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The regular meeting of the East Amwell Township Committee was called to order at 7:30 p.m.    
Present were Mayor Peter Kneski, Deputy Mayor Linda F. Lenox, and Committee member 
Patricia Cregar.  Committee members C. Larry Tatsch and Timothy Martin were absent.     
Township Administrator Timothy Matheny and Attorney Judith Kopen were also in attendance. 
 
In compliance with the Open Public Meetings Act, Municipal Clerk Teresa R. Stahl announced 
that this is a regularly scheduled meeting, pursuant to the resolution adopted on January 4, 2009, 
and a meeting notice published in the Hunterdon County Democrat issue of January 8, 2009.   A 
copy of the agenda for this meeting was forwarded to the Hunterdon County Democrat, Times of 
Trenton, Star Ledger, Courier News, posted on the bulletin board, and filed in the Clerk's Office 
on July 14, 2009. 
 
The meeting opened with the Pledge of Allegiance to the American Flag. 
 
 
AGENDA REVIEW 
 
Under Unfinished Business, delete item B, the Raffle Amendment.  The 4H Fair license 
approved at the June 25, 2009 meeting was not authorized by the Legalized Games of Chance 
Control Commission, and the group decided not to proceed with a raffle this year. 
 
Under New Business, item A, the resolution to accept the audit will held until the August 13th 
meeting. 
 
Under Correspondence, add the following: 7/15/09 Email from Josie Glenn at Hunterdon County 
Planning Board re: July 23, 2009, DEP Workshop on Greenhouse Gas Reduction Grant Program; 
7/2 Email from NJ DEP re: Municipal Stormwater Regulation Status Summary Report;  7/15/09 
Memo from Construction Official Stewart Doddy and 7/16 Response from Township 
Administrator Matheny re: Mileage.    
 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
There is only one Township Committee Meeting in July on July 16, 2009, and only one meeting 
in August on August 13, 2009. 
 
The next scheduled Recycling Depot is on August 1, 2009, from 8 a.m. - 11 a.m. on the 
municipal lot. 
 
East Amwell Township Recreation Committee will have two movie nights at the municipal field 
at 8:30 p.m. on July 17 and August 7. 
 
 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 
June 25, 2009 Special (Interview), Regular, and Executive Minutes (Land Acquisition) will be 
tabled until the August 13, 2009, meeting when a quorum of members present at those meetings 
is available to vote. 
 
 
OPEN TO THE PUBLIC  (for Comments from the Public for Items Not on the Agenda)   
 
Hugh McGee, 11 Rosemont-Ringoes Road, stated that he attended a presentation on the 
Neshanic Restoration Project on March 30, commenting on the scope of the project to look at the 
Neshanic River water problems and ways to alleviate them.   He provided the Township 
Committee with copies of a slide show presentation provided by Dr. Zeyuan Qiu, Team Leader 
of the project.   Chris Testa of the Hunterdon County Soil Conservation District also participated 
in the program.   Mr. McGee highlighted one particular slide on the first sheet, which showed 
"source (farm run-off), pathway (roadway), and receptor (Neshanic River)"; the same slide was 
referenced as an enlargement on page three of the handout.     Mr. McGee referenced the 
protection of the Neshanic River from the headwaters to the confluence at Back Brook in Raritan 
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Township.   Mr. McGee continued by stating that the picture of the "source" property is the farm 
belonging to Pauline Serafin, who was site twice last year because of construction of a dirt track 
and jump.  The picture shows the run-off caused by the development on-site, taken on March 8, 
when there was an inch and a half of rain; the picture was taken between February and July, the 
two times of citation for the track.   The pathway was Route 604, and Mr. McGee lives between 
the farm and Route 604.    He further explained that the problem reoccurred in June 2009, when 
Route 604 was closed; his property was not as severely impacted, but 13 Rosemont-Ringoes 
Road had serious problems with their driveway.       
 
