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The regular meeting of the East Amwell Township Committee was called to order at 7:30 p.m.    
Present were Mayor David Wang-Iverson, Deputy Mayor Dart Sageser, and Committee 

Members Charles Van Horn, Tim Mathews, and Peter Miller.    Township Administrator 
Timothy Matheny and Attorney Richard Cushing were also in attendance. 

 

In compliance with the Open Public Meetings Act, Municipal Clerk Teresa R. Stahl announced 
that this is a regularly scheduled meeting, pursuant to the resolution adopted on January 5, 2016, 

with a meeting notice published in the Hunterdon County Democrat issue of January 14, 2016.      
A copy of the agenda for this meeting was forwarded to the Hunterdon County Democrat, Times 

of Trenton, Star Ledger, Courier News, posted on the bulletin board, and filed in the Clerk's 
Office on April 12, 2016. 
 

The meeting opened with the Pledge of Allegiance to the American Flag. 
 

 
AGENDA REVIEW 

 

A resolution from the Treasurer Changing the Name of the Depository and Signature Cards was 
added.  New Correspondence was also added, the 4-14-16 email from Planning Board 

Administrator Maria Andrews asking the Township Committee to Consider a Special Events 
Ordinance. 
 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

A.  Roadside Clean Up will take place on April 16.   Call Blaine Hummel at 609-466-2907 to 
volunteer for a road. 

 
B.   There will be an open house at Clawson House on April 16 and 17 from 1 – 3 p.m.  The 

public is invited to see progress being made. 
 
C.   Spring Clean Up Day will take place on April 30 from 8 a.m. – noon.   $15/carload; 

$25/van or SUV; $35/pickup truck/trailer.    Pre-register at the Clerk’s Office or Purchase Permit 
Day of Event. 

 
D.   Hunterdon County Solid Waste will hold a paint, oil, propane, and smoke detector collection 
day on May 14 from 9 a.m. – 1 p.m. at the Route 12 County Complex.   Call 908-788-1110 for 

details. 
 

E.   Plant Swap will be held on May 21st from 9 a.m. – 11 a.m. rain or shine at Clawson Park 
Gazebo.  Bring a plant, swap a plant. 
 

 
UPDATE FROM THE CFO  

 

CFO Margaret Pasqua reported that the budget is ready for introduction, and she has been 
working on the bond anticipation notes. 

 
 

PUBLIC HEARING ON THE 2016 BUDGET 
 
The Clerk announced that the budget was introduced on March 10, 2016, and copies have been 

available to the public since that time.   The Clerk provided the legal notice showing the budget 
summary, which was published in the March 17, 2016, issue of the Hunterdon County Democrat.    

The meeting was open to the public for comment. 
 
Microphones were adjusted on a request by a member of the public.    However, there were no 

other comments from the audience. 
 

Motion by Mr. Van Horn, seconded by Mr. Miller, and carried unanimously to close to the 
public. 
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There were no comments from the governing body. 
 

The Mayor read the budget resolution. 
 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
              RESOLUTION   #35-16 

    Resolution of Adoption of the 2016 Budget 

    (As Attached to the Original Set of Minutes) 
 

  
      By Order of the Township Committee, 
 

 
      ________________________ 

      David Wang-Iverson, Mayor 
 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Motion by Mr. Van Horn, seconded by Deputy Mayor Sageser, and carried by roll call vote:   
Mr. Van Horn, yes; Mr. Miller, no; Mr. Sageser, yes; Mr. Mathews, no; Mr. Wang-Iverson, yes. 

 
 
RESOLUTION FROM BOUND COUNSEL FOR 2016 BOND ANTICIPATION NOTES 

 
During this discussion, Mr. Mathews left the dais for a short time.    

 
Ms. Pasqua explained that there is currently $1139,000 in Bond Anticipation Notes, with 
$58,000 in the current budget for payments and cancellation of $10,500; she added $315,000 of 

the new road project for a total figure of $1,385,000. 
 

Mayor Wang-Iverson explained that the first section issued in 2006 will go into permanent 
financing by next year.   Ms. Pasqua said she would like to get at least $1,000,000 in the bond. 
 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
     RESOLUTION #36-16 

 

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE ISSUANCE OF NOT EXCEEDING $1,385,000 BOND 
ANTICIPATION NOTES OF THE TOWNSHIP OF EAST AMWELL, IN THE COUNTY OF 

HUNTERDON, NEW JERSEY. 
 

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE OF THE TOWNSHIP OF 
EAST AMWELL, IN THE COUNTY OF HUNTERDON, NEW JERSEY, AS FOLLOWS: 

 

Section 1. Pursuant to a bond ordinance of the Township of East Amwell 
(herein called “the local unit”), entitled:  “Bond ordinance of the Township of East Amwell, in 

the County of Hunterdon, New Jersey, providing for the Township’s share of the cost of 
easements under the farmland program to be undertaken jointly with the County and the State 
appropriating $1,050,000 therefor and authorizing the issuance of $1,000,000 bonds or notes of 

the Township to finance part of the cost thereof”, finally adopted on June 8, 2006 (#06-12), Bond 
Anticipation Notes of the local unit in a principal amount not exceeding $515,000 shall be issued 

for the purpose of temporarily financing the improvement or purpose described in Section 3 of 
said bond ordinance, including (to any extent necessary) the renewal of any Bond Anticipation 
Notes heretofore issued therefor, and any action heretofore had or taken with respect to said 

notes is hereby approved, ratified and confirmed. 
 

Section 2. Pursuant to a bond ordinance of the local unit entitled:  “Bond 
ordinance providing for the Township’s share of the acquisition of development easements in 

two farms located within the Township for and by the Township of East Amwell, in the County 
of Hunterdon, appropriating $310,000 therefor, and authorizing the issuance of $295,000 bond or 
notes of the Township to finance part of the cost thereof”, finally adopted on November 8, 2012 

(#12-12), Bond Anticipation Notes of the local unit in a principal amount not exceeding 
$183,000 shall be issued purpose for the purpose of temporarily financing the improvement or 
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purpose described in Section 3 of said bond ordinance, including (to any extent necessary) the 
renewal of any Bond Anticipation Notes heretofore issued therefor. 
 

Section 3. Pursuant to a bond ordinance of the local unit entitled:  “Bond 

ordinance providing for the acquisition of a tractor/boom mower for and by the Township of East 
Amwell, in the County of Hunterdon, New Jersey, appropriating the aggregate amount of 

$120,000 therefor, and authorizing the issuance of $114,000 bonds or notes of the Township to 
finance part of the cost thereof”, finally adopted on February 14, 2013 (#13-02), Bond 
Anticipation Notes of the local unit in a principal amount not exceeding $87,000 shall be issued 

purpose for the purpose of temporarily financing the improvement or purpose described in 
Section 3 of said bond ordinance, including (to any extent necessary) the renewal of any Bond 

Anticipation Notes heretofore issued therefor. 
 

Section 4. Pursuant to a bond ordinance of the local unit, entitled:  “Bond 
ordinance providing for the acquisition of a backhoe and barn garage renovations for and by the 
Township of East Amwell, in the County of Hunterdon, New Jersey appropriating $259,700 

therefor, and authorizing the issuance of $246,715 bonds or notes of the Township, to finance 
part of the cost thereof”, finally adopted on October 10, 2013 (#13-07), Bond Anticipation Notes 

of the local unit in a principal amount not exceeding $152,000 shall be issued for the purpose of 
temporarily financing the improvement or purpose described in Section 3 of said bond ordinance, 
including (to any extent necessary) the renewal of any Bond Anticipation Notes heretofore 

issued therefor, and any action heretofore had or taken with respect to said notes is hereby 
approved, ratified and confirmed. 
 

Section 5. Pursuant to a bond ordinance of the local unit, entitled:  “Bond 

ordinance providing for the acquisition of new and additional vehicular equipment by the 
Township of East Amwell, in the County of Hunterdon, New Jersey, appropriating $140,000 
therefor and authorizing the issuance of $133,000 bonds or notes of the Township for financing 

such appropriation”, finally adopted on March 12, 2015 (#15-02), Bond Anticipation Notes of 
the local unit in a principal amount not exceeding $133,000 shall be issued for the purpose of 

temporarily financing the improvement or purpose described in Section 3 of said bond ordinance, 
including (to any extent necessary) the renewal of any Bond Anticipation Notes heretofore 
issued therefor, and any action heretofore had or taken with respect to said notes is hereby 

approved, ratified and confirmed. 
 

Section 6. Pursuant to a bond ordinance of the local unit, entitled:  “Bond 
ordinance providing for the improvement of various roads in and by the Township of East 

Amwell, in the County of Hunterdon, New Jersey, appropriating $500,000 therefor and 
authorizing the issuance of $475,000 bonds or notes of the Township for financing such 
appropriation”, finally adopted on May 14, 2015 (#15-07), Bond Anticipation Notes of the local 

unit in a principal amount not exceeding $315,000 shall be issued for the purpose of temporarily 
financing the improvement or purpose described in Section 3 of said bond ordinance, including 
(to any extent necessary) the renewal of any Bond Anticipation Notes heretofore issued therefor, 

and any action heretofore had or taken with respect to said notes is hereby approved, ratified and 
confirmed. 
 

Section 7. Pursuant to the provisions of Section 40A:2-26 of the Local Bond 

Law of New Jersey, particularly paragraph (f) thereof and in lieu of the sale of more than one 
issue of bonds as provided for in said Local Bond Law, the several issues of bonds of this local 
unit authorized pursuant to bond ordinances of the local unit hereinabove in Sections 1 to 6 

described, shall be combined into a single and combined issue of bonds in the principal amount 
of $1,385,000. 
 

Section 8. The following matters in connection with said Bond Anticipation 

Notes are hereby determined: 
 

(a)  All notes issued hereunder shall mature at such times as may be determined 
by the chief financial officer or treasurer of the local unit (the “chief financial officer”), provided 
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that no note shall mature later than (i) one year from the date of the first note issued hereunder 
and (ii) three years from the date of the first note issued pursuant to the bond ordinance referred 

to in Sections 1 to 6 hereof, unless the local unit shall have been paid and retired amounts of such 
notes sufficient to allow it, in accordance with provisions of Section 40A:2-8 of the Local Bond 

Law, to renew a portion thereof beyond the third anniversary date of the first of such notes; 
 

(b)  All notes issued hereunder shall bear interest at such rate or rates as may be 
determined by the chief financial officer of the local unit; and 
 

(c)  The notes shall be in the form prescribed by resolution heretofore adopted by 
the governing body of this local unit determining the form of Bond Anticipation Notes issued 

pursuant to the Local Bond Law, and any such notes may be signed or sealed by officers of the 
local unit in any manner permitted by Section 40A:2-25 of said Local Bond Law notwithstanding 

that said form or resolution may otherwise provide. 
 

Section 9. The chief financial officer of the local unit is hereby authorized 
and directed to determine all matters in connection with said notes not determined by this or a 
subsequent resolution, and the chief financial officer’s signature upon said notes shall be 

conclusive as to such determinations. 
 

