested doing it at Clawson Park.  
There is power and water.  M. Prendamano will ask T. Stahl if we could use the facility.  
D. Schleifer noted that the cost would be about $25 per barrel. Pre-registration is 
required. M. Prendamano will put the information in the VIP.  July 17th at 10 a.m. was 
the agreed date and time.   
 
Clawson Park Clean-up – D. Schleifer reported that there were five volunteers that day 
and invasives were removed.  They were there for 2 ½ hours.   
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D. Schleifer added the Kingwood Township Ordinance against fracking.  D. Sageser 
reported that the attorney cautioned against this.  He was not sure why.  T. Robbi added 
that the geology here in East Amwell is not suitable for fracking.   
 
 
CORRESPONDENCE:  Various agendas/minutes from boards and committees.  Letter 
from Stoneybrook Millstone Watershed event announcement;  
 
OPEN TO COMMISSION MEMBERS:  
 
ADJOURN:  9:28 PM.  Motion for adjournment was received from F. Lippincott and D. 
Kellogg seconded the motion.  All were in favor.   
 
 
 
 
                                                            ___________________________________ 
                  Maria Prendamano, Secretary 
 
 
 
cc:  Env. Com. Members Board of Adjustment          Board of Health 
      Twp. Com. & Clerk          Democrat Newspaper         Recreation Com. 
      Twp. Bulletin Brd.            Trenton Times                    Recycling Com. 
      Planning Board                  Associate Members            Agric. Adv. Com. 
      Farmland & Open Space Preservation 
 


