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The regular meeting of the East Amwell Township Committee was called to order at 7:30 p.m.    

Present were Mayor David Wang-Iverson, Deputy Mayor Dart Sageser, and Committee 

members Charles Van Horn and Tim Mathews.   Committee member Peter Miller was absent.   

Township Administrator Timothy Matheny and Attorney Richard Cushing were also in 

attendance. 

 

In compliance with the Open Public Meetings Act, Municipal Clerk Teresa R. Stahl announced 

that this is a regularly scheduled meeting, pursuant to the resolution adopted on January 5, 2016, 

with a meeting notice published in the Hunterdon County Democrat issue of January 14, 2016.      

A copy of the agenda for this meeting was forwarded to the Hunterdon County Democrat, Times 

of Trenton, Star Ledger, Courier News, posted on the bulletin board, and filed in the Clerk's 

Office on February 9, 2016. 

 

The meeting opened with the Pledge of Allegiance to the American Flag. 

 

 

AGENDA REVIEW 

 

Under Introduction of Ordinances, table the introduction of Ordinance 16-02 pertaining to 

Verizon; this is being done at the request of Mr. Bocchieri in an email dated 2-10-16.   

 

Under Correspondence, East Amwell Twp., add two 2-2-16 emails from Andrea Bonette on draft 

minutes of January 14 and 2015 Board of Adjustment hours. 

 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

Municipal Offices will be closed on February 15, 2016, for President’s Day. 

 

Annual Dog Licenses are now due.   $12 for Neutered/Spayed and $15 for Non-Neutered/Non-

Spayed.  Late fees will be assessed for any dog registered beginning on March 1.   Contact the 

Clerk’s Office at 908-782-8536 x10 for more information. 

 

 

UPDATE FROM THE CFO PASQUA 

 

Ms. Pasqua said that the Annual Financial Statement was complete, and she felt that it was better 

than expected, i.e., the Township broke even in surplus.    She added that the Annual Debt 

Statement was also filed.    

 

The budget will be ready for introduction in March, and Ms. Pasqua is getting the budget packet 

prepared.   Mayor Wang-Iverson spoke about using $400,000 from the Open Space Trust Fund 

for debt payments, which was more than normally used.   He stated that this could not be done 

indefinitely in order to prevent running out of funds prematurely; he agreed that it was a good 

idea to use the fund this year to meet the constraints of the budget.     

 

Mr. Mathews asked if Ms. Pasqua would be around for the public hearing on Ordinance 16-01, 

the Cap Index Ordinance; she answered affirmatively. 

 

 

SPECIAL DISCUSSIONS 

 

UPDATE FROM STEVE SOUZA, PRINCETON HYDRO, ON THE 319H GRANT 

 

Mr. Souza said that he was making good progress with the project.   There was a site walk in 

January during warmer weather, and there were about 8 or more people on the walk, including a 

NJ DEP project manager.    He said that DEP is very positive and provided guidance, and he has 

already received finalization on the concept that was submitted, with approval within two weeks 

of submission.   A copy of the concept plan was in the Share File for the governing body; it will 

include a renovation to the basin to the north of the park (north of the gas pipeline and close to 

Iron Horse) to become a bio retention basin.    The plan will also include modification near the 

right of the trail to include a vegetative swale for runoff from the slope.   The design includes 

rain gardens and a couple of other drainage areas in the park.     
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Mr. Souza continued by saying that now that NJ DEP has approved the concept plan, the actual 

construction drawings will be made over the next couple of months.   The scope of the work was 

outlined and sent to three vendors; Ferriero Engineering submitted the lowest bid, and a contract 

with them will have to be signed.   Specific attachments in the NJ DEP agreement were 

mentioned, and the Clerk will make sure that the Administrator has the forms.   Mr. Souza said 

that the quote for the work came in well below the budget amount in the grant, and if the budget 

amount stays below the maximum, there may be some money leftover in the budget to work at 

the municipal ball field and allow for surveying there.     

 

Mr. Matheny has already spoken with Engineer Dennis O’Neal about the surveying.   He will be 

requested to fill out attachment F of the agreement, and when conditions are appropriate, Ferriero 

Engineering will do the survey work.    Mr. Souza said that the project is progressing on schedule 

with the development of documents and the plan to initiate work in the spring. 

 

Mr. Souza said that elements of the design include two rain gardens, i.e., an existing one that will 

be renovated behind the tennis court and a  new one one near the parking lot to the far left, 

mentioning an area where water pools.   He said that a future Eagle Scout, Brandon Diacont, is 

planning on designing and implementing the project, and he was present tonight to meet the 

governing body. 

 

Brandon Diacont from Troop #265 introduced himself.   He said that he would be working with 

Mr. Souza on the project over the next couple of months to design and then build the garden.     

Mr. Souza explained that Brandon lives close to his house, and Brandon expressed interest in the 

project.  Mr. Souza commented on working on numerous Eagle Scout projects with 319H grants, 

and it was “win-win” for the community; he looked forward to working with Brandon, the 

scouts, and other volunteers.   The time line includes a possible June planting season, adding that 

he thought that this was a good project for the Scout. 

 

Deputy Mayor Sageser asked if Mr. Souza would be present at Green Fest this year, stating it 

would be the perfect place to present plans and solicit volunteers.   Doug Schleifer, 

Environmental Commission member, was in the audience and said that the event would take 

place on April 9. 

