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The regular meeting of the East Amwell Township Committee was called to order at 7:30 p.m.    
Present were Mayor Peter Kneski, Deputy Mayor Linda F. Lenox, and Committee member C. 
Larry Tatsch.  Committee members Patricia Cregar and Timothy Martin were absent.     
Township Administrator Timothy Matheny was also in attendance. 
 
In compliance with the Open Public Meetings Act, Municipal Clerk Teresa R. Stahl announced 
that this is a regularly scheduled meeting, pursuant to the resolution adopted on January 4, 2009, 
and a meeting notice published in the Hunterdon County Democrat issue of January 8, 2009.   A 
copy of the agenda for this meeting was forwarded to the Hunterdon County Democrat, Times of 
Trenton, Star Ledger, Courier News, posted on the bulletin board, and filed in the Clerk's Office 
on September 22, 2009. 
 
The meeting opened with the Pledge of Allegiance to the American Flag. 
 
 
AGENDA REVIEW 
 
A correction was made in the announcements:  There is a recycling depot on October 3; the 
November 7 depot is cancelled.     
 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
A.  The Recreation Committee will sponsor their Music in the Park Concert at the Marion F. 
Clawson Memorial Park on Saturday, October 3, from 3 p.m. – 5:30 p.m.   Mark your calendars 
for this event. 
 
B.  The Historic Preservation Committee is working on a pictorial history of the Township.   If 
you would like to share your old (1700-1970) photos, please contact Paul Sterchele at 
@comcast.net or Kat Cannelongo at 908:892-9558.  

 
C.  The next scheduled Recycling Depot is on October 3, 2009, from 8 a.m. - 11 a.m. on the 
municipal lot.   There is NO DEPOT on November 7, 2009.     

 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 
September 10, 2009, Regular Minutes

 

 were approved on a motion by Deputy Mayor Lenox, 
seconded by Mr. Tatsch, and carried with some minor typing corrections.   Mayor Kneski asked 
Mr. Matheny for clarification on the previous DPW Superintendent's certification, which was 
answered satisfactorily.    Mayor Kneski also asked for clarification on page 3, paragraph 3, line 
6, about a ditch being five feet; staff will listen to the tape. 

September 10, 2009, Executive Minutes (Litigation, possible litigation, land acquisition, 
contracts, attorney advice)

 

 were approved on a motion by Deputy Mayor Lenox, seconded by 
Mr. Tatsch, and carried unanimously.  

 
OPEN TO THE PUBLIC  (for Comments from the Public for Items Not on the Agenda)   
 
Andrea Bonette, 17 Ridge Road, mentioned the minutes regarding previous DPW Superintendent 
Howell's certification; he had all courses for certification but was lacking years necessary in the 
position to receive certification. 
 
Mrs. Bonette referenced Ordinance 09-10, section 92-93, regarding the resource conservation 
calculations, i.e., there is language stating that "they assist in guiding," but were they part of the 
regulations?   Mrs. Bonette was asked to send a memo to the Planning Board, and the Clerk will 
also follow up with the Planning Board. 
 
Mrs. Bonette asked about the August 13 minutes with a statement about "higher productivity due 
to decreased staffing."  The Clerk offered an explanation, based on information from a website 

mailto:jackiester@comcast.net�
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Mr. Martin provided to her after the meeting, i.e., remaining employees were working harder to 
keep up with job responsibilities.   
 
Dennis Hajek, 18 Rocktown Hill Road, explained that the work increase for employees "is a way 
of life," i.e., other employees "are picking up the slack."  Mayor Kneski commented positively 
on municipal staff members. 
 