Mr. McGee continued with the following highlights:   he asked about the applicability of the 
Stormwater Management Ordinance and applicability to residential properties; last year he spoke 
and wrote to the Stormwater Management Enforcement Officer, Mr. McManus; at the suggestion 
of Committee member Tatsch, Mr. McGee provided pictures and a video of 2007 and 2008 on-
site conditions; Mr. McManus took no action; in September 2008, Mr. McGee appeared before 
the Township Committee to express his displeasure - at that time Mr. Matheny was asked to get 
an update on the issue, and Mr. McGee never heard back from him;  Mayor Kneski agreed that 
Mr. Matheny will look into how the September 2008 complaint was handled;  Mayor Kneski 
commented that the Stormwater Management ordinance is applicable when there is a 
development before the Township, and he did not know if the ordinance applied to a pre-existing 
condition; Mr. McGee reminded the governing body that there is a stormwater checklist, which 
is part of zoning approval in the Township, commenting on whether a construction is done with 
or without zoning approval (i.e., legally or illegally), the ordinance should still be applicable if 
there is qualifying land disturbance;  Mr. McGee explained that Mr. McManus looked into 
zoning issues on the property but never looked into the stormwater management issues; Mr. 
McGee's concern was with the construction of ramps and soil mounds for a motorcycle track. 
 
Deputy Mayor Lenox stated that she has been on the farm in question, noting that top soil cannot 
be removed; she commented on top soil being shoved aside, but she noted that there is a crop of 
wheat berries on the property, and  the property does not look like the picture provided by Mr. 
McGee this evening.   She asked about remediation since March 2008.   Mr. McGee commented 
on flooding onto 11 and 13 Rosemont-Ringoes Road, stating that erosion was one contribution to 
the destruction of a berm in existence since the 1980's; he continued by stating that the land was 
disturbed, erosion occurred, and the problem and effects were never remediated.     
 
Mayor Kneski directed Mr. Matheny to ask the Stormwater Management Coordinator, who is the 
Township Engineer, to look into matter and provide a brief summary.     Mr. McGee stated that 
he would not like to wait another 10 months for a reply.   It was explained to Mr. McGee that the 
Zoning Officer did investigate and followed up with Hunterdon County Soil Conservation 
District; the Coordinator will now be asked to comment.     Further comments were exchanged 
by the governing body and Mr. McGee on whether or not a dirt bike track was "a structure" and 
on the degradation of the Neshanic River.   Mayor Kneski stated that the Township Committee 
heard Mr. McGee's concerns and the Administrator has been directed to follow up with the 
Engineer.     
 
Mr. Matheny commented that Zoning Officer McManus previously looked into the matter; the 
track was taken down and the dirt was removed or flattened.  Mr. McManus contacted 
Hunterdon County Soil Conservation District, who did not have jurisdiction.   The size of the 
area did not meet the stormwater review threshold.    Mr. Matheny concluded that Mr. McManus 
conducted due diligence in his review.  He noted that there has been significant interest from 
both property owners, which Mr. McManus reviewed. 
 
Mr. McGee stated that all correspondence received from Mr. McManus deals with zoning and 
not with stormwater management concerns that Mr. McGee raised.    Mayor Kneski again said 
that the ordinance only applies to a development application of an area of 1 acre or more or a 
disturbance of a quarter of an acre of impervious surface.    Mr. McManus did not consider the 
dirt bike track as a development application; the stormwater management ordinance was not 
applicable.   The Stormwater Management Coordinator will be asked to confirm this or not.     
 
Mr. McGee provided the Clerk with the name of a representative from the South Branch 
Watershed Association who could provide more information on the Neshanic River project and 
slides. 
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Andrea Bonette, 17 Ridge Road, commented on her distress with the Township and County in a 
"We'll look into it" philosophy.   She stated that a situation happened, and she "would like to see 
someone take the lead and help these people."  She explained that the McGees contacted her as 
Chairman of the Stormwater Management Committee, she looked at the site, "and it was 
appalling to see the moved dirt and floods."   She felt that the Township Committee owed the 
residents, whether it was regarding traffic or any issue; the Township Committee should take the 
lead and set a limitation for response, i.e., have the engineer reply within a month, not ten 
months.   She was very disappointed, and she asked the governing body "to help these people." 
 