 

Mr. Souza said that the CFO should be submitting the first quarterly report to NJ DEP; the Clerk 

indicated that she would be putting the information together for the CFO’s signature and was 

expecting to hear from Princeton Hydro staff about submittals.   Mr. Souza agreed that they 

would discuss this tomorrow, adding that he would be preparing the technical portion of the 

report due sometime in February. 

 

Deputy Mayor Sageser asked why the existing rain garden was failing.   Mr. Souza thought that 

there were two reasons: it was too small and there was too much runoff, so plants were dying.  

He believed that soils were not renovated correctly and should be an engineered soil of 90% sand 

and the remainder an organized soil to drain quickly.    He believed that the type of plants didn’t 

survive because the ground was not draining.   The rain garden will be increased by about 50%, 

going in the direction of the large basin, the ground will be dug up to install drains, and the soils 

will be renovated before planting.    

 

Mayor Wang-Iverson asked whether the walking paths were okay.   Mr. Souza spoke about paths 

getting washed out, and a vegetative swale will run parallel to the paths to get the run off 

washing out.  He explained that the paths are compacted gravel and act as a conduit for the 

water.    The plan is to intercept the water before it gets to the path and direct the water to the 

basin.    

 

Mr. Mathews asked about the concept drawings; he was told that they were in the agenda item 

folder in File Share.    

 

Deputy Mayor Sageser asked about the plan to use fewer big tree boxes.   Mr. Souza explained 

that these were the equivalent of catch basins, i.e., a vault with bio-engineered soil and plants 

with a collection and treatment system that will route the water to the basin.   He spoke about 

hydrologic analysis being done, and on the right hand side of the property, the area is doing well 

with a catch basin near the property line that goes into the main basin.  In that area, the parking 

stalls are okay.   However, the parking areas in front and to the left of the gazebo need work.   

There is some major ponding, and he believes that the tree boxes will help.  They are considered 

stormwater management devices to improve water quality.   This part of the project will be 
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considered later on in the project, but he believed that one or two boxes may be needed at the 

front of the park for that parking area and maybe one in the parking area on the left side of the 

property.   Mr. Souza spoke about the importance of having a survey, suggesting that if the water 

on the left side of the property can be routed to the rain garden, that would be beneficial.   

Deputy Mayor Sageser understood this to mean the use of fewer boxes at a cost saving so that 

money can be used elsewhere.   Mr. Souza said that these boxes cost anywhere from $20,000-

40,000 installed.   If there were fewer boxes, the savings could be used elsewhere in the park or 

at the alternative sites.    

 

Mayor Wang-Iverson asked about any plans for the ice skating rink.   Mr. Souza reminded the 

governing body that there were problems with the original grading in this area and the liner 

failed; he spoke about the need to turn it into a stormwater system and the potential to divert the 

two drains that go into that area and route them to the bio-retention basin or the expanded rain 

garden.    If not, the two pipes installed there will be eliminated.    

 

Mr. Mathews asked what were the “alternative sites.”  Mr. Souza said the municipal fields and 

the school, which were listed in the original grant application to the NJ DEP.  The hierarchy is 

Clawson Park, the municipal fields, and then the school. 

 

Mayor Wang-Iverson asked about quarterly reports to the governing body, and Mr. Souza 

agreed.    The next update will be at the May meeting, and Eagle Scout candidate Diacont will 

also update the committee on his progress.  Mr. Souza said that his plans were in very 

preliminary stages, but he wanted the Township Committee to be informed. 

 

The Committee thanked Mr. Souza for his update, and he left the meeting at 7:55 p.m. 

 

 

UPDATE ON COAH  

 

Mr. Cushing said that Judge Miller extended the period to act until July.    He also provided for 

the appointment of a special master and now a secondary master, who is Richard Reading.   Mr. 

Cushing said that Mr. Reading has given favorable reports in a county where he was hired, 

including questioning how the housing numbers proposed by Fair Share Housing could be 

absorbed by the market through 2025.   He said that the cost for Mr. Reading would be shared, 

just as the payments for the special master are being done.    He said that interveners would also 

be called upon to share the expense.    

 

Mr. Cushing said that the Judge is working on how the trials will be handled noting that the 

critical question would be what are the numbers.  He believed that the Judge will let other judges 

in other vicinages have their trials first, and there may be different procedures.    He believed that 

it would be better for the municipality to “wait on the sidelines” to save the cost of litigation.   

He reminded the Township Committee that this is a very complicated issue, and new issues and 

battles keep coming up; he felt that maybe in six months or so, some decisions would be made 

on the numbers to simplify the matter.  He believed that there would be appeals, but “at least 

there will be numbers.”     

 

Mayor Wang-Iverson said that Planner Slagle told the Planning Board last night that the 

methodology trials might be held in May or June with numbers being available in July.   Mr. 

Cushing said that this might be the case, if no other issues occur.      

 

Mayor Wang-Iverson asked who would be involved in the numbers trials.  Mr. Cushing believed 

that the Township would not want to be involved in these trials, and he thought that they would 

probably occur in larger towns in the state.  He said that there were two or three lawyers in the 

lead promoting municipal interest.  The trials will involve experts for both sides, extensive cross 

-examination on theories and economics, and there may be more than one judge involved.   He 

also believed that there may be different outcomes from more than one judge and that there 

would be reasonable decisions from various judges.    

 

Mr. Mathews asked about cost sharing for the special master and the secondary master.   Mr. 

Cushing said that it was not per capita, adding that Franklin in Somerset and East Amwell could 

argue about fair allocation.    He said that the cost is shared equally among the municipalities.   