Frances Gavigan, 123 Wertsville Road, commented on the September 10 minutes, e.g., page 10 
should indicate that the County members will not tolerate water on the road; limited quotations 
do not portray what she said; she disagreed with wording used in the minutes and spoke about 
things taken out of context.  Ms. Gavigan asked that the public be given draft minutes prior to the 
meeting to read in time to correct, e.g., send by email and post on the website when posted on the 
bulletin board.   The Mayor and Deputy Mayor agreed, and the Clerk asked for a motion to do so 
since previous advice given by the attorney was to hold distribution of the draft minutes to the 
public until the meeting when they are approved.   Mr. Tatsch suggested asking the attorney 
again for his advice.    Ms. Gavigan asked, if the Township Committee agrees to release draft 
minutes, that other committees also share their draft minutes in a likewise manner. 
 
Richard Spiegel, 1 Mountain Road, provided historic information on past Planning Board 
practices on releasing minutes and opinions generated by the Planning Board attorney and the 
Township attorney and costs involved.  He noted that the Open Public Meetings Act allows the 
public to correct statements. 
 
Mr. Spiegel commented that his statements at the last meeting were not about Mr. Howell, but a 
previous DPW Superintendent.   The reference to "five feet" was not ditches, but weeds.    
 
John Seramba, 111 John Ringo Road, explained that Raritan Township allows the public to 
correct minutes by attaching addendums to the minutes.   He stated that draft minutes were on 
the Raritan Township website since 2003, but he is unsure whether they are still posted in draft at 
this time.     
 
Mr. Seramba commented on a "kids council" set up in Raritan Township to introduce children to 
government; he provided specifics about how the program operated, and he suggested that East 
Amwell Township should consider such a program. 
 
Motion by Deputy Mayor Lenox, seconded by Mr. Tatsch, and it was carried unanimously to 
close to the public. 
 
 
INTRODUCTION OF ORDINANCES/PUBLIC HEARINGS  - None 
 
 
SPECIAL DISCUSSIONS 
 
COMCAST REPRESENTATIVES QUARTERLY MEETING:  Theodore Moon, Technical 
Operations Director for Somerset Comcast, was present at this time.   For the record, the Clerk 
announced that the final quarterly meeting for 2009 will be held at the December 10, 2009, 
Township Committee meeting. 
 
Mayor Kneski spoke about the following: poor reception, including pixelation on digital and 
high definition channels; having five technicians on his property and still having the problems; 
replacement of old cable; he asked if reception problems were due to the satellite; he did not 
want the community to have problems; he also asked that Comcast add the additional expenses 
that residents may have to pay for extra adaptor boxes into the franchise agreement, i.e., provide 
the boxes at no charge.   
 
Mr. Moon  explained that the problems could be caused by connectors, wiring or splitters, analog 
issues, frequencies, etc.   He said troubleshooting the problems is important.   He had no 
information on satellite reception being an issue.   He spoke about digital replacement of analog 
signals, transferring the signals, the importance of up-grading equipment, among other items.    
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Mr. Tatsch spoke about a friend of his who is "technically adept" and her issues with Comcast 
service and conversion to digital, e.g., different information from each technician, inability to 
watch one show and record a different show on a VCR, etc.   Mr. Moon spoke about the need for 
customer education and the need to know how each customer intends to use their set ups. 
 
The meeting was open to the public for comment. 
 
Dennis Hajek, 18 Rocktown Hill Road, commented on "very nice and cooperative" customer 
service.    He outlined his cable problems, including having computer, television, and telephone 
service; losing all signals at one point and still without computer service, which is causing an 
inconvenience - technicians are scheduled at his home tomorrow; costs involved with 
replacement of batteries for all boxes/remotes.   Mr. Hajek was concerned about the timeliness of 
response among other items. 
 
Andrea Bonette, 17 Ridge Road, spoke about writing an "irate letter" regarding removal of 
certain programs.   She asked about the need for the additional boxes, the limit of the number of 
boxes, the same concerns raised tonight about pixelation, the inability to record one program and 
watch another, and a deterioration of service.    She recommended getting rid of the boxes.     
 
Mr. Moon explained the evolution of technology and the need to have enhancements as part of 
the industry.   As the industry move is more towards digital, there will be more enhancements 
coming through, e.g., more channels, more high definition channels, etc.   With these changes, 
there is a need for the converters and the adaptor boxes.   He also said that there may be some 
need for wiring and other upgrades to continue to support additional items provided by Comcast.  
 