Motion by Deputy Mayor Lenox, seconded by Mrs. Cregar, and it was carried unanimously to 
close to the public. 
 
 
INTRODUCTION OF ORDINANCES/PUBLIC HEARINGS - None 
 
 
SPECIAL DISCUSSIONS - None 
 
 
SPECIAL COMMITTEE REPORTS - None 
 
 
STANDING COMMITTEE REPORTS: 
 
ENVIRONMENTAL COMMISSION:    Since Chairman Mike Petrus was not in the audience at 
this time, Mayor Kneski suggested proceeding with the agenda until he appeared. 
 
 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
 
TOWNSHIP ADMINISTRATOR'S UPDATE: 
 
 1) Appointment of the Office of Emergency Management Coordinator for a Three Year 
Term:  The term for the current OEM Coordinator, Gary Myers, expires today.    Deputy Mayor 
Lenox asked if he was interested in reappointment, and Mr. Matheny said he believed so.    
 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
     RESOLUTION #112-09 
 
 WHEREAS, the Township of East Amwell is currently in need of an Emergency 
Management Coordinator; and 
 
 WHERAS, Gary Myers is qualified for this position and has served a previous three year 
term as Emergency Management Coordinator;  
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Township of East Amwell to appoint 
Gary Myers to the position of Emergency Management Coordinator for a 3 year term beginning 
on July 16, 2009, ending on July 15, 2012. 
 
      By Order of the Township Committee, 
 
 
      __________________________ 
      Peter Kneski, Mayor 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
Motion by Mrs. Cregar, seconded by Deputy Mayor Lenox, and it was carried unanimously to 
approve the resolution. 
 
 2) Road Projects:  Mr. Matheny stated that the reclamation and overlay projects on 
Garboski and North Hill Roads were completed last week.  Tomorrow or Monday, work on 
Lindbergh Road will begin, and Back Brook Road will follow, possibly on Tuesday and 
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Wednesday of next week.   The DPW has done preliminary work, including an inlet replacement 
on Lindbergh Road, south of Ridge Road.   There had been an email complaint from a resident 
on Lindbergh Road about standing water; he recently sent another email stating that after a down 
pour, there was no water on the road, i.e., the new drain is working well.  Additionally, overlay 
will help with run-off going into the drain.     
 
 3) Construction Clearance Certificate:  Mr. Matheny reminded the Mayor that he was 
interested in the certificate program, citing Princeton Township as having a similar requirement.  
There was some discussion at the June 25 meeting; however, the governing body wanted to wait 
for the Mayor’s input.   Mr. Matheny received information from Construction Official Doddy 
that there are approximately 20-25 closings per year, and each search would take approximately 
45 minutes.   Details of the ordinance would have to be developed. 
 
Mayor Kneski asked to keep the certificate program on track, stating it would be beneficial in 
cleaning up older, outstanding permits and would also put new owners on notice of anything 
outstanding.    Mr. Matheny will create a proposed ordinance, and the item will be on the next 
agenda when the full Township Committee is present for continued discussion. 
 
 4) Energy Audit:  Concord Energy Group representatives were at the municipal building 
on June 30 to do preliminary work and a site inspection for the energy audit.    The 
representatives met with Mr. Matheny for a half hour, took a tour of the building and the trailer, 
and then spent the day on their inspection.   The firm apologized for the delay in the start of the 
project.  Mr. Matheny said that the project is small in scope and a final report should be provided 
by mid- or the end of August.     
 