Mr. Mathews commented on not being able to budget for the unknown, asking if there was an 

estimate cost or would the municipalities be hit with large bills.  Mr. Cushing thought that it 
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would be the latter, saying that special masters are billing on a monthly basis and the bills will be 

coming. 

 

Deputy Mayor Sageser asked about the appointment of a different special master.  Mr. Cushing 

said that Judge Coyle left because of health problems, and someone else will take over.      

Deputy Mayor Sageser asked about the extension until July for submission of plans.   Mr. 

Cushing believed that Judge Miller recognized that until numbers are developed, municipalities 

would be doing unnecessary work on plans that may not be implemented and subjecting 

themselves to unhappy public participation and discussions that may not come to fruition.     

 

 

UPDATE ON THE RIDGE AT BACK BROOK – REQUESTED CHANGES IN PERMITTED 

USES  

 

Mayor Wang-Iverson asked that this item be on the agenda in order to update the public on the 

four items that The Ridge wanted changed, including changes in the municipal land use 

ordinances.   The changes include a request for overnight housing on site and the construction of 

a pool and tennis court.   These proposed changes in the ordinance may come to the Township 

Committee in April at the same time that the Planning Board continues its process on the 

application.     

 

Mayor Wang-Iverson continued by saying that the Planning Board is also being asked to remove 

the attendance limit language.   Currently there is a limit of having 250 people on site at any one 

time.    The Ridge would like to lift the limit to permit tournaments in the future.   The other 

request is to change the water testing schedule to extend the periods of conducting tests; the 

requirement now is annually, and they were looking for testing every three years.     The 

Planning Board will continue their hearing at their April meeting, and Mayor Wang-Iverson 

spoke about keeping the Township Committee’s actions in sync with the Planning Board, i.e., 

two items before the Planning Board and two before the Township Committee (i.e., the latter in 

the land use ordinance).     

 

Mr. Mathews asked Attorney Cushing about the request for more than 250 guests, which also 

includes Township Committee approval.     He asked if a prior administration had set this 

condition in place, how could the Planning Board act on it now.   Mr. Cushing ascertained that 

the requirement was part of the Planning Board resolution.     He said that the Planning Board 

used their discretion to set this condition with the approval of the site plan for The Ridge to cap 

the number of guests and provide a mechanism to depart from that number if it could be done.   

He said that it would not be a Planning Board procedure because of noticing requirements, etc., 

and they left it up to the Township Committee to make the determination with “a more rapid 

response.”   He continued by saying that if the Planning Board changes the number to 350 or 

another number, the Township Committee may pass an ordinance to change the number.     

 

Mr. Mathews continued by saying that the Planning Board created a governor with a number, 

and he asked how the Planning Board could change the number if the Township Committee is 

the authority to change it.     Mr. Cushing stated that the Planning Board did not require the 

Township Committee’s approval to set the number of 250, and it was an interesting condition 

set.    If the applicant has evidence that they can increase the number, the Planning Board could 

address the limitation, also considering public health and safety issues.    

 

Deputy Mayor Sageser said that the Planning Board discussed large scale event ordinances, such 

as those in Bedminster and Princeton, to set criteria and address traffic concerns.    He mentioned 

golf courses in those areas, including Trump National and Hamilton Farm, where large events 

take place.  Those municipalities have procedures in place that might be effective in East 

Amwell, and he suggested that the attorney might be able to get the language of those 

ordinances.    Mayor Wang-Iverson said that this might be an next step after the Planning Board 

makes its decision, but it is not necessary now.   The Mayor added that Plainsboro has a large 

event ordinance too.   Mr. Van Horn felt that the staff or officials in East Amwell would be able 

to get the other ordinances rather than ask the attorney to do so. 

 

Mr. Mathews asked that the Township Committee members who were also members of the 

Planning Board, a non-elected board, consider that at some point that Planning Board said that an 

elected Board should adjudicate the attendance issue.   He would hate for the Planning Board to 

now unilaterally take away that ability without some Township Committee input.       Mr. 

Cushing believed that there was some compromise when the issue came about in the past, and 
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there has been satisfactory compliance for years.   He agreed that Mr. Mathews’ points were 

valid. 

 

 

STANDING COMMITTEE REPORTS 

 

ENVIRONMENTAL COMMISSION 

 

 1) Request for Resolution of Support for ANJEC Grant for Cider Mill Preserve:  

Commission Member Doug Schleifer was present for this discussion.    He advised that it is the 

identical application submitted last year, which was not funded at that time.     The intent of the 

grant is to receive funding to create an off-street parking area at the Cider Mill Preserve, similar 

to the one at Omick Woods.   It will include a graveled parking area and a kiosk showing trail 

markings and holding pamphlets.   It is hoped that the DPW will do the work on the parking 

area.   Deputy Mayor Sageser confirmed that there would be about 4-5 parking spaces. 

 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

     RESOLUTION #27-16  

 

 BE IT RESOLVED by the Township Committee of the Township of East Amwell that 

they hereby authorize the Township Administrator to prepare a letter of support for the 

Environmental Commission’s ANJEC grant application entitled Cider Mill Preserve – Grassland 

Trail Access to develop a parking area for the Cider Mill Preserve and include funding from East 

Amwell Township capped in the amount of $500. 

 

       By Order of the Township Committee, 

 

 

       _____________________________ 

       David Wang-Iverson, Mayor 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Motion by Mr. Van Horn and seconded by Deputy Mayor Sageser to approve the resolution. 

 

Mr. Mathews asked about a cap on the Township costs, as mentioned in the application.   There 

was some discussion about this with a final determination that the Township’s cost would be 

capped at $500. 

