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The regular meeting of the East Amwell Township Committee was called to order at 7:30 p.m.    
Present were Mayor Peter Kneski, Deputy Mayor Patricia Cregar, and Committee members 
Linda Lenox, Tim Mathews, and Dart Sageser.   Township Administrator Timothy Matheny and 
Attorney Richard Cushing were also in attendance. 
 
In compliance with the Open Public Meetings Act, Municipal Clerk Teresa R. Stahl announced 
that this is a regularly scheduled meeting, pursuant to the resolution adopted on January 1, 2012, 
and a meeting notice published in the Hunterdon County Democrat issue of January 5, 2012.   A 
copy of the agenda for this meeting was forwarded to the Hunterdon County Democrat, Times of 
Trenton, Star Ledger, Courier News, posted on the bulletin board, and filed in the Clerk's Office 
on April 10, 2012. 
 
The meeting opened with the Pledge of Allegiance to the American Flag. 
 
 
AGENDA REVIEW 
 
Under Introduction of Ordinances, table Ordinance 12-06, the 2012 M & R Capital Ordinance 
until a future meeting.  Also, table Ordinance 12-05 for the reassessment.  Mr. Cushing 
explained the requirement of having the Hunterdon County Board of Taxation order for the 
reassessment that has not yet been received.   The ordinance should be ready for May. 
 
Under Special Discussions, Members of the Hunterdon County Library Commissioners will not 
be present; however, Dick Ginman will speak to the issue of South County Library.  
Additionally, the State Police Presentation will be moved up to Item A Under Special 
Discussions.  Also under Special Discussions, OEM Council Member Charlie Soos may be late 
and the Township Committee will adjust the agenda when he arrives. 
 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
Dog Licenses are now overdue.  Cost is $12/altered - spayed dogs and $15/non-altered/non-
spayed, and there is a $25 per dog late fee assessed. 
 
The Annual Roadside Clean-up Day is scheduled for Saturday, April 14, 2012.   Contact Blaine 
Hummel at 609-466-2907 to register for a road. 
 
The Annual Township Clean-up Day is scheduled for Saturday, April 28,2012, from 8 a.m. to 
noon.  Permits are available in the Clerk’s Office:  Cost for permits is as follows:   $15/car; 
SUV/mini-van, $25; and truck, $35.   
 
East Amwell Township will sponsor a summer playground in 2012, running from July 2 through 
July 27, from 9 a.m. – 11:45 a.m. at the East Amwell Township School. 
 
Congratulations to Historian Jim Davidson and the Historic Preservation Committee for their 
recent standing room only presentation on the Mayhem in the Sourlands Program regarding the 
Lindbergh kidnapping.     
 
Also, congratulations to the remaining Recreation Committee members and staff for holding 
another successful Easter Egg Hunt this past Saturday.   A reminder: the Committee is still 
looking for members of this committee. 
 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 
March 6, 2012, Special Minutes (Budget) were approved on a motion by Deputy Mayor Cregar, 
seconded by Mr. Sageser, and carried unanimously with the following corrections:   on page 4, 
paragraph 3, line 1, change “about” to “regarding”; line 3, remove “and this” and add “which” ; 
line 5, remove “held” and replace with “are a viable alternative”; line 7, add “equipment” after 
replace; and paragraph 6, change “stationary” to “non-stationary” 
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March 8, 2012, Regular Minutes were approved on a motion by Mr. Sageser, seconded by Mr. 
Mathews, and carried unanimously. 
 
March 8, 2012, Executive Minutes (Attorney Advice, Contracts, Land Acquisition, Possible 
Litigation, and GRC Complain):  Motion by Ms. Lenox, seconded by Mr. Sageser, and carried 
unanimously to approve the minutes.    
 
 
OPEN TO THE PUBLIC  (for Comments from the Public for Items Not on the Agenda)   
 
Glorianne Robbi, 144 Lambertville-Hopewell Turnpike, mentioned an article in the Hunterdon 
County Democrat and action that the Hunterdon County Freeholders may be taking on the Open 
Space Trust Fund by reducing it from 3 cents to 2 cents on the $100.00 and thus reducing the 
funding to be utilized.  Mrs. Robbi also mentioned correspondence sent to Hunterdon County 
asking about acquiring the Plimpton estate to increase the size of the Sourland Preserve; there 
has been no response.   She commented about “keeping pressure on” the County and asked for a 
resolution to be sent to the Freeholders before their April 17 meeting to keep the tax at 3 cents.   
This request will be added to the agenda under Standing Committee Reports. 
 
Andrea Bonette, 17 Ridge Road, seconded Mrs. Robbi’s suggestion, noting “games being 
played” with the County budget and using the Open Space Trust Fund for administration and old 
county debt.   She is a long time supporter of open space, equating it to $360.00 a year that she 
pays or $1.00 a day for the open space tax.   She asked that the Township speak with the 
Freeholders. 
 
Mrs. Bonette recalled getting advice from former Mayor Hamilton years ago about not getting 
involved with Zoning Board of Adjustment matters since they were a “legal” board.   She 
referenced March 13, 2012, Board of Adjustment minutes wherein Tim Mathews, as a resident at 
72 Linvale Road, was quoted about “the spirit of agriculture” and agricultural “entrepreneurs.”  
Mr. Mathews said, “I think it’s terrific when people who live in our town and have a farm look 
for new ways of trying to be entrepreneurs and make a living and I think as an agricultural 
community we should be in favor of that and look favorable upon that.”   Mr. Mathews said that 
the matter was being deferred to another day.   Mrs. Bonette understood this to mean that “he 
wished to weigh in on it not being present” at another meeting. 
 
Frances Gavigan, 123 Wertsville Road, was aware of many people speaking to the Freeholders 
about the open space tax reduction, with a concern that some people do not have $360 and might 
want a waiver.   The intent to use the funds for administrative salaries is to save jobs for planners 
who work on open space.    Ms. Gavigan offered to “babysit the grityard” if the Township would 
agree to keep it open during the weekend to allow residents to get rid of brush.    
 
Tim Soltis, 11 Fox Hunt Road, spoke about “blight in downtown Ringoes,” being familiar with 
roads all over Hunterdon County without  “a stretch of road that looks like it does between Route 
202 and Larison Road.” He said that there were seven properties with health and safety 
nuisances, naming the vacated Fisher house with a half full pool and garbage, a second property 
being a white and green abandoned house with upholstered furniture out front and an empty 
tractor trailer, and a property with a barn held up by 2 x 4’s with trailers and abandoned vehicles, 
which “could not have a good impact on the environment.”  Mayor Kneski recommended 
contacting the Hunterdon County Health Department to look at health violations.    He also noted 
that the Township does not have a maintenance code ordinance, but it does not mean that there 
could not be an ordinance.    Attorney Cushing stated that Construction Office could inspect 
buildings to determine if they were safe; Mayor Kneski mentioned that the East Amwell 
Construction Official did inspect the site with the shored barn and approved it several years ago.   
Mr. Soltis concluded that the empty containers and abandoned vehicles contributed to the blight 
of downtown.    The Township will look into the complaints. 
 
Motion by Mr. Sageser, seconded by Deputy Mayor Cregar, and it was carried unanimously to 
close to the public. 
 