 5) Staff Request for Additional Vacation Days:  Mr. Matheny explained that the gist of 
the July 9, 2009, memo from the staff was that they would like to see extra vacation day(s) for 
the year since there was no increase in salary in 2009, citing other municipalities did receive 
raises.   Mrs. Cregar agreed with the letter.    Mr. Matheny spoke with some staff members today, 
stating that while it “sounded good,” there were other factors to consider, i.e., part time staff do 
not qualify for vacation and would receive no benefit as would have been received if there was a 
salary increase.  He added that pro-rating the vacation day for qualifying part time staff members 
was also difficult to compute.  He also discussed with the staff members the dilemma of a 
manager in meeting some employee needs while angering other employees by doing so.   The 
staff members and Mr. Matheny came up with the idea of possibility adding a holiday when the 
office would be closed.   As an example, he explained that an employee making $50,000 per year 
and working 30 hours a week would equate to a salary of $192.00 per day; a raise would be the 
equivalent of 6 or 7 days pay.   Receiving an additional holiday would be a symbolic gesture. 
 
Mayor Kneski had some questions, including what would happen next year if the Township was 
in the position to give raises, i.e., how would giving the extra holiday affect this.  Mr. Matheny 
explained that the staff was looking for this compensation in 2009 only.    Mayor Kneski stated 
that the Township Committee can think about this, but he would rather have the full Committee 
discuss this since it is a policy change for this year.   He suggested that Mr. Matheny continue by 
researching a floating holiday versus a regular vacation day.      
 
Mrs. Cregar stated that the last sentence in the letter regarding the staff morale was important.   
Mayor Kneski explained that other municipalities are able to give raises because they have high 
ratables, while East Amwell is very small and only has one large ratable.   He wanted to be open 
minded for the staff to let them know that they are appreciated; however, he explained that “we 
can’t say we can do it until all other colleagues have discussed it.”   Mayor Kneski asked Mr. 
Matheny to have some alternatives available for the next meeting. 
 
Deputy Mayor Lenox stated that “this would not fly in the private sector.”   She commented on 
her own position (at the state): she is facing 10 furlough days this year; she hasn’t received a 
raise in 8 years; she commented on health insurance availability;  she has to purchase her own 
coffee and water.  She concluded that these are hard times and this is the sign of the times, noting 
that employees are lucky to have jobs.   She suggested that the staff wait until next year. 
 
A decision was made to put this item on the agenda for continued discussion at the next meeting 
when all Township Committee members are present.    All agreed that there were two sides of 
the discussion. 
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 6) Route 202 Road Work Project (7/13 Email from NJ DOT):  Mr. Matheny explained 
that the project will begin at the end of this week, and it involves the replacement of a deck on 
Route 202.    There should be no road closings, and he noted a prior presentation at the Township 
Committee by members of the NJ DOT. 
 
 7) Mileage Reimbursement Policy:  Mr. Matheny commented on reviewing bills as part 
of his job to determine expenses.    He questioned a recent submission of mileage expenses, and 
Mr. Doddy provided his response.    Mr. Matheny explained that there is no procedure for 
submission of vouchers, although there is a requirement to submit a voucher for mileage 
payment, noting that construction staff members get paid for mileage from the building or home 
to the project, whichever is shorter.  The construction staff currently uses inspection logs, noting 
how many miles they travel, but there is no explanation of where they are traveling from and to, 
i.e., therefore raising the recent question about a difference in two inspection mile charges for 
inspections on the same property.    The remainder of the staff members have always used a 
standardized form showing date, travel to and from, and number of miles.    The intent of policy 
4.5 is to make sure that everyone, including Construction officials, uses the same form.  Mayor 
Kneski agreed that a standardized form made sense. 
 
Motion by Deputy Mayor Lenox, seconded by Mrs. Cregar, and it was carried unanimously to 
adopt Policy #4.5, Mileage Reimbursement Procedure. 
 
Deputy Mayor Lenox appreciated receiving Mr. Doddy’s letter explaining “a day in the life of a 
Construction Official.” 
 
 
STANDING COMMITTEE REPORTS 
 
ENVIRONMENTAL COMMISSION:    
 
 1) Request for Appointment of Student, Non-Voting Member: Environmental 
Commission Chairman Mike Petrus was present during this discussion. 
 
The Committee referenced the 6/30 email chain from Mr. Petrus, with an answer from Attorney 
Cushing on the topic. 
 
