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The regular meeting of the East Amwell Township Committee was called to order at 7:30 p.m.    
Present were Mayor Dart Sageser, Deputy Mayor David Wang-Iverson, and Committee 
members Tim Mathews, Charles Van Horn, and Peter Miller.   Township Administrator Timothy 
Matheny was also in attendance. 
 
In compliance with the Open Public Meetings Act, Municipal Clerk Teresa R. Stahl announced 
that this is a regularly scheduled meeting, pursuant to the resolution adopted on January 1, 2014, 
and a meeting notice published in the Hunterdon County Democrat issue of January 9, 2014.      
A copy of the agenda for this meeting was forwarded to the Hunterdon County Democrat, Times 
of Trenton, Star Ledger, Courier News, posted on the bulletin board, and filed in the Clerk's 
Office on December 23, 2014. 
 
The meeting opened with the Pledge of Allegiance to the American Flag. 
 
 
AGENDA REVIEW 
 
The 12/12 League of Municipalities weekly update was added as correspondence. 
 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
The municipal building will be closed on Wednesday, December 31, 2014, and January 1, 2015.  
 
The 2015 Images of East Amwell Calendar, a joint effort of the Historic Preservation Committee 
and the East Amwell Historical Society, is available, free to the public, at the municipal office.    
 
The 2015 reorganization dates for boards and committees are listed on the Township’s  
website. 
 
Christmas Trees can be dropped at the grit yard during regular business hours and the first 
Saturday in January from 9 a.m. – noon.   Trees must be untrimmed. 
 
West Amwell Township is now accepting all construction applications for East Amwell 
Township as part of the shared service that begins effective January 1, 2015.    Please check the 
East Amwell Website for contact information and hours of operation. 
 
The annual rabies clinic will take place on Saturday, January 17, 2015, from 1 – 4 p.m. at the 
Township Garage.  See the website for more information. 
 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES – none 
 
 
OPEN TO THE PUBLIC  (for Comments from the Public for Items Not on the Agenda)   
 
Frances Gavigan, Wertsville Road, said that the Freeholders adopted an ordinance to provide 
animal control services to ten municipalities (eight of whom were already served independently 
by the officer hired) to provide for cost reduction and savings.    There was a table of fees 
established, and the intent may be to see how the program works and possibly open it up to other 
municipalities mid-year.   
 
Ms. Gavigan has been having informal conversations with county officials and others about 
digitizing municipal records.  She may be pursuing grant or foundation funding to have 
documents copied, either at the county or privately, and she is acquiring information on the 
volume involved in East Amwell records.   The Freeholders may also consider this as a shared 
service for the municipalities.    The Mayor thanked her for sharing this information.    
 
Motion by Mr. Van Horn, seconded by Deputy Mayor Wang-Iverson, and carried unanimously 
to close to the public. 
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CFO UPDATE 
 
Margaret Pasqua was present at this time, and she felt that “things were coming together [and she 
was] getting ahead quicker than she thought.”   She expected to start preliminary work on the 
budget within the next couple of weeks.    A representative from Suplee Clooney would be out 
next week to close out year end and get a temporary budget in place.     
 
Deputy Mayor Wang-Iverson asked when the 2014 books would be closed; Ms. Pasqua said that 
it would be done after reorganization and the temporary budget was set up.   She explained that 
she would have to close in Edmunds in order to set up the new year.     
 
Ms. Pasqua said that all accounts, except local public assistance, were reconciled through 
November.   Masters on escrows were also finished and “came together.”    On a question from 
the Mayor on the general ledger, Ms. Pasqua said that the ledger was not related to close out of 
the year, i.e., appropriations must be correct, and the general ledger “can be tweaked.”      The 
ledger will take some time. 
 
On a question from the Deputy Mayor, Ms. Pasqua said that the Assistant Treasurer is working 
on payroll and pension issues, including a DCRP problem (i.e., DCRP is used in place of 
pension, and there was one employee in the system).   Ms. Pasqua explained that the issue is 
time-consuming, and Ms. Santo is working on it, adding that the Assistant Treasurer is helpful 
working with complicated issues.   The intent is to phase in day-to-day work for the Assistant in 
due time. 
 