 

Mr. Van Horn amended the motion, seconded by Deputy Mayor Sageser, and it was carried 

unanimously to approve the resolution, including the $500 cap language. 

 

 

 2) Appointment of 2016 Chairman of the Environmental Commission:   Motion by Mr. 

Van Horn, seconded by Deputy Mayor Sageser, and carried unanimously to appoint Doug 

Schleifer as the Chairman for 2016. 

 

 

LOCAL PUBLIC ASSISTANCE BOARD 

 

 1) Resignation of Member Denise Gonsiewski:   Ms. Gonsiewski sent an email on 

1/25/16, stating that she was resigning from the Board due to time constraints.  Motion by Mr. 

Van Horn, seconded by Deputy Mayor Sageser, and carried unanimously to accept the 

resignation with regret. 

 

ADDITIONAL APPOINTMENT(S) FOR 2016 

 

 1 Agricultural Advisory Committee:   Mayor Wang-Iverson said that he has been in 

contact with Joseph Heckman, whom he met in the fall.   He lives on Manners Road, and he is a 

two year resident of the Township.   He is also on the staff at Rutgers University.   The Mayor 

mentioned Mr. Heckman’s interest in farming and raw milk sales; he believed that Mr. Heckman 

would be able to provide good ideas for agriculture and how to facilitate or encourage agriculture 

in the Township.    

 

Mayor Wang-Iverson said that he did not ask Mr. Heckman to interview, with members agreeing 

that he had a very impressive curriculum vitae.   He added that the next meeting of this 
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committee is set for March 7th.  Deputy Mayor Sageser also said that he met Mr. Heckman at a 

social function when he moved to the Township.    

 

Motion by Deputy Mayor Sageser, seconded by Mr. Van Horn, and carried unanimously to 

appoint Joseph Heckler to the Agricultural Advisory Committee, based on his submittal of a 

completed Citizen’s Leadership Form. 

 

Mayor Wang-Iverson commented on trying to have Mr. Heckler join the Committee last year, 

and he recently contacted him with a news article on crop covers and renewed the question to 

him. 

 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

 

January 14, 2016 Special Minutes (Interview) were approved on a motion by Mr. Van Horn, 

seconded by Deputy Mayor Sageser, and carried with one abstention, Mr. Mathews, including 

corrections offered by Mr. Allen:   paragraph 5, last line, change “rock stones” to “country rock”; 

on paragraph 7, line 2, remove “which Mr. Allen has not yet seen” and replace with “with Mr. 

Allen saying that he has not yet seen a marking for the Larison burial ground” and on line 3, 

change “1738” to “1739.” 

 

January 14, 2016 Special Minutes (Budget) were approved on a motion by Deputy Mayor 

Sageser, seconded by Mr. Van Horn, and carried with one abstention, Mr. Mathews. 

 

January 14, 2016 Regular Minutes were approved on a motion by Mr. Van Horn and seconded 

by Deputy Mayor Sageser.   The Clerk asked to present corrections from Mrs. Bonette, and 

Mayor Wang-Iverson said that her emails with suggested corrections will be included in 

correspondence. The motion to approve minutes carried with one abstention, Mr. Mathews.    

 

January 14, 2016 Executive Minutes (COAH) were approved on a motion by Mr. Van Horn, 

seconded by Deputy Mayor Sageser, and carried with one abstention, Mr. Mathews. 

 

January 28, 2016, Special Minutes (Budget) were approved on a motion by Mr. Van Horn, 

seconded by Mr. Mathews, and carried unanimously. 

 

 

OPEN TO THE PUBLIC    Comments pertaining to topics not on tonight’s agenda (limited to a 

total of 15 minutes) 

 

Frances Gavigan, 123 Wertsville Road, spoke favorably about the new Agricultural Advisory 

Committee appointment, Joseph Heckman.     

 

Ms. Gavigan said that the Cider Mill Preserve was not mowed last year, commenting on the 

growth of Canadian Thistle, which is spreading.   She commented on whether you buy a house or 

land, one should be a steward of the land and the lack of mowing is affecting the farming 

community.  She suggested that the Township reach out to D & R Greenways about managing 

their property and being a good neighbor to the farmers in the Township. 

 

Motion by Mr. Van Horn, seconded by Deputy Mayor Sageser, and carried unanimously to close 

to the public. 

 

 

CONSENT AGENDA ITEMS – None 

 

 

PUBLIC HEARINGS/INTRODUCTION OF ORDINANCES 

 

Public Hearing: 

 

 A.   ORDINANCE #16-01   AN ORDINANCE TO EXCEED THE MUNICIPAL 

BUDGET APPROPRIATION LIMITS AND TO ESTABLISH A CAP BANK 
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As proof of publication, the Clerk presented the legal notice from the January 14, 2016, issue of 

the Hunterdon County Democrat.   The ordinance has been posted on the bulletin board and 

available to the public since introduction on January 5, 2016.    

 

The meeting was open to the public for any comments.   There being none, motion by Mr. Van 

Horn, seconded by Deputy Mayor Sageser, and carried unanimously to close to the public. 

 

Mr. Mathews asked about language changes in the 2016 Cap Bank Ordinance from the 2015 

version.   The first paragraph had the words “up to” in front of 3.5% in the first paragraph, which 

he felt was a big difference; he asked if the ordinance could be changed to add these words.   Ms. 

Pasqua said that this is the ordinance that the state prepares as a template, which she used. 

 

Mr. Mathews also mentioned the 0% increase in the same paragraph and equated it to the cost of 

living percentage, saying that now the Township has a number to fix a COLA increase, i.e., 0%.    