Mr. Petrus explained that having a student member on the Recycling Committee is a great value, 
and having such a member on the Environmental Commission would also be a benefit.  When he 
attended the Earth Day fair at the East Amwell Township School, he solicited names of students 
for both boards.   Having a student member will help with manning the booth at the 4H fair, 
providing educational support, helping with Clawson Park, and being a liaison to the 
Environmental Club.   
 
Mayor Kneski asked Attorney Kopen for a statement.   She explained that a student member 
would be a non-voting member and would not count toward a quorum; however, they could be 
involved in discussions and work as liaisons and participate.    It was agreed that student 
members would be beneficial, and it would give them an opportunity to see how government 
works.    Ms. Kopen agreed that the Township Committee could formalize the participation of 
the non-voting student member by an adopted motion. 
 
Motion by Deputy Mayor Lenox, seconded by Mrs. Cregar, and it was carried unanimously to 
advise the Environmental Commission that the Township Committee of East Amwell Township 
supports their request to appoint non-voting student members to the Environmental Commission. 
 
 2) Sustainable Jersey Update:  Environmental Commission Secretary Corboy notified the 
Clerk today that the Environmental Commission expects to act as lead in this initiative.   The 
Commission discussed membership groups but has not recommended individual members yet.    
They were unable to discuss the topic in detail at their June meeting, but it is on the agenda for 
their July meeting.    The Township Committee will have a resolution for their August 13 
meeting to participate in the program. 
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NEW BUSINESS 
 
RECEIPT OF THE 2009 AUDIT:   Copies of the audit were provided to the governing body by 
Auditors from WithumSmith & Brown today.    A resolution of receipt of the audit will be 
placed on the August 13, 2009, agenda. 
 
 
REQUEST FROM AMWELL VALLEY FIRE COMPANY FOR FIREWORKS PERMIT FOR 
2009 HARVEST FEST ON SEPTEMBER 12, 2009 (RAIN DATE SEPTEMBER 13, 2009) 
 
This is the annual request for the fireworks for the autumn event at the fire house. 
 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
     RESOLUTION #113-09 
 
 WHEREAS, there is a Harvest Fest in East Amwell Township held each fall at the 
Amwell Valley Fire Company in Ringoes; and 
 
 WHEREAS, there has been a request for a resolution of approval from the governing 
body of the Township of East Amwell to have a fireworks display at the event; and 
 
 WHEREAS, an application for permit to the New Jersey Department of Community 
Affairs, Division of Fire Safety, has been made by the Amwell Valley Fire Company for a 
fireworks display on Saturday, September 12, 2009, with a rain date of Sunday, September 13, 
2009; 
 
 WHEREAS, Garden States Fireworks, a New Jersey operator approved by the Amwell 
Valley Fire Company, will be displaying the fireworks and complying with the requirements of 
the New Jersey Division of Fire Safety’s permit; and 
 
 WHEREAS, a certificate of additional insured has been obtained from the Amwell 
Valley Fire Company’s insurance carrier, naming East Amwell Township to their coverage; 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Township Committee of the Township 
of East Amwell grants permission for the public fireworks display in the municipality at the 2009 
Harvest Fest. 
 
      By Order of the Township Committee, 
 
      ________________________ 
      Peter Kneski, Mayor 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
Motion by Deputy Mayor Lenox, seconded by Mrs. Cregar, and it was carried unanimously to 
approve the resolution authorizing the fireworks display. 
   
 
MUNICIPAL ALLIANCE RENEWAL APPLICATION 2010  
 
The Clerk explained that East Amwell Township, along with other sending districts to Hunterdon 
Central Regional High School, has participated in the drug awareness alliance since the 1990’s.   
A motion authorizing participation is requested for 2010. 
 
Motion by Mrs. Cregar, seconded by Deputy Mayor Lenox, and it was carried unanimously to 
participate in the 2010 Municipal Alliance. 
 