Section 10. The chief financial officer of the local unit is hereby authorized to 
sell said Bond Anticipation Notes from time to time at public or private sale in such amounts as 

the chief financial officer may determine at not less than par and to deliver the same from time to 
time to the purchasers thereof upon receipt of payment of the purchase price plus accrued interest 
from their dates to the date of delivery thereof and payment therefor. 
 

Section 11. Any instrument issued pursuant to this resolution shall be a general 

obligation of the local unit, and the local unit’s faith and credit are hereby pledged to the 
punctual payment of the principal of and interest on said obligations and, unless otherwise paid 

or payment provided for, an amount sufficient for such payment shall be inserted in the budget 
and a tax sufficient to provide for the payment thereof shall be levied and collected. 
 

Section 12. The chief financial officer of the local unit is authorized and 
directed to report in writing to the governing body at the meeting next succeeding the date when 

any sale or delivery of notes pursuant to this resolution is made, such report to include the 
amount, description, interest rate and maturity of the notes sold, the price obtained and the name 
of the purchaser. 
 

Section 13. The chief financial officer of the local unit is hereby authorized 

and directed to do all other matters necessary, useful, convenient or desirable to accomplish the 
delivery of said notes to the purchasers thereof as promptly as possible, including (i) the 

preparation, execution and dissemination of a Preliminary Official Statement and Final Official 
Statement with respect to said notes, (ii) preparation, distribution and publication, if necessary, 
of a Notice of Sale with respect to said notes, (iii) execution of a Continuing Disclosure 

Undertaking, with respect to said notes in accordance with Rule 15c2-12 promulgated by the 
Securities and Exchange Commission and (iv) execution of an arbitrage and use of proceeds 

certificate certifying that, among other things, the local unit, to the extent it is empowered and 
allowed under applicable law, will do and perform all acts and things necessary or desirable to 
assure that interest paid on said notes is not included in gross income under Section 103 of the 

Internal Revenue Code of 1986, as amended. 
 

Section 14. This resolution shall take effect immediately. 
 

       By Order of the Township Committee, 

       ____________________________ 

       David Wang-Iverson, Mayor 
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+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Motion by Mr. Van Horn, seconded by Deputy Mayor Sageser, and carried by roll call vote:  Mr. 

Van Horn, yes; Mr. Miller, yes; Mr. Sageser, yes; Mr. Wang-Iverson, yes.   (Mr. Mathews was 

not in the meeting room during this vote but returned thereafter.) 

 

 

SPECIAL DISCUSSIONS 

 

PRESENTATION FROM SABRINA BAARDA, HUNTERDON COUNTY DEPARTMENT 
OF HUMAN SERVICES 

 
Ms. Baarda introduced herself as a new employee of Hunterdon County with “several hats,” 
including Veteran Services Coordinator.    She said she is a resource for veterans, highlighting 

the list of areas she is able to handle, e.g., benefits assistance through the VA; reduction of 
homeless vets in Hunterdon County; emergency housing; transportation; pensions; disability; 

home loans; having VA representatives come for presentations and questions/answers; and 
directing individuals to the correct contacts at VA for claim approval. 
 

Ms. Baarda also handles other human service departments, such as Mr. Fix-It, the  program 
where seniors may have small home repairs made.  They hold small appliance days twice a year 

at the senior center, where residents may bring their appliances for repair.   The County also has 
a safe housing program for larger jobs with the intent of keeping seniors in their homes.     
 

Mayor Wang-Iverson asked about the number of homeless vets in the county; Ms. Baarda said 
that there were about 48, but she felt it should be zero.    She commented on helping veterans in 

any she can, e.g, housing, transportation, long term care services, finding resources, etc. 
 
The Mayor thanked Ms. Baarda for her presentation. 

 
 

AMWELL RIDGE CEMETERY ASSOCIATION – COMPLAINT REGARDING 
KLEINSCHMIDT PROPERTY, BLOCK 17, LOT 1 – 2 OLD YORK ROAD 
 

Mayor Wang-Iverson said that the building is adjacent to the cemetery, and the concern is that if 
it falls down, it will damage the cemetery wall and older grave sites.    The Cemetery Association 

alerted the Township about the problem last year, and the Township was unable to assist because 
of funding.   He thought that the Township might be able to do something with the new budget.   
The first step would be to decide how to deal with the building, i.e., the owner is deceased and 

tax notices to the addressee on the property owner list are returned to sender.    He asked the 
attorney about foreclosure and turning it over to the Cemetery Association or the possibility of 
demolishing the building and leaving the property un-owned. 

 
Mr. Cushing said that the Township could foreclose if they held the tax certificate, and Mayor 

Wang-Iverson said that the Township did.   Mr. Cushing continued by saying that the problem 
was getting proper title and giving notice to those with interest in the property.    He explained 
that this was not uncommon with smaller lots with the owners who are deceased and heirs that 

hold interest.   A search can be either simple or complicated, and he spoke about whether or not 
it was beneficial to foreclose.  Mr. Cushing’s first recommendation was for the office staff to do 

a little “leg work” by looking at township records and using internet search engines.    He 
mentioned the recent ordinance that the Township passed with part of the process involving 
giving notice.     

 
Mr. Cushing recommended doing a title search, which may cost a few hundred dollars and 

providing information to show that the Township acted in a good faith effort to identify 
interested parties.    He believed that the Township could proceed, although not a perfect 
situation, since there was not a lot of value to the property if someone staked claim.    Mr. 

Cushing suggested authorizing up to $500 for a title search.   It was noted that Barbara Salama 
has done some work already. 

 
John Staats, President of the Amwell Ridge Cemetery Association, said that the group would do 
maintenance and mowing of the property once the house is taken care of; he commented on more 
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and more pieces of debris in the cemetery and the potential of damage to the headstones.   He 
mentioned a compromised roof on the house and felt that “one good storm will take it down.” 

 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

     RESOLUTION #37-16 

 

 BE IT RESOLVED by the Township Committee of the Township of East Amwell that 

they hereby authorize the expenditure of up to $500 for a title search of Block 17, Lot 1, 2 Old 
York Road. 

 
      By Order of the Township Committee, 
 

 
      _______________________________ 

      David Wang-Iverson, Mayor 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
Motion by Mr. Van Horn, seconded by Deputy Mayor Sageser, and carried unanimously.  Mr. 

Cushing confirmed that he was authorized to go ahead with the title search if it was less than 
$500. 

 
Mayor Wang-Iverson spoke with John Staats and Barbara Salama about six weeks ago, noting 
that the matter hasn’t been getting better.     He visited the cemetery and saw a memorial to 

Johan Peter Rockefeller commissioned by John Rockefeller in 1906, commenting on possibly 
getting funding from the family to demolish the building.     A letter was sent to Lawrence 

Rockefeller Jr. without reply yet.    Ms. Salama contacted someone in Princeton, and an estimate 
of $25,000 was mentioned for the work.   Some comments were made about the asbestos 
shingles on the property and looking at the state or EPA about the removal of materials.   The 

Mayor also commented on reaching out to Carla Hobbs at the Hunterdon County Health 
Department to see if she knew of somebody in solid waste to remove them. 

 
Mr. Miller asked about contacting the Rockefeller Foundation; the Mayor said that this was 
another possibility if Lawrence Rockefeller Jr. doesn’t respond.    Mayor Wang-Iverson also 

mentioned $12,500 in the budget for demolition (65 John Ringo Road), which might be available 
if Wells Fargo does the demolition.    Mr. Staats suggested contacting John Martin, an excavator 

whose family used to live in East Amwell; Mayor Wang-Iverson said that he would talk with 
him.    
 

The Mayor concluded that he would like to make some progress and possibly use money from 
the unfit building line item for part of the work.  Mr. Cushing agreed to get information about a 

title search and let the governing body know.    
 
 

UPDATE ON SOLAR INSTALLATION, BLOCK 3, LOTS 1 and 2.02 
 

Mayor Wang-Iverson said that he wanted to provide an update on the solar installation, and he 
has talked with neighbors about problems with the approved plan.   He traded emails with 
Engineer Tom Decker, and all work is currently in conformance.   Originally, the access road 

was installed in the wrong location, but this has been rectified.   Construction on the panels was 
stopped, and the County Engineer was involved.   The access road was reconstructed in the 

correct location, and panels will be reinstalled.    Mr. Decker will have an inspector on site every 
day for two or three weeks, and as of yesterday, everything is in conformance with the plan.   
Last week, machines were pushing dirt piles, which they are allowed to do.   They have Soil 

Conservation District approvals and they must keep the topsoil on site.   They will regrade at a 
later date.  Inspectors were there on Saturday with work being done on racking and writing.    

There will be an extensive vegetative buffer near Mrs. Rynearson’s property, and Planner Joanna 
Slagle has spoken to her about it.    Engineer Decker also spoke with the neighbor; she has no 
serious objections as long as the developer is following the plan, especially the distance of the 

panels to her house and that the vegetative buffer is sufficient.    There is also a performance 
bond in place.   The completion date was originally the end of April, but because of the access 

road delay, it may be later.  There is a status meeting being planned for next week, and there will 
be a better idea of the projected completion date then.   Mayor Wang-Iverson spoke with 
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Assessor Marianne Busher, and she advises that 20 acres will come off farmland assessment and 
be assessed as an industrial site.     

 
Mr. Mathews asked about remediation on Route 604, with an orange fence on the property line.  

He was told that the original access road was installed in the wrong area and should have been 
located further east toward Route 579; the road was moved and the original location was 
repaired.  Mr. Mathews questioned the location of the access road, stating that it was not at this 

location on the approved plans. 
 

Mr. Mathews asked that the meeting be open to the public for comment. 
 
Carole McGee, 11 Rosemont-Ringoes Road, said that the current driveway (access road) was not 

on the plans on file in the Planning Board – it was to be placed further east by the tree line.  She 
said that the road is directly across from her house and it affects her home value.     She also 

mentioned that part of the plan was for the new driveway to be used by a farmer to farm the area, 
but the area is all brown without vegetation.  Mrs. McGee said that they have to live with 18 
wheelers at 11 p.m. and people accessing the property in the middle of the night, and she is very 

concerned.    She was told that the contractors couldn’t work until 7 a.m, but this past Tuesday, 
there was a fuel truck on the site at 5:45 a.m. and there were port-a-johns delivered at 6:30 a.m. 

on a flatbed truck.    Mayor Wang-Iverson said that he spoke with Mr. Decker about this. 
 
Mrs. McGee continued, saying that she lives there and works from home, and “it is a circus.”   

She mentioned someone parking in her driveway, telling her that he worked with the County, 
and then recanting and being asked to get off her property.   She again mentioned that the access 

road was not supposed to be across from her house, and it was not part of the approved plans. 
 
Mrs. McGee also asked what the Township was going to do for her since the development will 

significantly decrease her property value. 
 

Deputy Mayor Sageser mentioned being on the Planning Board when the development was 
reviewed; he believed that many issues were addressed, including access on the county road and 
the access for fire emergencies being different from the construction access.     

 
Mrs. McGee brought up another concern from Mrs. Rynearson’s son, i.e., having no berms but 

planting 8-10 foot trees and 12 feet trees near the invertors – she asked if this has changed.   
Mayor Wang-Iverson said no, although the county access road may have changed.   Deputy 
Mayor Sageser reminded her that before the performance bond is released, the landscaping must 

be correct.     
 