 

The Clerk asked Mr. Cushing if the suggested change would be considered a minor change and 

would not require the need for another publication and hearing; Mr. Cushing agreed that the 

change could be made.    

 

Motion by Mr. Van Horn, seconded by Deputy Mayor Sageser, and it was carried unanimously 

to adopt Ordinance 16-01 with the addition of the words “up to” in front of the 3.5% in the first 

paragraph.   A roll call vote was taken:  Mr. Van Horn, yes; Mr. Sageser, yes; Mr. Mathews, yes; 

Mr. Wang-Iverson, yes. 

 

Ms. Pasqua left the meeting after the ordinance was adopted. 

 

 

Introduction of Ordinances: 

 

The Verizon access ordinance was previously tabled at the agenda review at the beginning of this 

meeting. 

 

 

SPECIAL COMMITTEE REPORTS – None 

 

 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

 

TOWNSHIP ADMINISTRATOR’S UPDATE: 

 

 1) Annual Agreements with the Amwell Valley Little Baseball League for Trailers and 

Signs:   AVLBL Representative Chris Thompson, 195 Wertsville Road, was present during this 

discussion. 

 

Mr. Matheny reminded the Township Committee that the trailers are in bad condition, and there 

have been some discussions about repairs.   A letter was sent to the Little League, but their Board 

of Directors chose not to make the repairs.     He added that at this time of the year, there are 

usually contracts (agreements) sent to the Little League about use of the trailer and a separate 

one for erecting signs on the fields.    Mr. Matheny continued by saying that something had to be 

done with the trailer, either demolish it and take it away or fix it.  He added that there was some 

interest from the Recycling Committee for Styrofoam storage and to let the depot volunteers use 

it once a month.     

 

Mr. Matheny also mentioned an email he received from the baseball league that they will be 

doing something with Flemington-Raritan Baseball League this year.    

 

Mr. Mathews asked about the interest from the Recycling Committee about using the trailer, i.e., 

if it was safe for them.   Mr. Matheny said no, it still was in need of repair.    Mayor Wang-

Iverson said that Recycling Committee member Mike Petrus talked to him about this last 

Saturday, saying that he has had a couple of contractors going through the depot and asked about 

ideas.   He believes it would be inexpensive to fix, and the Mayor asked Mr. Petrus to give him 

some figures to consider.     Mayor Wang-Iverson said that the Recycling people haven’t seen the 

inside of the trailer; he did tell Mr. Petrus to come up with a figure to make it safe, and the 
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Township Committee would consider it.    Mr. Matheny previously gave a figure of about $6,000 

for a new shed, and the thought was that the trailer might be fixed up for $2,000-3,000.    

 

Deputy Mayor Sageser questioned if there was a different standard for the trailer if it was only 

housing Styrofoam and the one Saturday morning a month volunteers.  He also asked about the 

possibility of dragging the trailer to the grit-yard.   Mr. Matheny wasn’t sure if there were any 

axels.   He said that the trailer was 3-4 feet off the ground and thought it was “overkill” for 

storing Styrofoam.   There was some discussion with Mr. Petrus about having volunteers patch 

the trailer and remove the decking.  Mr. Van Horn questioned the liability of asking volunteers to 

do this work; Deputy Mayor Sageser equated it to the work volunteers do chopping trees at 

Omick Woods. 

 

The interior of the trailer was mentioned, with Mayor Wang-Iverson asking if there were any 

issues.   Mr. Matheny mentioned the carpeting, adding that a woman associated with the Little 

League supposedly said that she would not enter the trailer.   Mr. Thompson said that her 

complaint was more in tune with how the interior looked (cosmetically), although the heat was 

not working either.     

 

Mr. Van Horn reminded the Township Committee that the insurance carrier put the Township on 

alert about the poor conditions, particularly about the deck not being attached.    Mr. Thompson 

commented on being able to jump on the deck.     Deputy Mayor Sageser suggested that a deck 

was not necessary (i.e., it was installed back when the trailer housed a library, where one could 

sit outside and read a book).   Mr. Van Horn agreed that the deck could be removed and stairs 

installed.      

 

Mr. Thompson asked that before any decision is made to allow the Recycling Committee to use 

the facility, the Little League be made aware so that they could secure the items currently stored 

in the trailer.   He also mentioned that someone affiliated with the League who was familiar with 

state codes suggested that it be determined whether storing Styrofoam in the trailer was allowed 

from the fire code perspective.      

 

Deputy Mayor Sageser asked Mr. Thompson about his opinion in maintaining occupancy.    Mr. 

Thompson reminded the Township Committee at their meeting in December, they discussed the 

possibility of obtaining a shed, either 10’ x 10’ or 10’ x 12’.    He again stated that he was “not 

married” to the trailer if there was an expense for repairing, but the League would like some on 

site storage.    He added that the League is provisionally partnering with Flemington-Raritan 

Baseball this year, but the League is still a legal organization and would be having activities here 

in East Amwell for players from East and West Amwell.  He said that it would be helpful to have 

space.  He again spoke about keeping the Recycling materials separate from the Little League 

material.     

 

Mr. Mathews suggested more research on storing the Styrofoam before more money was spent 

on the trailer.    

 

Mr. Matheny asked for direction on the year-to-year contracts with the league since they expired 

in 2015.  A suggestion was made to have the DPW tear down the deck and put up stairs.    