 
PUBLIC HEARINGS/INTRODUCTION OF ORDINANCES 
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Public Hearings: 
 
ORDINANCE 12-02: AN AMENDMENT TO THE CODE OF EAST AMWELL TOWNSHIP, 
SPECIFICALLY CHAPTER 75, FEES, TO INCLUDE FEES FOR SUMMER PLAYGROUND 
 
As proof of publication, the notice from the March 15, 2012, issue of the Hunterdon County 
Democrat was shown.   The ordinance has been posted and available to the public since 
introduction on March 8, 2012.    
 
Mr. Mathews explained that he worked with an ad hoc committee to determine that a more 
controlled program would provide for safety and security with more structure.   A survey of 
parents showed a “resounding agreement” that parents would pay a fee for the program; reducing 
the program one week would also allow an additional counselor to be hired for a better ratio of 
counselors per students.  The $40.00 per child fee would provide $4,000 revenue if 100 students 
participate.  He stated that the program would be reviewed after the program is done to 
determine if any changes would be made. 
 
The meeting was open to the public for comments on Ordinance 12-02.   There being no 
comments from the public, motion was made by Ms. Lenox, seconded by Mr. Sageser, and 
carried unanimously to close to the public. 
 
Motion by Ms. Lenox and seconded by Deputy Mayor Cregar to adopt Ordinance 12-02.  The 
ordinance was carried by roll call vote:   Ms. Lenox, yes; Mrs. Cregar, yes; Mr. Sageser, yes; Mr. 
Mathews, yes; Mr. Kneski, yes. 
 
 
ORDINANCE 12-03: AN ORDINANCE TO EXCEED THE MUNICIPAL BUDGET 
APPROPRIATION LIMITS AND ESTABLISH A CAP BANK 
 
As proof of publication, the notice from the March 15, 2012, issue of the Hunterdon County 
Democrat was shown.   The ordinance has been posted and available to the public since 
introduction on March 8, 2012.    
 
CFO/Treasurer Kathryn Monzo was present at this time and explained that the ordinance allows 
the municipality to increase an additional one percent appropriation from the prior year that can 
be “banked.”  The Township does not need to do this since their budget does not exceed the cap, 
but she recommended adoption of the ordinance because it sets a bank for the township.      
 
The meeting was open to the public for comments.   There being no comments, motion by 
Deputy Mayor Cregar, seconded by Ms. Lenox, and carried unanimously to close to the public. 
 
Motion by Ms. Lenox and seconded by Deputy Mayor Cregar to adopt Ordinance 12-03.  The 
motion was carried unanimously by roll call vote:  Ms. Lenox, yes; Mrs. Cregar, yes; Mr. 
Sageser, yes; Mr. Mathews, yes; Mr. Kneski, yes. 
 
 
2012 OPEN SPACE TRUST FUND HEARING (prior to adoption of 2012 Budget)    
 
The proposed trust fund budget was presented for consideration.  Mr. Mathews asked whether 
funding for baseball field mowing was incorporated into the budget;  a line showing $3,000 for 
mowing was shown.     
 
The meeting was open to the public on the proposed trust fund spending plan.  There being no 
comments, motion by Ms. Lenox, seconded by Mr. Mathews and carried unanimously to close to 
the public. 
 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
     RESOLUTION #40-12 

 
2012 Open Space Trust Hearing   (04-11-12) 
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Purpose: as designated by N.J.S.A. 12-15.7, the tax may be used for acquisition of lands for 
recreation and conservation purposes, development of lands acquired for recreation and 
conservation purposes, maintenance of lands acquired for recreation and conservation purposes, 
acquisition of farmland for farmland preservation purposes, historic preservation of historic 
properties, structures, facilities, sites, areas or objects for historic preservation purposes, payment 
of debt service on indebtedness issued or incurred by a municipality for any of the purposes 
above.   During the budget process each year, a public hearing is held on the allocation of funds 
raised by the open space tax. 
  
The 2012 Open Space Trust Fund will be used for the following: 
 
 
$ 39,000.00  Maintenance of Parks & Lands for Recreation and Conservation: 
   Salaries & Wages – Mowing  $  3,000.00    
   Clawson Park Maintenance  $25,000.00 
   Soccer Field Maintenance  $  6,000.00 
   Recreation Fields Maintenance $  5,000.00 
 
$210,500.00 Acquisition of Farmland    $ 73,000 – Drift 
  Down Payments     $ 30,000 – 5% Required 
  Soft Costs     $ 10,000      for acquisition 
  Green Acres Acquisition – Lang  $ 97,500 
         
  
 $8,500.00   Historic Preservation 

Other Expenses   Clawson House Rehab          $8,500.00  
 

$1,500.00 Trail Grant (Lang) Application – Matching    $1,500.00            
 
$259,500.00 TOTAL TRUST FUND APPROPRIATIONS 
 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
Motion by Mr. Sageser, seconded by Mr. Mathews, and carried unanimously to approve the 2012 
Open Space Trust Fund. 
 
 
SECOND READING AND ADOPTION OF 2012 BUDGET 
 
As proof of publication, the notice from the March 22, 2012, issue of the Hunterdon County 
showing a synopsis of the 2012 budget was provided.  The budget has been available to the 
public and posted on the website since introduction on March 8, 2012. 
 
Ms. Monzo explained that the governing body would also need to approve the self-examination 
resolution, noting that the state only reviews one-third of municipal budgets yearly while the 
other two thirds of the municipalities are under self-review by the CFO.   She also explained that 
she signs a certification that the budget complies with all state laws.   
 
Some discussion took place about additional funding for the rescue squad to cover worker’s 
compensation insurance.  The Clerk reminded the governing body that the cost would be more 
through the township rather than what the squad is now paying.   Ms. Monzo explained that there 
may have been funding in one draft of the budget, but the budget slated for adoption does not 
have any line item for the insurance.  Any changes to consider it would mean re-advertising the 
budget and not adopting tonight.   She suggested that the Township could always consider capital 
items at another point, adding that there is $29,000 slated in this budget for the squad, which is 
provided to them each year.  
 
The meeting was open to the public for comments. 
 
Frances Gavigan, 123 Wertsville Road, spoke about contributing to the squad, hoping for 
improved communications with them, which was a problem over the years.   She asked for 
“some form of off-set for costs … or contributions to the bottom line” for the squad and 
consideration of providing more than $29,000 in the future for their “valuable” service. 
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Nancy Cunningham, 14 Wertsville Road, commended the Township Committee for producing a 
no increase budget for the second year in a row as “an excellent job.” 
 
Motion by Ms. Lenox, seconded by Deputy Mayor Cregar, and carried unanimously to close to 
the public. 
 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
     RESOLUTION #41-12 

SELF-EXAMINATION OF BUDGET RESOLUTION 
 
 WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:4-78b has authorized the Local Finance Board to adopt rules 
that permit municipalities in sound fiscal condition to assume the responsibility, normally 
granted to the Director of the Division of Local Government Services, of conducting the annual 
budget examination; and 
 
 WHEREAS, N.J.A.C. 5:30-7 was adopted by the Local Finance Board on February 11, 
1997; and 
 
 WHEREAS, pursuant to N.J.A.C. 5:30-7.2 through 7.5, the Township of East Amwell 
has been declared eligible to participate in the program by the Division of Local government 
Services, and the Chief Financial officer has determined that the local government meets the 
necessary conditions to participate in the program for the 2012 budget year. 
 
 NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the governing body of the Township of East 
Amwell that in accordance with N.J.A.C. 5:30-7.6a & 7.6b and based upon the Chief Financial 
Officer's certification, the governing body has found the budget has met the following 
requirements: 
 
 1. That with reference to the following items, the amounts have been calculated 
pursuant to law and appropriated as such in the budget: 
  a. Payment of interest and debt redemption charges 
  b. Deferred charges and statutory expenditures 
  c. Cash deficit of preceding year 
  d. Reserve for uncollected taxes 
  e. Other reserves and non-disbursement items 
  f. Any inclusions of amounts required for school  
   purposes. 
 
 2. That the provisions relating to limitation on increases of appropriations pursuant 
to N.J.S.A. 40A:4-45.2 and appropriations for exceptions to limits on appropriations found at 
N.J.S.A. 40A:4-45.3 et seq., are fully met (complies with CAP law). 
 
 3. That the budget is in such form, arrangement, and content as required by the 
Local Budget Law and N.J.A.C. 5:30-4 and 5:30-5. 
 
 4. That pursuant to the Local Budget Law: 
 

a. All estimates of revenue are reasonable, accurate and correctly stated, 
  b. Items of appropriation are properly set forth 
  c. In itemization, form, arrangement and content, the budget will  

permit the exercise of the comptroller function within the municipality. 
 5. The budget and associated amendments have been introduced and publicly 
advertised in accordance with the relevant provisions of the Local Budget Law, except that 
failure to meet the deadlines of N.J.S.A. 40A:4-5 shall not prevent such certification. 
 
 6. That all other applicable statutory requirements have been fulfilled. 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a copy of this resolution will be forwarded to the 
Director of the Division of Local Government Services upon adoption. 
 
      By Order of the Township Committee, 
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      __________________________ 
      Peter Kneski, Mayor 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
Motion by Ms. Lenox, seconded by Mr. Sageser, and carried unanimously to approve the 
resolution. 
 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
     RESOLUTION #42-12 
 

ADOPTION OF THE 2012 BUDGET  
         (as attached to the original set of minutes) 

 
       By Order of the Township Committee, 
 
 
       _______________________________ 
       Peter Kneski, Mayor 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
Motion by Deputy Mayor Cregar, seconded by Ms. Lenox, and carried unanimously by roll call 
vote to adopt the 2012 budget:  Ms. Lenox, yes; Mrs. Cregar, yes; Mr. Sageser, yes; Mr. 
Mathews, yes; Mr. Kneski, yes. 
 
Mayor Kneski thanked the Township Committee, staff, boards, and CFO for tight budgets over 
the past two years. 
 
 
Introduction of Ordinances 
 
ORDINANCE 12-04: AN ORDINANCE TO PROVIDE FOR THE ACQUISITION OF, OR 
THE CONTRIBUTION TO THE PURCHASE OF REAL PROPERTY KNOWN AS BLOCK 
27, LOTS 53 AND 53.01 IN AND BY THE TOWNSHIP OF EAST AMWELL, IN THE 
COUNTY OF HUNTERDON, NEW JERSEY AND APPROPRIATING $260,000.00 
THEREOF FROM THE OPEN SPACE TAX TRUST FUND 
 
Farmland Open Space Preservation Committee Chair Glorianne Robbi and Vice Chair Dick 
Ginman were present during this time. 
 
The ordinance will fund the purchase of this property and has been discussed at previous 
meetings, including allocation of funding for appraisals and such.    Mr. Sageser asked about 
including the name of the property in the ordinance, and Mr. Cushing said that the Lang name 
could be added. 
 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
     ORDINANCE 12-04 
 
AN ORDINANCE TO PROVIDE FOR THE ACQUISITION OF, OR THE CONTRIBUTION 
TO THE PURCHASE OF REAL PROPERTY KNOWN AS BLOCK 27 LOTS 53 and 53.01 IN 
AND BY THE TOWNSHIP OF EAST AMWELL, IN THE COUNTY OF HUNTERDON, 
NEW JERSEY AND APPROPRIATING $260,000.00 THEREFOR FROM THE OPEN SPACE 
TAX TRUST FUND. 
 
BE IT ORDAINED BY THE TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE OF THE TOWNSHIP OF EAST 
AMWELL IN THE COUNTY OF HUNTERDON, NEW JERSEY, as follows: 
 

Section  l.   The improvement described in Section 2 of this ordinance is hereby 
authorized as general improvements to be made or acquired by the Township of East Amwell, 
New Jersey, for the said improvements or purposes described in Section 2, there is hereby 
appropriated the sum of $260,000.00, said sum being inclusive of all appropriations heretofore 
made therefore. 
 



EAST AMWELL TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE          APRIL 12, 2012               PAGE 7 

Section 2. The Township of East Amwell is hereby authorized to provide for, or 
contribute to the acquisition of real property known as the Lang Property and described on the 
Township tax map as Block 27, Lots 53 and 53.01 for open space and other municipal purposes 
in accordance with the Green Acres Program, including all costs necessary therefor or incidental 
thereto. 
 

Section 3. It is hereby determined and stated that the undertaking of the aforesaid work, 
acquisition, contribution or improvements is not a current expense of the Township of East 
Amwell, but rather a capital expense and the East Amwell Township's estimated cost of said 
work, acquisition or improvement is $260,000.00. 
 

Section 4. Funding for said acquisition is provided by New Jersey Green Acres Grant 
(50%) in the amount of $148,900; Hunterdon County Open Space Trust Program through D&R 
Greenway (15%) in the amount of $35,736; a seller donation (20%) in the amount of $59,560; 
and East Amwell Township Open Space Trust in the amount of $53,604.  
 

Section 5. The sum of $260,000 also includes technical costs for various items in the 
amount of $18,885 which will be funded as follows: Green Acres reimbursement in the amount 
of $4,048; D&R Greenway in the amount of $3,596; seller in the amount of $7,193 and East 
Amwell Township in the amount of $4,048. 
 

Section 6. The sum of $260,000.00 is hereby appropriated for said purpose. The funding 
is provided by appropriating $260,000 from the Open Space Tax Trust Fund of the Township of 
East Amwell for said purpose as required by law and now available therefore in one or more 
previously adopted budgets. 
 

Section 7. The 2012 Capital Budget is hereby amended to conform with the provisions of 
this Ordinance. The resolution in the form promulgated by the Director of Local Government 
Services is on file with the Township Clerk and is available there for public inspection. 
 

Section 8. No debt of any kind is authorized for this undertaking. 
 

Section 9. This ordinance shall take effect immediately upon adoption according to law. 
 
      By Order of the Township Committee, 
 
 
      _____________________________ 
      Peter Kneski,  Mayor 
 

Attest:_______________________ 
           Teresa R. Stahl, RMC/CMC 
 
Introduced: 
Adopted: 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
Motion by Mr. Sageser and seconded by Ms. Lenox to introduce the ordinance.    
 
Mr. Mathews asked about the risk to receive County funding.  Mrs. Robbi stated that the County 
has advised D & R Greenways, as a non-profit, that they would be funded.    Mr. Ginman 
commented on having $15,000,000 in the fund at this time.    Ms. Monzo said that she did 
receive communication from the County about the award.     
 
The motion to introduce the ordinance was unanimous.   Notice will be published in the April 19, 
2012, issue of the Hunterdon County Democrat.  There was a request from Mr. Ginman to adopt 
the ordinance as soon as possible, and some discussion took place about holding a special 
meeting on April 30.   However, the final decision was to hold the public hearing at the regular 
meeting May 10, 2012, at 7:30 p.m. 
 
