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A special meeting of the East Amwell Township Committee came to order at 7:30 PM.    Present 
were Mayor Peter Kneski, Deputy Mayor Dart Sageser, and Committee member Tim Mathews.  
Committee members Patricia Cregar and David Wang-Iverson were absent.   Township 
Administrator Timothy Matheny was also in attendance.   
 
In compliance with the Open Public Meetings Act, a copy of notice of this meeting was filed in 
the Clerk's Office, posted on the bulletin board, and sent to the Hunterdon County Democrat, 
Times of Trenton, and Star Ledger on March 18, 2013, and published in the Hunterdon County 
Democrat on March 21, 2013.    The purpose of this meeting is to discuss the 2013 budget; to 
approve a resolution to enter executive session to discuss personnel; to consider appointments for 
the finance department; and to approve a bill list and resolutions. 
 
The public is invited to attend and comment at the open portion only.  Action may or may not be 
taken. 
 
The  meeting opened with the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
The meeting was open to the public for comments.   There being none being made, motion by 
Deputy Mayor Sageser, seconded by Mr. Mathews, and carried unanimously to close to the 
public. 
 
TAX COLLECTOR’S RESOLUTION    Mary Hyland, Tax Collector, was present to explain her 
request for a resolution for redemption.    She provided a worksheet for the property, explaining 
that the lien holder is repaid the amount of $57,900 on an original tax sale certificate from 
October 2010 in the amount of $8,901.91.   The holder gets a percentage of the interest on the 
certificate, and they also paid the subsequent taxes adding up to $39,404.88 with an 18% interest 
rate on subsequent taxes for a total of $57,920.    She explained that at a tax sale the premium 
was bid up to $8,900, which is held in a special account; if the redemption is within 5 years, they 
get it back with no interest (i.e., the Township keeps interest) in addition to the $57,900.   Mrs. 
Hyland commented on TD Bank providing a second mortgage to the property owner and the 
need for repayment; she noted that redemptions have been done in the past. 
 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
     RESOLUTION   # 48-13 
 

WHEREAS there has been a redemption made for Tax Sale Certificate #201002, Block 
40.02 lot 12, 270 Rileyville Road, sold on October 10th 2010 to US Bank  Cust for Pro Capital, 
and 

 
 WHEREAS the amount of $57,920.00 has been collected from TD Bank for the owners 

Robert and Marianne Murphy, for the redemption of Tax Sale Certificate 201002, 
 

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that a check in the amount of $57,920.00 be prepared 
by the Tax Collector and mailed to US Bank Cust for Pro Capital and, 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a check for the premium paid for Tax Sale 

Certificate #201002 in the amount of $8,900.00 be prepared by the Treasurer and that the Mayor, 
Clerk and Treasurer be authorized to sign this check and that it also be returned to US Bank Cust 
for Pro Capital.  
 
     By Order of the Township Committee, 
 
 
      Peter Kneski, Mayor 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
Motion by Deputy Mayor Sageser, seconded by Mr. Mathews, and carried unanimously to 
approve the resolution. 
 
DISCUSSION ON PERSONNEL/FINANCE DEPARTMENT 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
     RESOLUTION #49-13  
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 WHEREAS, the Open Public Meetings Act, P.L. 1975, Chapter 231 permits the 
exclusion of the public from a meeting in certain circumstances; and 
 
 WHEREAS, East Amwell Township Committee is of the opinion that circumstances 
presently exist; and  
 
 WHEREAS, the governing body of the Township of East Amwell wishes to a discuss 
personnel issue; and 
 
 WHEREAS, minutes will be kept and once the matter involving the confidentiality of the 
above no longer requires that confidentiality, then minutes can be made public; 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the public be excluded from this meeting. 
 
      By Order of the Township Committee, 
 
 
      ___________________________ 
      Peter Kneski  , Mayor 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
Motion by Mr. Mathews, seconded by Deputy Mayor Sageser, and carried unanimously to 
approve the resolution. 
 
Executive session began at  7:08 p.m.    
 
The regular meeting resumed at 7:37 p.m. 
 
