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The regular meeting of the East Amwell Township Committee was called to order at 7:30 p.m.
Present were Mayor C. Larry Tatsch, Deputy Mayor Patricia Cregar, and Committee members
Linda Lenox, Peter Kneski, and Tim Mathews. Township Administrator Timothy Matheny and
Attorney Richard Cushing were also in attendance.

In compliance with the Open Public Meetings Act, Municipal Clerk Teresa R. Stahl announced
that this is a regularly scheduled meeting, pursuant to the resolution adopted on January 2, 2011,
and a meeting notice published in the Hunterdon County Democrat issue of January 6, 2011. A
copy of the agenda for this meeting was forwarded to the Hunterdon County Democrat, Times of
Trenton, Star Ledger, Courier News, posted on the bulletin board, and filed in the Clerk's Office
on May 10, 2011.

The meeting opened with the Pledge of Allegiance to the American Flag.

AGENDA REVIEW

Under Special Committee Reports, table the Sourland Alliance Presentation. This item will be
on the June 9th regular Township Committee agenda.

Under Farmland/Open Space Preservation, table the appraisal request on Scibilia Property. Add
the authorization of the Mayor's Signature on Electronic Grant Agreement with SADC on the
Zuegner Property.

Under Township Administrator's Update, add as item 6) Meszaros Property Update.

Under Administrative Reports, Treasurer's 5/9 Results of Note Sale and April Revenue Report.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
A. There will be a plant swap/sale on the municipal lawn on Saturday, May 14, 2011,

from 9 a.m. - noon. Buy a plant or trade a plant.

B. The Township Committee will have a special meeting on Thursday, May 19, 2011,
at 7:30 p.m. to hold a public hearing on Ordinance 11-12

C. Municipal Offices will be closed on Monday, May 30, 2011, for Memorial Day

D. Comcast Representatives will be at the June 9, 2011, Township Committee Meeting
for their quarterly update.

E. Summer Playground will be from June 27 to July 29, 2011

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

April 14, 2011, Regular Minutes were approved on a motion by Mr. Kneski, seconded by Deputy Mayor
Cregar, and carried unanimously, with the following corrections: page 23, second to the last paragraph,
line 4, correct word is “benzene”; page 26, paragraph 2, line 3, after “count of 4,013” add “provided by
the 2010 census”; on page 33, first paragraph after resolution, line 2, after “Health Department” add “to
look for a kennel or shelter and found four licensed dogs.”

April 14, 2011, Executive Minutes (Twp. Administrator's 2011 Contract) were approved on a motion by
Ms. Lenox, seconded by Mr. Kneski, and carried unanimously.

May 2, 2011, Special Minutes (Adoption of Ordinance #11-07; Introduction of Ordinance #11-12;
Brainstorming Session) were approved on a motion by Deputy Mayor Cregar, seconded by Mr. Kneski,
and carried with one abstention, Ms. Lenox, with a correction on page 3, first full paragraph, line 4, after
“by the piece” add “rather than paid a salary.”

OPEN TO THE PUBLIC (for Comments from the Public for Items Not on the Agenda)

Joan McGee, Lindbergh Road, asked about the procedure and policy on reading letters into the
record, noting a letter from Pete Taft included in the previous set of minutes rather than being
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attached to the end of the minutes. Mr. Cushing explained that it was a discretionary call and
based on the importance attributed to it, it may be included in the record. Mr. Cushing
commented on the public's rights to share ideas and thoughts. Ms. McGee may write a letter
regarding road-work.

Ms. McGee asked about correction of minutes and the possibility of one chairman changing
minutes before they are released. Mayor Tatsch felt that it was appropriate to change the
minutes at the meeting, not before hand, and Mr. Cushing said that this was reasonable. Ms.
McGee commented on (Planning Board Chair) Don Reilly and (Planning Board Administrator)
Maria Andrews exchanging emails concerning minutes prior to the meetings. Mr. Cushing
explained that the Planning Board is a separate body, and the governing body does not dictate
their policy on this. Ms. McGee asked for the Mayor's comment, but he made none.

Ms. McGee asked about the letter from SADC for support of the preservation of Southwark
Farm, noting it was a 68 acre property with nine dwelling units on ten of the acres. She was
surprised that the Township supported the preservation, hoping that no local money was spent on
it, when 10-15 years ago, the Township did not feel it was "worth the money." Ms. McGee
asked about the Scibilia land deal, asking Mrs. Luhrs (who was on the dais) if she prepared a cost
benefit analysis; she mentioned that the matter has been going on for 15 years with money being
spent on lawyers in the interim - she felt that the Township Committee would be interested in the
analysis.

Ms. McGee asked about personal attacks by members of the audience and if there was a policy to
stop attacks. Mr. Cushing explained that the residents have the opportunity to bring up issues in
a civil manner during this portion of the meeting. Ms. McGee said she was discussed at a
meeting by Glorianne Robbi, questioning her character as a Township official when she covered
up a voting misrepresentation by her son several years ago.

Andrew Beck, Wertsville Road, asked to speak about the summer playground ordinance. Mayor
Tatsch explained that there would be a public hearing on May 19th. Summer Playground was
also on the agenda under the Township Administrator's Report later in the meeting.

Frances Gavigan, 123 Wertsville Road, asked if the Township planned a public forum on the
sidewalks in Ringoes project being funded by grants. Mayor Tatsch explained that they were
waiting to hear from the County on estimates for the work to determine how much work could be
done with the grant funding allocated to the Township. The Administrator or Clerk will check
with the County for an update. Ms. Gavigan already spoke with the County and they will
decide which part of the project is "best" to proceed with using the allocation.

Mr. Mathews asked that Mr. Beck be given an opportunity to speak about his concerns. Mayor
Tatsch explained existing policy that this portion of the meeting is for items not on the agenda,
suggesting that the governing body could change the policy in the future.

