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A special meeting of the East Amwell Township Committee came to order at 6:00 PM.    Present 
were Mayor Peter Kneski, Deputy Mayor Dart Sageser, and Committee members Tim Mathews 
and David Wang-Iverson.  Committee member Patricia Cregar was absent.  Township 
Administrator Timothy Matheny was also in attendance.   
 
In compliance with the Open Public Meetings Act, a copy of notice of this meeting was filed in 
the Clerk's Office, posted on the bulletin board, and sent to the Hunterdon County Democrat, 
Times of Trenton, and Star Ledger on March 8, 2013. The purpose of this meeting is to meet 
with the Township Administrator to discuss the 2013 budget and to approve a resolution to go 
into executive session to discuss personnel. 
 
The public is invited to attend and comment at the open portion only.  Action may or may not be 
taken. 
 
The Pledge of Allegiance was recited. 
 
Mayor Kneski spoke about additional sheets prepared by the previous CFO, including a sheet 
listing debt service payments from 2013 through 2024 and emails about conversations with bond 
counsel regarding open space questions.     A list of 2013 revenues with COLA adjustments and 
without them was also presented. 
 
Mr. Wang-Iverson mentioned his concerns with taking the Open Space Trust Fund (OSTF) from 
$1.5 million to $700,000, including having to use it to pay back $190,000 in debt for the 
Zuegner/Drift acquisition.   He believed that since the Township Committee voted twice to bond, 
they should proceed with it rather than taking money from the OSTF.    He also mentioned 
taking money out of the fund for Clawson Park. 
 
Mayor Kneski said that Deputy Mayor Sageser met with Public Works at the park, and there may 
be an opportunity to cut back the project, seeing two components, the pathway wash out areas 
and the paving work around the circle. 
 
Deputy Mayor Sageser said that he met with Jason Silverthorn and Dennis O’Neal at the park.   
Mr. Silverthorn thought that the paths “were under control”; they are being maintained, they’ve 
lowered cross angles in some areas and compacted the material – the paths “did well during 
Sandy.”   Many residents would prefer to have dirt, not paved, walks.   Driving factors to pave 
the walks included maintenance costs and liability – these concerns are not as evident now.   The 
circle (entrance of the park) has deep holes and is not sloped properly to drain.   Engineer O’Neal 
is recommending two receptor drains – one at each edge of the park – to accept run off.   Guard 
rails and bollards have to also be replaced.    
 
Deputy Mayor Sageser spoke about doing the grading, putting in the drainage receptors, 
replacing protective guard rails and bollards, “and putting on QP and see how it does.”  He felt 
that this would sustain the park for a longer period, and once elevations are corrected, if 
maintenance becomes too much, then consider paving.     He believed the scope of this repair 
would be “reflective of a rural park … and saves money….”   He continued by stating that costs 
of the reduced project were unknown, and the work would “be deductive to the drawings [the 
engineer] had now.”    He mentioned a reduced amount, noting that the asphalt was “a big ticket 
item.”    
 
Mayor Kneski said that the ordinance for the project was on the regular meeting agenda.   
Having the DPW do the work was mentioned.     The Engineer should be asked for a revised 
estimate for the reduced scope of work.    Committee members debated about adding $80,000 - 
$100,000 for the work rather than $165,000. 
 
Mr. Mathews walked the park, and he agreed that “the paths are fine.”   He questioned the need 
for a circle at the entrance to the park, mentioning its location.   Mayor Kneski said it was part of 
traffic control for events.   Further discussion on the circle took place, with the following 
highlights:    Mr. Mathews did not see the obvious need for it; Deputy Mayor Sageser mentioned 
large puddles near it; Mr. Matheny felt that it provided a handi-capped drop off area near the 
park; the possibility of removing the circle and leaving the flag pole was mentioned; among 
other items.  Mr. Matheny was asked to talk to the engineer about eliminating the driveway 
around the circle and making it a peninsula, i.e., integrating the circle area into existing grass 
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landscape of the park.  Mr. Mathews asked about eliminating the circle and having the DPW fix 
the areas to the left and right to reduce water ponds.   Deputy Mayor Sageser said that the 
engineer was adamant that the bad drainage had to be repaired, i.e., sloping the area to drainage 
receptors at either edge of the park.     
 