Bob Rowe, 33 Toad Lane, said that although he did not have the wattage information with him 
tonight, the public should know that all the power boxes are "spinning the meter" all around the 
clock.    
 
Mayor Kneski spoke about again the adaptor boxes, adding that there was no indication when the 
franchise was being considered that there would be additional costs for the boxes.   Mr. Moon 
was unsure how the agreement was written, but he agreed to take the Mayor's question about free 
adapters back to Comcast. 
 
John Seramba, 111 John Ringo Road, spoke about the following: problems he encountered since 
he signed up for Triple Play in December 2008; the technicians who visited his house; problems 
in getting a phone number; billing problems, including 4.5 pages of notes at Comcast about the 
history of his account; the need for professionalism and training for technicians, etc. 
 
Mrs. Bonette commented that there were many more residents not in the room who have 
complaints. 
 
Frances Gavigan, 123 Wertsville Road, commented on the following: she is no longer a Comcast 
customer; the reputation of the company and their "monopoly"; technical problems with service; 
the need for better service training and "being straight with people"; the conclusion that money 
and increased band-width were the reasons for the analog to digital conversion. 
 
Richard Spiegel, 1 Mountain Road, spoke about his own television service and equipment, his 
reliance on a technician to "hook up" the box, and the need to know the television company 
codes to properly connect. 
 
Mr. Hajek commented on taking comments on improved technical assistance, no matter where 
the technician comes from, back to the supervisors. 
 
Mr. Tatsch mentioned the government vouchers to defray the cost of converter boxes, asking 
about signal conversion.   Mr. Moon and Mr. Tatsch exchanged comments about signals and 
signal transmission, television hook ups, and evolution in technology and enhancements to 
service.   While there are still some analog signals, most are digital, and conversion is a 
necessity. 
 
Mr. Tatsch commented on a web article he read about industry trade group opposition to 
regulations limiting power usage of what is termed "gadgets," i.e., chargers, boxes, etc. 
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Mr. Spiegel spoke about contract limits because of legislation, about reading the tariff for 
information, and contacting legislators for changes. 
 
Motion by Mr. Tatsch, seconded by Deputy Mayor Lenox, and it was carried unanimously to 
close to the public. 
 
Mayor Kneski thanked Mr. Moon for attending the meeting, and he asked that Mr. Moon take 
the comments back to his supervisors, hoping for "enlightening news" at the next quarterly 
meeting, including better reception and service for the residents. 
 
Mr. Moon appreciated the feedback this evening and asked residents to contact him if they have 
any issues.    He concluded that Comcast's goal was to provide for their customers and provide 
good service. 
 
 
SPECIAL COMMITTEE REPORTS - None 
 
 
STANDING COMMITTEE REPORTS 
 
FARMLAND/OPEN SPACE PRESERVATION COMMITTEE (F/OSPC) 
 
 1) Request for P.I.G. Appraisal for Thompson Property, Cider Mill Road, B.21/L.1 & 
B.20/L.17.01:

 

  Chairwoman Glorianne Robbi provided the 9/21/09 memo requesting an appraisal 
for this property.  There were three quotes received for the 88 acre (more or less) parcel, as 
follows:   Martin Appraisal Services, $2,750; Orbaker & Associates, $2,300; Tom Rodriguez, 
$2,050.    F/OSPC recommended accepting the quote from Tom Rodriquez. 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
     RESOLUTION #128- 09 
 
 BE IT RESOLVED by the Township Committee of the Township of East Amwell, 
County of Hunterdon, State of New Jersey, that they hereby accept the following quote for a 
P.I.G. appraisal for Block 21/Lot 1 and Block 20/Lot 17.01:    
 
     Tom Rodriguez 
     74 Lambert Road 
     Stockton, NJ 08559 
     $2,050.00 
 
       By Order of the Township Committee, 
 
       _______________________ 
       Peter Kneski, Mayor 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
Motion by Mr. Tatsch, seconded by Deputy Mayor Lenox, and it was carried unanimously to 
approve the resolution. 
 