Mrs. McGee again voiced her concern about her home value and consideration of the 
homeowners.   She said that the existing access road is a two lane width.    Deputy Mayor 
Sageser said that they would speak with Mr. Decker about this, adding it may be made smaller 

and only for fire access and limited maintenance.    
 

Mrs. McGee also saw a truckload of soil leaving the property; Mayor Wang-Iverson asked that 
Mrs. McGee send him an email with details.     
 

Ilona English, 9 Runyon Mill, asked how many of the governing body members had solar units 
installed.   She said that the Township “was crazy to allow this,” adding that the Township 

worked hard to preserve agricultural areas.  She believed that the schools should have the 
systems installed on roofs, and the municipal building could have had solar with 90% subsidy.    
Mrs. English said that she has a system on her property, and there have been some problems, 

including the need to replace invertors.   She asked the governing body to understand that this 
was an industrial application, and the property looks like an industrial site; she asked who even 

gets the electric product.    She again questioned why the school didn’t have it on their roof, and 
she felt that the development was “a lose-lose” situation with property value decreases and 
people going in and out of the site.       

 
Mayor Wang-Iverson said that solar was a state mandate, with the state saying that these types of 

facilities are equally important as hospitals.   There was a push at the state level to utilize this 
type of energy.     He asked Farmland/Open Space Committee Vice Chair Glorianne Robbi, in 
the audience, about changes in farmland preservation regulations at the state.   Mrs. Robbi agreed 
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that new regulations were enacted, and preserved land can no longer be covered by solar.   
Mayor Wang-Iverson said that the development in East Amwell went in under the previous set of 

rules and was still valid under the Permit Extension Act, elaborating on the latter.     
 

Mrs. English asked about a process for residents who lose equity in their homes.   Mayor Wang-
Iverson said that there was a tax appeal process, and he suggested that Mrs. McGee speak with 
Assessor Marianne Busher for information.     

 
Frances Gavigan, 123 Wertsville Road, was at the hearings for this development, and she spoke 

about the berm requirement, layers of trees, “an [angled] visual barrier,”  and accessing the site 
weekly for checks.   She suggested going to the Freeholders about the county accommodations.     
She commented on “lots of solar, lots of rebates,” legislative findings of inherently beneficial 

developments, and adding that other installations in Raritan Township on Everitts Road would be 
more intense.  She also mentioned tax appeal deadlines coming soon and suggested speaking 

with the Tax Assessor about this.  She commented on crafting an ordinance for large scale 
events.    
 

Motion by Deputy Mayor Sageser, seconded by Mr. Miller, and carried unanimously to close to 
the public. 

 
 
COAH (AFFORDABLE HOUSING) UPDATE 

 
Attorney Cushing provided an in-depth update on COAH, with the following highlights:    there 

are on-going battles between experts, including Econsult and Fair Share Housing (using the 
Kinsey report).   Good news for East Amwell is that the latest report for the gap period from 
1999-2015 showed an Econsult number of 9 and prospective need at zero. He explained that 

there are two different sets of numbers, those from 1999-2015 and from 2016 – 2025.   Upon 
discussion with the Planner, Joanna Slagle, the total number could be reduced to 166 for the 

municipality.    He further explained that housing prices are going up, leaving less houses 
available for moderate or low income, and it is harder for the poor or moderate income 
population to afford in areas such as Bergen, Somerset and in the east.   In Hunterdon County, 

the value of housing is going down, so that more lower and moderate income housing is 
available, which causes reports to reflect lower numbers for Hunterdon County. 

 
Mr. Cushing spoke about “enormous layers of litigation,” adding that the first round of 
consortium funding was from 260 municipalities, and they are fighting Fair Share Housing over 

the ability to have access to the first report by the original expert, Dr. Burchell.    Fair Share 
Housing has tried to obtain it through discovery and then through OPRA, with an effort by Fair 

Share Housing to declare the municipal group as a public entity subject to OPRA.   He 
commented on Fair Share Housing having more assets than the consortium with funding from 
the Builders’ Association.     

 
Mr. Cushing said that the Vicinage 13 group, consisting of Warren, Hunterdon, and Somerset 

Counties are coordinating efforts to allocate various work going on.   Expert depositions may be 
held in June or later.     
 

Mr. Cushing continued by saying that there will be a request for more funding from the 
municipalities in the amount of $3,500 with $1,500 for the Vicinage 13 group for depositions 

and trial preparation for about 55-60 municipalities in that group.  The additional $2,000 will be 
for the consortium group who has seen a lot of unanticipated expenses, e.g., $100,000 to dispute 
the OPRA request.   Additionally, Fair Share Housing hired Dr. McCue as an expert on filtering, 

to which the consortium had to respond; the court also ordered the municipalities’ expert to 
recalculate the gap period.  Mr. Cushing commented on the numbers from Econsult being 

“doable,” believing that the number would be between 9 and 166 with a zero rehabilitation need.     
 
Mr. Cushing felt that there may be a trial in the fall or later on the numbers for the vicinage level 

and statewide and other countywide numbers.   He believed that there would be different 
decisions on various levels, and they will ultimately be appealed.    He added that once the 

numbers are determined, the municipality would apply the number and respond with a plan. 
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Mr. Mathews asked about an accounting for the spending, which Mr. Cushing felt was a 
legitimate request.   Mr. Mathews asked what would have occurred if the Township didn’t agree 

to “pony up” with Econsult in the first place.   Mr. Cushing commented about the numbers being 
decided whether the Township participated or not, and Mayor Wang-Iverson said that if we 

didn’t participate, we would be unable to use Econsult as an expert witness if the Township got 
into an individual battle.   Mr. Cushing said that at the vicinage level, Judge Miller has indicated 
that municipalities that have not participated (in the consortium) may not rely on the discovery 

being done and not allowed to rely on the reports.    Mr. Cushing agreed to get information on 
the accounting for the funds.  

 
Mr. Cushing was not looking for a resolution tonight, but he would like a consensus about 
participating.   There are agreements being circulated, and after the agreement is finalized and 

reviewed, it can be decided at a future meeting.     
 

Mr. Mathews was not opposed, but again stated that he would like to know the purpose of the 
$3,500, mentioning 250 municipalities involved “with a growing fund and appetite.”  Mr. 
Cushing said accounting information was public information, and he would get it for the 

governing body.    He mentioned funds going to Econsult for the report ($80,000), and other 
expenses.    Mr. Miller also commented on the fact if one did not “buy in,” then the municipality 

would have to build their own defense.   
 
Mr. Cushing agreed to get an accounting of funds, again asking for a consensus about 

participation as a matter of “good governance.”    Motion by Mr. Van Horn, seconded by Deputy 
Mayor Sageser, and carried unanimously to provide a consensus to go forward, pending actual 

language of the agreement and an accounting of funds.     Ms. Pasqua said that the funds would 
come out of the legal fees line item. 
 

 
STANDING COMMITTEE REPORTS 

 

ENVIRONMENTAL COMMISSION – Chair Doug Schleifer was present at this time. 
 

Mr. Schleifer explained that the Environmental Commission set their annual goals and priorites, 
and highlighted the following:   they will participate at the 4H Fair as part of a community 

service; Greenfest was cancelled this year since it was done in conjunction with the Farmland 
Open Space Preservation Committee, who was focused on replacing their Administrator; the 
Commission is working with Steve Souza (Princeton Hydro) on a Clawson Park project with a 

plan to have more milkweed plants at Clawson Park and other parks; Sharon Hearst, a teacher at 
East Amwell Township School who heads the Environmental Club, will do a project on the 

school site and may also work at Clawson Park;  Steve Souza has also asked for assistance in 
removing multi-floral rose and other invasive plants at the park; all hours worked on the park 
will be documented as in-kind hours for the DEP grant although they are not needed; the rain 

garden at Clawson Park will be reinvigorated with sustainable practices and ideas from Toni 
Robbi; there has been outreach to the School to create monarch and milkweed stations; they have 

been in contact with D & R Greenways regarding milkweed at the Cider Mill Preserve, and they 
are looking at modifications of the management plan to incorporate it; Blaine Hummel will once 
again be leading the Roadside Clean Up Program this weekend. 

 
Mr. Schleifer said that the Environmental Commission has been working on the site review 

inspections.   He also wrote an article in the Spring Newsletter regarding easements, which the 
Commission review.   ANJEC recently sent a packet with information on developing inspection 
protocols, which will help with the inspection program and help educate the landowners.    A 

lengthy discussion took place on the easements and inspections, with the following highlights:  if 
an encroachment on a conservation easement is discovered, the Commission will report it to the 

municipality for action; there has only been one full inspection by the Commission although 
there have been some drive-bys;  Deputy Mayor Sageser said that some owners are not aware of 
these easements and restrictions and may build sheds on them or drop grass clippings, etc.  – if 

something disturbs a drainage easement, it may cause flooding; Mr. Schleifer said that some 
residents are not aware of the easements on their properties. 

 
Mr. Miller continued by asking about the enforcement mechanism by the Township; Mr. 
Cushing recommended approaching the homeowner first to explain the issue before enforcement.   
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Mr. Schleifer spoke about the possibility of the easement being a Township one, in which case 
the Township would want the landowner to “do the right thing,” adding that the Environmental 

Commission has no protocol in place to enforce.    He suggested giving the homeowner a 
reasonable amount of time to remediate, such as a year’s time, and they will look at the ANJEC 

packet for guidance.    If the owner refuses to remediate, the matter will be turned over to the 
Township Committee.    Mr. Cushing commented on the Environmental Commission fulfilling 
their role and having the Township Committee look at the violation but he was not sure what the 

Zoning Officer will think the penalty should be.    Deputy Mayor Sageser spoke about drainage 
easements and DEP involvement with their easements, adding that the property owner is 

responsible for that portion of the easement on their property.     
 
Mr. Mathews asked about the number of easements, and he was told hundreds, but the 

Environmental Commission was only interested in conservation easements.    Mr. Miller agreed 
that it makes sense to identify and inspect easements and he appreciated the Environmental 

Commission’s efforts.    He was in favor of helping the property owners understand the need for 
the easements and relying on dialogue rather than enforcement; Mr. Cushing concurred.     
Deputy Mayor Sageser will keep the Township Committee up to date on this matter since he also 

serves on the Environmental Commission.  
 

Mr. Mathews asked about ROSI (Recreation and Open Space Inventory) list easements.   Mr. 
Schleifer was familiar with these since he works for the state.    He explained that if Green Acres 
has an interest in the property, they have a secondary right of enforcement and may proceed with 

litigation.    Mr. Mathews asked if the easement was adjacent to a property that was on the ROSI 
list, what would happen.  Mr. Schleifer said if the easement was for stream protection and 

properties were subdivided and “chopped,” the easement is over no matter how many properties 
are now subdivided.    He added that the law is from the Conservation and Historic Act of 1973, 
and he will provide copies to the governing body.     

 
Mr. Schleifer said that member Toni Robbi and the Environmental Commission are actively 

working with the NJ DEP on the trail cut on Rambling Pines.   There have been lots of emails 
exchanged, the original memo of agreement from several years ago was found, and it will be sent 
along for approval by the NJ DEP in the next month or so.   