    
ORDINANCE 12-05 AN ORDINANCE BY THE TOWNSHIP OF EAST AMWELL, 
COUNTY OF HUNTERDON, STATE OF NEW JERSEY, AUTHORIZING A SPECIAL 
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EMERGENCY APPROPRIATION PURSUANT TO N.J.S.A. 40A:4-53 TO UNDERTAKE A 
REASSESSMENT OF REAL PROPERTY WITHIN THE MUNICIPALITY       
 
This ordinance will be tabled until the next meeting, based on the attorney’s comments under 
agenda review.   
 
Assessor Marianne Busher was in the audience and commented that she too would like to 
introduce at a special meeting if possible.    The Committee agreed to wait until the May meeting 
to introduce. 
 
Mrs. Monzo left the meeting at this time, and the Township Committee wished her “the best of 
luck” in her new position at Princeton Township.   A round of applause was offered to Mrs. 
Monzo. 
 
 
SPECIAL DISCUSSION 
 
PRESENTATION FROM NJ STATE POLICE IN KINGWOOD 
 
Detective Sgt. Michael Rosica and Trooper Frederick Golez were in attendance.   Detective Sgt. 
Rosica commented on State Police patrolling the area and mentioned the recent burglaries in the 
community, outlining specifics, including December 12 residential burglaries with a recent 
arrest; four separate individuals involved in burglaries; three suspects with multiple charges 
filed, including burglary, theft, criminal mischief, receipt of stolen property, etc.  Public 
information on the arrests is available through the Court Office.   He continued by adding that 8 
of 12 arrests have been made by a joint effort with the Hunterdon and Somerset County 
Prosecutors and police in surrounding municipalities.  He concluded that “troopers are out there, 
interacting with folks, providing information to the government (some of which cannot be 
disclosed), some cases are open, they are following information with forensics, and interviews 
are going on.”  
 
Mr. Mathews found the report “sobering and concerning” and asked about burglaries still going 
on.   Detective Sgt. Rosica stated that common factors included drug related activities and 
burglaries occurring between 8 a.m. and 4 p.m., with the possibility that houses were being 
watched.  He recommended that anyone seeing anything out of the ordinary call the police.  He 
also recommended calling the police if residents go on vacation.  He also noted that many 
burglaries are done in less than a minute, with burglars looking for quick carry outs, such as 
jewelry and cash.  On a question about whether they will avoid houses with dogs, he did not 
believe that these were always a deterrent.    
 
Detective Sgt. Rosica mentioned the February 29th arrest by the Somerset County Prosecutor, 
providing some details.  Mr. Mathews asked if there was evidence that burglars have inside 
information about certain drugs in homes; Detective Sgt. Rosica said no, also indicating that 
some burglars will look for smaller houses anticipating more money being available than a 
bigger house.  He concluded that there was “no rhyme or reason … with burglars looking for 
anything that they can take.” 
 
Comments were requested from the public. 
 
A question was asked about phone numbers.   The Officers suggested 911 for emergency calls or 
908-996-2864 for other calls.   If there is a vehicle involved, it was suggested that registration or 
license information be obtained – any information that can be collected will help the police.    
 
A question was asked about seeing cars driving slowly down the street.    A recommendation was 
made to take the license plate, if possible, and notify the police.  
 
The Township Committee thanked the State Police representatives for attending this evening. 
 
 
PRESENTATION BY OEM COUNCIL MEMBER CHARLES SOOS ON MUNICIPAL 
ALERT SYSTEMS 
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Mr. Soos commented on previous discussions about looking at a possible 911 reverse 
notificiation system, similar to what is already in existence at the County level.    At the Mayor’s 
request, Mr. Soos looked into other options. 
 
The Reverse 911 system is already in place at the County and is undergoing refinements.   A new 
vendor is being considered with possible improvements in accurately targeting areas and zones.   
There is no charge for this system unless there is abuse of it, and it is only for emergency 
notifications.    A municipal employee must be designated as a contact. 
 
There are also private services included United Alert and Nixel.   Participants must sign up for 
these programs, and the vendors provide text alerts.    Basic service is free; primary and 
secondary contacts must be assigned.   United Alert has been vetted by the State Police and is not 
limited to East Amwell Township.   The individual signs on and request alerts from anywhere 
United services.   Both United Alert and Nixel can be used for emergencies and other 
announcements.   Groups with specific clearance levels can be established for emergency 
information.     Mr. Soos felt that there would be no downside to registering for all three, noting 
that the County will pick up the phone numbers for the reverse 911 while residents would have 
to register for the private services.   People could be advised through the tax bill mailing and 
through the VIP.    
 
Mr. Mathews commented on the LEPC discussions about leveraging the alert system now in 
place at the school with about one-third of the East Amwell population already signed in.   Mr. 
Matheny would have to be authorized to be able to log in to the system.    
 
Mr. Matheny spoke about using the service, such as United Alert, for notifying residents for 
items such as the movie night schedule, etc. noting that some municipalities opt to put on much 
more information, e.g., road closings, Amber Alerts, etc.    Comments were exchanged about too 
many options and saturating the community with alerts.   Once something is decided, it is 
important to notify the residents and follow through.    Mayor Kneski asked for a consensus that 
Mr. Soos and Mr. Matheny move forward for the free services, which was agreed upon.   They 
will explore one or two of the options and work with the school on their system.    
 
The Committee thanked Mr. Soos for his assistance. 
 
 
LOCATION OF SOUTH COUNTY BRANCH LIBRARY 
 
Although Library Commissioners were not present this evening, Friend of the Library Dick 
Ginman and Historic Preservation Chair Barbara Sageser were present.      Mr. Mathews had 
seen signs for the rental of the current library location and suggested exploring the use of the 
Clawson property, which would "provide a motivation for renovation" of the house.  He 
suggested providing wireless support at the house that would allow visitors to use Ebooks in the 
park area; he spoke about possible rent to be gained from the library that would pay for the house 
renovations, speculating whether the county would work with the township on the proposal.    
 
Mr. Ginman said that the Freeholders are negotiating for space for the library in South County, 
and the Commission did not want to jeopardize these negotiations by attending any public 
meetings.     Mayor Kneski said that they were investigating some vacant space off of Route 179, 
noting that Clawson House would not be suitable for a quick relocation.   Mr. Ginman felt that 
consideration of a permanent location might be a good idea; he also noted that the current lease 
expires at the end of April with a two-month extension being given.  Mr. Mathews asked about 
getting a one year extension if the project could be moved along.      
 
Mrs. Sageser provided specific information about Clawson House, which is a 1,080 square foot 
per floor dwelling.   She spoke about modifications made to date, including removal of 
plumbing. New plans include a handicapped toilet and a small kitchenette, mentioning plans 
being prepared by the architect for State Historic Preservation Office project authorization.   The 
roof is not leaking and walls are in "pretty good shape."   Mrs. Sageser commented on the 
proposal for a library providing "good synergy" for the community, speaking about her 
knowledge of a similar operation in Leonia, NJ.    Mrs. Sageser provided specifics of the changes 
being anticipated for the house and reports to the County and the possibility of moving the 
Historical Society offices and the Quick Collection upstairs of the house.   Further comments 
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were made about the need for Green Acres approval, code approvals, and investigation of the 
septic field, etc.    Mr. Sageser commented about timing not being right, recalling that the County 
considered a library at South County Park several years ago; he spoke about letting ideas grow 
and five year plans for possible moves to Clawson Park and House.     
 