 
INTRODUCTION OF ORDINANCES/PUBLIC HEARINGS 
 
Public Hearings: 
 
ORDINANCE 14-08:  AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND THE CODE OF THE TOWNSHIP OF 
EAST AMWELL, SPECIFICALLY, CHAPTER 66, CONSTRUCTION CODES, UNIFORM, 
TO DESIGNATE THE CONSTRUCTION DEPARTMENT OF THE TOWNSHIP OF WEST 
AMWELL, HUNTERDON COUNTY, AS EAST AMWELL’S STATE UNIFORM 
CONSTRUCTION CODE ENFORCEMENT AGENCY 
 
As proof of publication, the Clerk provided the legal notice from the December 18, 2014, issue 
of the Hunterdon County Democrat, adding that the ordinance had been posted and available to 
the public since introduction on December 11, 2014. 
 
Motion by Mr. Miller and seconded by Mr. Mathews to open to the public for comments.    
There being no comments, motion by Deputy Mayor Wang-Iverson and seconded by Mr. Van 
Horn to close to the public. 
 
Motion to adopt Ordinance 14-08 was made by Mr. Van Horn, seconded by Mr. Miller, and 
carried unanimously by roll call vote:  Mr. Van Horn, yes; Mr. Wang-Iverson, yes; Mr. 
Mathews, yes; Mr. Miller, yes; Mr. Sageser,  yes. 
 
  
ORDINANCE 14-09: AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND THE CODE OF THE TOWNSHIP OF 
EAST AMWELL, SPECIFICALLY, CHAPTER 47, ALARMS, TO DESIGNATE AN 
ALTERNATE PERSON TO ISSUE CERTIFICATES OF COMPLIANCE 
 
As proof of publication, the Clerk provided the legal notice from the December 18, 2014, issue 
of the Hunterdon County Democrat, adding that the ordinance had been posted and available to 
the public since introduction on December 11, 2014. 
 
Motion by Mr. Van Horn and seconded by Deputy Mayor Wang-Iverson to open to the public 
for comments.    There being no comments, motion by Deputy Mayor Wang-Iverson and 
seconded by Mr. Van Horn to close to the public. 
 



EAST AMWELL TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE        DECEMBER 30, 2014            PAGE 3 

The intent of the ordinance is to raise the fee to cover costs, with the Township currently losing 
money because the fees barely cover the inspector’s time and mileage.    To also confirm, there is 
a new title of the inspector outlined in the ordinance. 
 
Motion to adopt Ordinance 14-09 was made by Deputy Mayor Wang-Iverson, seconded by Mr. 
Mathews, and carried unanimously by roll call vote:  Mr. Van Horn, yes; Mr. Wang-Iverson, yes; 
Mr. Mathews, yes; Mr. Miller, yes; Mr. Sageser, yes. 
 
Mayor Sageser asked when the ordinances would be in effect; the Clerk explained that adoption 
notices would have to be published in the January 8, 2015, issue of the Democrat.     
 
Discussion took place about open permits currently housed in Raritan Township.  Mr. Matheny 
explained previous communication with Raritan Township officials that they would hold these 
permits until closed;  however, West Amwell received notice that the permits would be dropped 
off there.  Mr. Matheny is waiting for a returned call from Raritan Township and has asked West 
Amwell for their opinion on this.   Mr. Matheny mentioned his frustration with lack of 
communication.    Mr. Van Horn commented on a “good decision” to make the move to West 
Amwell.     
 
Mayor Sageser asked about how many open permits there may be, with Mr. Matheny saying that 
the biggest one would be the School’s permit.   Making the public aware of the correct contact 
information for permits should be prioritized. 
 
 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
 
TOWNSHIP ADMINISTRATOR’S UPDATE 
 
 1) Farmland/Open Space Preservation Committee Administrator:  Mr. Matheny provided 
his 12/22 memo recommending Sande Katz as the FOSPC Administrator/Secretary.   He stated 
that he worked with Glorianne Robbi and Dick Ginman on the candidate search, including 
reviewing applications.    Ms. Robbi reached out to contacts in the field, and she felt that Ms. 
Katz, a volunteer on the Recycling Committee, would be a good fit.   She was interviewed by 
Mr. Matheny, the Deputy Mayor, and Mrs. Robbi, and Mrs. Robbi strongly recommended her 
with whom she will work closely.    Salary will be $19/hour (previous employee in this position 
received $20/hour because of his experience); the candidate may work about 6 hours a week 
eventually, although there may be more hours in the beginning.  She will not be able to work 6 
hours in the office, but she will attend the county and state meetings, as required.     On a 
question from the Deputy Mayor, Ms. Katz will also be responsible for minutes and meetings, so 
Ms. Brighthaupt will no longer assist.    
 