 
RECREATION COMMITTEE 
 1) Discussion on Recreational Land:
 

  Chairman Dennis Hajek was present at this time. 

Mr. Hajek appreciated the opportunity to provide the governing body with an update, and he 
provided a four page handout, with the following highlights: 
 
2009 Activities:  Easter Egg Hunt at Clawson Park in April; 1st Attempt at a concert on June 13 
(rainout) and rescheduled for October 3; two very successful movie nights at the municipal 
complex in July and August; Friday night soccer for adults and children; adult basketball at East 
Amwell Township School from the end of October through April; a holiday tree lighting with a 
December date to be decided (possibly December 7).   Mr. Hajek concluded that it was a 
successful year, in spite of the weather. 
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Status of the Township Ball Fields

 

:  Two large soccer fields at the school are now open to play, 
thanks to Township contributions to the irrigation system, volunteer efforts, including help from 
Mike Stover, Marty Alexander, Joe Angelone, Kevin Inglin, and Chuck Miles, among others.    
Paradise Irrigation did the whole system for $32,000 at cost.  Lights are on, fields are excellent, 
and the irrigation system is on a timer.   There has been a lot of positive feedback, the fields "are 
nicest fields around…exceeding our expectations," and Mr. Hajek again thanked the Township 
Committee for their support, noting that "it was a good investment down the road." 

Having the two fields will allow for spring and fall baseball and soccer.   There is pressure from 
outside teams to use the fields, in many cases not many East Amwell players, but East Amwell 
coaches and some local children.   Field usage is free at this time, and sometimes there are 
revenue generating events by organizations; Mr. Hajek wanted the governing body to think about 
this, i.e., a source of recreation support for use of the fields. 
 
Update on County Property Across from Fairgrounds

 

:   Mr. Hajek sent a letter of interest to the 
County as East Amwell Recreation Chair.   He explained that West Amwell, South Hunterdon 
and Lambertville are in need of resources.  He spoke with John Dupuix in West Amwell, who 
agreed that they "are desperate for resources."  Mr. Hajek agreed to help with development, but 
he felt that 90%   of the benefit would be for West Amwell, South Hunterdon, and Lambertville.   
He explained that many children from those areas participate in the South County Soccer 
League.    

Mr. Hajek referenced his "point of view" in the outline, as follows:  "Given the current state of 
the East Amwell resources, we are no longer in a position of critical need.   The single biggest 
opportunity for development is the property located adjacent to the current municipal complex 
along Route 202/31.   This additional land would be ideal for adding on to the current complex 
and could support new multi-use fields and critical parking demand.   That having been said, I 
will do whatever I can to help in the development of the county property too.  But I do not feel 
that East Amwell should be taking the lead on this project given the work involved and the 
benefit return." 
 
Mr. Hajek asked how to engage the county at this time.  Mayor Kneski asked if the Recreation 
Committee has projected needs for the next 10-20 years; Mr. Hajek said that there was nothing 
formal, adding that in the next 5 - 10  years, it might be nice to have additional resources to 
support field hockey and lacrosse.     Mr. Hajek also noted that next year was his final year as 
Chairman of  Recreation Committee, again suggesting that another agency should lead in the 
South County project.     
 
Mr. Tatsch commented that the property was in West Amwell, just over the border.   He believed 
that pressure should still be placed on the County so that in the future, when funding was 
available, the fields could be developed.   There is still a sign on the property about being the 
"Home of Future Ballfields."   Mr. Hajek said that he had no response to the letter he sent to the 
County.     The governing body recommended that the clerk send a cover letter with Mr. Hajek's 
letter to the County and ask about a response.   Mr. Hajek agreed that he was still willing to 
"quarterback but needed a line."    Mr. Tatsch suggested that the letter to the County Parks 
Commissioner request to set up a meeting with Mr. Hajek and the Mayor and other parties 
involved.       
 