 

Deputy Mayor Sageser asked how long the baseball season would run; Mr. Thompson said that 

they could be done by the end of June.    The Deputy Mayor then suggested allowing the contract 

to run with the season.   The trailer would be used for baseball storage only and not meetings.   

The deck will be removed and a safe access installed.    Mr. Thompson was appreciative of this 

recommendation, saying that the League would make sure that no children would be allowed 

near the trailer, and it would only be used for storage.    

 

Mr. Van Horn recommended telling Mr. Petrus that they would not be able to store the 

Styrofoam. 

 

Mr. Thompson continued by saying that they would not be installing baseball fences this year, so 

the agreement for the signage was not necessary. 

 

Mr. Matheny asked about the plans for Flemington-Raritan Baseball using the fields and whether 

they had permission and insurance.    Mr. Thompson explained that the plan is to group East 

Amwell and West Amwell players on teams, and they would be practicing here.   He said that the 

primary users of the field would be East Amwell residents.  Mr. Thompson said that if 
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Flemington Raritan Baseball is not making the request to use the fields, then Amwell Valley 

would have to put out funds to purchase a separate insurance policy for the same players.   From 

a cost perspective, the League felt that Flemington-Raritan League should make the field request.   

Mr. Thompson equated this to the same thing as having Amwell Valley make the field request 

and having other groups coming in to play against them. 

 

Mr. Thompson said that the Amwell Valley Little Baseball League exists, and they have 

insurance for officers and equipment.   They did not want to pay the $3,500 for players’ 

insurance since the Flemington-Raritan Baseball group has it.   Mr. Cushing suggested that the 

Amwell League could be an additional insured.    Mr. Thompson will look into this. 

 

Mr. Thompson explained that joining the Flemington-Raritan group was the easiest possible 

transition for the players and will expose the kids to kids that they will be going to high school 

with.   Mr. Matheny asked if the East Amwell fields would be for practice or play; Mr. 

Thompson said both, but no fences were needed.    Mr. Matheny asked about developing a 

contract with another entity to use the fields; Mr. Thompson thought that if they were an 

additional insured, they wouldn’t have to have a contract. 

 

It was concluded that the League would use the trailer through the end of June and decide then 

what to do with it.   Mr. Thompson agreed that this would allow the League time to work with 

Mr. Matheny or the Township Committee.    It was noted that playing with Flemington-Raritan 

Baseball is for a provisional season this year.   Mr. Mathews also recommended not getting rid of 

the trailer until after the provisional year with Flemington-Raritan Baseball because if the 

arrangement didn’t work out, the Amwell Valley Little Baseball League may want to fix the 

trailer for their use. 

 

Deputy Mayor Sageser again said that the deck would be removed; Mayor Wang-Iverson asked 

about replacing a window.  Mr. Matheny thought that the DPW would be able to also replace the 

window with another one, not just plywood.   The League was encouraged to hold their board 

meetings in the municipal building. 

 

 2) January 2016 Storm Report:  Mr. Matheny commented on his message on the website 

to let people know about conditions, including 30 inches of snow, 8 feet drifts on Rainbow Hill 

and other roads, etc.   He explained how the snow was covering the top of the plows in some 

instances, and the big trucks couldn’t get through the roads.    The DPW crew was able to help a 

nurse get to the hospital, among other things.    Mr. Matheny explained that it was a slow but 

steady process with the DPW coming in late on Friday night and staying until Sunday night, 

taking down time as needed.   He concluded that by the time it was over, all roads were open, in 

some cases narrow but passable.   Mr. Matheny commended the DPW for “doing one heck of a 

job,” adding that they accrued 45 hours of overtime for each man. 

 

Deputy Mayor Sageser said that it was hard to appreciate the conditions that the men endured, 

adding that they may have plowed on midnight (Sat. a.m.), and two hours later, the roads were 

covered again so people may have assumed that they were not plowed at all.  Mr. Matheny 

explained that it takes a full 12 hours to hit every road once.     Deputy Mayor Sageser said that 

the men “did a super job,” saying that our roads were better cleared than Princeton roads during 

this storm. 

 

Mr. Mathews added his thanks to Mr. Matheny and the DPW for their efforts in getting a veteran 

on Burd Lane out to the VA during the storm. 

 

 3) Roof at SAFE House:   Mr. Matheny took Deputy Mayor Sageser to see the roof at the 

house because he questioned the size of it.    Deputy Mayor Sageser agreed that the size was 

accurate, adding that the Township could question doing a portion of the work now and patching 

in some places to hold off on the entire repair.    

 

Mr. Matheny said that the quote from Strobers, a local roofer, came in below $30,000, i.e., 

$26,750; other quotes were $32,800 and $28,700.  There is an additional cost of $1,800 for the 

back skylight and interior.     Mr. Matheny said that Treasurer Pasqua has a plan to pay for the 

roof, and he was looking for a commitment to go ahead when the budget is adopted and the 

weather clears.     

 

Deputy Mayor Sageser said that the house was part of the COAH obligation and is an asset as 

such.     A question was raised as to whether it was possible to use some of the COAH funds to 
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pay for the roof.    Mr. Matheny knew that a portion of the money goes to administrative costs, 

but he was not sure if they could be used for the roof.   Mr. Cushing agreed to double check on 

this, and Municipal Housing Agent Jim Robbins will also be asked about this.    Some comments 

were exchanged about the amount of money that may be in the COAH fund at this time.    Mayor 

Wang-Iverson also asked about the credit that the Township gets from COAH for this property.    

 

It was unclear whether the Treasurer was preparing a capital ordinance and whether the work had 

to wait until after the budget was approved.   Mayor Wang-Iverson said that this would be 

decided on the next agenda. 