The governing body agreed that the budget line item for this position should be from the FOSPC 
budget and not assigned to Administration – Ms. Pasqua will work on this change.     
 
Further comments were made about the following:  Ms. Katz’s success in her Recycling 
Committee role; her local knowledge may be an advantage; she will have to work closely with 
Mrs. Robbi to get up to speed, and developing a good rapport with landowners is an asset.     
 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
     RESOLUTION  #144 -14 
 
 BE IT RESOLVED by the Township Committee of the Township of East Amwell that 
they hereby appoint Elma (Sande) Katz as the Farmland/Open Space Preservation Administrator 
as a one year probationary appointment; and 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the 2014 Salary and Wage Resolution be amended 
as follows: 
 
 Remove: FOSPC Administrator/Secretary Bauman     $20.00/hr. 
 
 Add:    FOSPC Administrator/Secretary Katz    $19.00/hr. 
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       By Order of the Township Committee, 
 
 
       __________________________ 
       Dart Sageser, Mayor 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
Motion by Mr. Van Horn, seconded by Deputy Mayor Wang-Iverson, and carried unanimously. 
 
 

2) Comcast:  At this time, Mr. Van Horn asked that an update on the Comcast situation 
regarding the closing on Van Lieus Road be added to the agenda for the first regular meeting in 
January. 

 
3) Posting of Zoning Officer Position and Appointment: For the record, the agenda stated 

that this item would be discussed in executive session prior to action.   Mr. Mathews asked about 
the memo provided yesterday to the governing body members by Zoning Officer McManus and 
when it would be discussed.   There was a question of whether the Zoning Officer received a 
Rice Notice.   The Clerk explained that she discussed this previously with the Mayor, who 
advised that a Rice Notice was not necessary, and the discussion in executive session would only 
involve applications for the position.   Mayor Sageser mentioned three applications were 
submitted, and the intent was to review the capabilities of the applicants.     

 
Mr. Mathews asked why the position was posted in the first place; Mayor Sageser said that this 
was talked about at the last meeting, i.e., posting the position for two weeks.    Comments were 
exchanged about the ability to have an employee waive a Rice notice requirement, whether done 
within 48 hours or less.  Richard McManus, in the audience, was asked if he would waive a Rice 
notice.  Mr. McManus said that he would prefer to have the discussion in open session.     He 
was reluctant to offer the governing body advice on the Rice notice requirements.      
 
Committee members agreed to table this discussion until the regular Township Committee on 
January 7th when the attorney would be present, and Mr. McManus will be provided with a Rice 
Notice. 
 
 
REVIEW OF DRAFT 2015 REORGANIZATION AGENDA, MINUTES, AND CONTRACTS  
 
The Clerk reminded the governing body that all of these materials have been in the Dropbox for 
review and comments.   There were no comments, but Mr. Mathews said that he would get back 
to the Clerk by January 5th, when the agenda would be posted. 
 
 
REQUEST FOR SUPPORT OF SENATOR TURNER’S LEGISLATION OPPOSING THE 
PENNEAST PIPELINE – Refer to 12/19 Email from Tracy Carluccio 
 
The Clerk advised that the resolution adopted at the last meeting was forwarded to the 
distribution list, including Senator Turner.   Ms. Carluccio was asking that the resolution once 
again be sent to the legislators to support the resolution Ms. Turner was proposing to the Senate.   
The summary statement from Ms. Turner’s resolution opposing the construction of the pipeline 
was read by the Clerk.  There was a consensus that the Mayor write a letter to the Senate in 
support of the legislation, attaching East Amwell’s approved resolution. 
 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
 