Mr. Ginman commented on a question of whether Green Acres would approve of the plan, 
suggesting that their clearance should be the first step and then talking with (Hunterdon County 
Library Director) Mark Titus about consideration of this in the future.    He further explained that 
the Friends of the Library have been going to neighboring towns to solicit resolutions so that the 
County does not lose a South County branch.   He recommended looking at the original Green 
Acres agreement for the Clawson site to determine possibilities.    He said that he has contacts to 
explore the proposal.    
 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
         RESOLUTION #43-12 
 
 BE IT RESOLVED by the Township Committee of the Township of East Amwell that 
they hereby request that the Hunterdon County Freeholders make every effort to keep a South 
County Branch of the Library in its current location. 
 
      By Order of the Township Committee, 
 
 
      _____________________ 
      Peter Kneski, Mayor 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
Motion by Mr. Sageser, seconded by Mr. Mathews, and carried unanimously. 
 
 
SPECIAL COMMITTEE REPORTS - None 
 
 
SPECIAL COMMITTEE REPORTS  
 
RECYCLING COMMITTEE   Chair Will Harrison was present at this time. 
 
 1) Appointment of Certified Recycling Coordinator:  Mr. Harrison explained the new 
regulations that require each municipality to have a Certified Recycling Coordinator.   The 
current Coordinator is not interested in taking the course, and Kathleen Bross from another 
municipality has agreed to serve as the Township's Certified Recycling Coordinator at no charge 
to the municipality.  The Clerk spoke with Ms. Bross, who "was happy to assist." Mrs. Corboy 
will do all the work on the state grants, but it will be submitted under Ms. Brosses certification; 
the two will coordinate on the submission. 
 
Motion by Ms. Lenox, seconded by Mr. Mathews, and carried unanimously to appoint Kathleen 
Bross as the Township's Certified Recycling Coordinator, pro bono.      
. 
 
 2) Recycling Tonnage and Tax Resolutions:  
 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

RESOLUTION # 44-12 

WHEREAS, the Mandatory Source Separation and Recycling Act, P.L. 1987, C.102, has 
established a recycling fund from which tonnage grants may be made to municipalities in order to 
encourage local source separation and recycling programs; and 

WHEREAS, it is the intent and the spirit of the Mandatory Source Separation and Recycling Act 
to use the tonnage grants to develop new municipal recycling programs and to continue and to expand 
existing programs; and 

WHEREAS, the New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection has promulgated 
recycling regulations to implement the Mandatory Source Separation and Recycling Act; and 
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WHEREAS, the recycling regulations impose on municipalities certain requirements as a 
condition for applying for tonnage grants, including but not limited to, making and keeping accurate, 
verifiable records of materials collected and claimed by the municipality; and 

WHEREAS, a resolution authorizing this municipality to apply for such tonnage grants for the 
calendar year 2011 will memorialize the commitment of this municipality to recycling and to indicate 
the assent of the Township Committee of East Amwell Township to the efforts undertaken by the 
municipality and the requirements contained in the Recycling Act and recycling regulations; and 

WHEREAS, such a resolution should designate the individual authorized to ensure the 
application is properly completed and timely filed. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Township Committee of the Township of East 
Amwell that East Amwell Township hereby endorses the submission of the recycling tonnage grant 
application to the New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection and designates Joyce Corboy to 
ensure that the application is properly filed; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the monies received from the recycling tonnage grant be 
deposited in a dedicated recycling trust fund to be used solely for the purposes of recycling. 

By Order of the Township Committee, 

Peter Kneski, Mayor 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

RESOLUTION #45-12 

WHEREAS, the Recycling Enhancement Act, P.L.2007, chapter 311, has established a 
recycling fund from which tonnage grants may be made to municipalities in order to encourage 
local source separation and recycling programs; and 

WHEREAS, there is levied upon the owner or operator of every solid waste facility (with 
certain exceptions) a recycling tax of $3.00 per ton on all solid waste accepted for disposal or 
transfer at the solid waste facility. 

WHEREAS, whenever a municipality operates a municipal service system for solid waste 
collection, or provides for regular solid waste collection service under a contract awarded 
pursuant to the "Local Public Contracts Law," the amount of grant monies received by the 
municipality shall not be less than the annual amount of recycling tax paid by the municipality 
except that all grant monies received by the municipality shall be expended only for its recycling 
program. 

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the Township of East Amwell, that East 
Amwell Township hereby certifies a submission of expenditure for taxes paid pursuant to 
P.L.2007, Chapter 311, in 2011 in the amount of  $90.93.  Documentation supporting this 
submission is available at 1070 Route 202/31, Ringoes, NJ 08551, and shall be maintained for no 
less than five years from this date. 

By Order of the Township Committee, 
 
_______________ 
Peter Kneski, Mayor 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
Motion by Ms. Lenox, seconded by Deputy Mayor Cregar, and carried unanimously. 
 
APPOINTMENT CHANGE FOR 2012 BOARDS/COMMITTEES 
 
 1) Planning Board Membership:  Mayor Kneski explained that he has been working with 
Attorneys Cushing and Norman to fill class positions on the Planning Board.    He explained that 
the Township Committee cannot  hold the position of Class II (Township Official), he will be 
moving Dart Sageser to the Mayor's Designee position, thus opening the Class II position.   In 
the interim, Gail Skupien has agreed to step down, stating her willingness to serve if another 
position opens up. 
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Motion to appoint Dart Sageser as the Mayor's Designee was made by Ms. Lenox, seconded by 
Deputy Mayor Cregar, and carried with one abstention, Mr. Sageser.  Mr. Cushing felt that no 
action was really necessary.     
 
Some comments were made about the Municipal Land Use Law regulations about the 
assignment of Class IV and Class II members. 
 
FARMLAND OPEN SPACE PRESERVATION COMMITTEE 
 
 1) Scibilia Property, B. 11, Lot 37:  Mrs. Robbi explained that FOSPC was advised that 
the Wells Fargo loan will be paid off by October, and SADC has agreed to hold the Township's 
funding until that time.    It was speculated that the Township would be getting back around 
$180,000. 
 
 2) Request to Hunterdon County Freeholders to Keep Open Space Tax At Current 
Amount:  This is the item Mrs. Robbi brought up at Open to the Public. 
 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++  
     RESOLUTION #46-12 
 

BE IT RESOLVED by the Township Committee of the Township of East Amwell that 
they hereby urgently request that the Hunterdon County Freeholders keep the Open Space Trust 
Fund Tax at its current rate of 3 cents and use the dedicated tax fund for the purpose it was 
created for; and 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Hunterdon County Freeholders be reminded of 

their commitment to the residents of the County to use the tax for farmland and open space 
preservation, recreation, and historic preservation, not to use the fund for administrative 
expenses and debt reduction; and 

 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that East Amwell Township Committee and staff, who 
have been strong advocates for preservation on behalf of its residents and all residents in 
Hunterdon County, call upon the Hunterdon County Director and Board of Chosen Freeholders 
to hold steadfast to its commitment to continue their preservation efforts and not compromise the 
existing taxation method and tax utilization protocol; and 
 
 BE IT FINALLY RESOLVED that a copy of this resolution be sent directly to the 
Hunterdon County Freeholders for their prompt consideration. 
 
      By Order of the Township Committee, 
 
 
      _________________ 
      Peter Kneski, Mayor 
 
Resolution Adopted on 4-12-12 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
Motion by Ms. Lenox, seconded by Mr. Sageser, and carried unanimously to approve the 
resolution. 
 