 

MAYOR’S UPDATE 

 

 1) Mayor’s VIP Column on the Website:   Mr. Van Horn had suggested to the Mayor that 

his VIP column should be put on the website as a means of informing the public of updated 

issues since not everyone reads the VIP.    It would be similar to the “Walk into the Woods” 

column that Toni Robbi provides to the Environmental Commission page each month.     

 

While a suggestion was made to call it the Mayor’s Update, Mr. Mathews suggested that it be 

entitled “Township Committee Update” so that other governing body members would be able to 

contribute as they wished.     There was a consensus to put the VIP article on the website and call 

it the Township Committee Update. 

 

 2) Request from Hunterdon County:   Mayor Wang-Iverson said that he and the Clerk 

received emails from Josie Glynn at Hunterdon County Planning canvasing for 5 attractions in 

the municipality that can be advertised at the County level as part of their advertisement for the 

County.    The Clerk listed the following:    Clawson Park; Black River and Western Railroad; 

Hunterdon County Fairgrounds; Amwell Valley and Sourland Mountains Trails and Preserves; 

Charming Village of Ringoes Area with  Historic Houses.    Mr. Mathews also suggested the 

Lindbergh House.   Committee members were asked to think of ideas and get back to the Clerk 

as soon as possible so she could notify the County by February 22. 

 

 

NEW BUSINESS – None 

 

 

OPEN TO THE PUBLIC 

 

Frances Gavigan, 123 Wertsville Road, asked Mr. Cushing about the tax appeal between The 

Ridge at Back Brook and the Township.     Mr. Cushing said that it was on-going.   The Mayor 

added that there were depositions taken in October with the Township’s special counsel 

involved.      

 

Ms. Gavigan asked about Township Committee members that also serve as Planning Board 

members; she asked about the Committee being involved in litigation discussions for the appeal 

and participating in hearings for The Ridge.   Mr. Cushing previously advised the Township 

Committee that these are two separate issues.   A property owner has the right to file tax appeals, 

and the members of the Planning Board can consider the application by The Ridge using their 

judgment as to the best interest of the Township.   Mr. Cushing said that the Township could not 

refuse to listen to the application because of the tax appeal. 

 

Ms. Gavigan spoke about the original application for the golf course when Barbara Wolfe was 

Chair of the Planning Board.   She recused herself although she did not leave the meeting.   Ms. 

Gavigan mentioned the Planning Board meeting last night, when after almost a year of 

discussion, a Planning Board member who is a neighbor on the notification list for The Ridge, 

now recused himself.  She asked about rules of recusal and conflicts, suggesting that any board 

members who are members of The Ridge or have a personal relationship should remove 

themselves from discussion to avoid a perception of conflict.   Ms. Gavigan asked that the 

attorney and the Township Committee make some kind of inquiry to the issue she raised in 

December in order to protect the Township if the applicant doesn’t get what he is seeking. 

 

Ms. Gavigan said that there were a number of residents from Dutch Lane at the Planning Board 

meeting, who were upset and concerned with the 50 acre Thompson property (subject to a 

settlement in 1990’s) being proposed as a COAH housing opportunity.   She asked that the 

Township Committee or Planning Board put something in the tax bills about COAH.  She also 
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suggested that there were other places in the township to consider, listing some areas as 

examples. 

 

Mayor Wang-Iverson said that nothing has been ruled out, and the Township is still looking at 

other locations.    

 

Ms. Gavigan spoke about The Ridge and their request to eliminate the need to go to the 

Township for attendance over 250.   She felt that if the requirement is removed entirely, it could 

be open to tournaments with attendance up to 50,000-60,000 people.  Mayor Wang-Iverson said 

that the Planning Board is still considering the request.     Ms. Gavigan spoke about the 

importance of keeping residents aware and suggested some outreach.   Mayor Wang-Iverson said 

that he covers topics in the VIP article, which will now also be posted on the website.   He 

reiterated what the Planning Board chair said, i.e., they could not go knocking on doors.  The 

Mayor believed that topics are known, if residents wished.    

 

Mr. Van Horn said residents should read the minutes.     Deputy Mayor Sageser added that 

COAH has been on the agendas for about 10-12 months, and The Ridge has been discussed at 

public meetings since last year.  The Deputy Mayor noted that Ms. Gavigan and Bill Reiter have 

been instrumental in getting the word out to neighbors.      He added that the Planning Board 

Chairman’s presentation at the Township Committee last month was a good one, stating that 

everyone is struggling with COAH.  If the obligation ends up being small, there are good 

options; if it is large, there will have to be alternatives.    

 

Ms. Gavigan concluded that more outreach was necessary, and the one size COAH does not fit 

all, asking about any legislative or individual efforts to factor in differences, e.g., soil types, no 

sewers, etc.    Mr. Cushing said that politically, the legislators and the Governor have given the 

matter over to the courts to handle. Ms. Gavigan commented negatively about responsive 

government.     

 

Mr. Cushing answered the question as follows.   Different soils and lack of sewer are factors.   

He believed that the state will look at how the numbers are allocated by region, and a 

hypothetical number may be given to East Amwell.    East Amwell can say that the numbers are 

not accurate since there are no jobs or housing available, and the numbers were too heavily 

weighed.     East Amwell can then argue that they can’t build 300-400 units without sewer and 

question the methodologies taken into account to determine the ultimate obligation of the 

Township.    

 

Motion by Mr. Van Horn, seconded by Mr. Mathews, and carried to close to the public. 

