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CALL TO ORDER & OPEN PUBLIC MEETING NOTICE 
The meeting of the East Amwell Recreation Committee was called to order at 7:30 PM by Chairperson 
P. Fick.   P. Fick read the following: In compliance with the Open Public Meetings Act, it was noted that 
this is a regular Business Meeting of the East Amwell Recreation Committee pursuant to the meeting 
notice published in the December 17, 2015, issue of the Hunterdon County Democrat.  Notice of this 
meeting was filed in the Township Clerk’s Office, sent to the Hunterdon County Democrat, and the 
agenda was posted on the municipal bulletin board. 
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Amy Atzert  X X X   X X  X    
Michael Atzert  X X X   X X 7:38 X    
Pete Fick  X X   X X X X X    
Erica Johanson 7:39 X X  X X X      
Chris Kellogg X X X  X   X     
Thyra Zengel  7:40 X     7:42 7:45     
Sandra Gensini 7:35 X   7:39 X  X     
Tim Mathews X    7:39        

Others present: Municipal Clerk Terri Stahl 
 
PRESENTATION BY FARMLAND/OPEN SPACE COMMITTEE ON UP-COMING 
REFERENDUM  Chairwoman Glorianne Robbi was present at this time. 
 
P. Fick said that he wanted to add this item to the agenda.  A copy of the referendum question was 
provided in the packet for tonight.  G. Robbi provided a very detailed history of the open space trust 
fund, with the following highlights:  early farmland purchase was done by bonding and in 1998, a third 
binding question was put to the voters to establish a four cent per $100 of assessed value tax for 
farmland and debt, which passed.   In the middle of 1999, the Township Committee adopted an 
ordinance for this tax, also adding its use for open space, recreation, and historic expenses.  G. Robbi 
mentioned and read legislation at that time that allowed these additional uses for a trust fund.    
 
The matter was raised in June by T. Mathews, who brought it up at the Farmland/Open Space 
Committee (FOSPC) meeting and at the Township Committee, i.e., the original question of using it only 
for farmland and debt and the ordinance allowing the additional uses.    The Township Attorney advised 
that effective immediately, only farmland and debt would be used from the fund, and a question would 
be put to the voters for the additional uses.   A spreadsheet prepared by FOSPC showed the use of the 
open space trust fund for purchase of open space from 2005 through 2015, showing 9 projects (not 
including Clawson Park, which was purchased by Green Acres funds).  The narrative on this handout 
also explained that there have been donations made by neighboring residents who border on preserved 
land, e.g., Omick property was preserved, and subsequently Lang and Wiedemer property owners 
expressed interest in providing easements.  G. Robbi also mentioned working with D & R Greenways as 
a valuable partnership, e.g., they have professional resources; they have access to funds; they provide 
maintenance of open space, etc.   An example of another open space property was mentioned, Cider 
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Mills Preserve, an 89 acre parcel that is a grasslands open space area that the Township did not pay for 
at all.    
 
G. Robbi said that the 9 projects cost $250,000 from the open space trust fund and provided for 
$4,000,000 in land value and 277 acres of preserved land.  This land is all available for public access 
unlike farmland, which is not.    She referenced the pie chart showing 6% of East Amwell funds used for 
these purchases, adding that the majority of the fund was used for debt and farmland.   She mentioned 
that the Township was “very lucky” to have these other properties with help from partnerships.   She 
mentioned the work with New Jersey Conservation Foundation (NJCF) in trying to acquire the Higgins 
property with 414 acres in the Township (2/3 in the Sourland Mountains and 1/3 in farmland).   The 
Township has historically received Green Acres funding, which as they spend down is usually 
replenished by the State.   The Township recently received $310,000 from Green Acres, which they are 
using for the Higgins property’s first phase acquisition of 152 acres.   NJCF is very active in 
preservation and finding foundation money, state money (including pollution fines levied for 
replenishment in the amount of $1,000,000 for the Higgins’ property).  Funding projects means that 
communities must be committed to preservation, and Ms. Robbi spoke about the multitude of volunteers 
who help with trails on these open space properties, D & R Greenways involvement with maintenance, 
and the fox hound club that helps with the Cider Mill preserve.    
 
G. Robbi explained that the question for the referendum will not increase the amount of tax; it will 
remain at four cents.  The question asks the public to authorize its use beyond farmland and debt, as the 
original 1998 question did, to allow it to be used for open space, recreation, and historic uses, as 
explained in the interpretive statement on the question.   She added that the Mayor called Green Acres 
and she called Hunterdon County about the use of their funds for the purchase of the Higgins property, 
and there was nothing in the policies and procedures to prevent this.     
 