 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
 
TOWNSHIP ADMINISTRATOR'S UPDATE 
  
 1) 3/27 Letter of Resignation from CFO/Treasurer Kathryn Monzo:  Mr. Matheny 
mentioned the letter of resignation, stating that Ms. Monzo would work until the end of this 
week.  The position was posted on the website and at the municipal building for a permanent 
CFO.  Possible options, including hiring a temporary CFO, will be discussed in executive 
session. 
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 2) Summer Playground Update:  The positions have been posted and there are applicants 
for all positions (including some past counselors), who will be interviewed next week.   Mr. 
Matheny asked the Township Committee about allowing the candidates to be fingerprinted prior 
to appointment after the interviews since the process takes about a month to do so.  The cost of 
fingerprinting will be reimbursed to the applicants once they have completed four full weeks of 
the program.   There was a consensus to move forth.  Mr. Cushing spoke about ratifying the 
Administrator's actions at the next meeting by appointing the candidates by resolution. 
 
 3) Raritan Township Police March 2012 Report :  There were 31 summonses issued in 
almost 20 hours of patrol.   
 
 4) Shared Services Agreement Amendment for Raritan Township Police Coverage:  Mr. 
Matheny has been in touch with Raritan Township about continuing the shared service at the 
same cost of $15,000 this year for four hours of patrol. 
 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
      
Explanation:  This Resolution authorizes the Mayor and Clerk to sign a Second Amendment to 
the Shared Police Services Agreement with the Township of Raritan for one (1) year until 
December 31, 2012. 
     RESOLUTION #47 – 12 
 
 WHEREAS, the Township of East Amwell and the Township of Raritan entered into a 
Shared Police Services Agreement in April of 2010; and 
 
 WHEREAS, that agreement expired on December 31, 2010 and was renewed by the First 
Amendment to the Shared Police Services Agreement until December 31, 2011; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Township Attorney of the Township of Raritan was directed to prepare a 
First Amendment to the Agreement extending the Agreement for one (1) year on the same terms 
and conditions until December 31, 2011. 
 
 WHEREAS, both Townships desire to extend that Agreement upon the same terms and 
conditions for one (1) year until December 31, 2012; and 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Township Committee of East Amwell, 
County of Hunterdon and State of New Jersey as follows: 
 
 The Mayor and Clerk are hereby authorized to sign a Second Amendment to the Shared 
Police Services Agreement with the Township of Raritan for one (1) year until December 31, 
2012, under the same conditions as the 2010 agreement.  
 
 This resolution shall take effect immediately. 
 
      By Order of the Township Committee, 
 
 
      _________________________ 
      Peter Kneski, Mayor 
 
Attest:_________________________ 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
Motion by Mr. Sageser, seconded by Ms. Lenox, and carried unanimously to approve the 
resolution. 
 
 5) Clawson Park Tree Donation:   Mr. Matheny explained that he was contacted by Jim 
Brophy of Rutgers Nursery about a donation of  "Number 2 trees," which were planted by the 
DPW.   Mr. Brophy thereafter asked the Township to supply a letter indicating that the trees 
were satisfactory.  Mr. Matheny concluded that "the process worked well and there were no 
strings attached."   He cleared the delivery of trees with Deputy Mayor Cregar as Chair of the 
Clawson Park Committee, adding that the "DPW did a good job in planting the trees." 
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 6) Clawson Park Drainage Plans:   Mr. Matheny reminded the governing body that 
Engineer O'Neal was authorized to investigate how to fix the paths at the park.    A report was 
received indicating that more study needed to be done about the impact on stormwater 
management.    Mr. O'Neal is rewriting the report to cover that aspect.     
 
 7) Additional Names for 2011 Salary and Wage Resolution:  The amendment will change 
the position of Peter Kneski and add Dart Sageser as a member of the governing body. 
 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
     RESOLUTION #48-12 
 
    Salary and Wage Resolution Amendment 
    

BE IT RESOLVED by the Township Committee of the Township of East Amwell that 
the following corrections and additions be made to Resolution #53-11, the 2011 Salary and 
Wage Resolution, retroactive to January 1, 2012: 
 
 Remove Township Committee Member Kneski  $3,015 
 Add Township Committee Member Sageser   $3,015 
   
 
 Remove Mayor Tatsch     $3,473 
 Add Mayor Kneski      $3,473 
 
     By Order of the Township Committee, 
 
     ___________________ 
     Peter Kneski, Mayor 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
Motion by Deputy Mayor Cregar, seconded by Ms. Lenox, and carried unanimously. 
 
 8) Request for Additional Pedestrian Crossing Sign for Village of Ringoes:  A resident 
recently requested an additional sign for the bank area at Boss Road.   The speed trailer has been 
used at the site, and there are currently two approved pedestrian signs at Mom's and at Carousel.  
Each unit costs about $700, and approval must be obtained by NJ DOT (which may take about a 
year and a half to receive).   There was a consensus of the governing body to order another sign. 
 
 9) Sidewalks in Ringoes:  Mr. Matheny reminded the governing body that the Township 
received $180,000 in grant funding for sidewalks and in conjunction, the County will be doing 
curbing and repaving.  He outlined the scope of the project, providing an estimate of $182,000 
prepared by the County.   The County will be bidding the work.    The County sent an agreement 
for signature and also a color chart for pigmentation selection.   Mayor Kneski recommended 
that Historic Preservation Committee look at the chart for color selection.   Additionally, the 
County was looking for a resolution of support for the project to send to the NJ Historic 
Preservation Office. 
 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
     RESOLUTION #49-12 
   County of Hunterdon and Township of East Amwell  
   Agreement for the Road Resurfacing, Sidewalk Construction 
   and Roadway Reconstruction for County Routes 579 

 (John Ringo Road) and 603 (Wertsville Road) 
 
This agreement, made this 12th date of April, 2012, between the Township of East Amwell, a 
municipal corporation of the State of New Jersey, having its principal office in the Township of 
East Amwell, and State of New Jersey, and the County of Hunterdon, a Body Politic and 
corporate of the State of New Jersey having its principal office at Main Street in the Borough of 
Flemington and State of New Jersey. 
 
 WHEREAS, the parties to this agreement are desirous of completing curb, sidewalk and 
roadway reconstruction improvements along County Route 579 (John Ringo Road) and 602 
(Wertsville Road); and 
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 WHEREAS, NJSA 40A:11-10 authorizes the parties to enter into an agreement with 
regard to the cost of construction of the curb, sidewalk and roadway reconstruction 
improvements along County Routes 579 (John Ringo Road) and 602 (Wertsville Road); and 
 
 WHEREAS, the County of Hunterdon is authorized to enter into a contract with another 
public entity without advertising for bids pursuant to NJSA 40A:11-5(2); and  
 
 WHEREAS, the County of Hunterdon has prepared plans and specifications for the curb, 
sidewalk, and roadway reconstruction improvements, and 
 
 WHEREAS, it is necessary to cost share the construction of improvements in accordance 
with the approved plans prepared by the County of Hunterdon; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Township of East Amwell shall be responsible for acquisition of all 
necessary rights of way to complete the project, if any is necessary; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Township of East Amwell Share of Construction Cost shall be limited to 
the costs to construct the curb and sidewalk in this project; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the County of Hunterdon shall be responsible for all roadway reconstruction 
improvements and engineering costs, an estimate is attached in exhibit A of the original 
agreement, the actual cost will be calculated using the contract amounts from the proposal pages;  
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, IN CONSIDERATION of the mutual promises, covenants, 
agreements and other considerations between the parties hereto and contained herein, the 
respective parties do hereby mutually covenant and agree as follows: 
 
A.  THE TOWNSHIP OF EAST AMWELL SHALL: 
 
 1.  Retain the right to inspect all work performed by the County’s Contractor for said 
curb and sidewalk improvements. 
 
 2.  As progress payments are made by the County of Hunterdon for said construction of 
the curb and sidewalk improvements and upon the presentation to it of the detailed costs, the 
Township shall reimburse the County for the cost to construct the curb and sidewalk 
improvements. 
 