 
The Environmental Commission forwarded a letter of support to New Jersey Conservation 

Foundation for the acquisition of the Higgins property.     The Commission also submitted an 
ANJEC grant for a parking area at Cider Mill Preserve, but they haven’t heard back yet about an 
award.   A property neighbor objected to the visual impact of the parking lot, but the 

Commission is working with the resident.      
 

The Township Committee thanked Mr. Schleifer for his report this evening. 
 
 

FARMLAND OPEN SPACE PRESERVATION COMMITTEE   Chair Glorianne Robbi was 
present at this time. 

 
Mrs. Robbi said that the prime item under consideration is the acquisition of the Higgins 
property, which is moving along very nicely.    It is a partnership with New Jersey Conservation 

Foundation (NJCF) and Raritan Headwaters Association (RHA), and it is phase one of a three 
phase acquisition.  The first phase is 152 acres with Mr. Higgins owning 420 acres in East 

Amwell.    The phases are for funding purposes at the request of Mr. Higgins.    At this point, the 
estimated acquisition cost is $17,000 per acre for phase one.   Two appraisals have been done, 
and it was unclear about the results of the second appraisal.  Once they have been reviewed by 

the state, a certified market value will be determined, and it will help with different funding 
figures.    East Amwell will be using $300,000 of its Green Acre grant with the hope of getting 

future funding from them.    Green Acres also awarded a grant to NJCF and to RHA; East 
Amwell will contribute their $300,000, NJCF will contribute $100,000 of their funds, and RHA 
will also contribute $100,000 of their funds; Green Acres will match 50%.   They also went to 

the County for their non-profit grant in 2015 and each received $425,000.   East Amwell went in 
January to Hunterdon County with a request for $442,000, which was granted.   Additionally, a 

private foundation has pledged $1,000,000 for the 420 acres, giving a third ($333,000) for the 
first phase.    NJCF will also hold a capital campaign for $250,000 and with private fund-raising 



EAST AMWELL TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE         APRIL 14, 2016            PAGE 11 

 

of $200,000, they should meet the amount needed if the certified market value is determined to 
be $17,000 per acre.    The County will not contribute until this value is determined.     

 
Mrs. Robbi said that the County has been very supportive, and this is a phenomenal acquisition 

in the Sourlands on North Hill Road and in the Valley Zone too.   Somerset County has already 
purchased from Mr. Higgins, and when the purchase is finally concluded, there will be a 1,000 
acre acquisition in all.   Protecting the water supply and tree canopy is paramount.    Mrs. Robbi 

commended former Farmland Open Space Preservation Committee Administrator Pam Thier for 
bringing her expertise to the township with her work at Green Acres.   Ms. Thier was also able to 

update the ROSI list to be in compliance with Green Acres’ standards.      
 
At the May 12 Township Committee meeting, there will be a cooperative purchase agreement 

with NJCF and RHA, based on certified market value figures, which will need to be approved by 
the governing body. 

 
Mrs. Robbi spoke about interviewing for a replacement for Ms. Thier, adding that Ms. Thier had 
a nice offer from Green Acres to return to their department in a different capacity.       

 
Deputy Mayor Sageser asked about the additional two phases for purchase.  Mrs. Robbi said that 

the owner is determining the time line.    On a separate question about how long it took for 
acquisition in Somerset, Mrs. Robbi said that they were very active in the quest, with Somerset 
County owning the property and NJCF managing.   The East Amwell Township portion will be 

owned and managed by NJCF, commenting favorably on their ability to operate “top class,” with 
public open space, trails, passive recreation, and public involvement. 

 
Mrs. Robbi mentioned a very good article from ANJEC that is on the Township’s website 
regarding Open Space as a Good Investment.     She mentioned it as good information from a 

fiscal aspect. 
 

The Committee thanked Mrs. Robbi for the report. 
 
 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

 

March 10, 2016 Minutes were approved on a motion by Mr. Van Horn, seconded by Deputy 
Mayor Sageser, and carried unanimously. 
 

 
OPEN TO THE PUBLIC (Comments pertaining to topics not on tonight’s agenda – limited to a 

total of 15 minutes) 
 
Ilona English, 9 Runyon Mill Road, was contacted by West Amwell Township regarding some 

permits from 8 years ago that were not closed, needing a final inspection and certificate of 
occupancy.  She felt that records were maintained “perfectly when Stew [Doddy] was here,” 

adding that the Township considered going with the State for inspections, then decided on going 
with Raritan Township “which was a nighmare.”   She spoke negatively about the Raritan 
Township office, and noted that construction has now shifted to West Amwell.  She felt that the 

staff there “was very nice,” but she was concerned about the possibility of missing documents, 
asking where they might be.    She said that she was told that Raritan Township never issued 

COs unless requested.  She said that residents paid a lot of money for permits and now new 
inspections are being requested for these older permits.  She hoped that records are being stored 
in a safe place.   The Clerk explained that when Raritan Township took over for East Amwell 

Construction, they took all open permits to their location.   When West Amwell Township took 
over for Raritan Township, Raritan Officials brought permits back to East Amwell to deliver to 

West Amwell.  They did this in intervals over a period of time.    West Amwell has been trying 
to clear up any open permits, and once they are finished with the paperwork, it is sent back to 
East Amwell to maintain in the construction files.        

 
Mr. Van Horn mentioned this was a clear indication why East Amwell wanted to work with 

West Amwell Township, stating that the governing body was very pleased with their work.    
Deputy Mayor Sageser mentioned working with West Amwell on some permits for his property 
and speaking favorably about the process. 



EAST AMWELL TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE         APRIL 14, 2016            PAGE 12 

 

 
Frances Gavigan, 123 Wertsville Road, asked for clarification on why the East Amwell 

Township chip seal program could not be covered out of the capital budget.   She was told that 
the auditor has advised that it cannot since it does not qualify for a five-year duration.     Ms. 

Gavigan said that other municipalities do pass capital ordinances for their chip seal program.    
Mr. Van Horn commented on this item being on the agenda and should be discussed later in the 
meeting.    Mayor Wang-Iverson explained that the chip-seal program couldn’t be a capital item 

because of the limited life expectancy of the material.    
 

Carole McGee, 11 Rosemont-Ringoes Road, reminded the governing body about an automobile 
accident she had involving a rescue squad member, which she discussed with the Township 
Committee at their November 11, 2014, meeting. She mentioned legislation about local 

government certification for squad members.   Mayor Wang-Iverson explained that the 
Township had no oversight over the squad because it is a private entity not associated with 

municipal government.   Mrs. McGee said that she has now seen this motorist driving an 
ambulance, asking if the Township Committee had any oversight for this.    Mr. Mathews 
suggested that the Township might since the squad is funded by the municipality.   Deputy 

Mayor Sageser said that the Township has no authority to hire or license although the Township 
Administrator does sign off on blue light license applications.   Mrs. McGee was told that the 

Township attorney advised (at the time of the complaint about the automobile accident) that it 
was an insurance company matter, not a Township matter.     Mr. Mathews countered that 
because the Township financed the squad, someone might be able to submit a claim against the 

Township.  Mr. Cushing said that the municipality does not have an obligation to provide first 
aid services since they are independent entities.  The municipality might have some exposure for 

a volunteer fire company, and they are treated differently because a fire company is a public 
obligation.    Mayor Wang-Iverson said that we would follow up with the individual.     
 

Motion by Deputy Mayor Sageser, seconded by Mr. Van Horn, and it was carried unanimously 
to close to the public. 

 
 
CONSENT AGENDA ITEMS 

 

TWO RAFFLE APPLICATIONS – SAFE IN HUNTERDON – EVENT TO BE HELD AT THE 

RIDGE AT BACK BROOK ON APRIL 28, 2016.     
 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

     RESOLUTION #38-16 

 

 BE IT RESOLVED by the Township Committee of the Township of East Amwell that 
they hereby support the fund-raising efforts of SAFE in Hunterdon, 47 East Main Street, 
Flemington, NJ 08822; and  

 
 WHEREAS, the organization has made application to hold an on premise draw 50-50 and 

an on premise raffle for prizes on April 28, 2016, at The Ridge at Back Brook, 211 Wertsville 
Road, Ringoes, NJ 08551;  
 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Township Committee of the Township 
of East Amwell, that raffle license numbers RL#16-01 & RL#16-02 be approved and processed. 

 
      By Order of the Township Committee, 
 

 
      ______________________________ 

      David Wang-Iverson, Mayor 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
 

ABC SOCIAL AFFAIRS PERMIT – DOUGHMAIN EDUCATION FOUNDATION FOR AN 
EVENT TO BE HELD AT THE RIDGE AT BACK BROOK ON MAY 23, 2016 
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     RESOLUTION #39-16 

 

 BE IT RESOLVED by the Township Committee of the Township of East Amwell, 
County of Hunterdon, State of New Jersey, that they have no objection to a Social Affairs Permit 

being granted to DoughMain Education Foundation, 189 Wall Street, Suite B, Princeton, NJ 
08540,  from the New Jersey Division of Alcoholic Beverage Control for an event to be held on 
Monday, May 23, 2016 at The Ridge at Back Brook.     

 
       By Order of the Township Committee, 

 
 
       __________________________ 

       David Wang-Iverson, Mayor 
 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
2016 RECYCLING TONNAGE GRANT RESOLUTIONS 
 

     RESOLUTION #40-16 

WHEREAS, the Recycling Enhancement Act, P.L.2007, chapter 311, has established a recycling 
fund from which tonnage grants may be made to municipalities in order to encourage local source 

separation and recycling programs; and 

WHEREAS, there is levied upon the owner or operator of every solid waste facility (with certain 

exceptions) a recycling tax of $3.00 per ton on all solid waste accepted for disposal or transfer at the 
solid waste facility. 

WHEREAS, whenever a municipality operates a municipal service system for solid waste 
collection, or provides for regular solid waste collection service under a contract awarded pursuant to 
the "Local Public Contracts Law," the amount of grant monies received by the municipality shall not be 
less than the annual amount of recycling tax paid by the municipality except that all grant monies 

received by the municipality shall be expended only for its recycling program. 

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the Township of East Amwell, that East Amwell 

Township hereby certifies a submission of expenditure for taxes paid pursuant to P.L.2007, Chapter 
311, in 2015 in the amount of  $94.35.  Documentation supporting this submission is available at 1070 

Route 202/31, Ringoes, NJ 08551, and shall be maintained for no less than five years from this date. 