Deputy Mayor Sageser agreed that he would speak with the engineer to get a figure for the 
budget, to discuss the possibility of removing the circle, and get a figure for materials to replace 
guardrails and bollards. 
 
Mr. Mathews mentioned that based on the project being done in house, he would support a fifth 
roadman and would consider this as the budget discussions proceeded. 
 
Mayor Kneski said that funding would still be taken  from the OSTF for whatever the scope of 
the work was decided. 
 
Mayor Kneski asked Farmland/Open Space Preservation Committee (FOSPC) Chair Glorianne 
Robbi to speak about the Drift/Zuegner acquisition and the $190,000 to come from the OSTF.  
Mrs. Robbi spoke about bond ordinance with a “super majority” agreeing to bonding.   She was 
supportive of bonding and not taking the money from the OSTF. 
 
Further discussion took place amongst the governing body members.  Mr. Wang-Iverson felt that 
the Township should bond for the $190,000, not take it from OSTF.  Also, by deferring Clawson 
Park drainage, it would result in a $350,000 savings in that fund.    Mayor Kneski provided his 
recollections about discussions in 2011 regarding bonding v. using OSTF, i.e., bond rates were 
low, the Township did not have much debt, and the idea was to keep reserve in the OSTF.   
Deputy Mayor Sageser spoke about Ms. Baldino’s advice to go with bond anticipation notes 
rather than bonding (i.e., too little expenses to go long term) with interest rates about 1% or 
more.    
 
Mr. Mathews asked about the total amount of the bond ordinance for Drift/Zuegner in the 
amount of $295,000, but the actual amount of East Amwell’s share was $190,000.   Mrs. Robbi 
outlined various sources of payments from other agencies.   She also explained applying Duke 
Foundation money, originally slated for the Drift property, to the Harrison property, with the 
Township picking up more of the cost on Drift.     
 
The Clerk was asked to check with the auditor on the accounting issue of how the $190,000 was 
paid for the properties.    F/OSPC Administrator Conard may have information too.  Mr. 
Mathews concluded that the Township will borrow the money and not take out of OSTF, and the 
$190,000 would be removed from the budget.     
 
Mayor Kneski asked for a consensus that $350,000 be put back into the budget (Clawson project 
and Drift/Zuegner funding), with the understanding that if the governing body agrees to a fifth 
public works employee, the DPW will have to do the work at Clawson to support the position.    
There was no opposition from members. 
 
Mayor Kneski said that the budget is flat, and he mentioned salary increases.   There were two 
scenarios prepared by Ms. Baldino, i.e., one without an increase and one with a 1.75% COLA 
increase.    The budgets also included the extra DPW employee. 
 
Some discussion took place on the previous CFO’s work on the budget, and Mr. Matheny said 
that he spoke with Ms. Baldino.    She would be willing to assist, but she would like 
compensation.    She is no longer an employee and is not under the salary and wage ordinance as 
the CFO.   Auditor Case advised against paying Ms. Baldino as a consultant since it “sends up 
red flags” for an employee to be paid with a W-2 and a 1099 in the same year.   Some discussion 
took place, noting that Ms. Baldino does not want to exceed 12 hours per week.    It was also 
noted that the budget documents should be available electronically in Excel sheets.   
 
Committee members spoke about budget changes and the way Ms. Baldino listed changes in the 
budget, i.e., using OSTF for COLA increases and the fifth DPW worker.    Mr. Wang-Iverson 
and Mr. Mathews were in favor of leveling the budget to the 2012 rate, then adding back the 
COLA increase and 5th worker as an increase with an explanation of why taxes increased for 
these lines.    Mr. Mathews suggested getting an opinion document on the legality of paying for a 
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COLA increase from OSTF; Mayor Kneski said that the way the budget  is written, it looks like 
the increase is coming from OSTF. 
 