The Township Committee thanked Mr. Hajek for his report and services.    Deputy Mayor Lenox 
agreed to say a few words at the concert on October 3.      Mr. Matheny commented on Mr. 
Hajek's "good job" on working on the soccer fields. 
 
 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
 
TOWNSHIP ADMINISTRATOR'S UPDATE 
 
 1) Policy Manual 2.1: Security and Card Access:  Mr. Matheny outlined changes in an 
existing policy to incorporate the new access system.    Some grammatical corrections were 
offered to him.   Deputy Lenox asked about incorporating a cost for replacement of lost fobs or 
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cards; Mr. Matheny felt that it was imperative to know about lost cards rather than penalize and 
discourage reporting lost items. 
 
Motion by Mr. Tatsch, seconded by Deputy Mayor Lenox, and it was carried unanimously to 
approve Policy 2.1. 
 
 2) 2010 Budget Process:

 

   Mr. Matheny and Treasurer Luhrs have been discussing the 
process, and it was agreed that Mrs. Luhrs should continue the process of notifying departments 
and staff as she has done in the past.   Mayor Kneski asked about setting parameters for next 
year's budget requests, and some discussion took place on suggesting no increase or a 5% 
decrease.    Mr. Tatsch suggested asking departments to work towards a zero increase and to look 
at different, innovative ways to save money and bring the ideas to the Township Committee 
before budget time to discuss implementation.       

Mayor Kneski agreed that the Township Committee liaisons should meet with their boards to 
discuss budgets, as was the practice last year. 
 
 3) Construction Fees for the Amwell Valley Fire Company:

 

   Mr. Matheny spoke about a 
current permit for the Fire Company and a request to waive fees.   He referred to The Code of 
East Amwell, Chapter 66, Section 66-2 (P) pertaining to waiving fees for the township and any 
respective agencies.    In the past some fees were waived and some were collected.   Mayor 
Kneski also spoke with the Construction Official about this, and the local fee will be very 
minimal, i.e., around $45.00 since state fees cannot be waived.    Some discussion took place 
about a past request from the rescue squad to waive their fees; this pertained to their request to 
have development board application fees waived (but not the escrow fees).     All were in 
agreement that the fire company provides valuable service to the community. 

Motion by Mr. Tatsch, seconded by Deputy Mayor Lenox, and it was carried unanimously to 
waive the local code fees for the Amwell Valley Fire Company. 
 
 4) Janitorial Services for the Municipal Building

 

:    Mr. Matheny received two quotes for 
services from Papics Janitorial and Patriotic Janitorial.  Papics is the current provider, and Mr. 
Matheny met with a representative from Patriotic to see the building.    Quotes were very close:   
$80/Patriotic and $75/Papics for municipal building; $25/Patriotic and $15/Papics for Clawson 
Park services; and individually priced items which were similar in cost.    The quotes were 
obtained for two years as a option, and Papics put in a quote of $85 for the municipal building 
cleaning next year.     Mr. Matheny was providing this information as advice to the governing 
body.   On a question, he answered that there have been no major complaints with the current 
provider. 

 5) Water Sample at the Municipal Building:

 

   Mr. Tatsch mentioned a recent water 
sample with elevated standard plate counts (not coliform), and it is not harmful.    He recalled a 
past incident with high levels, and a UV lamp was placed on the water supply system.    The UV 
lamp may have to be replaced, and DPW Superintendent Kadezabek will buy a new bulb. 

 6) Clawson Park Update:

 

  After the last meeting, cones have been placed in the area of 
the drop-off where the blacktop stops on the paths.   There was a meeting with Mr. Matheny, 
DPW Superintendent Kadezabek, and Engineer Dennis O'Neal to discuss the plans for the park, 
and the engineer will be providing a proposal on how to address issues.   Mr. Matheny cautioned 
that paving may result in impervious coverage and/or stormwater issues. 

Mr. Matheny commented on contacting the County for in-mate assistance, noting that there is 
work at the park, which could be done by the program participants.   The calendar for the 
program is booked through November, although there may be some half-days in October 
available.   Mayor Kneski asked about having in-mates from a similar program in Mercer County 
help out; Mr. Matheny commented on this. 
 