APPOINTMENT OF CERTIFIED FINANCIAL OFFICER 
 
Mayor Kneski stated that the Township Committee will be looking for an appointment in the 
finance office, based on the applications for the CFO position.   He noted that there was an 
individual interviewed by the Administrator and a subcommittee of the Township Committee, 
and based on their analysis of the individual, he looked for a motion to appoint Nicola Trasente 
as the New CFO at an annual salary of $40,000 for 15 hours per week with an appointment per 
state statute.    
 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
     RESOLUTION #50-13 
 
 BE IT RESOLVED by the Township Committee of the Township of East Amwell that 
they hereby appoint Nicola Transente as the new Certified Financial Officer at an annual salary 
of $40,000 for 15 hours of work per week, and his appointment is per state statute; and 
 
 BE IT RESOLVED that the 2012 Salary and Wage resolution will reflect the new 
employee with salary rate. 
 
      By Order of the Township Committee, 
 
      _________________________ 
      Peter Kneski, Mayor 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
Motion by Mr. Mathews, seconded by Deputy Mayor Sageser, and it was carried unanimously to 
approve the resolution. 
 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
     RESOLUTION #51-13 
 
 BE IT RESOLVED that the Township Committee hereby appoints Nicola Trasente as the 
P.E.R.S. Certifying Officer, replacing the previous CFO in that position. 
 
       By Order of the Township Committee, 
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       ____________________ 
       Peter Kneski, Mayor 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
Motion by Deputy Mayor Sageser, seconded by Mr. Mathews, and carried unanimously. 
 
 
CONTINUED DISCUSSION ON 2013 BUDGET:    For the public’s information, Mayor 
Kneski stated that discussions would be deferred since there were some questions raised at the 
last meeting to be addressed by the CFO, and the questions will be passed along to the newly 
appointed CFO for response.   He stated that the new individual will evaluate the questions and 
the Township Committee would them resolved before introduction of the budget at the April 11th 
meeting.    The list of outstanding items to be answered from the last budget meeting will be 
provided to the new CFO by Mr. Matheny.     
 
Another special budget meeting will be set up during the week of April 1, once the new CFO 
provides available dates.     
 
Deputy Mayor Sageser commented on having conversations with the new CFO about strategies 
for bonding and refinancing or restructuring bonds.  Bond Counsel has provided some 
information previously, but the new CFO may have some information to provide, which might 
be worthwhile to consider.     It was further noted that this would not a current year budget item. 
 
Glorianne Robbi, in the audience, asked about the new CFO’s office hours.   Mayor Kneski 
stated that they would be from 7 or 7:30 a.m. – 9 or 9:30 a.m. two days a week, two evenings, 
and hours on Saturday.   The CFO will also be available on email and by phone regularly.    
 
On another question from the audience, Mr. Matheny advised that the new CFO works in 
Middletown Township and is the Financial Director, but not the CFO, in Hoboken.    Mr. 
Matheny continued by advising that the employee has experience working with the state, has a 
four year degree in accounting and experience in auditing, was assigned by the state to assist 
with the finances in Hoboken and stay on to oversee finances.     
 
Deputy Mayor Sageser said that the CFO would be asked to attend the next couple of Township 
Committee meetings and be asked to provide input on items that need direct CFO input.    
 
Mrs. Robbi commented on the early morning and evening hours for the CFO;  Deputy Mayor 
Sageser noted that this was their biggest concern, but the candidate’s “broader perspective on 
finance is to our advantage … and it is the best option we have….” 
 
BILL LIST APPROVAL 
 
There were two bills on the agenda for approval.   Deputy Mayor Sageser made the motion to 
approve.   Mr. Mathews asked about the Handex bill, and Mr. Matheny said it was for the 
municipal property.   Mayor Kneski explained that Larry Tatsch, as a Board of Health member, 
is still overseeing the reports received from Handex.   Mr. Matheny commented on getting Mr. 
Tatsch’s approval on paying bills for Handex.    The item relates to fuel tanks, which were once 
installed on the municipal property.     
 
Mr. Mathews seconded the motion on the floor to approve the bills, and the motion was carried 
unanimously. 
 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
There being  no further business, motion by Deputy Mayor Sageser, seconded by Mr. Mathews, 
and it was carried unanimously to adjourn the meeting at 7:45 p.m. 
 
 
       ________________________________ 
       Teresa R. Stahl, RMC/CMC 
       Municipal Clerk 
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