 3.   Attend the Preconstruction Meeting for the curb and sidewalk improvements and 
roadway reconstruction project. 
 
 
B.  THE COUNTY OF HUNTERDON SHALL: 
 
 1.  Prepare the administrative and engineering documentation necessary to bid the curb, 
sidewalk and roadway reconstruction improvements project. 
 
 2. Inspect the construction for all of said improvements for the curb, sidewalk, and 
roadway reconstruction project. 
 
 3.  Make copies of plans, supplementary specifications, bid summaries, awards, contract 
documents and payment certificates available to the Township of East Amwell. 
 
 4.  As progress payments are made by the County for said construction of the curb, 
sidewalk and roadway reconstruction project, the County shall forward to the Township a 
summary of detailed costs for improvements for the portion of the curb and sidewalk project 
located on County Routes 579 (John Ringo Road) and 602 (Wertsville Road). 
 
      By Order of the Township Committee, 
 
 
      __________________________ 
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      Peter Kneski, Mayor 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
Motion by Mr. Sageser, seconded by Mr. Mathews, and carried unanimously to approve the 
resolution, authorizing the Mayor to sign the agreement. 
 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
     RESOLUTION #50-12 
 
    Resolution in Support of Sidewalk Plans 
 
 WHEREAS, the Township Committee of the Township of East Amwell is in support of 
and is a participant with Hunterdon County in the joint project of establishing sidewalks in 
Ringoes; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Township Committee has reviewed the construction plans for the 
sidewalks prepared by Hunterdon County and endorses these plans; 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Township Committee of the Township 
of East Amwell that they hereby acknowledge their support of the plans prepared by Hunterdon 
County. 
 
       By Order of the Township Committee, 
 
       _________________________ 
       Peter Kneski, Mayor 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
Motion by Ms. Lenox, seconded by Deputy Mayor Cregar, and it was carried unanimously to 
approve the resolution. 
 
 10) Application for Municipal Field Usage for Amwell Attitude:   As advised by the 
attorney last month, the Township Committee should authorize field usage forms in the absence 
of the Recreation Committee.    Motion by Mr. Sageser, seconded by Mr. Mathews, and carried 
unanimously to approve the field usage form for Amwell Attitude. 
 
CONTINUED DISCUSSION ON TREE HARVESTING COMPLAINT FROM THE 
HARRINGTONS (See 1/12, 2/9, and 3/8 Minutes for Background and 4/2 Letter from Attorney 
Cushing) 
 
Mr. Cushing spoke about trying to send a letter to the Harringtons on 4/2, also giving them a 
copy this evening.   The letter explained that the tree harvesting committee examined evidence 
and because of the fact that the property owner was a commercial farm,  he was covered by right 
to farm regulations.     The letter also recommended that the Planning Board re-examine the 
ordinance.   
 
Mr. Sageser commented on the Planning Board's meeting last night, noting that it is not a land 
management ordinance but a "police power regulation."  The ordinance will be restructured to 
assign enforcement to the Zoning Officer rather than the Tree Harvesting Committee, having 
clear cut criteria on review and the ability to use a forester for assistance.   Bill Millett at the 
County Agriculture Development Board (CADB) also advises that the municipality cannot 
arbitrarily impinge on right to farm rights, i.e., if a farmer has a woodland management plan, the 
Township cannot make the owner get a permit.   However, the Township can require the 
property owner to get a permit (if there is no woodland plan).   Mr. Sageser mentioned the use of 
best management practices with a desire to protect groundwater and natural resources, 
suggesting that the revised ordinance may be ready for their next meeting.    Ms. Lenox 
concurred, stating that there would be a public hearing at the Planning Board first, and the 
ordinance would be sent to the Township Committee in the next few months.    Some comments 
were made about legal review, and Mr. Cushing added that his firm did prepare some memos 
when the ordinance was first passed. 
 
Ted Harrington, 110 Boss Road, Stockton, commented on the trees being cut for a solar project, 
and they are now lying horizontal on the farm.    Mr. Cushing commented on the right of a 
commercial farmer who may need more land to harvest crops.  Mr. Harrington asked how many 
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years it would take for farming, stating that the trees were cut in August and September.    Mr. 
Cushing commented on "legitimate concerns" but that the Tree Harvesting Committee chose not 
to enforce.    Mr. Harrington commented that "the system is broken."   Mr. Cushing stated that 
the Township Committee and the Planning Board agree that there are a lot of deficiencies in the 
ordinance.    
 
Mr. Mathews asked for guidance on how to pursue the requirement of obtaining a permit.    Mr. 
Cushing provided a brief history on the issue, including recommending that the neighbors go to 
municipal court for enforcement of the ordinance, but the Judge ruled that they did not have 
standing to do so, which "surprised" him.   He stated that it would be now necessary to go back 
to the Tree Harvesting Committee to revote on the issue.   The possibility of reconvening the 
Tree Harvesting Committee to determine whether to pursue the permit issue was suggested.   The 
possibility of the owner appealing to the CADB for the permit requirement is also a concern.    
Mayor Kneski suggested that the Tree Harvesting Committee reconvene and focus on the permit 
issue, make a judgment and develop a letter for the Attorney to sign and file a complaint.    Mr. 
Cushing suggested that the Clerk could take minutes of the meeting, which could be used for 
evidence in court.     
 
Diane Harrington, 110 Boss Road, Stockton, said that she understood that the Zoning Officer is 
the appropriate enforcement officer for tree harvesting.    Mr. Cushing explained that an original 
version of the ordinance had enforcement by the Zoning Officer; however, the ordinance 
developed by the Planning Board gave powers to the Tree Harvesting Committee.    Mrs. 
Harrington commented about the judicial system with a Judge making a decision, that the trees 
are down, and the Zoning Officer needed to enforce.    Mayor Kneski explained that the 
ordinance is being revised to return powers to the Zoning Officer, but the revised ordinance will 
take a couple of months.    Mrs. Harrington mentioned that the issue has been on-going since last 
July when she made the first call; Mr. Sageser stated that the Zoning Officer could not help in 
this situation.   
 
 
OPEN TO PUBLIC 
 
The meeting was open to the public for comments.    There being no comments, motion by Ms. 
Lenox, seconded by Deputy Mayor Cregar, and it was carried unanimously to close to the public. 
 
 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS, Continued 
 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
     RESOLUTION #51-12 
 
 WHEREAS, the Open Public Meetings Act, P.L. 1975, Chapter 231 permits the 
exclusion of the public from a meeting in certain circumstances; and 
 
 WHEREAS, East Amwell Township Committee is of the opinion that circumstances 
presently exist; and  
 
 WHEREAS, the governing body of the Township of East Amwell wishes to discuss 
personnel issues, contracts, and to receive advice from the Township Attorney on possible 
ligitation and the GRC complaint;  and 
 
 WHEREAS, minutes will be kept and once the matter involving the confidentiality of the 
above no longer requires that confidentiality, then minutes can be made public; 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the public be excluded from this meeting. 
 