Motion by Deputy Mayor Cregar, seconded by Mr. Kneski, and it was carried with one
abstention, Mr. Mathews, to close to the public.

Mr. Mathews proposed a temporary change in policy to allow the parents present to be able to
speak about the summer playground topic now and be able to get home to put their children to
bed. Mr. Cushing suggested moving up the Administrator's Report on the agenda and
reopening to the public rather than changing policy. Motion by Mr. Kneski, seconded by
Deputy Mayor Cregar, and carried unanimously to do so.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS

TOWNSHIP ADMINISTRATOR'S UPDATE

1) Summer Playground: Mr. Matheny mentioned he met with Summer Playground
Director Devon Bowman, Jane Luhrs, and Terri Stahl to figure our logistics, including sign up
and closing dates. Depending on the number of registrants, a fourth director may or may not be
hired. The material will be sent home with children and information will be sent by e-blast by
the School's IT person. Mayor Tatsch reminded the governing body about the "modest" fees
being proposed, mentioning neighboring municipalities' costs for participation in their programs.
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The meeting was open to the public for comments.

Andrew Beck, 95 Wertsville Road, solicited information about neighboring municipalities' fees,
noting that Holland's $276 included use of a swimming pool and was a structured program. A
program at Franklin was free and small group activities with 10 children per counselor were
structured. He felt that the Township was charging "lobster prices for fish-sticks," i.e., the
proposed fee was not commensurate with the program being offered (100 plus children with no
structure as a giant play-date).

Mayor Tatsch explained the intent to cover costs of the program (i.e., $6,000 for salaries and
materials) by directing the expenses to the users. He further explained that the program was
about 75 hours and the fee would equate to about $1.00 per hour. Mr. Beck spoke about
equating "apples to watermelons," i.e., the service is not the same as other playground programs.
He stated that the directors were only supervising the children and that other programs include
counselors and volunteers to work with the children, and if a better service was offered, a survey
could be taken to see if people would be willing to pay for the service. He mentioned sending
children to camp at a cost of $50 per week for a structured program, noting paying $85 had no
incentive. Additionally, if there is rain, the program is cancelled, and people would not get
anything for their money.

Shelley Connelly, 140 John Ringo Road, mentioned that parents have not planned for paying for
the program, and they may have kept the children out of camp to go to the school program.
Camps may be filled now, and the parents may have preferred paying for a structured camp
setting rather than having the children "pretty much running wild… with no supervision" and
having a program cancelled in rain, i.e., would she get a refund for that?

Karena Foley, 84 John Ringo Road, was here to support Ms. Connelly. She was happy with the
playground; she commented on there being no structure and would like to have some; she
mentioned that the children have to bring their own snacks and balls, but her three children are
happy to go there. The family is going on vacation, and one will be out of the program for
musical lessons and not there full time, while still having to pay a full fee. Mayor Tatsch
reiterated that the intent of charging a fee was to cover some of the $6,000 cost to run the
program. He commented on being open to suggestions.

Mr. Beck suggested using the community better. He mentioned that Delaware Township has
three paid adults and every group of 10 children has a college student counselor rather than just
being a babysitting service. Mr. Kneski commented on no place to go in the rain; Mr. Beck said
that Franklin holds their program rain or shine in the pavilion or in the school, and Raritan has
access to the school although most activities are outside.

Ms. Foley asked about lowering the cost; Mayor Tatsch said the number was an estimate to try to
cover the full cost. He explained the need to make up the money in next year's budget if a fee is
not charged this year. Ms. Connelly asked about supplies, mentioning the students have to
supply their own shirts for crafts, etc.; Mrs. Luhrs explained that there was funding in the Other
Expenses line for requisitions to purchase supplies. A question was raised about holding the
program either "rain or shine"; Mayor Tatsch commented on the program being run by the
Recreation Committee since there is no playground department.

Further comments were exchanged, including the following: Ms. Connelly felt that the
program was a "glorified babysitting service," and she could get lower prices sending her
children to bible school at $30 a week; PTO members suggested that they might be able to
organize the program and run it; having a more structured program was a suggestion, among
other comments.

Mr. Kneski suggested tabling discussions and having Recreation Committee members and the
Playground Directors come to comment. Mayor Tatsch commented on having a program in
place and the possibility of paying more for a more structured program. Mr. Beck did not feel
people would be willing to pay the proposed fees, noting that there was a private community
swimming pool in East Amwell where children might opt to go instead. It may be too late to
have the program change to include volunteer counselors for this year, and it was noted that the
proposal for fees came late in the year, after the budget discussions. Mayor Tatsch mentioned
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that the governing body must face the issue of what to charge or to charge at all and cover it up
in next year's budget. The public hearing is set for May 19th, and a decision will be made at
that time. If the governing body decides not to charge this year, it would still give the
Township a year to review the program to improve, to consider hiring additional staff or
volunteers, or not have the program at all.

Frances Gavigan, 123 Wertsville Road, commented on paying taxes on a number of things for
which she gets no benefit. She mentioned "sticker shock" and going from $0 to $85 in difficult
economic times. She suggested creative funding opportunities, referencing use of the Open
Space Fund for specific purposes. She also suggested asking the school for access inside and
having outreach to volunteers for help. She suggested "dialing back" and "easing into" the fees.

PTO members noted that they did not receive an email notice from the School's IT person, and
the system has been erratic for four to five weeks. Another email notice will be requested
tomorrow, and a hard copy of the information on the public hearing on May 19th will be given to
Ms. Connelly for distribution to parents.

Motion by Mr. Kneski, seconded by Mr. Mathews, and it was carried unanimously to close to the
public.

Some discussion took place on the fee ordinance, including the following: if the fee ordinance
is not adopted at the next meeting, there will not be enough time to reintroduce, publish, and
adopt before the session begins; Mr. Cushing will look into the possibility of adding the words
"up to" before the fee amounts and consider if this is a significant change in meaning; the effect
on the other sections of the ordinance was briefly mentioned.