By Order of the Township Committee, 

 

__________________________ 
David Wang-Iverson,  Mayor 

 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

     RESOLUTION #41-16 

WHEREAS, the Mandatory Source Separation and Recycling Act, P.L. 1987, C.102, has 
established a recycling fund from which tonnage grants may be made to municipalities in order to 
encourage local source separation and recycling programs; and 

WHEREAS, it is the intent and the spirit of the Mandatory Source Separation and Recycling Act 
to use the tonnage grants to develop new municipal recycling programs and to continue and to expand 
existing programs; and 

WHEREAS, the New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection has promulgated 
recycling regulations to implement the Mandatory Source Separation and Recycling Act; and 

WHEREAS, the recycling regulations impose on municipalities certain requirements as a 
condition for applying for tonnage grants, including but not limited to, making and keeping accurate, 
verifiable records of materials collected and claimed by the municipality; and 

WHEREAS, a resolution authorizing this municipality to apply for such tonnage grants for the 
calendar year 2015 will memorialize the commitment of this municipality to recycling and to indicate 
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the assent of the Township Committee of East Amwell Township to the efforts undertaken by the 
municipality and the requirements contained in the Recycling Act and recycling regulations; and 

WHEREAS, such a resolution should designate the individual authorized to ensure the 
application is properly completed and timely filed. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Township Committee of the Township of East 
Amwell that East Amwell Township hereby endorses the submission of the recycling tonnage grant 
application to the New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection and designates Maria 
Prendamano to ensure that the application is properly filed; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the monies received from the recycling tonnage grant be 
deposited in a dedicated recycling trust fund to be used solely for the purposes of recycling. 

 

By Order of the Township Committee, 

 

__________________________ 
David Wang-Iverson, Mayor 
  

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

APPOINTMENT OF CERTIFIED RECYCLING COORDINATOR 

 

     RESOLUTION #42-16 

 

BE IT RESOLVED by the Township Committee of the Township of East Amwell that 
they hereby appoint Rick Smith as the Certified Recycling Coordinator, at a fee of $250.00, to 

assist with the submission of the N.J. recycling grant application for 2016. 
 
      By Order of the Township Committee, 

 
       

      ____________________________ 
      David Wang-Iverson, Mayor 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Motion by Deputy Mayor Sageser, seconded by Mr. Mathews, and carried.    Mr. Miller had 
stepped out of the meeting for a few minutes during this vote, returning immediately thereafter. 

 
 
PUBLIC HEARINGS/INTRODUCTION OF ORDINANCES 

 

ORDINANCE #16-02     AN ORDINANCE REGULATING THE STATUTORY AUTHORITY 

OF VERIZON NEW JERSEY INC., ITS SUCCESSORS AND ASSIGNS TO USE THE 
VARIOUS PUBLIC STREETS, ROADS, AVENUES, HIGHWAYS AND OTHER PUBLIC 
WAYS IN THE TOWNSHIP OF EAST AMWELL, HUNTERDON COUNTY, NEW JERSEY, 

FOR ITS LOCAL AND THROUGH LINES AND OTHER COMMUNICATIONS 
FACILITIES AND PRESCRIBING THE CONDITIONS THEREOF 

 
The ordinance has been posted and available to the public since introduction on March 10, 2016.  
The legal notice from the March 17, 2016, issue of the Hunterdon County Democrat was 

presented by the Clerk.    
 

Jennifer P. Young, Verizon’s Southern NJ External Affairs Director, was present during this 
public hearing.    
 

The meeting was open to the public for comment.    
 

Andrea Bonette, 17 Ridge Road, commented on attending a previous meeting when the 
representative from Verizon said that FiOS tv was never coming to East Amwell.   She wanted to 
report that FiOS TV is indeed in East Amwell Township, commenting on people soliciting in the 

Township.    The flyer indicated that the price for the packet would be $69.95, but the sales 
people offered the packet for $140, which she negotiated down to $132/month.    However, when 

she received her bill, it was for $182, and she is working on resolving this issue.   She concluded 
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that if you deal with Verizon, get everything in writing, but she agreed that service is wonderful 
and she is very happy with Verizon. 

 
Deputy Mayor Sageser commented on attending the same meeting but he was also able to get 

FiOS TV, that the cables are running in the Verizon area (run about 6-8 years ago), and it may 
have been a matter of turning on the FiOS.   It was speculated that the connection was through 
Hopewell.     

 
Mr. Mathews also commented about the solicitors coming door-to-door through the Township.   

The people did have ID’s, but he felt that there were aggressive.  Police were called to 
investigate.    The team may have originated in Maryland. 
 

Ms. Young identified herself, stating that Mark Bocchierra could not attend tonight because of 
the work stoppage at Verizon.   She agreed that the team soliciting for Verizon may be an outside 

group and their intent is to move quickly through a territory.    Mr. Mathews spoke about the 
solicitor’s attitude on signing up immediately without time for review, which was aggressive to 
him.    Ms. Young replied to Mrs. Bonette’s comment about price, adding that the extra expense 

may be for taxes and pass through fees.     Deputy Mayor Sageser also noted that the solicitors 
were unfamiliar with the lineup for this area.     Ms. Young commented on blended marketing 

areas.     
 
The Clerk pointed out the new language in the ordinance included by the attorney to address the 

maintenance of poles, i.e., “including all poles, in good and working conditions.”   Mr. Mathews 
reminded the Township Committee how important coordinating activities between utilities 

would be.     
 
Motion by Mr. Van Horn, seconded by Deputy Mayor Sageser, and carried unanimously to close 

to the public. 
 

Motion by Mr. Van Horn and seconded by Deputy Mayor Sageser to adopt Ordinance 16-02 
with the amended language provided by the attorney.   Mr. Mathews asked about waiting to 
make more adjustments to the language to address coordination.    Deputy Mayor Sageser 

commented about the limited influence a municipality could render since the utility is governed 
by state statute. 

 
A roll call vote was taken:  Mr. Van Horn, yes; Mr. Miller, yes; Mr. Sageser, yes; Mr. Mathews, 
no; Mr. Wang-Iverson, yes. 

 
 

ORDINANCE 16-03   2016 SALARY AND WAGE ORDINANCE 
 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

East Amwell Township 

 

ORDINANCE #16-03 
The 2016 Salary & Wage Schedule  

 

   
BE IT ORDAINED by the Township of East Amwell, County of Hunterdon, State of New Jersey, 

as follows:  

   
SECTION ONE: The following shall be the rate and ranges of compensation for the officials 
and employees of the Township for the year 2016.   

   
SALARIED:   
   

Mayor  $0-$3473 
Township Committee Members  $0-3015 

Township Administrator  $63,142-$64,405 
Tax Assessor  $27,194-$36,811 
Tax Collector  $31,033-$59,148 

Treasurer/CFO  $14,790-$81,600 
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Municipal Clerk  $44,015-$60,453 
Payroll Clerk  $1,999-$3,970 

Zoning Officer  $12,852-$14,065 
Magistrate-East Amwell 1/2 Share   $9,424-$18,665 

Court Administrative Officer 1/2 share  $20,371-$38,325 
Director of Public Assistance  $2,252-$3,836 
Public Defender  $1,078-$2,802 

Prosecutor  $12,023-$21,460 
DPW Superintendent  $74,460-$81,827   

COAH Municipal Housing Liaison  $4,676-$9,790 
     
HOURLY:   

   
Alternate Zoning Officer  $35.00/hour 

DPW Supervisor  $23.79-$31.74 
DPW Employee  $19.70-$29.19 
Extra DPW Employee, temporary as necessary  $9.20-$22.85 

Grounds Maintenance  $9.20-$20.00 
Deputy Clerk/Assistant Tax Collector  $17.42-$25.08 

Board of Health Secretary  $17.13-$29.19 
Assistant Treasurer  $17.13-$29.19 
Recycling Coordinator  $10.79-$22.53 

Planning Board Administrative Officer  $17.14-$29.19 
Board of Adjustment Administrative Officer  $17.13-$29.19 

Zoning Secretary  $10.79-$22.53 
Deputy Court Administrator-East Amwell 1/2 Share  $7.50-$12.50 
Environmental Commission Secretary  $10.79-$22.53 

COAH Housing Inspector  $35.00  
Farmland/Open Space Administrator  $17.77-$25.08 

Farmland/Open Space Recording Secretary  $10.79-$22.53 
Recreation Committee Secretary  $10.79-$22.53 
Rabies Clinic-Secretarial  $20.00/hour 

Secretarial Services  $10.79-$22.53 
Agricultural Advisory Secretary  $10.79-$22.53 

Historic Preservation Secretary  $10.79-$22.53 
Violations Clerk  $7.65-$9.69 

   

     
OTHER:   

     
Summer Playground Director (per week)  $194.55-$278.83 
Summer Playground Supervising Director  $241.74-$324.36 

Dog Census Takers  $450.00 plus $500.00 for mileage 
  per district 

   
SECTION TWO: This ordinance shall become effective upon publication, according to law, 
and be retroactive back to January 1, 2016, or the date of salary rate change for those 

employees who may have had a rate change earlier in 2016. 
     

 By Order of the Township Committee, 
 
  

 ____________________________ 
 David Wang-Iverson, Mayor 

 
 
Attest:   ______________________________ 

              Teresa R. Stahl, RMC/CMC 
              Municipal Clerk 

 
Introduced:   April 14, 2016 
Adopted:   
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++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
Motion by Mr. Van Horn, seconded by Deputy Mayor Sageser, and carried with two no votes, Mr. 

Mathews and Mr. Miller, to introduce Ordinance 16-03.      
 

The ordinance will be published in the April 21, 2016, issue of the Hunterdon County Democrat, and 
the public hearing will be held on May 12, 2016, at 7:30 p.m. at the next regular Township Committee 
meeting.    

 
Mr. Cushing left the meeting at 9:50 p.m. 

 
 

SPECIAL COMMITTEE REPORTS – None 

 
 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

 

TOWNSHIP ADMINISTRATOR’S UPDATE 

 
 1)  Farmland/Open Space Administrator Search:  Mr. Matheny said that the position is 

still being advertised, including on the League of Municipalities’ website.   There have been a 
couple of applications received and there will be an interview next week.  He hoped to have 
something to report for next month’s meeting.     

 
 2)  Summer Playground:  Mr. Matheny prepared a memo for the governing body with his 

recommendations for the positions.   He recommended Kathy Veith as Supervising Director, 
adding that she has done a great job in this capacity for 3-4 years.    She has a crew working with 
her, who would like to continue, including Alice Scott, Erin Shambaugh, Laurie Hornsby, and 

Loretta Truppelli.   There was one additional applicant, but she did not have the specific 
experience working for the Township and did not have clearance from East Amwell School, 

which would be required.    Mr. Matheny was recommending that the salary stay the same as last  
year’s without increase, i.e., $296.53 for the Supervising Director and $245.53 a week for each 
of the Directors. 

 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

     RESOLUTION #43-16 

 

 BE IT RESOLVED by the Township Committee of the Township of East Amwell that 

the following appointments be made for the 2016 Summer Playground and that the Salary and 
Wage Resolution include the following amounts for the 2016 salary, with no increase from the 

2015 salary for the four week program: 
 
 Summer Playground Supervising Director Kathy Veith  $296.53/week 

 Summer Playground Director Alice Scott   $245.53/week 
 Summer Playground Director Erin Shambaugh  $245.53/week 

 Summer Playground Director Laurie Hornsby  $245.53/week 
 Summer Playground Director Loretta Truppelli  $245.53/week 
 

      By Order of the Township Committee, 
 

 
 
      _____________________________ 

      David Wang-Iverson, Mayor 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Motion by Deputy Mayor Sageser, seconded by Mr. Mathews, and carried unanimously. 
 