 7) Ditch on Mountain Road:

 

          Mr. Matheny followed up with the DPW about his 
complaint at the last meeting.   The April 2009 report showed that the DPW did the work at that 
time and did it by hand.    Mayor Kneski commented on looking at the site, which appeared to 
have been cleaned.      Mr. Matheny also commented that ditching may be something that the in- 
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mates could do by hand, and he will check with Mr. Kadezabek about this. 
 
 
 
9/15 REQUEST FOR INFORMATION FROM HUNTERDON COUNTY AGRICULTURE 
DEVELOPMENT BOARD - SERAMBA, BLOCK 5, LOT 3 - RIGHT TO FARM 
PROTECTION FOR COMMERCIAL FARM 
 
The Clerk advised the governing body that the Planning Board will list this letter as 
correspondence on their October agenda (well after the 9/30 deadline for the CADB response).   
The Zoning Officer advised in an email that the Township has a Right to Farm ordinance.    
Deeds do not have any reference to the berm, nor do development resolutions for the property.   
All information collected will be provided to the CADB.    
 
Mr. Seramba updated the Township Committee that 9/15 meeting at the County (which he 
mentioned at the last meeting) did not take place because of a scheduled Freeholder meeting.   
There was a site visit on his property by CADB, John Glynn and his assistant, Bill Millette, and 
“Kevin” from Soil Conservation District.    There is a CADB hearing set for October 8, which 
may be postponed until November since the McGee's cannot attend.   Mr. Seramba will 
reschedule the 9/15 meeting. 
 
 
RESOLUTION TO ENTER EXECUTIVE SESSION TO DISCUSS A PERSONNEL ISSUE:   
The Clerk provided a Rice Notice to Construction Official Stewart Doddy, who returned the 
notice asking that the discussion be held in public session. 
 
 
TOWNSHIP ADMINISTRATOR'S UPDATE, Continued 
 
 8) Resident Complaint about Construction Official:

 

  Mr. Matheny sent an inter-office 
memo to the Construction Official asking for a response to a complaint.   Mr. Doddy's inter-
office memo as a response was forwarded to the governing body.   Mr. Matheny concluded by 
the response that Mr. Doddy was within his scope in his actions and was providing for the best 
interests of the township.    The issue involved a 24-inch deep pool; Mr. Doddy was following 
the letter of the law, made phone calls, and the residents went on vacation with the pool having 
no fence and a ladder  to get in; the potential for a drowning was there.    

Mayor Kneski also spoke with the Construction Official, and he agreed that there was not a lot of 
choices.  He stated that he was unable to thoroughly research the procedures with the state.  He 
asked that this item be tabled until a future meeting when other committee members were 
present, and he had a discussion with staff and the Administrator.   Mr. Tatsch agreed, adding 
that he would not like to see a change in the Construction Official's approach (i.e., no issuing 
fines immediately).   Mr. Matheny spoke with Mr. Doddy today, and Mr. Matheny believes Mr. 
Doddy is on board with this.  Mr. Tatsch commented on the residents' rights to complain and 
staff reaction to them.  Mayor Kneski concluded that this item will be tabled until a future 
meeting "when the full committee is available to get a full evaluation of this particular situation." 
 
 
NEW BUSINESS - None 
 
 
OPEN TO THE PUBLIC 
 
Andrea Bonette, 17 Ridge Road, commented on the emails about the stormwater management 
budget she has been exchanging with the Mayor and asked that the Township Committee receive 
copies.  She will also speak with the engineer about stormwater management. 
 
Richard Spiegel, 1 Mountain Road, commented on the following: he asked if Mr. Matheny has 
seen the ditch on Mountain Road; he was in his house every day in April and May and did not 
see the DPW working on the ditch; vegetation is five feet high, silt is four to five feet deep, and 
there is stagnant water breeding mosquitoes; he further commented on the last time it was 
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ditched by backhoe, providing information on the ditch, county activities, drainage, ponding, and 
the need to rip-rap the ditch, etc.   He expressed displeasure about the situation. 
 