The audience was thanked for their input.

INTRODUCTION OF ORDINANCES/PUBLIC HEARINGS

Introduction of Ordinances - None

Public Hearings:

ORDINANCE 11-08 THE 2011 SALARY AND WAGE ORDINANCE

As proof of publication, the Clerk provided the legal notice from the April 21, 2011, issue of the
Hunterdon County Democrat. The ordinance has been posted and available to the public since
introduction on April 14, 2011.

The meeting was open to the public for comment.

Joan McGee, 120 Lindbergh Road, thanked Ms. Lenox and Mr. Mathews for voting against the
contract for Township Administrator Timothy Matheny. She asked about the contract, i.e., does
it allow for "junkets" to the FBI meeting and other conferences or workshops, other than the
League of Municipalities, using time off for meetings not related to East Amwell Township.
Mayor Tatsch said that the FBI training is related.

Ms. McGee asked if there would be two Assistant Treasurers; Mayor Tatsch said that while not
yet decided, this is a possibility.

Mayor Tatsch asked Mr. Matheny to explain how the FBI training assists him in East Amwell
Township. Mr. Matheny explained attending the conference with policy makers in New Jersey,
including the NJ State Police Superintendent, helps with getting cooperation, including working
with the Raritan Township Chief of Police in the shared service agreement (i.e., Raritan's Chief
of Police also graduated from the program). He mentioned continuing education requirements
and management training with decision makers in law enforcement. Mayor Tatsch asked about
such interaction allowing for better cooperation; Mr. Matheny responded affirmatively. Mayor
Tatsch also asked about the training allowing for better evaluation of a joint police study; Mr.
Matheny again responded affirmatively, adding that his work in the past with 911 consolidation
also helped. He mentioned the need to keep communications open to get cooperation.



EAST AMWELL TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE MAY 12, 2011 PAGE 5

Mr. Mathews asked to see the program for the up-coming program at Montego Bay in
Wildwood. Mr. Matheny commented on his ability to attend three conferences (FBI, NJMMA,
and the League of Municipalities) and on his use of prudence in determining what classes to
attend.

Ms. McGee commented on the time out of the office as "frivolous" and the need to keep up with
leadership, "disingenuous."

Nancy Cunningham, 14 Wertsville Road, felt that "Tim does an amazing job for the
community," commenting on other administrators being paid more money. She also commented
on giving staff a raise after three years without one, noting that all of the staff "does a remarkable
and excellent job."

Frances Gavigan, 123 Wertsville Road, went to budget meetings with the Freeholders and
commented on spending constitutional money, asking for transparency in communications. She
mentioned the benefits in networking with people and how [the meetings] count towards the 20
hour week. She mentioned the Zoning Officer and Tax Assessor having evening hours, and she
suggested that the Township Administrator have some evening hours, "balancing between value
and costs and level of service."

Motion by Mr. Kneski, seconded by Ms. Lenox, and carried unanimously to close to the public.

Motion by Deputy Mayor Cregar and seconded by Mr. Kneski to adopt Ordinance 11-08. Mr.
Mathews asked about the resolution and ordinance for salary and wage; Ms. Luhrs explained that
the ordinance sets the range and the resolution sets the specific rate for the year. The ordinance
was adopted by unanimous roll call vote: Mr. Mathews, yes; Ms. Lenox, yes; Mr. Kneski, yes;
Mrs. Cregar, yes; Mr. Tatsch, yes.

ORDINANCE 11-09 AN ORDINANCE TO PROVIDE FOR AN OVERLAY ON
LINDBERGH ROAD (.17 MILES FROM RIDGE NORTH) AS GENERAL IMPROVEMENTS
FOR THE TOWNSHIP OF EAST AMWELL, IN THE COUNTY OF HUNTERDON, NEW
JERSEY AND APPROPRIATING $65,000.00 FROM THE CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT
FUND

As proof of publication, the Clerk provided the legal notice from the April 21, 2011, issue of the
Hunterdon County Democrat. The ordinance has been posted and available to the public since
introduction on April 14, 2011.

The meeting was open to the public for comment. There being no comments, motion was made
by Deputy Mayor Cregar, seconded by Ms. Lenox, and it was carried unanimously to close to the
public.

Motion by Mr. Kneski, seconded by Deputy Mayor Cregar, and it was carried unanimously to
adopt Ordinance 11-09: Mr. Mathews, yes; Ms. Lenox, yes; Mr. Kneski, yes; Ms. Cregar, yes;
Mr. Tatsch, yes.

ORDINANCE 11-10 AN ORDINANCE TO PROVIDE FOR LEVELING AND SUBGRADE
RECONSTRUCTION OF VARIOUS TOWNSHIP ROADS AS GENERAL IMPROVEMENTS
FOR THE TOWNSHIP OF EAST AMWELL, IN THE COUNTY OF HUNTERDON, NEW
JERSEY AND APPROPRIATING $76,000.00 FROM THE CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT
FUND

As proof of publication, the Clerk provided the legal notice from the April 21, 2011, issue of the
Hunterdon County Democrat. The ordinance has been posted and available to the public since
introduction on April 14, 2011.

The meeting was open to the public for comments. There being no comments, motion by
Deputy Mayor Cregar, seconded by Mr. Kneski, and it was carried unanimously to close to the
public.
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Motion by Mr. Kneski, seconded by Ms. Lenox, and it was carried by unanimous roll call vote to
adopt Ordinance 11-10: Mr. Mathews, yes; Ms. Lenox, yes; Mr. Kneski, yes; Ms. Cregar, yes;
Mr. Tatsch, yes.

Mr. Kneski hoped that the $76,000 would cover road materials this year; Ms. Luhrs reminded the
governing body that there was still some money in last year's budget, which the DPW is using
now for patching.

