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The Historic Preservation Committee Meeting was called to order at 7:30pm. 

In attendance: 

Members: Pauline Serafin, Barbara Sageser, Frances Gavigan, Jennifer Floyd, Paul Sterchele,  Jim 
Davidson, Dave Harding, Pam McGovern, Mary Van Horn, Kathy Cannelongo 

Historian: Jim Davidson 

Secretary: Christine Rosikiewicz 

Absent: Peg Sullivan 

Statement of Compliance: 

In compliance with the Open Public Meetings Act, this meeting was advertised as a regular meeting 
in the January 22, 2012 issue of the Hunterdon County Democrat.  Notice of the meeting filed with 
the Township Clerk, posted on the Township bulletin board and sent to the Hunterdon County 
Democrat and the Trenton Times on February 24, 2012. 

Approval of Minutes, January 24, 2012:  Mr. Davidson made a motion to approve the January 24, 
2012 minutes; Pauline Serafin seconded the motion. All were in favor; the minutes were approved 
as drafted.  

Open to Public:  

J. Floyd made a motion to open the meeting to the public; M. Van Horn seconded the motion. 
All were in favor, the motion carried.  

Being no comments from the public J. Floyd made a motion to close the meeting to the 
public; M. Van Horn seconded it. All were in favor; the meeting was closed to the public.  

Old Business:  

1. Quick Collection:  J. Floyd reported that she has finished scanning the “Bathing Beauties” 
images, there were around twenty. There are currently over two hundred images in the 
database. The next stage is to set up Past Perfect online. B. Sageser noted that the software 
cost less than had been anticipated; she will contact the company to see when it will be 
received.  

2. Schedule for the first half of the year-history presentations, design awards: J. Davidson will 
hold a presentation on the Lindbergh kidnapping on Sunday March 25th at 2pm at the 
municipal building, it will be approximately an hour long.  He will work with Elric 
Endersby to set up the barn tour. D. Harding suggested the fire lecture take place in May.  
B. Sageser suggested the bus tour be held in the fall.   It was decided that since May is 
Historic Preservation Month the design awards can be combined with the fire lecture. If 
the fire tour does not take place the design awards can be held on March 25th at the March 
event.  
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(Frances Gavigan arrived 7:43) 

3. Clawson House Report: B. Sageser met with the architect on February 15th. She shared plans 
for Clawson House with the Committee and went over the drawings. The period of 
interpretation will be 1850 as that was the railroad era and a period of prosperity for East 
Amwell; it will be a “simple look”.  

The deadline for the grant for Phase II is in March. B. Sageser outlined the phases of 
restoration of the house and provided the Committee with written copies of the outline. D. 
Harding will complete the application for the grant and compose a cover letter. B. Sageser 
will obtain a PDF of the plans and ask the architect for the revised plans.  

K. Cannelongo met with the executive director for the Rockefeller Foundation. She will 
compose a letter regarding a possible grant.  

4. Demolition ordinance update, solar ordinance:  B Sageser addressed the demotion 
ordinance; it should address the following: 

1. Triggering mechanism 

2. Review period 

3. Documentation of  resources  

4. Possibility of penalties 

The Committee mentioned utilizing the County Cultural Commission for help with the 
ordinance, reviewing the SADC model ordinance and researching what other towns 
have in place.  

5. Cavalier – Dippolito farmstead: K Cannelongo reported that the Dippolito’s are in the 
process of obtaining permits for the house; they are hoping to start construction in 
March or April. They are still interested in not demolishing the existing house and 
turning it into a farm building if allowed per the SADC. K. Cannelongo will follow up 
with Ms. Dippolito after March 15th.  J. Floyd noted that the role of the Historic 
Preservation Committee is to be advisory and to find a solution between the 
homeowners and the SADC. B. Sageser suggested a meeting with FOSPC to find ways 
to make the house more viable. K. Cannelongo would like to make plans for the 
Dippolito house for her graduate project; she has conferred with her instructor and 
the Dippolitos.  

  New Business:  

1. Workshop at Drew-March 3rd:  F. Gavigan may attend this workshop.  
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Correspondence 
 

1. PDF of proposed addition: B. Sageser received a PDF from the Zoning Officer of a home on 
Wertsville Rd. where the owner is applying to construct an addition. The addition will be 
removed once it is no longer needed. It was noted that the addition had simple forms and 
the same windows as the house.  

The next Historic Preservation meeting is on March 27th at 7:30pm.  
 
P. Serafin announced that Hunterdon County is planning its 300th birthday over the next two years. 
Each town is holding events such as tours, lectures and concerts. She suggested East Amwell 
participate. B. Sageser suggested a dance. The County birthday is headed by Marcia Karrow and has 
been established as a non-profit.  
 
B. Sageser would like to take a picture of the new fire engine and asked D. Harding to assist her.  
 
J. Davidson reported that three women came to his home and provided him with around seven 
pictures. The pictures are of students and teachers taken at Mt. Grove School, which was on 
Lindbergh Road. He will upload the photographs.  
 
F. Gavigan suggested pictures be taken at Clawson Park, uploaded and documented.  
 
Adjournment 

Mr. Davidson made a motion, seconded by J. Floyd, to adjourn the meeting at 8:50p.m.   The 
motion carried unanimously. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 
___________________________________ 
Christine A. Rosikiewicz 
Historic Preservation Secretary 