 3)  Tax Collector Shared Service with West Amwell Township:  Mr. Matheny explained 

that the shared service agreement was discussed by the Mayors in East Amwell and West 
Amwell.   The East Amwell Tax Collector was resigning from West Amwell, which left a 

vacancy there.    The details of the shared service agreement were discussed with the East 
Amwell Tax Collector, which will be similar to the same arrangement as is done now, i.e., she 
will serve West Amwell on off hours from East Amwell; West Amwell will pay the cost to serve 
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as their Tax Collector; West Amwell will pay the increased cost for her employee share of 
medical benefits; the Collector is a statutory position and once the salary is increased, it cannot 

be decreased, i.e., if the employee decides she doesn’t want to continue in the shared service, her 
salary cannot be reduced.    

 
Mr. Matheny explained that the contract being proposed states that if West Amwell wishes to get 
out of the contract, they still have to pay through 2021.   He said that the Tax Collector could 

retire at any time, and she might decide to leave before the five years are up.    The salary for the 
Collector will be covered by West Amwell.   In this agreement, the salary that the Tax Collector 

will receive is pensionable.   He added that the Tax Collector has a great collection rate and will 
probably remain here for the next two to three years.     
 

Mr. Matheny also said that the contract was written to have West Amwell give East Amwell 
another hour of traffic enforcement per week, which was a $3,250 per year equivalency.      He 

said that it went through attorney review and a copy was sent to him this afternoon with no 
substantial changes. Mr. Matheny will make sure that the governing body gets a copy of this 
final document.     West Amwell Township looked at the draft, and if East Amwell Township 

approves this tonight, West Amwell Township will meet on April 20 with the intent to have this 
agreement go into effect on May 1. 

 
Mr. Matheny spoke about the language “subject to annual increase,” which was incorporated in 
the agreement.    

 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

     RESOLUTION #44-16 

 

INTERLOCAL SERVICES AGREEMENT 

FOR SERVICES OF A CERTIFIED TAX COLLECTOR BETWEEN 

THE TOWNSHIP OF EAST AMWELL AND THE TOWNSHIP OF WEST AMWELL 

 

 
 THIS AGREEMENT is herewith made this 1st day of May 2016, by and between the 

TOWNSHIP OF EAST AMWELL, a municipal corporation of the State of New Jersey, with its 
municipal office located at 1070 Route 202/31, Ringoes, NJ, (hereinafter "EAST AMWELL") 

and the TOWNSHIP OF WEST AMWELL, a municipal corporation of the State of New Jersey 
with its municipal office located at 150 Rocktown-Lamb Road, Lambertville, New Jersey 08530 
(hereinafter "WEST AMWELL").  

 

WITNESSETH: 

 

 WHEREAS, West Amwell desires to contract with East Amwell for the furnishing of the 
services of Tax Collector as required by NJ.S.A.40A:9-141 et seq. and as hereafter set forth.  

 
 WHEREAS, this Agreement is governed by the Uniform Shared Services and 

Consolidation Act, N.J.S.A.40A:65-1 et seq.  
 
 NOW, THEREFORE in consideration of the mutual promises, covenants and  

representations herein contained, the parties hereto, for themselves, their heirs, successors and  
assigns, hereby agree as follows:  

 
I.  SCOPE OF SERVICES 

1. East Amwell shall provide the services of a licensed qualified Tax Collector to West Amwell 

under the terms and conditions as hereinafter set forth.  
 

2. West Amwell will designate the Tax Collector of East Amwell, Mary Hyland, as the Tax 
Collector of West Amwell (hereinafter “Tax Collector”).  The Tax Collector shall be 
responsible for the proper tax collection administration of West Amwell, shall advise and 

assist West Amwell regarding compliance with statutes governing municipal tax collection 
and shall perform the duties of a Tax Collector as required by applicable New Jersey laws 

and as required by West Amwell.  
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3. The Tax Collector shall remain the sole employee of East Amwell regardless of where her 
work is performed.  East Amwell shall be responsible for the administration and payment of 

the Tax Collector’s salary and benefits, including worker’s compensation benefits, and will 
provide administrative supervision, but shall not be responsible to oversee her statutory Tax 

Collector duties for West Amwell.   
 
4. The parties agree that East Amwell will resolve any citizen inquiries or complaints regarding 

the services provided to East Amwell, and West Amwell will resolve any citizen inquiries or 
complaints regarding the services provided to West Amwell.   

 
5. In the event of vacancy in the position of Tax Collector, East Amwell shall have the 

exclusive authority and obligation to appoint a replacement Tax Collector pursuant to 

applicable New Jersey law.  However, West Amwell will have the right to terminate this 
Agreement upon thirty (30) days’ written notice to East Amwell if it is not satisfied with the 

replacement Tax Collector selected by East Amwell. 
 
6. The Tax Collector shall provide tax collector services to West Amwell during hours outside 

of her regularly scheduled East Amwell business hours.  The Tax Collector will average 
approximately 8 to 10 hours per week at the West Amwell municipal building.  Office hours 

will remain flexible, but will tentatively be Tuesdays from 3:15 pm - 6:00 pm, Thursday 
3:45pm-6:45pm and every first Saturday of the month form 8:00 am-12:00 noon.  Additional 
Monday afternoon hours (3:15 pm - 5:30 pm) may also be worked as needed based on 

workload.  Additional hours may be necessary on a limited basis for tax sales when 
necessary.   

 
7. West Amwell will provide sufficient office space, telephone, computer with internet and 

email access, any special software required of the position of West Amwell Tax Collector 

and office supplies as necessary, for use by the Tax Collector at the West Amwell Township 
Municipal Building. All records produced by Tax Collector regarding the tax administration 

of West Amwell shall be retained solely in the West Amwell Municipal Building and will be 
considered documents owned by and in the custody of West Amwell.  Any OPRA requests 
for West Amwell documents will be the responsibility of West Amwell.  

 
8. The Tax Collector shall not directly or indirectly discuss or disclose the business records of 

East Amwell with West Amwell, its officers, officials, auditor, agents, employees, or any 
third party nor shall the Tax Collector directly or indirectly discuss or disclose the business 
records of West Amwell with East Amwell, its officers, officials, auditor, agents, employees, 

or any third party unless such disclosure is required by and consistent with the Open Public 
Records Act, N.J.S.A.47:1A-l et seq.  

 
II.  TERM AND TERMINATION OF AGREEMENT 

 

9. East Amwell shall provide the services of the Tax Collector to West Amwell during the term 
of this Agreement, which shall commence on the full execution of this Agreement and 

terminate on December 31, 2021 (the “term”).    
 
10. Either party may terminate this Agreement for cause in the event of a material default in the 

performance of services to be rendered pursuant to this Agreement prior to the expiration of 
the term upon thirty (30) days advance written notice to the other party.  Advance written 

notice is not required to terminate the Agreement if the Tax Collector retires, becomes 
disabled or otherwise is rendered incapable of performing the duties required pursuant to this 
Agreement. It is further understood that if this Agreement is terminated by West Amwell 

before the conclusion of the term, West Amwell will continue to pay East Amwell through 
the completion date of this Agreement or until such time that East Amwell is no longer 

obligated to maintain the additional salary provided to their tenured employee as a result of 
this agreement. 

 

III.  PAYMENTFORSERVICES 

 

11. For services rendered in accordance with this Agreement, West Amwell will pay East 
Amwell the sum of Twenty Two Thousand Seven Hundred Fifty Dollars ($22,750.00) for 
calendar year 2016 pro-rated to the start date of this Agreement.  This sum will increase an 
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additional two percent (2%) for each subsequent year of this Agreement.  Said sum shall be 
paid to East Amwell in quarterly installments, each in the amount of Five Thousand Six 

Hundred Eighty Seven Dollars and fifty cents ($5687.50), which shall be due on February 1, 
May 1, August 1, and November 1 of each year of the term of this Agreement.  This fee takes 

into account salary, workers compensation liability insurance costs, and additional pension, 
disability insurance, and FICA costs incurred by East Amwell  to provide these services.   

 

12. Additionally, as compensation for services rendered in accordance with this Agreement, 
West Amwell will provide one (1) additional hour per week of traffic enforcement duties 

already provided to East Amwell through a separate shared service agreement with West 
Amwell.  

 

IV.  AMENDMENT 

 

13. Any amendments to this Agreement must be in writing, must specify the effective date of the 
amendment, and must be executed by the chief administrative official of both municipalities 
or his/her designated representative. 

 
 

V.  INDEMNIFICATION AND DEFENSE OF PERSONNEL 

 

14. If the Tax Collector is named as a party in any lawsuit, claim, demand or other proceeding 

filed as a result of services provided to West Amwell under this Agreement, West Amwell 
will provide the defense for the Tax Collector in the lawsuit, claim, demand or other 

proceeding. In such case, West Amwell agrees to indemnify and hold harmless the Tax 
Collector against and from any and all liability, suits and costs of every name and description 
from all damages awarded against the Tax Collector unless same liability, loss or damage is 

caused by or arises out of conduct of the Tax Collector constituting a crime, actual fraud, 
actual malice or willful misconduct. The provisions of Paragraph 14 shall survive the 

expiration and/or termination of this Agreement.  
 
15. If East Amwell is named as a party to any lawsuit, claim, demand or other proceeding filed 

as a result of services provided by the Tax Collector to West Amwell under this agreement, 
West Amwell shall be responsible to pay all attorneys' fees and costs incurred by East 

Amwell in defending the lawsuit, claim, demand or other proceeding.  If East Amwell is 
named as a party to any lawsuit, claim, demand or other proceeding filed as a result of 
services provided by the Tax Collector to West Amwell under this agreement, then West 

Amwell agrees to indemnify and hold harmless East Amwell and its officers, officials, agents 
and servants, against and from any and all liability, suits, and costs of every name and 

description and from all damages awarded against East Amwell, or its officers, officials, 
agents or employees, unless same liability, loss of damage is caused by or arises out of the 
sole negligence or willful misconduct of East Amwell, or its officers, officials, agents or 

employees. The provisions of Paragraph 15 shall survive the expiration and/or termination of 
this Agreement. 

 
16.  If West Amwell is named as a party to any lawsuit, claim, demand or other proceeding filed 

as a result of services provided by the Tax Collector to East Amwell, then East Amwell shall 

be responsible to pay all attorneys' fees and costs incurred by West Amwell in defending the 
lawsuit, claim, demand or other proceeding. Additionally, if West Amwell is named as a 

party to any lawsuit, claim, demand or other proceeding filed as a result of services provided 
by the Tax Collector to East Amwell, then East Amwell agrees to indemnify and hold 
harmless West Amwell and its officers, officials, agents and servants, against and from any 

and all liability, suits, and costs of every name and description and from all damages awarded 
against West Amwell, or its officers, officials, agents or employees, unless same liability, 

loss of damage is caused by or arises out of the sole negligence or willful misconduct of 
West Amwell, or its officers, officials, agents or employees. The provisions of Paragraph 16 
shall survive the expiration and/or termination of this Agreement.  