ORDINANCE 11-11 AN ORDINANCE TO PROVIDE FOR PURCHASE AND
INSTALLATION OF A SUPER DUTY STRAIGHT BLADE SNOW PLOW AS A GENERAL
IMPROVEMENT FOR THE TOWNSHIP OF EAST AMWELL, IN THE COUNTY OF
HUNTERDON, NEW JERSEY AND APPROPRIATING $4,000.00 FROM THE CAPITAL
IMPROVEMENT FUND

As proof of publication, the Clerk provided the legal notice from the April 21, 2011, issue of the
Hunterdon County Democrat. The ordinance has been posted and available to the public since
introduction on April 14, 2011.

The meeting was open to the public for comments. There being no comments, motion by Mr.
Kneski, seconded by Ms. Lenox, and it was carried unanimously to close to the public.

Motion by Deputy Mayor Cregar and seconded by Mr. Kneski to adopt Ordinance 11-11. Mr.
Mathews asked about the purchase of the plow being justified and perhaps using the money for
summer playground. Mrs. Luhrs explained that the plow is out of the capital budget, and that
would not help operations (where summer playground is located). The motion was carried by
unanimous roll call vote to adopt Ordinance 11-11: Mr. Mathews, yes; Ms. Lenox, yes; Mr.
Kneski, yes; Ms. Cregar, yes; Mr. Tatsch, yes.

PUBLIC HEARING ON THE 2011 EAST AMWELL TOWNSHIP BUDGET

As proof of publication, the Clerk provided the April 21, 2011, legal notice of the 2011 Budget
Summary. The budget has been available to the public since introduction. (For the record, a
copy of the budget was filed in the Hunterdon County Library- South County Branch on April
18, 2011.)

The meeting was open to the public for comments.

Joan McGee, 120 Lindbergh Road, asked about the sheet 4 reference to $230,000 in surplus and
an anticipated $100,000 in surplus. Mrs. Luhrs explained using $100,000 surplus this year to
balance the budget while using $230,000 last year. The current surplus is about $300,000.

Ms. McGee asked about sheet 12 regarding the Mayor and Committee salary and wage increase
in 2011 from $9,000 last year to $12,000 this year. Mrs. Luhrs explained that last year two
committee members did not take salary; this year there was only one committee member not
taking their salary.

Ms. McGee asked about the Planning Board Administrator's increase in salary, up from $16,000
in the 2010 budget to $17,000 in 2011. Expended amount in 2010 was $15,627.24, and the
Planning Board requested the additional amount this year. Ms. McGee commented on the 2%
increase in salary, noting that the increase must mean an increase in hours. She commented on
applications being down and shorter meetings. Comments were exchanged between the Mayor,
the Treasurer, and Ms. McGee regarding the Planning Board setting the salary while the budget
is approved by the governing body, the need to have a slight overage in the budget for expenses,
the return of unexpended overages to surplus at the end of the year, the salary and wage
resolution which sets specific amounts for payment, and the possibility that applications may
increase.

Ms. McGee spoke about employee group health insurance being tripled and suggested a "bigger"
contribution by employees, particularly since so many residents are out of work. Mrs. Luhrs
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explained that part of the cost is inside and part outside the cap, noting that fees increased
$11,000 from last year.

Ms. McGee commented on Zoning Board Administrator and Zoning Officer budget figures
being "lumped together, making it impossible to figure out which was which." She
commented on 2011 Zoning Board meetings, listing meeting times and cancellations, the fact
that the same employee works for Milford, Hopewell, and West Amwell, doing outside work
while being paid by East Amwell (of which the Mayor and Administrator are aware). Mayor
Tatsch stated that they do not observe work for other municipalities being done, while Ms.
McGee indicated that there are at least three people who observed this, and it was reported to Mr.
Matheny.

Frances Gavigan, 123 Wertsville Road, commented on the "never ending litigation and
harassment and a hostile workplace from the public … against township employee Maria
Andrews." She asked Mr. Cushing for protection of the employee from the personal
harassment. She suggested that someone from the office must be sharing information on weekly
activities, and she asked that Township Committee to work with staff to curtail gossip and train
them on what is appropriate to share or not. Ms. Gavigan provided information on Ms.
Andrew's assistance in other departments (including helping out during recent staff illnesses),
and Ms. Gavigan personally witnessed Ms. Andrews staying after 3 p.m. to assist. Additionally,
Ms. Andrews deals with residents regarding "very intensive applications" besides attending
meetings.

Nancy Cunningham, 14 Wertsville Road, served as the Board of Adjustment Administrator for
many years and felt that Ms. Andrews is "the best Administrator they ever had," noting her
excellent ability to deal with the public, the receipt of many written letters of thanks for her
assistance in processing large applications and her hard work, and she "is terrific." Ms.
Cunningham commended the governing body for developing a zero tax increase, stating that
many other municipalities cannot say that, and she thanked the governing body very much.

John Seramba, 111 John Ringo Road, was appalled with comments made regarding Maria
Andrews, speaking favorably about this employee. He was tired of harassment by a person
who harassed him in 2002, noting that the residents own the township, not the person who is
harassing others. He suggested a two second limit on speech. Mr. Seramba commented that
Ms. Andrews was very helpful, supported the comments that Ms. Cunningham made, and
mentioned the solar issue, which Ms. Andrews is working on. Mr. Seramba mentioned
anonymous complaints and harassment in the past. He mentioned support for Ms. Andrews in
this matter.

Mr. Seramba also commented on the zero budget increase, noting it was difficult to do. He
commended the Township Committee for the good work, stating that the Township has a great
staff now.

Motion by Mr. Kneski, seconded by Ms. Lenox, and it was carried unanimously to close to the
public.

Mayor Tatsch mentioned the need to give time for public comments. He noted that Maria
Andrews is an outstanding employee and that the entire staff, including Maria, helped out when
the Clerk was on leave. He mentioned that the Township would not be rated the best
municipality in the County without all employees "working to the max," and he appreciated all
of them. He agreed that the forum is not a time for attacks, and he suggested that the Attorney
would be able to give some guidance later in the meeting.