Mayor Kneski asked Mr. Matheny to have Mr. Kadezabek to look at the ditch again. 
 
Motion to close to the public was made by Mr. Tatsch, seconded by Deputy Mayor Lenox, and it 
was carried unanimously. 
 
Motion by Mr. Tatsch, seconded by Deputy Mayor Lenox, and it was carried unanimously to 
open to the public again after a resident came back into the meeting room. 
 
Frances Gavigan, 123 Wertsville Road, suggested that during the 2010 budget process,  bids for 
professionals should be sought to encourage competitive pricing.    Some comments were 
exchanged between Ms. Gavigan and Mr. Matheny on the supervising engineer for Clawson 
Park, which was Lord, Worrell, & Richter, not Hopewell Valley Engineering.     Ms. Gavigan 
commented on the Freeholders looking at layoffs as a contingency plan, commenting on 
financial considerations. 
 
Ms. Gavigan commented on Mr. Doddy being a "professional measured humane human being," 
further commenting on his courteousness and professionalism, and his services in an emergent 
issue, which was a liability to taxpayers and the individual. She asked the Township Committee 
to convey their support to Mr. Doddy.     
 
Tim Mathews, 72 Linvale Road, commended Dennis Hajek on his report, stating "he does a great 
job." 
 
Mr. Mathews recommended writing into the janitorial specifications that the phone handsets and 
surfaces be cleaned and wiped with disinfectants.    Mr. Matheny will mention this to the janitor. 
 
Motion by Deputy Mayor Lenox, seconded by Mr. Tatsch, and it was carried unanimously to 
close to the public. 
 
Deputy Mayor Lenox commented on bids being expensive but a great idea to look at 
professionals.   She noted that the State now requires three quotes for any professionals, and she 
supported the idea of looking at the professionals to allow the Township “choices.” 
 
    
ADMINISTRATIVE REPORTS 
 
TREASURER LUHRS presented the bills of the evening.    Motion by Deputy Mayor Lenox, 
seconded by Mr. Tatsch, and it was carried unanimously to approve the bills of the evening. 
 

 
Treasurer's Resolution: 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
     RESOLUTION #129-09 
 
 WHEREAS, the Public Works Superintendent of the Township of East Amwell has 
approved the refund of the following driveway bond, 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Township Committee of East Amwell 
that the Treasurer is authorized to issue a refund check to the following applicant: 
 
  Applicant     Amount of Refund 
 
  Glen Greissinger    $2,500.00 
 
       By Order of the Township Committee, 
 
       ____________________________ 
       Peter Kneski, Mayor 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 



EAST AMWELL TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE         SEPTEMBER 24, 2009         PAGE 9 

Motion by Mr. Tatsch, seconded by Deputy Mayor Lenox, and it was carried unanimously to 
approve the resolution. 
 
There were no resolutions from the Tax Collector. 
 
 
CORRESPONDENCE 
 
Mr. Tatsch recommended that the Township Committee consider supporting a resolution similar 
to what was adopted by the Hunterdon County Planning Board in support of Green Acres, Water 
Supply and Floodplain Protection, and Farmland & Historic Preservation Bond Act of 2009. 
 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
     RESOLUTION #130-09 

 
Endorsing the “Green Acres, Water Supply and Floodplain Protection, and Farmland 

and Historic Preservation Bond Act of 2009” 
 
 WHEREAS, continued investment in open space, farmland and historic preservation is 
vitally important to the state, as it enhances New Jersey’s economy and health, safeguards its 
remaining natural, agricultural, recreational and cultural resources and preserves its character; 
and 
 
 WHEREAS, New Jersey continues to face incredible pressure from development, losing 
50 acres of open space daily in recent years to new development projects; and 
 