 
17. In the event that the Tax Collector files any lawsuit, claim, demand or other proceeding 

stemming from her services provided to East Amwell and West Amwell, East Amwell shall 
handle the defense of such action and West Amwell agrees to pay thirty-five percent (35%) 
of all costs incurred in defending such lawsuit. 
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VI.  MISCELLANEOUS 

 

18. Any questions or disputes regarding proper interpretation of the terms of the Agreement shall 

first be referred to the Administrator of East Amwell and the Clerk of West Amwell for 
resolution.  If no resolution is reached, the question or dispute shall be presented to the 
Mayor of East Amwell and the Mayor of West Amwell who, in consultation with their 

respective Township Committees, shall meet to attempt to resolve the dispute. In the event 
that the Mayors are unable to resolve the dispute, either party may terminate its participation 

in this Agreement as provided herein or file an action in a court of competent jurisdiction 
with venue in Hunterdon County. Each party shall bear its own cost of any litigation.  

 

19. This Agreement is governed by the provisions of the Uniform Shared Services and 
Consolidation Act and applicable New Jersey law. All actions and amendments to this 

Agreement must be authorized in conformance with the Act and any other applicable New 
Jersey laws.  Any dispute under the Agreement or related to this Agreement shall be 
governed by and construed in accordance with the laws of the State of New Jersey. 

 
20. In the event that either party defaults in the performance of any of its obligations under this 

Agreement after receiving written notice of same and failing to cure such default within 
thirty (30) days of said written notice, the non-defaulting party shall be entitled to terminate 
this Agreement at the expiration of the 30-day period as outlined in paragraph 7 contained 

herein. 
 

21. Notices under this Agreement shall be given to the parties by regular and certified mail as set 
forth below: 
To West Amwell: 

Township Clerk 
150 Rocktown-Lamb Road,  

Lambertville, New Jersey 08530 

To East Amwell: 

Township Administrator 
1070 Route 202/31 

Ringoes, NJ 08551 
 
22. If part of this Agreement shall be held to be unenforceable or invalid, the rest of Agreement 

shall nevertheless remain in full force and effect.  
 

23. Failure to insist upon strict compliance with any of the terms, covenants, or conditions of the 
Agreement at any one time shall not be deemed a waiver of such term, covenant, or condition 
at any other time nor shall any waiver or relinquishment of any right or power herein at any 

time be deemed a waiver or relinquishment of the same or any other right or power at any 
other time. 

 

       By Order of the Township Committee, 
 

 
       ____________________________ 

       David Wang-Iverson, Mayor 
 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Motion by Mr. Van Horn, seconded by Deputy Mayor Sageser, and carried unanimously to 
approve the resolution for the shared service with West Amwell Township.    

 
 4) Deputy Court Administrator Position:  Mr. Matheny explained that the budget has 
been adjusted to move from a Violations Clerk position to a Deputy Court Administrator 

position.  As Deputy Court Administrator, this employee has more responsibility, e.g., can issue 
restraining orders, fill in during off hours, etc.  There is a process through the Administrative 

Office of the Courts (AOC), which outlines the application and interview process.    One 
interview must be done by the Court Administrator, the Judge, someone from AOC, the Mayor 
and another Township Official.    There were two applicants for the position, and one of the 

applicants did not have the necessary qualifications.    The interview will take place next week, 
and the intent is to hire at the next meeting. 

 
Mayor Wang-Iverson spoke about succession planning in the court with the possibility of this 
employee filling Cindy Hooven’s role in a few years.    The employee would have the 
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certifications to do it, and he felt that it was good to have someone in house to potentially fill that 
position. 

 
 5)  Drainage Easement for Work at 12 Iron Horse Drive: DPW Superintendent 

Silverthorn has been on site with the engineer and Steve Souza from Princeton Hydro.    There is 
work to be done, and Mr. Silverthorn is trying to do it without involving the engineer.   Engineer 
O’Neal had some ideas, but the Township must obtain an easement on the property.    Mr. 

Matheny said that the intent is to provide a swale and pipe and try to direct it to the retention 
pond.   Mr. Silverthorn is preparing some paperwork for the easement, and the owner is willing 

to sign the necessary paperwork.     
 
Deputy Mayor Sageser mentioned speaking with Mr. Silverthorn about areas behind the houses 

on Iron Horse where there are drainage issues.    Mr. Matheny said that there were no easements 
on these properties, and a drainage pipe going to a ditch would be a way to resolve potential 

issues.     
  
 6) Trailer Inspection:  The Construction Official inspected the trailer at the Township’s 

request.   The DPW removed the deck and fixed the window.   The trailer is “not structurally 
unsound,” but if the Township makes any change in use, it would have to be brought up to code, 

include handicapped accessibility, bathrooms, etc.    Mayor Wang-Iverson asked about storing 
Styrofoam; the state fire marshall was asked this question but there was no direct answer. 
 

 7) Bid Date for Zion Road and Update on Work on Linvale Road:  Mr. Matheny 
explained that the engineer prepared separate bid packages for both roads because he wanted to 

make sure that the State did not see any co-mingling of funds for both projects since only Zion 
Road work was state grant funded.    The Zion Road grant was for $166,000, and the engineer 
believed that this was on top of the $500,000 ordinance, which was prepared for both road 

projects.   The engineer is preparing the bids within the budget constraints.   The Clerk advised 
that the engineer contacted her to say that bids will only be advertised for Zion Road at this time 

with a bid opening in early May. 
 
 8)  65 John Ringo Road – Update on Foundation Demolition:  Wells Fargo has been 

called on a number of occasions, and recently the Construction Office in West Amwell has 
discussed issuing a violation to enact enforcement with a $2,000 a week fine attached.   The bank 

has been sent a quote for work at a cost of $8,500, and Leslie in Construction had a letter of 
intent to complete the work.  Leslie is waiting for a revised letter with a date to begin.  
 

 9) Acceptance of Donations:  Mr. Matheny said that a local company recently donated 
pavers for Clawson Park, and the organizers for Roadside Clean-up asked for a donation letter on 

Township letterhead, which really should not be done.  He reached out to Attorney St. Angelo 
for an opinion.    She indicates that certain donations can be made to the park, and a record of the 
donators and the value of the donation should be kept.   She did not support the letter for 

donations for Roadside Cleanup, and funds for the sandwiches will be taken out of the Clean 
Communities grant funds.    Mr. Matheny felt that the governing body should be cognizant of 

volunteers and their solicitation of donations.  He also cautioned about accepting donations from 
companies such as Sweet Valley and Rutgers being careful not to accept more from one than 
another because there are state regulations. 

 
 

MAYOR’S UPDATE – None 
 
 

CONTINUED DISCUSSION ON PROPOSED LANGUAGE – AMENDMENT TO CHAPTER 
92 OF THE CODE OF EAST AMWELL RE: GOLF COURSES (See Atty./Client Privilege 

Email from Attorney Norman, 3/15/16). 
 
Mayor Wang-Iverson spoke about changing the ordinance to allow a couple of cottages for 

overnight residence and allowing a tennis court and swimming pool.    A question was raised as 
to whether there should be an ordinance amendment or a variance, and he relayed the question to 

Attorney Norman, who provided the attorney/client memo with the recommendation to do an 
ordinance amendment to allow more control over the situation.    Mayor Wang-Iverson asked the 
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Township Committee to provide him with suggestions or changes as soon as possible because he 
would like to introduce the ordinance at the next Township Committee meeting.    

 
Mr. Mathews asked about the term “related facilities.”   Mayor Wang-Iverson described them as 

items such as hot tubs, baby pools, pump houses, changing rooms, etc.     
 
Deputy Mayor Sageser believed that the first ordinance regarding golf courses was too 

restrictive, and the intent is to allow the club other amenities, such as a tennis court, swimming, 
etc.     

 
Mr. Mathews mentioned ancillary uses for tennis, such as changing rooms or showers.   The club 
has these facilities now, and it would only be a tennis court being requested.    

 
Mr. Miller spoke about Planning Board minutes, saying that once the changes are allowed, water 

and septic usage must be in accordance with state and local requirements.     Mayor Wang-
Iverson said that the club would have to apply for permits at the Construction Office and to the 
Board of Health for septic and complete the approval process.   Deputy Mayor Sageser added 

that zoning approval would also be necessary.    Mr. Miller asked about water usage to fill the 
pool and whether the water would have to come from the land.     Mayor Wang-Iverson spoke 

about a water budget in the original ordinance, with the Board of Health monitoring testing Back 
Brook and having other monitoring wells in the vicinity.    Mr. Miller was concerned about how 
much water would be drawn to fill the pool; Mayor Wang-Iverson suggested that they might be 

required to bring in water from an outside source.   Mr. Van Horn added that the requirement 
could be to fill from an outside source and re-fill from existing wells.    The Mayor will speak to 

Attorney Norman about this. 
 
Mr. Mathews mentioned the tax litigation going on.    Mayor  Wang-Iverson said that there 

would be a decision in May about court activity, adding that the Judge always encourages parties 
towards settlements although depending on the number, there may not be a settlement.    Mr. 

Mathews suggested waiting on this ordinance until after the appeal decision.    Mr. Miller agreed, 
saying that it would behoove the Township Committee to wait until after May to avoid an 
appearance of interplay; he would like to see what happens with tax court before moving 

forward.   Deputy Mayor Sageser asked how it would be different if the governing body waited 
until after tax court.   Mayor Wang-Iverson said that Attorney Cushing has previously advised 

that there was no appearance of quid pro quo.   Mr. Van Horn spoke about leverage, and he then 
advised that this discussion should continue in executive session and suggested that discussions 
on this topic cease.     

 
Deputy Mayor Sageser suggested that the Township Committee move along and put this matter 

on the next docket, adding that it was a reasonable request to allow them to be consistent with 
90% of the golf courses in the state.    
 

Mayor Wang-Iverson again asked the governing body members to get any language changes to 
him as soon as possible so that he was able to get final attorney approval from Chris Norman to 

introduce the ordinance next month. 
 
 

CONTINUED DISCUSSION ON PROPOSED REFERENDUM QUESTION FOR 
NOVEMBER BALLOT TO ENACT A ROAD IMPROVEMENT TAX 

 
Mr. Van Horn said that he made some minor changes in the wording regarding reconstruction 
and improvements rather than just road repair and dedicating it to street and road maintenance, 

which is the actual budget line item.    Funds will include rental or purchase of equipment, if 
needed.     

 
Mr. Van Horn said that the question was prepared for the operating budget because the 
municipality cannot bond for this type of road repairs, i.e., cannot do chip and seal from capital 

funds.   He met with DPW Superintendent Silverthorn and Mr. Matheny, and the intent is to use 
the DPW crew as much as possible and use the bulk of the funds to buy materials.    If there was 

a large paving job which had to go to bid, this tax would be applicable too.   Mr. Van Horn could 
not see in the future how this money could be raised in the regular budget.   He mentioned an 
engineering report from a few years ago, which he found to be very confusing.   He has asked 
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Mr. Silverthorn and Mr. Matheny to work on a list of roads that need improvements and repair 
and make it available to the public.    Additionally, the public could suggest road repairs.   The 

question would provide $200,000 a year aggregate for a total of $1,000,000 for repairs but not 
for major reconstruction of a road.     

 
Mr. Mathews said that he would still like to have a comprehensive plan before the question is 
read.  Mr. Van Horn commented on the Township Committee approving the question, and he 

wanted input from Mr. Silverthorn and Mr. Matheny with a report by the next meeting.     Mr. 
Mathews said that the list might be underfunded; Mr. Van Horn felt that it was necessary to have 

a list to sell the tax question to the voters.    
 