Mrs. Luhrs explained that the amount of state funding for Clean Communities was $600 less than
what was received last year, and the auditor advised her that the Township can amend the budget
to change the figure in the 2011 budget.

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
RESOLUTION #71-11

2011 Budget Amendment
(As Attached to the 2011 Budget)
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By Order of the Township Committee,

__________________________
C. Larry Tatsch, Mayor

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
Motion by Ms. Lenox, seconded by Mr. Kneski, and it was carried unanimously by roll call vote
to approve the amending resolution: Mr. Mathews, yes; Ms. Lenox, yes; Mr. Kneski, yes; Mrs.
Cregar, yes; Mr. Tatsch, yes.

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
RESOLUTION #72 -11

Adoption of the 2011 Budget
(As Attached to this Set of Minutes)

By Order of the Township Committee,

___________________________
C. Larry Tatsch, Mayor

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
A motion to adopt the 2011 budget was made by Ms. Lenox, seconded by Mrs. Cregar, and it
was carried unanimously by roll call vote: Mr. Mathews, yes; Ms. Lenox, yes; Mr. Kneski, yes;
Mrs. Cregar, yes; Mr. Tatsch, yes.

Mrs. Luhrs explained that every third year, the state reviews the municipal budget, and this year
is a self-exam review.

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
RESOLUTION #73 -11

SELF EXAMINATION OF BUDGET RESOLUTION

WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:78b has authorized the Local Finance Board to adopt rules
that permit municipalities in sound fiscal condition to assume the responsibility, normally
granted to the Director of the Division of Local Government Services, of conducting the annual
budget examination; and

WHEREAS, N.J.A.C. 5:30-7 was adopted by the Local Finance Board on February 11,
1997; and

WHEREAS, pursuant to N.J.A.C. 5:30-7.2 through 7.5, the Township of East Amwell
has been declared eligible to participate in the program by the Division of the Local Government
Services, and the Chief Financial Officer has determined that the local government meets the
necessary conditions to participate in the program for the 2009 budget year;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the governing body of the Township of
East Amwell that in accordance with N.J.A.C. 5:30-7.6a and 7.6b and based upon the Chief
Financial Officer’s certification, the governing body has found the budget has met the following
requirements:

1. That with reference to the following items, the amounts have been calculated pursuant
to law and appropriated as such in the budget:

a. Payment of interest and debt redemption charges
b. Deferred charges and statutory expenditures
c. Cash deficit of preceding year
d. Reserve for uncollected taxes
e. Other reserves and non-disbursement items
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f. Any inclusions of amounts required for school purposes.

2. That the provisions relating to limitation on increases of appropriations pursuant to
N.J.S.A. 40A:4-45.2 and appropriations for exceptions to limits on appropriations found at
N.J.S.A. 40A:4-45.3 et seq., are fully met (complies with CAP law).

3. That the budget is in such form, arrangement, and content as required by the Local
Budget Law and N.J.A.C. 5:30-4 and 5:30-5.

4. That pursuant to the Local Budget Law:
a. All estimates of revenue are reasonable, accurate and correctly stated
b. Items of appropriation are properly set forth
c. In itemization, form, arrangement and content, the budget will permit

the exercise of the comptroller function within the municipality.

5. The budget and associated amendments (if applicable) have been introduced and
publicly advertised in accordance with the relevant provisions of the Local Budget Law, except
that failure to meet the deadlines of N.J.S.A. 40A4-5 shall not prevent such certification.

6. That all other applicable statutory requirements have been fulfilled.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a copy of this resolution will be forwarded to the
Director of Division of Local Government Services upon adoption.

By Order of the Township Committee,

__________________________
C. Larry Tatsch, Mayor

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
Motion by Mr. Kneski, seconded by Mrs. Cregar, and it was carried unanimously to approve the
resolution: Mr. Mathews, yes; Ms. Lenox, yes; Mr. Kneski, yes; Mrs. Cregar, yes; Mr. Tatsch,
yes.

Mayor Tatsch said that it was with great sadness that this will be the last budget that Mrs. Luhrs
has worked on, after 22 or 23 budgets done with her guidance, understanding, grace, and
"buckets (of funds)." Mrs. Luhrs will be retiring at the end of June. He presented Mrs. Luhrs
with a bouquet of flowers. Mrs. Luhrs said that she'll be enjoying retirement, including
traveling with the senior citizens group. She concluded that "it has been a privilege to work in
a small community, and there is nothing like it."

The Committee thanked Mrs. Luhrs for her years of service.

SPECIAL DISCUSSION - None

SPECIAL COMMITTEE REPORTS

SOURLAND ALLIANCE: Discussion on a proposed resolution will be tabled until the June
meeting.

STANDING COMMITTEE REPORTS

FARMLAND OPEN SPACE PRESERVATION:

1) Scibilia Appraisal Request will be tabled until the June meeting.

2) Zuegner, Block 17, Lot 34, Authorization for Mayor's Signature on Closing
Documents: Motion by Mr. Kneski, seconded by Deputy Mayor Cregar, and it was carried
unanimously to authorize the Mayor's signature on closing documents on this property.
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UNFINISHED BUSINESS, Continued

TOWNSHIP ADMINISTRATOR'S UPDATE

1) Recommendation for Appointment of Assistant Treasurer and Dog Census Taker - this
item will be discussed first in executive session.

2) East Amwell Township 125/Cafeteria Plan: Mr. Matheny explained that the plan was
for pre-tax contributions for medical expenses, i.e., money in this plan would not be taxed for
health coverage expenses. Qualifying employees currently pay 1.5% of their benefits, and plans
like the one proposed are IRS "boiler plates." Mr. Matheny previously discussed the offering
with the Mayor and the auditor, who thought it was satisfactory; however, the language was
based on other municipal/school plans in effect, and Mr. Matheny was uncertain about correct
language for the municipality.

