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A special meeting of the East Amwell Township Committee was called to order at 6:18 p.m.
Present were Mayor David Wang-Iverson, Deputy Mayor Dart Sageser, and Committee member
Charles Van Horn. Committee members Tim Mathews and Peter Miller were absent.

In compliance with the Open Public Meetings Act, Municipal Clerk Teresa R. Stahl announced
that this is a special meeting with notice sent to the Hunterdon County Democrat, Times of
Trenton, Star Ledger, and posted on the bulletin board on January 6, 2016. The purpose of this
meeting is to interview a candidate for a township board or committee. The public is invited to
attend. Action may or may not be taken.

John Allen was present to discuss his interest in serving on the Historic Preservation Committee.

Mr. Allen said that he was a geologist for 34 years in the petroleum industry and wanted to know
more about human history. He spent most of his years in Middlesex, received his Masters from
Rutgers, and worked in places such as California, Texas, Malaysia, Netherlands, etc. He retired
in April 2013. He works with the Hunterdon County Cemetery Committee, and he recently
joined the East Amwell Historical Society. He finds his cemetery work gratifying and wants to
preserve what we have.

Deputy Mayor Sageser asked about the relationship of geology in the cemetery work. Mr. Allen
said that the headstones would tell the history, e.g., marble indicated some type of transportation
connection, there was no granite until the railroads came through, and the County had mostly
country rock before marble came along.

Mr. Allen again said that he retired in 2013; although he and “Joyce” purchased their house in
December 2009, she lived in East Amwell three years before he did.

The Committee and Mr. Allen spoke about a cemetery on the Rocktown Trail with 14 stones.
They also discussed the John Ringo monument at length, with Mr. Allen stating that he has not
yet seen a marking for the Larison burial ground. He added that the oldest stone in the township
dates back to 1739. Mr. Allen acknowledged that a lot of work had to be done at the memorial,
e.g., no stones in place, not maintained, etc.

Mr. Van Horn asked about the cemetery uncovered at the Rocktown Woods Preserve. Mr.
Allen commented on the possibility of there being a grave for William Dawlis, stating that he has
been doing research at the Hall of Records, tracking back ownership to 1809, and the same
property being owned by John Rosenberger in 1772.

Deputy Mayor Sageser spoke about registering cemeteries in New Jersey. Mr. Allen said that
there weren’t any laws until 1870s and thereafter when burials went from farms to the Union
Cemetery, Larison Cemetery and Pleasant Ridge. He said that it was an interesting history, and
he believed that every farm must have had a burial ground. Deputy Mayor Sageser mentioned
that churches usually have cemeteries too. Mr. Allen said that cremation wasn’t acceptable in
historic times, and burials were usually facing to the east.

Mr. Allen felt that the appointment to the Historic Preservation Committee was “a natural
extension for me,” i.e., it would be advantageous to being on this committee, the Hunterdon
County Committee, and the East Amwell Historical Society, and he liked the communication
between all.

Committee members recognized Mr. Allen’s contributions in cleaning up a cemetery and
discovering that a Revolutionary War Soldier was buried there. Mr. Allen commented on
finding Jonathan Hunt being the only person he found in a database shown serving in Amwell.
He also mentioned a World War I Soldier in Union Cemetery who didn’t have a flag either.

The Committee thanked Mr. Allen for coming to this meeting and volunteering to serve.

There being no further business, motion by Deputy Mayor Sageser, seconded by Mr. Van Horn,
and carried unanimously to adjourn the meeting at 6:30 p.m.

__________________________________
Teresa R. Stahl, RMC/CMC
Municipal Clerk