Deputy Mayor Sageser said that the engineer has advised that the chip seal program is 

maintenance after the fact and hasn’t been done in 8 – 10 years.    Having done so on the roads 
may have fixed some problems, but budgeting for it has been problematic.    He believed that the 

DPW would only be able to do about five miles a year on the priority roads.     
 
Mr. Mathews asked about the sunset clause.  Mr. Van Horn said that the language asked voters 

for a five-year tax after which time the township could go out to the voters again to continue.   
Mr. Mathews would like to see the specific sunset clause instead. 

 
Mr. Van Horn asked the governing body members to send him comments to finalize the 
question.    

 
Some discussion took place about the tax being outside the two percent cap, with Mr. Mathews 

saying that he had a question for the CFO, who left the meeting earlier.    He specifically asked 
about the CAP bank, which allowed you to go up to 3.5% by using the bank and increasing the 
amount each year.    Deputy Mayor Sageser asked if the amount raised in five years was 

sufficient.    Mr. Miller suggested having a detailed maintenance plan and selling the plan to the 
public for either a five year or ten year term; he was not opposed to the idea, but he wondered 

how much was appropriate. 
 
Mayor Wang-Iverson suggested getting the list together for the next meeting.    A suggestion was 

made to have the DPW Superintendent and the CFO at the next meeting to discuss this issue.    
Mr. Matheny noted that the previous five year plan was only for overlay as a capital plan; he also 

noted that the County has a cooperative plan for chip seal each year, which the Township may be 
able to utilize.   Mr. Van Horn stated that he was very interested in pursuing the ballot question. 
 

 
NEW BUSINESS – None 

 
 
OPEN TO THE PUBLIC 

   
Andrea Bonette, 17 Ridge Road, referenced the discussion on The Ridge at Back Brook, 

speaking about “manipulations, framing, and phrasings” regarding the cottages.  She said that 
while she has no strong feelings about the matter, she was concerned about water and 
environmental issues.     She read a definition from Webster’s about a cottage being usually a 

small one-story dwelling.    The cottages proposed by The Ridge to the Planning Board now 
show dwellings of 6,250 square feet accommodating 8 people, which she considered was well 

beyond a cottage.    She asked that the Township Committee not be manipulated. 
 
Mrs. Bonette spoke about the Tax Collector shared service agreement with West Amwell 

Township and West Amwell paying her salary and whether they would be contributing to her 
health insurance coverage costs.    She said that if the Township Committee wished to read it, she 

has a long story about this from when she was Mayor in 2003. 
 
Ilona English, 9 Runyon Mill Road, spoke about cottages as a spring board for every farm in the 

township.   She said that they would be tiny houses with compost on wheels and no foundation.  
She said that agriculture is the largest industry in the state, yet the Township kowtows to big 

business.  She commented on research that she has done, and golf courses can only survive 
where people can fly, such as North Carolina, because you cannot play golf here in the winter.    
The owner of this golf course hasn’t sold its membership and there are suits by clients who wish 
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to get out of their memberships, with the intent to gloss over this with pools and a tennis court.   
She added that Hopewell Fire Company would fill your pools for a fee. 

 
Mrs. English also spoke about cottages, saying that as precedent pods for ECHO  housing were  

not acceptable in the Township.   She spoke about not taking care of the seniors while allowing a 
6,000 square foot cottage on the golf course.    She spoke about attending meetings when it was  
under development, and the reason for allowing the golf course was to keep the school from 

expanding [limited housing].  She mentioned her occupation of selling horses and “being just as 
special as the guy who owns the golf course.” 

 
Mrs. English continued by saying she’s been attending meetings and believes that the people in 
charge and their group are against horses, such as the property on Linvale where a farm now sits 

empty.   The person who applied for a variance purchased property on Back Brook instead.  She 
spoke about benefits in the horse business.    Mrs. English questioned what the golf course would 

do next, saying that “when they turned on all the pumps on the property, they burned through a 
power line.”   She concluded that there would have to be limitations on the cottages and 
commented on “a bad business plan that we shouldn’t have to pay to fix it.” 

 
Frances Gavigan, 123 Wertsville Road Road, commented on small houses on wheels for 

homeless veterans or seniors.     She said that she located a bond ordinance on line from 
Tewksbury where they bonded for chip seal for a period of ten years longevity, which she said 
that she would forward to the Township Committee.  Mayor Wang-Iverson said that our auditors 

advised that this was not the case.     Ms. Gavigan suggested getting another opinion.   She also 
was concerned that without a sunset clause, there may be no end to the tax.    She said that as 

with the “framing of cottages, ... we were framing how we spend money.”   She asked that the 
Township Committee be transparent and candid.     She questioned whether there was another 
option than enacting a tax and spoke about the importance of educating the residents.     Deputy 

Mayor Sageser said that whether it was a bond or a tax, residents still have to pay for the road 
repair.   Mayor Wang-Iverson reiterated that the auditor advised that the municipality could not 

bond for chip-seal.  Ms. Gavigan asked that someone find out if this is factual.  Mr. Matheny will 
get the state reference.    
 

Mrs. English mentioned the proposal for tournaments at the golf course.   Mayor Wang-Iverson 
said that he has asked Mr. Matheny to collect special events ordinances, which he has from 

Bedminster, Brick, Plainsboro, etc.   The Mayor said this will take several months to develop a 
local special events ordinance.     
 

Motion by Mr. Van Horn, seconded by Deputy Mayor Sageser, and carried unanimously to close 
to the public. 

 
EXECUTIVE SESSION – None 
 

 
ADMINISTRATIVE REPORTS  

 

TREASURER/CFO PASQUA: 
 

Treasurer’s Resolutions: 
 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
    RESOLUTION #45-16 

 

 BE IT RESOLVED by the Township Committee of the Township of East Amwell that 
they hereby authorize the CFO/Treasurer to release a check in the amount of $2500, originally 

posted in 2015, to Douglas and Patti Urbano, 25 Brusler Place, Hillsborough, NJ 08844-4070 as 
cancellation of a driveway bond for Block 25, Lot 2.01, 26 Back Brook Road. 
 

     By Order of the Township Committee, 
 

 
     __________________________ 
     David Wang-Iverson, Mayor 
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++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Motion by Mr. Van Horn and seconded by Deputy Mayor Sageser to approve the resolution.  Mr. 
Mathews asked whether this bond could be held since the owner is leaving Dumpsters on his 

property.   Some comments were made about the Dumpsters not being tied to the driveway bond, 
and an inspection for release being made by the DPW Superintendent.    The motion to release 
the bond was approved with two no votes from Mr. Mathews and Mr. Miller. 

 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

     RESOLUTION #46-16 

 

(Amending Original Resolutions #15-15 & 17-16) 

 
WHEREAS, NJSA 40A:5-16 mandates that the governing body of a municipal 

corporation shall, by resolution adopted by a majority vote of the full membership thereof, 
designate a depository for its monies a bank or trust company having its place of business in the 
state and organized under the laws of the United States or this state; 

 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Township Committee of East Amwell, 

County of Hunterdon State of New Jersey, that the Treasurer and Assistant Treasurer with the 
Treasurer’s consent be designated as Custodian of all funds of this municipality and is directed to 
deposit such funds in one or more of the following financial organizations pending investment or 

reinvestment thereof; 
 

  TD Bank 
  State of New Jersey Cash Management Fund 
  PNC Bank 

  Northfield Bank (formerly Hopewell Valley Community Bank) 
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that prior to the deposit of any municipal funds in the 
above mentioned depositories, said bank shall file with the Treasurer a statement indicating that 
the bank is covered under the Government Units Deposit Protection Act (RS 17:9-4) 

BE IT FINALLY RESOLVED that Resolution #17-16, Authorizing Signatures on 
Township Bank Accounts, refer to accounts being deposited in the “Northfield Bank” in place of 

“Hopewell Valley Community Bank.” 
 
     By Order of the Township Committee, 

 
 

     David Wang-Iverson, Mayor 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
Motion by Mr. Van Horn, seconded by Deputy Mayor Sageser, and carried unanimously to 

approve this resolution. 
 

 
Bills of the evening were approved on a motion by Mr. Van Horn, seconded by Deputy Mayor 
Sageser, and carried unanimously.   

 
TAX COLLECTOR HYLAND provided her March report and the 2015 Uncollectible Taxes 

Report. 
 
Tax Collector Resolutions: 

 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

     RESOLUTION #47-16 

 

 WHEREAS there has been a redemption made for Tax Sale Certificate #201501, Block 

ll, Lot 4 and Q lot, sold on October 22nd 2015 to East Amwell Township, and  
 

 WHEREAS the amount of $13,932.99 has been collected from Margaret Case for the 
redemption of this Tax Sale Certificate #201501, 
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 THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that a check in the amount of $13,932.99 be prepared 
and the Mayor, Treasurer, and Clerk be authorized to sign this check and that it be delivered to 

East Amwell Township for the redemption of this Certificate #201501. 
 

       By Order of the Township Committee, 
 
       ___________________________ 

       David Wang-Iverson, Mayor 
 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
     RESOLUTION #48-16 

 

 WHEREAS there has been a redemption made for Tax Sale Certificate #201502, Block 
ll, Lot 17, 29 John Ringo Road, sold on October 22nd 2015 to East Amwell Township, and  

 
 WHEREAS the amount of $6,766.37 has been collected from Margaret Case for the 
redemption of this Tax Sale Certificate #201502, 

 
 THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that a check in the amount of $6,766.37 be prepared 

and the Mayor, Treasurer, and Clerk be authorized to sign this check and that it be delivered to 
East Amwell Township for the redemption of this Certificate #201502. 
 

       By Order of the Township Committee, 
 

 
       ___________________________ 
       David Wang-Iverson, Mayor 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
Motion by Mr. Van Horn, seconded by Deputy Mayor Sageser, and carried unanimously to 

approve the resolutions. 
 
MUNICIPAL COURT CLERK HOOVEN provided her March report without comment. 

 
DPW SUPERINTENDENT provided the March report.   Mr. Mathews asked that more 

documentation be given on the report, specifically referencing March 15 when the DPW 
members were at the Amwell Ridge Cemetery.   Mayor Wang-Iverson said that he sent the DPW 
crew to look at the problem with the building at 2 Old York Road that day.  Some comments 

were exchanged between the Township Committee and Mr. Matheny, with the realization that 
the report cannot be comprehensive and include every minute of documentation during a day.    

Mayor Wang-Iverson suggested that if anyone had a question, they should call Mr. Matheny or 
the Mayor for an answer. 
 

Other reports were acknowledged without comment. 
 

 
CORRESPONDENCE 

 

There were no comments on the correspondence. 
 

The Clerk said that East Amwell would be having a table at the Hunterdon County Community 
Day on June 4 at the Fairgrounds. 
 

 
ADJOURNMENT 

 

There being no further business, motion by Mr. Van Horn, seconded by Deputy Mayor Sageser, 
and carried unanimously to adjourn the meeting at 11:10 p.m. 

 
 

       ______________________________ 
       Teresa R. Stahl, RMC/CMC 
       Municipal Clerk 
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