Mrs. Luhrs explained that the program would include a salary reduction, i.e., the payroll
company would set up certain codes and contributions would show up on the W-2 form as a
deduction. Employees elect to enroll at a certain point; if they do not do so, they must wait until
the next open enrollment in a subsequent year. It would be up to the employee to determine
whether the plan is advantageous to them or whether they would opt for a tax credit instead.

Mr. Cushing will work with Mr. Matheny on the plan and give guidance for the June meeting.

3) Summer Playground: Mr. Matheny clarified for the record that the Recreation
Committee was not involved with the Summer Playground program although the $6,000 shows
as a line item in that budget. He explained how the current program developed, e.g., directors
are usually teachers at the school; the school does not want to take over, which would necessitate
hiring teachers at union rates; the directors work on the summer program offerings. Mr.
Matheny noted that the previous director retired last year, and a new director is coming on board
- this might be a good time to provide feedback on the program. He also noted that hiring a
recreation director would be an expensive move, i.e., around $72,000 - 88,000 per year.

Devon Bowman, who is taking over the program, will be asked to attend the public hearing
scheduled for May 19 and asked about making improvements to the program without additional
costs. Mayor Tatsch commented on the philosophy of charging those who use a service for
their use. Mrs. Luhrs commented on the budget for recreation, seniors, and playground "taking
a hit this year," including reducing the senior line item by $500. Discussions during the budget
preparation included a philosophy of having those using the services share the costs of doing so.

Mr. Kneski was concerned with comments that the program does not run in inclement weather,
suggesting a reduction in fees "and taking a hit." Mr. Mathews reminded the governing body
that Mr. Beck wanted to have a more organized program or have the PTO organize activities - he
was concerned that they would be able to manage, organize, take over, and raise funds,
suggesting Township support also. Mrs. Luhrs suggested that the Township could make a
donation to the program, and the PTO would hire staff and use the school facilities. Insurance
issues were briefly discussed.

Mr. Matheny was concerned with comments made tonight about the existing program, i.e.,
children running freely, no sign in sheets, etc. Mrs. Luhrs suggested not having the program if
the Township could not cover costs of the program the parents wished to see; Mr. Mathews
thought that the parents wouldn't mind sending to camps in the future, but there should be ample
notice given.

Mayor Tatsch said that further ideas could be discussed on May 19th, and Ms. Bowman will be
asked to attend. Additionally, Mr. Beck will be asked to see if there was any interest in the
PTO running the program. Having the Township take a limited role in the future might be a
consideration.

4) File Sharing Options for the Township Committee: The Committee briefly discussed
the use of Dropbox for sharing agenda information. An issue of having materials mistakenly
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removed from the folder will be eliminated by a new hyperlink set up. Mr. Mathews liked the
new system, commenting on a problem of having emails trying to open in Outlook if they were
sent directly as an email. Mr. Mathews also advised that by using the Detail Mode in the
program, he was able to determine what date the emails were sent. The Committee agreed to try
the new format, and they thanked Jim Stahl for all his assistance.

5) DPW Work on SAFE House Driveway: The DPW rented equipment at a cost of
$2,100 to rip up the 400 foot driveway at the house and hired a paver to complete the work at a
cost of approximately $13,000. Mr. Matheny said that the work and the crew's efforts were
"amazing." Mayor Tatsch noted that the work was anticipated to cost $25,000, and the DPW's
work was very economical.

6) Office of Emergency Management (OEM): Mr. Matheny met with members Gary
Myers, Charles Soos, and Tim Mathews about OEM matters. One important element of the plan
is the creation of a LEPC, which is a committee of volunteers; organizing the team will require
community interest. Mr. Mathews explained that there are various county-wide drills, which he
would like to participate in. The OEM expressed interest in getting a generator for the
Township for emergency situations such as storms and hurricanes, etc. He explained the role
of OEM leaders to be in charge during emergencies and the importance of having a generator.
He suggested developing a plan to wire the building for back-up and preparing a grant to get a
generator. He felt that the first step was to use funds to develop the plan. Mr. Mathews said
that there was a county-wide exercise in September that the local OEM should participate in also.
He felt that "good progress is being made." Mayor Tatsch agreed that getting a grant for the
generator should be supported, and Mr. Mathews commented on the availability of grants. The
electrical wire routing in the building was also mentioned. Mr. Mathews thought that having
more information to provide to agencies listing specifics of what is needed would broaden the
chances of obtaining grants. He also felt that it was important to collaborate with state and
county agencies to share assets.

7) ERM/Meszaros Update: Mayor Tatsch commented on an up-coming meeting with
Praniti Amin from ERM about the property. The Township Attorney and members of the
Farmland/Open Space Preservation Committee will also be in attendance. He mentioned that
how the Township decides to proceed may "hinge on leverage with the lienholders." Other
Township Committee members were invited to attend and let the Clerk know when they were
available. Mr. Mathews was available on June 2.

COMMENTS FROM THE TOWNSHIP ATTORNEY ON REMARKS MADE AT THE OPEN
TO THE PUBLIC PORTION OF THE MEETING

Mayor Tatsch asked Mr. Cushing to provide guidance on comments from the public and what is
acceptable.

Mr. Cushing reminded the governing body that the public has two rights, first, statutorily, they
must open to the public at least one session for anything that the public wants to say. Secondly,
there is a first amendment right to petition the government, which is part of the constitution. He
explained that the problem the Township Committee has is that the public has a right to speak
and curtailing comments may potentially violate their civil rights to the first amendment. He
provided an example of a Mercer County School Board case, which ended up at the Supreme
Court with a split decision in favor of the public when the Board did not allow the member of the
public to speak.