On a question from P. Fick, G. Robbi said that if the question fails, the trust fund can no longer be used 
for open space, recreation (fields and Clawson Park), or historic uses, and these expenses would have to 
be met in the regular budget.    A. Atzert felt that it was very important to get the word out to the public.  
P. Fick asked about the money used from this fund for items other than farmland and debt in the past; G. 
Robbi said that this is past and can’t be undone. The trust fund has been used specifically for farmland 
and debt since this discrepancy in the question and approved ordinance was discovered in June.     
 
P. Fick concluded that the Recreation Committee gets the idea and noted the importance of getting the 
word out to the public.   G. Robbi volunteered to come back to the October Recreation Committee to 
speak when more members were present.   
 
G. Robbi commended the Committee on their great work; P. Fick said that it was because of the many 
volunteers on board.   Some comments were exchanged about the attempts to acquire County land in 
West Amwell for more playing fields.  
 
G. Robbi mentioned that boards and committees could not take a stand on the referendum question, one 
way or another, although as citizens they could provide support.   She left the meeting at this time. 
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PUBLIC COMMENT ON NON-AGENDA ITEMS: None 
 
OPEN TO THE PUBLIC: None present. 
 
PRESENTATION OF MINUTES –August 18, 2016 – M. Atzert made a motion to approve that was 
seconded by A. Atzert.  Minutes were approved unanimously. 
 
PRESENTATION OF UPDATED RECREATION BUDGET 
P. Fick said that the budget was the same with no changes. 
 
REPORTS AND UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
 
South County Soccer; East Amwell Fields; South County Park –  R. Skrebel provided a 9/16 handout, 
which P. Fick provided to members.  Highlights include:  fields are not in good condition since the 
sprinkler system is not on.   Stover Wells has been called to fix the sprinkler system.   No practice or 
game schedule is available yet; usage is being shifted to other fields.  There are 147 players signed up 
this season.  R. Skrebel will resign at the end of this season due to family obligations.    
 
Baseball – No report.  
 
Reusable Signs – No report 
 
Bricks for Kids – Completed 
 
Clawson Park – Volley Ball is over.  Mike Petrus provided a 9/14 report that pet waste bags and a 
dispenser were installed.  Pavers buried at grass level will be used to outline the labyrinth.    
 
Bingo – Will be further discussed in October and will be scheduled for November. 
 
Movie Night – Scheduled for October 7.  M. Atzert said that it is all set, and he has been working with 
C. Kellogg on the time for the event.  A. Atzert will also be assisting with the program, and other 
Recreation Committee members are welcome to assist.  A flyer will be distributed to the school, and M. 
Atzert and P. Fick will also distribute it around town.   Some flyers were already given out at Harvest 
Fest.   A Disney movie will be run, possibly The Incredibles or Finding Nemo.   
 
Motion by M. Atzert, seconded by A. Atzert, and carried unanimously to approve payment of $495 to 
Spreen Entertainment for the October 7 movie.   
 
Volleyball and Softball – No further report. 
 
Circle Line Cruise – M. Prendamano has suggested holding off on the cruise until spring, possibly in 
March.  Members agreed that this was a better time than November.   M. Prendamano has a lot of 
information about the event, which she will utilize next year. 
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Tree Lighting – It will be held on December 3.   P. Fick will find Santa and will contact the Mayor about 
the date.  He will also contact the musical director.    
 
Harvest Festival – An email from S. Gensini re: a resident who is interested in baseball and soccer for 
her small children was mentioned.  
 
Ryan Kay – Sports Injury Presentation – Some discussion took place, and it was unclear whether Mr. 
Kay was coming to speak of injuries in general or in another capacity.   His email said that he would be 
doing community outreach.   The possibility of having parents from baseball and soccer leagues as the 
audience was mentioned.   It was agreed that S. Gensini, T. Zengel, and C. Kellogg should be present 
when this item is further discussed.     
 
NEW BUSINESS - None 
 
REPORTS – P. Fick noted that G. Robbi was here earlier to report on FOSPC. 
 
CORRESPONDENCE – No comments were made. 
 
OPEN TO THE PUBLIC  - None present. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
M. Atzert made a motion, seconded by A. Atzert, and unanimously approved by all to adjourn the  
meeting at 8:22 PM.   
 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
________________________________ 
 
 