INSURANCE RENEWAL FOR THREE-YEAR TERM 
 
For the record, the agenda indicated that discussion would be in executive session prior to action, 
but the governing body addressed the matter with Wells Fargo Agent Peter Tarricone in public 
session. 
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Mr. Tarricone thanked the governing body for allowing Wells Fargo to serve, adding that the 
firm contacted three funds for quotes.  Somerset did not quote, and the two quotes received were 
from Statewide at $71,804 and PAIC (current carrier) at $74,505.  Mr. Tarricone referred the 
governing body to the summary prepared, showing line-by-line comparisons on coverage.    He 
added that both of these funds were reviewed by many municipalities and the county, adding that 
there were “trade-offs” with deductibles as one option.   Deputy Mayor Wang-Iverson asked 
about the reduction in premium from $100,000 last year; Mr. Tarricone explained that the 
insurance companies were aware of competition and reducing costs; it also could be due to the 
reinsurance market having excess capacity for cheaper insurance.     On another question, Mr. 
Tarricone said that he could not determine what rates may be for the following year.     On a 
question from Mr. Mathews, Mr. Tarricone said that his compensation is built into the quote with 
Statewide being slightly less.    Mayor Sageser asked if these were the same companies who 
quoted three years ago; Mr. Tarricone said yes.     Mr. Tarricone explained the “make-up” of 
PAIC as a “mostly western NJ fund,” including Hunterdon County, along with some Hunterdon 
County and Warren County municipalities.   Mayor Sageser commented on a strong return from 
PAIC’s excess funds; Mr. Tarricone commented on his knowledge of Statewide’s return of 
excess funds – he also provided information on membership in both funds.      
 
Mr. Mathews asked about the yellow highlighting in the material provided by Mr. Tarricone; Mr. 
Tarricone explained that it was only to show differences and was not used for caution or 
advantage.      Some discussion took place on terrorist coverage, with Mr. Tarricone providing 
specific coverage if more than $25 million dollars came into play.    Other items highlighted 
included deductibles for mechanical boilers, police professional services, employee liability, 
public official coverage, etc., with Mr. Tarricone highlighting some specific instances when the 
policies would come into play.      
 
Mayor Sageser asked about changes in policies over the past three years; Mr. Tarricone said that 
they were pretty similar with minor changes.     
 
On a question from the Clerk, Mr. Tarricone explained to the governing body that as part of 
PAIC, the Township has access to the MEL Institute, which provides different types of employee 
training, including DPW classes.    Mr. Matheny highlighted the need for DPW staff to access 
specific classes, many of them mandated.   The governing body also recalled that they took 
classes last year and were provided with financial incentives of reduced insurance premiums.  On 
a question to Mr. Tarricone, he was not aware of any financial incentives such as these with 
Statewide.     
 
The Mayor noted that there was a risk management resolution provided with the Statewide 
paperwork; Mr. Tarricone said that a similar one would be required by PAIC.   It was again 
stated that this is a three year cycle for coverage.      
 
Mr. Tarricone offered his opinion that people make changes all the time and it would depend on 
how much of a difference the Township would want, adding that the difference between the two 
companies was less than five percent.     Further comments were exchanged, adding that the 
history of return on assessment and the reduction on premiums for taking the classes would cut 
into the difference in costs. 
 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
     RESOLUTION # 145-14 
 
 PUBLIC ALLIANCE INSURANCE COVERAGE FUND  
 RESOLUTION FOR RENEWAL OF MEMBERSHIP  
 
WHEREAS, the Township of East Amwell, hereafter referred to as "Public Entity" is a member 
of the Public Alliance Insurance Coverage Fund, hereinafter referred to as "Fund"; and 
 
WHEREAS, said renewal membership terminates as of January 1, 2015 at 12:01 a.m. standard 
time, unless earlier renewed by agreement between the Public Entity and the Fund; and  
 
WHEREAS, the Public Entity is afforded the following types of coverages (as indicated by an 
“x”): 
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  X Workers’ Compensation 
X Package (property, boiler & machinery, crime, auto & general liability,  
                           including Police Professional) 

  X Public Officials Liability  
  X Excess Liability 
   X Auto & General Liability (including Police Professional) 
   X Public Officials Liability  
  X Environmental Impairment Liability  
    
WHEREAS, the Public Entity desires to renew said membership.   
 
NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED as follows: 
 

1. The Public Entity agrees to renew its membership in the Fund for a period of 
three years beginning January 1, 2015, and ending January 1, 2018 at 12:01 a.m. 
eastern standard time, and to be subject to the coverages, operating procedures, 
bylaws, and other organizational and operational documents of the Fund 
presently existing or as from time to time amended by the Fund and/or the 
Department of Banking and Insurance. 