 
EMAIL EXCHANGE BETWEEN MAYOR AND RESIDENT BUFF BARR ON TRAP, 
NEUTER, AND RELEASE PROGRAMS FOR CATS AND A REQUEST FOR A 
HUNTERDON COUNTY SHELTER 
 
Mayor Kneski explained that the Clerk sent away for and received a complimentary copy of the 
book entitled “Redemption,” and it was available for the Committee members to read.     He 
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wanted to wait until the full Township Committee was present at the August meeting to further 
discuss the topic and consider whether they wanted to take action or not.   Mayor Kneski also 
noted that Committee member Tatsch is familiar with the trap, neuter and release program, and 
he will be able to contribute to the discussion. 
 
 
AMUSEMENT GAME LICENSES FOR 4H FAIR – MICHAEL STURGIS – 10 GAMES AG-
09-04 THROUGH AG09-13 
 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
     RESOLUTION #114-09  
 
 WHEREAS, South County Park, property belonging to the County of Hunterdon, is 
located in the Township of East Amwell; and 
   
 WHEREAS, South County Park is now the location of the annual Hunterdon County 4H 
Agricultural Fair, and amusement games play an important part in the entertainment at the fair; 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Township Committee of the 
Township of East Amwell approves the following amusement game applications, which conform 
to local ordinances: 
    

Applications # AG 09-04; AG 09-05; AG 09-06; AG 09-07;AG 09-08;  
  AG 09-09; AG 09-10; AG 09-11; AG 09-12; AG 09-13: 

  Michael Sturgis, 5279 Isla Key Blvds., St. Petersburg, FL 33715 
  Hunterdon County 4H Fair/South County Park, 1207 Route 179, 
   Lambertville, NJ 08530 
  From August 19, 2009, through August 23, 2009 from 10 a.m. – 10 p.m. 
  Balloon Darts; Balloon Darts; Balloon Darts; Balloon Darts; Basketball; 
  Basketball; Knock Down Cat; Break Bottle; Fish Pond; Shoot Out Star 
 
      By Order of the Township Committee, 
 
      ___________________________ 
      Peter Kneski, Mayor  
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
Motion by Deputy Mayor Lenox, seconded by Mrs. Cregar, and it was carried unanimously to 
approve the resolution. 
 
 
AMUSEMENT GAME LICENSES FOR 4H FAIR – DONNA AND JUDY COOKE – 2 
GAMES (AG09-14 & AG09-15) 
 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++  
     RESOLUTION #115-09 
 
 WHEREAS, South County Park, property belonging to the County of Hunterdon, is 
located in the Township of East Amwell; and 
   
 WHEREAS, South County Park is now the location of the annual Hunterdon County 4H 
Agricultural Fair, and amusement games play an important part in the entertainment at the fair; 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Township Committee of the 
Township of East Amwell approves the following amusement game applications, which conform 
to local ordinances: 
    

Applications # AG 09-14; AG 09-15: 
  Donna Cooke, 41 Jerome Place, Wayne, NJ 07470 
  Hunterdon County 4H Fair/South County Park, 1207 Route 179, 
   Lambertville, NJ 08530 
  Water Gun and Roll the Ball 
  From August 19, 2009 through August 23, 2009 from 10 a.m. – 10 p.m. 
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      By Order of the Township Committee, 
 
      ___________________________ 
      Peter Kneski, Mayor  
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
Motion by Mrs. Cregar, seconded by Deputy Mayor Lenox, and it was carried unanimously to 
approve the resolution. 
 
 
HAY CROP DISCUSSION WITH RESIDENT/FARMER BILL DUFOSSE   This item will be 
held until Mr. duFosse arrives.     
 
 
ADMINISTRATIVE REPORTS 
 
TREASURER LUHRS presented the bills of the evening and a statement of cash on hand.   
Motion by Mrs. Cregar, seconded by Deputy Mayor Lenox, and it was carried unanimously to 
approve the bills of the evening. 
 
The Treasurer also provided a June 30, 2009, budget appropriations summary, a June 2009 
Revenue Report, and the 2009 Second Quarter Receipts and Disbursements Report.  She did not 
have any resolutions to present. 
 