Mr. Cushing cautioned about limiting comments that might be construed as being limited
because of what is being said. Mrs. Cregar asked about maligning comments. Mr. Cushing
stated that the public has a right to complain about budget or spending money for employees;
however, if there is an accusation about performance, the Committee could suggest executive
session. The public can refuse the executive session, and any slanderous remarks could be a
basis of a law suit in a private sector. He recommended that the best approach was to remember
that the public has constitutional rights, that it was "hard to articulate what is over the top," that
the Committee does not have to be cross-examined or have to have their words re-characterized,
and that the best response was for other members of the public to comment about the motivations
of the speaker.
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Frances Gavigan, 123 Wertsville Road, said that she has been defending Maria Andrews for
almost ten years against Mrs. Bonette and Mrs. McGee. She was tired, as a member of the
public, about the "baiting" of the Township Committee for another lawsuit and asked for some
action for the chronic harassment, commenting on "no constitutional obligations for good
manners and civil discourse." She suggested a "useful exercise of tallying attacks over the
years." She was also concerned about comments made at the last meeting about office matters
that may have been "put on a grapevine" and should not have been known by the public. She
felt that this was a management issue, and staff should be instructed about this.

Motion by Ms. Lenox, seconded by Mr. Kneski, and it was carried unanimously to close to the
public for comments.

NEW BUSINESS

REQUEST FOR RESOLUTION IN SUPPORT OF PERMIT MODIFICATION AT THE NJ
DEP FOR BRIDGE E-174 OVER THE TRIBUTARY OF BACK BROOK

Mayor Tatsch summarized information from an email from Engineer Martin, requesting a
resolution endorsing support of a modified plan being submitted to the NJ Department of
Environmental Protection. He commended Frances Gavigan for her hard work in getting the
modifications processed. Ms. Gavigan commented on the waiver being requested from the
State, noting the changes will lessen the impact on neighboring properties. Specifics about the
modified plans were mentioned, including a change in elevation from a proposed 11 feet to 2 feet
and the cost of the redesign using county funds.

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
RESOLUTION # 74-11

BE IT RESOLVED by the Township Committee of the Township of East Amwell that
they hereby support the permit modification request submitted for Hunterdon County Bridge #E-
174, over a tributary of Back Brook in East Amwell Township, noting that the modification will
reduce the impact on neighboring properties; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Township of East Amwell has worked
extensively with the County of Hunterdon to reduce the overall impact of the project to the
adjoining properties and to the environment as well, resulting in this modification request; and

BE IT FINALLY RESOLVED that the Township of East Amwell endorses the
application of permit rules that were in effect at the time of the current permit issuance approved
on February 11, 2008.

By Order of the Township Committee,

____________________________
C. Larry Tatsch, Mayor

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
Motion by Deputy Mayor Cregar, seconded by Ms. Lenox, and it was carried unanimously to
approve the resolution.

Attorney Cushing left the meeting at this time since he had nothing to discuss in Executive
Session.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS, Continued
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

RESOLUTION #75 -11

WHEREAS, the Open Public Meetings Act, P.L. 1975, Chapter 231 permits the
exclusion of the public from a meeting in certain circumstances; and
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WHEREAS, East Amwell Township Committee is of the opinion that circumstances
presently exist; and

WHEREAS, the governing body of the Township of East Amwell wishes to discuss
hiring, salary adjustments, and personnel matters; and

WHEREAS, minutes will be kept and once the matter involving the confidentiality of the
above no longer requires that confidentiality, then minutes can be made public;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the public be excluded from this meeting.

By Order of the Township Committee,

___________________________
C. Larry Tatsch, Mayor

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
Motion by Deputy Mayor Cregar, seconded by Ms. Lenox, and it was carried unanimously to
approve the resolution.

(For the record, a Rice Notice was given to Employee Maria Andrews.)

There was a short recess, and the executive session began at 10:20 p.m.

The regular meeting resumed at 10:50 p.m.

TOWNSHIP ADMINISTRATOR’S UPDATE, Continued

Appointment of Assistant Treasurer and Dog Census Taker:

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
RESOLUTION #76-11

BE IT RESOLVED by the Township Committee of the Township of East Amwell that
they hereby appoint Deborah Smith to a one year probationary employee period as an Assistant
Treasurer for the Township of East Amwell, as recommended by the Township Administrator;
and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the 2011 Salary and Wage Resolution be amended
as follows:

ADD:

Assistant Treasurer Smith $18.50 per hour.

By Order of the Township Committee,

____________________________
C. Larry Tatsch, Mayor

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
Motion by Deputy Mayor Cregar, seconded by Ms. Lenox, and it was carried unanimously.

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
RESOLUTION #77-11

BE IT RESOLVED by the East Amwell Township Committee that they hereby authorize
an amendment to the 2011 Salary and Wage Resolution to increase the rate of pay for Assistant
Treasurer Maria Andrews from $17.87 (the rate shown in the 2011 Salary and Wage Resolution)
to $20.32 (same pay rate as Planning and Zoning positions), effective from this date.
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By Order of the Township Committee,

_____________________________
C. Larry Tatsch, Mayor

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
Mayor Tatsch explained that the rationale was to be fair to the employee. Motion by Ms.
Lenox, seconded by Deputy Mayor Cregar, and it was carried unanimously to approve the
resolution.

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
RESOLUTION #78-11

BE IT RESOLVED by the Township Committee of the Township of East Amwell that
they hereby appoint Thomas Kovacs and Nery Ragno as the 2011 Dog Census Takers for the two
East Amwell Districts, based on the recommendation of the Township Administrator; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the 2011 Salary and Wage Resolution be amended,
as follows:

ADD:

Dog Census Taker Kovacs $325 Salary + $500 Mileage
Dog Census Taker Ragno $325 Salary + $500 Mileage

By Order of the Township Committee,

__________________________
C. Larry Tatsch, Mayor

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
Motion by Ms. Lenox, seconded by Deputy Mayor Cregar, and it was carried unanimously to
approve the resolution.