 

Mr. Mathews spoke about having two members of the Township Committee serving on the 

Planning Board and protecting the interests of the Township from any conflict of interest.  He 

asked if these members should recuse from one topic or the other.  Mr. Cushing did not think so 

in this instance, but he said that he would give it some thought and get back to the governing 

body on it. 

Mr. Cushing left the meeting at 9:15 p.m. 

 

 

ADMINISTRATIVE REPORTS  

 

CFO PASQUA presented a transfer resolution. 

 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

     RESOLUTION #28-16 
 

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING TRANSFER 

OF APPROPRIATION RESERVES 

DURING FIRST THREE MONTHS 

OF THE FISCAL YEAR 

 

 WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A: 4-58 provides for appropriation reserve transfers during the 

first three (3) months of the following fiscal year, when it has been determined that additional 

funds may be necessary to pay for services or goods that had been  received in the operations of 

the preceding year. 
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NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, by the Township Council of the Township 

of East Amwell does hereby authorize the transfers among the Appropriation Reserves (Calendar 

Year 2015 Municipal Budget) as follow: 

 

From: 

 

Utilities-Gasoline     $  2,000.00 

Utilities-Telephone     $  1,000.00 

Utilities-Street Lighting    $  1,000.00 

Utilities-Heating Oil     $  1,000.00 

 

To: 

         

Tax Assessor O/E       $  2,000.00 

Administration O/E       $  3,000.00 

 

Totals       $ 5,000.00 $ 5,000.00 

 

     By Order of the Township Committee, 

 

 

     ___________________________ 

     David Wang-Iverson, Mayor 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Motion by Mr. Van Horn, seconded by Deputy Mayor Sageser, and carried unanimously to 

approve the transfer resolution. 

 

Bills of the evening were offered for approval. 

 

Mr. Mathews asked for an explanation on the bill from Precision Well Drilling for work on 

Linvale Road.   Mr. Matheny explained that they were doing preparatory borings for the drainage 

work to be done at the corner of Linvale and Mountain Roads.    

 

Mr. Mathews also mentioned large expenses for the Planner and Engineer for The Ridge.  He 

was told that these bills are paid out of the escrow account.    

 

Deputy Mayor Sageser mentioned that the current bill lists are much easier to understand 

because of the additional detail; other members concurred. 

 

Motion by Mr. Van Horn, seconded by Deputy Mayor Sageser, and carried unanimously to 

approve the bills of the evening. 

 

TAX COLLECTOR HYLAND presented her monthly report and a redemption resolution. 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

              RESOLUTION #29-16 

 

 WHEREAS there has been a redemption made for Tax Sale Certificate #201504, Block 

18, Lot 22.01, Larsen Road, sold on October 22, 2015, to US Bank Cust For Pro Cap 4LLC and, 

 

 WHEREAS the amount of $6,699.69 has been collected from Corelogic for the owner of 

this property for the redemption of this Tax Sale Certificate #201504, 

 

 THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that a check in the amount of $6,699.69 be prepared 

and the Mayor, Treasurer and Clerk be authorized to sign this check and that it be mailed to US 

Bank Cust for Pro Cap 4 LLC. 

 

    US Bank Cust for PC 4 LLC 

    50 South 16th Street – Suite 1950 

    Philadelphia, PA 19102 

 

      By Order of the Township Committee, 

 

      ___________________________ 

      David Wang-Iverson, Mayor 
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+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Motion by Mr. Van Horn, seconded by Deputy Mayor Sageser, and carried unanimously to 

approve the resolution. 

 

DPW SUPERINTENDENT SILVERTHORN presented the January Activity report.   

 

Mr. Mathews asked about their tree trimming on Michael Lane.    Mr. Matheny explained that if 

the trees were in the right-of-way, the DPW will sometimes have to take care of them. 

 

All other reports were noted for filing without comment. 

 

 

CORRESPONDENCE 

 

Mr. Mathews asked about the 1/20 email from FOSPC regarding the Higgins property.  He was 

told that the 152 acres being preserved are all located in East Amwell Township, with Mayor 

Wang-Iverson adding that there are 420 acres in total in East Amwell to eventually be preserved.   

Deputy Mayor Sageser said that Higgins property in Hillsborough and Somerset County has 

already been preserved.   The purchase in phases is being done for tax purposes. 

 

The Hunterdon County 1/15 Division of Seniors, Disabilities & Veterans Services request for a 

local coordinator was mentioned.   The Clerk said that the Senior Citizen’s Group found a 

volunteer who agreed to be appointed, i.e., Pat McSorley from Toad Lane.    The Clerk said that 

the Township hasn’t had a volunteer for this position in several years, and the last volunteer was 

Jesse Denton.     Motion by Mr. Van Horn, seconded by Deputy Mayor Sageser, and carried 

unanimously to appoint Pat McSorley to this position. 

 

Mr. Mathews asked about the rabies clinic information and the number of non-residents who 

attend.   He asked about charging for the service.  He was told that many municipalities offer 

these clinics to the public, and the State provides the serum at no cost.   The fact that it is a free 

clinic encourages people to attend anywhere in the state.   Deputy Mayor Sageser also mentioned 

that the vet and staff would be paid whether only East Amwell Township residents came or not. 

 

 

ADJOURNMENT 

 

There being no further business, Mr. Van Horn made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 9:20 

p.m., seconded by Deputy Mayor Sageser, and carried unanimously. 

 

 

 

 

       ___________________________  

       Teresa R. Stahl, RMC/CMC 

       Municipal Clerk 

 

 

 