 
2. The Public Entity hereby appoints the Mayor as the Public Entity's Fund 

Commissioner and is authorized to execute the renewal Indemnity and Trust 
Agreement thereby evidencing annexed hereto and made a part hereof and to 
deliver same to the Fund the Public Entity's renewal of its membership. 

 
This Resolution agreed to the 30th day of December, 2014, by a vote of: 
 

   5     Affirmative     0     Abstain 
 

    0    Negative    0      Absent 
 
      By Order of the Township Committee, 
 
 
      _______________________ 
      Dart Sageser, Mayor 
 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
Motion by Mr. Van Horn, seconded by Deputy Mayor Wang-Iverson, and carried unanimously 
by roll call vote:  Mr. Van Horn, yes; Mr. Wang-Iverson, yes; Mr. Mathews, yes; Mr. Miller, 
yes; Mr. Sageser, yes. 
 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
     RESOLUTION #146 -14 
 

RESOLUTION APPOINTING RISK MANAGEMENT CONSULTANT 
 
 
 Whereas, East Amwell Township (hereinafter “Local Unit”) has joined the PAIC 
Insurance Fund (hereinafter “Fund”), a joint insurance fund as defined in N.J.S.A. 40A:10-36 et 
seq.; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Bylaws require participating members to appoint a Risk Management 
Consultant, as those positions are defined in the Bylaws, if requested to do so by the “Fund”; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Local Unit has complied with relevant law with regard to the 
appointment of a Risk management Consultant; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the “Fund” has requested its members to appoint individuals or entities to 
that position; and 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the governing body of “Local Unit”, in the 
County of Hunterdon and State of New Jersey, as follows: 
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 East Amwell Township hereby appoints Peter Tarricone of Wells Fargo Insurance as its 
local Risk Management Consultant. 
 
      By Order of the Township Committee, 
 
 
      ____________________________ 
      Dart Sageser, Mayor 
 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
Motion by Deputy Mayor Wang-Iverson, seconded by Mr. Mathews, and carried unanimously to 
approve the resolution. 
 
 
EXECUTIVE SESSION – None 
 
A comment was made that after tomorrow, there will be no Zoning Officer in place; however, it 
was agreed that Mr. McManus would still be given a Rice Notice. 
 
 
ADMINISTRATIVE REPORTS 
 
CFO Pasqua provided a transfer resolution. 
 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
     RESOLUTION #147–14 
 
WHEREAS, NJSA 40A:4-58 permits appropriation transfers during the last two months of the 
current fiscal year between line items of the municipal budget; and 
 
WHEREAS, it has been determined that certain line items are in excess of the sums needed and 
certain line items have insufficient funds to complete the operations of the fiscal year; 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Township Committee of the Township of East 
Amwell, County of Hunterdon, State of New Jersey, that the following sums be transferred as 
follows: 
      Transfer to  Transfer from 
4-01-43-495-102-000 Public Defender S & W  $ 5.00 
4-01-20-120-101-002   Municipal Clerk S & W    $5.00 
 
    Total   $5.00   $5.00 
 
 
      By Order of the Township Committee, 
 
 
      ______________________ 
      Dart Sageser, Mayor 
 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
Motion by Mr. Van Horn, seconded by Mr. Mathews, and carried unanimously to approve the 
resolution. 
 
Bills of the evening were approved on a motion by Mr. Van Horn, seconded by Mr. Miller, and 
carried unanimously. 
 
Mayor Sageser commented on a bill for $600 for file storage for Historic Preservation and was 
listed as Miscellaneous.    The prior CFO money around, and it was unclear why it was listed 
where it was. 
 
 



EAST AMWELL TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE        DECEMBER 30, 2014            PAGE 8 

OPEN TO THE PUBLIC 
 
Motion by Mr. Van Horn, seconded by Deputy Mayor Wang-Iverson and carried to open to the 
public.  There being no members present, motion by Mr. Van Horn, seconded by Deputy Mayor 
Wang-Iverson, and carried to close to the public. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
There being no further business, motion by Mr. Van Horn, seconded by Deputy Mayor Wang-
Iverson, and carried unanimously to adjourn the meeting at 8:35 p.m. 
 
 
 
       _____________________________ 
       Teresa R. Stahl, RMC/CMC 
       Municipal Clerk 
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