      By Order of the Township Committee, 
 
 
      _________________________ 
      Peter Kneski, Mayor 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
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Motion by Deputy Mayor Cregar, seconded by Ms. Lenox, and it was carried unanimously to 
approve the resolution at 10:25 p.m. 
 
The Committee took a short recess before beginning the executive session at 10:30 p.m. 
 
The regular meeting resumed at 11:17 p.m. 
 
 
CFO/TREASURER AND ASSISTANT TREASURER COVERAGE 
 
The Township Committee agreed to filling the vacated position temporarily by appointing Jane 
Luhrs as the temporary CFO/Treasurer for an average of 6 hours per week at a pay rate of 
$14,500 per year, and Maria Andrews will adjust her hours to cover up to ten hours a week in the 
finance department at a rate of $26.45 per hour for this position.   These figures will equate to the 
budgeted amount previously assigned to Kathryn Monzo.    
 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
      RESOLUTION # 52-12 
 
 BE IT RESOLVED by the Township Committee of the Township of East Amwell that 
they hereby fill the vacated CFO/Treasurer position temporarily by appointing Jane Luhrs as the 
temporary CFO/Treasurer for an average of 6 hours per week at a pay rate of $14,500 per year; 
and 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that Assistant Treasurer Maria Andrews will adjust her 
hours to cover up to ten hours per week in the CFO/Treasurer's Office at an increased rate of 
$26.45 per hour for this position; and 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the 2011 Salary and Wage Resolution will be 
amended accordingly to cover these changes, including removal of Kathryn Monzo from the 
Resolution; and 
 
 BE IT FINALLY RESOLVED that the increase to Maria Andrews' hourly rate in the 
CFO/Treasurer's Department will drop back to the current rate of $20.32 per hour once a 
permanent CFO/Treasurer has been hired, and the Township Committee will re-evaluate the 
Assistant Treasurer's position at that time. 
 
      By Order of the Township Committee, 
 
 
 
      _______________________________ 
      Peter Kneski, Mayor 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
Motion by Mr. Mathews, seconded by Deputy Mayor Cregar, and it was carried unanimously to 
approve the resolution. 
 
 
ADMINISTRATOR'S CONTRACT    
 
Mayor Kneski explained that due to the late hour, discussion on the Township Administrator's 
2012 contract did not take place.    The item will be deferred to the next regular Township 
Committee meeting, and he asked for a motion to extend the Township Administrator's existing 
contract until the end of May.   Motion by Ms. Lenox, seconded by Deputy Mayor Cregar, and it 
was carried, with one no vote from Mr. Mathews, to extend the existing contract for the 
Township Administrator until the end of May 2012. 
 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
 
REQUEST FROM RESIDENT ANDREA BONETTE TO COMMENT ON DEP WAIVER 
RULE (3/8/12 Email) 
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The Clerk will contact Mrs. Bonette to see if this is still an issue. 
 
 
PROFESSIONAL SERVICES CONTRACT FOR AUDITOR CHARLES CASE FOR 
MUNICIPAL COURT 
 
The agreement pertains to the annual audit of the joint municipal court between East Amwell 
Township and Delaware Township. 
 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
     RESOLUTION #53-12 
 
 BE IT RESOLVED by the Township Committee of the Township of East Amwell that 
they hereby authorize the Mayor to sign the contract between Charles M. Case, CPA, RMA and 
the Joint Municipal Court of the Township of East Amwell and Delaware to perform the 2011 
annual court audit. 
 
       By Order of the Township Committee, 
 
 
       ________________________ 
       Peter Kneski, Mayor 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
Motion by Mr. Sageser, seconded by Ms. Lenox, and it was carried unanimously to approve the 
resolution. 
 
RAFFLE LICENSE #12-03 - ST. PETER'S FOUNDATION 
 
A request for a raffle license for St. Peter's Foundation for an event to be held at The Ridge at 
Back Brook on September 10, 2012, was presented. 
 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
     RESOLUTION #54-12 
 
 BE IT RESOLVED by the Township Committee of the Township of East Amwell that 
they hereby support the fund-raising efforts of Saint Peter’s Foundation, 254 Easton Avenue, 
New Brunswick, New Jersey 08901; and  
 
 WHEREAS, the Foundation has made application to hold an off premises 50/50 raffle on 
September 10, 2012, at 6:00 p.m. at The Ridge at Back Brook, 211 Wertsville Road, Ringoes, NJ 
08551;  
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Township Committee of the Township 
of East Amwell, that raffle license number #RA-12-03 be approved and processed. 
 
      By Order of the Township Committee, 
 
 
      ______________________________ 
      Peter Kneski, Mayor 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
Motion by Deputy Mayor Cregar, seconded by Ms. Lenox, and it was carried unanimously to 
approve the resolution. 
 
 
ADMINISTRATIVE REPORTS 
 
ASSISTANT TREASURER ANDREWS provided the bills of the evening, and a statement of 
cash on hand.   Motion by Ms. Lenox, seconded by Mr. Sageser, and it was carried unanimously 
to approve the bills of the evening. 
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Treasurer's Resolutions: 
 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
     RESOLUTION #55-12  
 

A RESOLUTION REQUESTING PERMISSION FOR THE DEDICATION BY 
RIDER FOR A RECREATION TRUST AS PROVIDED UNDER N.J.S.A. 

40A:4-39 
 

WHEREAS, permission is required of the Director of the Division of Local Government 
Services for approval as a dedication by rider of revenues received by a municipality when the 
revenue is subject to reasonably accurate estimates in advance; and, 

 
WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40:48-2.56 provides for receipt of Recreation Trust revenues by the 

municipality to provide for the operating costs to administer this act; and, 
 
WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:4-39 provides the dedicated revenues anticipated from the 

Recreation Trust are hereby anticipated as revenue and are hereby appropriated for the purpose 
to which said revenue is dedicated by statute or other legal requirement. 

 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Township Committee of the Township 

of East Amwell, County of Hunterdon, State of New Jersey as follows: 
1. The Township Committee does hereby request permission of the director of the Division 

of Local Government Services to pay expenditures of the Recreation Trust, N.J.S.A. 
40:48-2.56. 
 

2. The Clerk of the Township of East Amwell, County of Hunterdon, State of New Jersey, 
is hereby directed to forward two certified copies of this Resolution to the Director of the 
Division of Local Government Services. 

 
By Order of the Township Committee, 
 
_________________ 
Peter Kneski, Mayor 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
Motion by Ms. Lenox, seconded by Mr. Sageser, and it was carried unanimously to approve the 
resolution.   Summer Playground fees will be deposited into this account. 
 
TAX COLLECTOR HYLAND presented her March 2012 report and the 2011 Report of 
Uncollectible Taxes.   There were no resolutions. 
 
All other reports were noted without comment. 
 
 
CORRESONDENCE  
 
Correspondence was noted for filing. 
 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
There being no further business, motion by Deputy Mayor Cregar, seconded by Ms. Lenox, and 
it was carried unanimously to adjourn the meeting at 11:25 p.m. 
 
      
      ______________________________ 
      Teresa R. Stahl, RMC/CMC 
      Municipal Clerk 