Mayor Kneski asked Mr. Matheny to speak with Ms. Baldino to see if she would be willing to 
help complete the budget and come back for a few hours a week to do so; she will be paid for her 
assistance.   Mr. Case will be asked about the $190,000 bond ordinance.    
 
Mr. Wang-Iverson asked about a previous discussion on talking with bond counsel.    Mr. 
Mathews still felt that it would be important to have a phone conference with bond counsel to 
discuss refinancing options.   The email from Ms. Baldino regarding conversations with Bond 
Counsel Andrea Kahn indicates that there would not be sufficient savings to justify going to the 
Local Finance Board for approval, and Ed McManimon (a partner in the firm) agreed with her.    
Mr. Wang-Iverson questioned why the maturity date on the bonds couldn’t be pushed out further 
and have the 2003 bonds re-issued; he believed that a discussion with bond counsel would be 
worthwhile.   Mr. Wang-Iverson and Mr. Mathews agreed that they would like to follow up on 
this, and Deputy Mayor Sageser said that all of the governing body members would benefit from 
a discussion.     All were in agreement that this would not happen prior to budget introduction, 
but it should be considered for next year. 
 
Ms. Baldino will be asked to prepare updated budget sheets with four changes:    Zuegner/Drift  
ordinance amount of $189,500 will be removed from the budget and considered for bonding; 
eliminate the amount set aside for the Clawson Park project; COLA increase (1.75%) will be 
included in the revised budget; include the additional DPW employee. 
 
Mr. Wang-Iverson suggested doing versions of the budget with and without raising taxes for the 
maintenance barn.   Deputy Mayor Sageser felt that borrowing for the barn should be considered, 
and he was supportive of a fifth DPW member to provide growth in service and help with storm 
related issues, commenting further about the employee and adding that he “likes a tax increase 
for the added service.” 
 
The meeting was open to the public for comments. 
 
Nancy Cunningham, 14 Wertsville Road, said that the Committee was “doing great job” and 
supported bringing in a financial professional as a good idea.   She commented on a tax increase 
for COLA and the additional DPW worker with on-going costs and finding funding next year.  
She thanked the governing body for their work. 
 
Les Hamilton, High Mowing Road, spoke about the 4 cent open space tax, commenting on 
assessments going down  and tax funding going down as well. 
 
Motion by Deputy Mayor Sageser, seconded by Mr. Wang-Iverson, and carried unanimously to 
close to the public. 
 
 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
     RESOLUTION # 41 -13 
 
 WHEREAS, the Open Public Meetings Act, P.L. 1975, Chapter 231 permits the 
exclusion of the public from a meeting in certain circumstances; and 
 
 WHEREAS, East Amwell Township Committee is of the opinion that circumstances 
presently exist; and  
 
 WHEREAS, the governing body of the Township of East Amwell wishes to a discuss  
personnel issues; and 
 
 WHEREAS, minutes will be kept and once the matter involving the confidentiality of the 
above no longer requires that confidentiality, then minutes can be made public; 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the public be excluded from this meeting. 
 
      By Order of the Township Committee, 
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      ___________________________ 
      Peter Kneski, Mayor 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
Motion by Deputy Mayor Sageser, seconded by Mr. Wang-Iverson, and carried unanimously to 
approve the resolution. 
 
(For the record, Rice Notices were given to David Barrick and Christine Rosikiewicz.) 
 
Executive session began at 7:15 p.m. 
 
The regular meeting resumed at 7:35 p.m. 
 
There being no further business, motion by Deputy Mayor Sageser, seconded by Mr. Mathews, 
and carried unanimously to adjourn the special meeting at 7:35 p.m. 
 
 
      ___________________________________ 
      Teresa R. Stahl, RMC/CMC 
      Municipal Clerk 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