NEW BUSINESS, Continued

RAFFLE LICENSE #11-01: SAINT PETER’S FOUNDATION

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
RESOLUTION #79-11

BE IT RESOLVED by the Township Committee of the Township of East Amwell that
they hereby support the fund-raising efforts of Saint Peter’s Foundation, 254 Easton Avenue,
New Brunswick, New Jersey 08901; and

WHEREAS, the Foundation has made application to hold an off premises 50/50 raffle on
September 12, 2011, at 6:00 p.m. at the The Ridge at Back Brook, 211Wertsville Road, Ringoes,
NJ 08551;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Township Committee of the Township
of East Amwell, that raffle license number #RA-11-01 be approved and processed.

By Order of the Township Committee,

______________________________
C. Larry Tatsch, Mayor

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
Motion by Ms. Lenox, seconded by Mr. Kneski, and carried unanimously to approve the
resolution.

AMUSEMENT GAMES LICENSES FOR 4H FAIR:
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+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
RESOLUTION #80-11

WHEREAS, South County Park, property belonging to the County of Hunterdon, is
located in the Township of East Amwell; and

WHEREAS, South County Park is now the location of the annual Hunterdon County 4H
Agricultural Fair, and amusement games play an important part in the entertainment at the fair;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Township Committee of the
Township of East Amwell approves the following amusement game applications, which conform
to local ordinances:

Applications # AG 11-01; AG 11-02, 11-03:

Judith Wotasek, 207 Byram Kingwood Road, Stockton, NJ 08559
Hunterdon County 4H Fair/South County Park, 1207 Route 179,

Lambertville, NJ 08530
From August 24, 2011 through August 28, 2008 from 11 a.m. – midnight
Basket Ball; Balloon Darts, Fishing

By Order of the Township Committee,

___________________________
C. Larry Tatsch, Mayor

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
Motion by Ms. Lenox, seconded by Deputy Mayor Cregar, and carried unanimously to approve
the resolution.

ADMINISTRATIVE REPORTS

TREASURER LUHRS presented the bills of the evening and a statement of cash on hand.
Motion by Deputy Mayor Cregar, seconded by Mr. Kneski, and carried unanimously to approve
the bill list.

Treasurer Luhrs provided her May 9, 2011, Bond Anticipation Note Due May 20, 2011 Memo,
“I negotiated an interest rate with Hopewell Valley Community Bank. Principal Amount:
$780,000; Interest rate: .75% interest payable in 2012 - $5,850; Note Maturing May 12, 2012.”

Treasurer’s Resolutions:
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

RESOLUTION #81-11

WHERAS, it has been determined by the Zoning Board of Adjustment of the Township
of East Amwell that the following escrow fees can be refunded;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Township Committee of the Township
of East Amwell that the Treasurer is hereby authorized to refund the following amount to the
applicants:

Applicant Amount Refunded

Antonio Elmaleh $641.50
Guilio Cifelli $9.15

By Order of the Township Committee,

___________________________
C. Larry Tatsch, Mayor
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+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
RESOLUTION #82-11

WHEREAS, the Township Committee of the Township of East Amwell acknowledges
the need to continue to fund preliminary professional expenses to determine the scope, the cost
and funding sources for future road projects for the Township of East Amwell;

NOW, THERFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that an additional sum of $5,000.00 shall be
appropriated from the Capital Improvement Fund to the Reserve for Preliminary Expenses for
Future Road Projects.

By Order of the Township Committee,

_________________________
C. Larry Tatsch, Mayor

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
RESOLUTION #83-11

WHEREAS, certain capital appropriation ordinances have funding that are no longer
necessary;

WHEREAS, it is necessary to formally cancel said balances:

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Township Committee of the Township
of East Amwell, County of Hunterdon, State of New Jersey, that the following unexpended
balances be canceled:

Amount Cancel to:

Ordinance 10-08
Ford F350 Pick Up $669.39 Capital Improvement Fund

Ordinance 10-16
Court Office Equipment $418.51 Capital Improvement Fund

Ordinance 10-22
Spreader $183.74 Capital Improvement Fund

By Order of the Township Committee,

_________________________
C. Larry Tatsch, Mayor

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
RESOLUTION #84-11

WHEREAS, certain Capital appropriation ordinances have funding that are no longer
necessary:

WHEREAS, it is necessary to formally cancel said balances;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Township Committee of the Township
of East Amwell, County of Hunterdon, State of New Jersey, that the following unexpended
balances be canceled:

Amount Cancel to:

Ordinance 08-06
Hay-Fisher Funding $18,894.15 Open Space Trust Fund

Ordinance 09-09
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Paulson-Gutowski $ 5,750.66 Open Space Trust Fund

By Order of the Township Committee,

________________________
C. Larry Tatsch, Mayor

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
RESOLUTION #85-11

Escrow Law Resolution
(As Attached to this set of Minutes)

By Order of the Township Committee,

__________________________
C. Larry Tatsch, Mayor

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
Motion by Deputy Mayor Cregar, seconded by Mr. Kneski, and carried unanimously to approve
all resolutions

TAX COLLECTOR HYLAND presented her monthly report but no resolutions.

The Court Administrator and DPW Superintendent provided their April reports, and the Zoning
Officer provided his August 2010 to April 2011 report.

CORRESPONDENCE

Some discussion took place about road conditions, including a section of road washed out on
South Hill. The Mayor mentioned that the DPW was contemplating renting a grinder and
paving on North Hill, and he provided cost estimates. Another area of concern was in front of
229 Mountain Road, and the DPW will be asked to check on this repair.

ADJOURNMENT

There being no further business, motion was made by Mr. Kneski, seconded by Ms. Lenox and
carried unanimously to adjourn the meeting at 10:58 p.m.

_____________________________
Teresa R. Stahl, RMC/CMC
Municipal Clerk