 WHEREAS, protecting open spaces and improving community parks throughout the 
State, including urban areas, supports New Jersey state and local economies by stabilizing local 
property taxes and revitalizing communities; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Garden State Preservation Trust, the financing authority for the Green 
Acres, Farmland Preservation, and Historic Preservation programs, is virtually depleted despite 
the continued need for the programs it makes possible; and 
 
 WHEREAS, on November 3, 2009, the voters of New Jersey should be asked to approve 
the Green Acres, Water Supply and Floodplain Protection, and Farmland and Historic 
Preservation Bond Act of 2009,” which authorizes the state to issue $400 million in bonds to 
fund New Jersey’s preservation programs; and 
 
 WHEREAS, passage of the Bond Act, which the New Jersey Keep It Green coalition 
estimates will equate to $10 per household per year, is desperately needed to fund the continued 
protection of New Jersey’s natural areas and cultural sites while a long-term funding solution for 
the Garden State Preservation Trust is determined and secured; and 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, the East Amwell Township Committee, in the 
County of Hunterdon, in the State of New Jersey, encourages the voters of New Jersey to vote 
yes on the Green Acres, Water Supply and Floodplain Protection, and Farmland and Historic 
Preservation Bond Act of 2009, on November 3, 2009. 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the East Amwell Township Committee encourages 
the Hunterdon County Board of Chosen Freeholders and all Hunterdon County governing bodies 
to adopt similar resolutions of support.   An attested copy of this resolution, as adopted, shall be 
certified and sent to the Hunterdon County Board of Chosen Freeholders and to the governing 
bodies of each of the municipalities in the County. 
 
       By Order of the Township Committee, 
 
       ______________________ 
       Peter Kneski, Mayor 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
Motion by Deputy Mayor Lenox, seconded by Mr. Tatsch, and it was carried unanimously to 
approve the resolution. 
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Mr. Tatsch commented on a resolution of support suggested by the League of Municipalities 
regarding COAH.   He explained that Eastampton Township met its COAH responsibilities and 
builders were able to overturn the township and allow additional affordable housing as an 
"inherently beneficial need."  The resolution will request legislators to review the current COAH 
regulations to see if the COAH process can be corrected. 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
     RESOLUTION #131-09 
 

Resolution Calling Upon the State Legislature to Address the Inequity in the Court 
Decision of Homes of Hope v. Township of Eastampton 

   
 WHEREAS, on Monday, August 24, 2009, an Appellate Division panel in the case of 
Homes of Hope v. Township of Eastampton affirmed a lower court ruling that a developer can 
still argue affordable housing is "inherently beneficial”, and compel a municipality to accept 
more than its fair share of regional need, even if the municipality has satisfied its regional need; 
and  
  
 WHEREAS, this action was brought against Eastampton even though the Township had 
met and exceeded its affordable housing obligations; and  
  
 WHEREAS, in a concurring opinion it was stated that the Legislature may need to act to 
correct the apparent conflict between the concept of “inherently beneficial uses” under the 
Municipal Land Use Law and the Fair Housing Act;  
  
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Township Committee of the Township 
of East Amwell, County of Hunterdon, that the State Legislature should immediately pass 
legislation to correct the Eastampton decision by providing that no municipality may be 
compelled through variance or otherwise to provide more than its fair share of affordable 
housing;  and, 
  
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that copies of this resolution be forward to Senator 
Marcia Karrow, Assemblyman Michael Doherty, Assemblyman John DiMaio,  the President of 
the State Senate, the Speaker of the General Assembly, the New Jersey League of Municipalities 
and the Governor of the State of New Jersey.  
 
       By Order of the Township Committee, 
 
       ________________________ 
       Peter Kneski, Mayor 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
Motion by Deputy Mayor Lenox, seconded by Mr. Tatsch, and it was carried unanimously to 
approve the resolution. 
 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
There being no further business, motion was made by Deputy Mayor Lenox, seconded by Mr. 
Tatsch, and it was carried unanimously to adjourn the meeting at 9:57 p.m. 
 
 
      ______________________________ 
      Teresa R. Stahl, RMC/CMC 
      Municipal Clerk 
 
 