TAX  COLLECTOR HYLAND presented the June 2009 Municipal Receipts and Disbursements 
Report.  She had no resolutions to offer. 
 
All other reports listed on the agenda were noted without comment. 
 
 
OPEN TO THE PUBLIC 
 
Motion by Deputy Mayor Lenox, seconded by Mrs. Cregar, and it was carried unanimously to 
open to the public for comments. 
 
Andrea Bonette, 17 Ridge Road, suggested that the Board of Health may have some comments 
about the trap, neuter, and release program.    Mayor Kneski stated that was why he wanted to 
wait for discussion until Mr. Tatsch (also a member of the Board of Health) was present. 
 
Motion by Deputy Mayor Lenox, seconded by Mrs. Cregar, and it was carried unanimously to 
close to the public. 
 
 
CORRESPONDENCE 
 
Mayor Kneski commented on an email from the New Jersey Department of the Public Advocate 
providing information on the rights of tenants during foreclosure, including the right to remain 
on site for a certain amount of time.   The Advocate’s Office has information about publications, 
and they asked that a link to their website be placed on the Township’s website.   Mayor Kneski 
was advising the governing body of this request; the Clerk will make sure the information is put 
on the Township’s website. 
 
 
NEW BUSINESS, Continued 
 
HAY CROP DAMAGE    Deputy Mayor Lenox said she was able to give a brief overview about 
Mr. duFosse’s concerns, and she agreed to provide it since Mr. duFosse was not yet present.   
She explained that the property is a preserved farm on Cider Mill Road, and because the DPW 
did not mow soon enough, the weeds on the banks turned to seed and spread to contaminate the 
crops.   The hay crop cannot be insured, and in one particular year, a crop which should have 
produced 4,500 bales only produced 800 bales.   The weeds are also destroying soy beans.  
Deputy Mayor Lenox noted that the area is so bad that even a newly planted hay crop was ruined 
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when the bad seed returned.    The continuous damage was discussed with County Agent 
Mickels, and he agreed that the weeds are a problem.     Deputy Mayor Lenox noted that the 
DPW is short-handed, but she suggested that they mow in areas where farms are located as a first 
priority. 
 
Attorney Kopen left the meeting at this time. 
 
Mayor Kneski stated that he has spoken with the Township Administrator about the problem, 
including the safety issues (i.e., poor visibility with weeds jutting out into the road).   He also 
noted that the DPW should focus in on land adjacent to farms to alleviate the problem.    He 
commented on the DPW being short-handed, especially since they have been doing prep work on 
the road projects.  He mentioned contracting out for mowing in the past, and he suggested that 
the Township Committee look at the issue for next year, and possibly consider mowing a couple 
of times. 
 
Bill duFosse, Welisewitz Road, arrived at this time.   Over the past four or five years, he has 
commented to the DPW and to the Agricultural Advisory Committee about having the banks 
mowed earlier before the grass matures, goes to seed, and contaminates the fields.  He stated that 
every year his fields get worse.   He believed that the DPW should be mowing the banks in May 
so the weeds do not turn to seed; he agreed that there may be re-growth and a second cutting may 
or may not be needed.     
 
Mr. duFosse explained that by letting the weeds grow (i.e., Cider Mill Road was not cut until 
July), it was too late to stop the spread of seeds, and damage is already done to crops.  He 
provided information on his property, with the following highlights:    he is still fighting to get 
his fields in shape from past contamination; he has time and money loss from tainted hay crops; 
he put in a new crop of hay last September, and it is the worst crop yet since the seeds from the 
banks germinated in the ground; he provided financial information on the crops (e.g., on one 
field, he should have generated 1,200 bales of hay to sell at $5/bale, he generated only 720 bales 
and could only sell 270 as true hay and the rest, if he could sell, would be for mulch only; the 
mushroom market (where one used to be able to sell mulch hay) has dried up and if the mulch 
hay could be sold, the price has dropped from $110 per ton to $80 per ton and must be 
transported to Pennsylvania; Mr. duFosse has been using Round-Up, which he would prefer not 
to do, and it will still take 2 – 3 years to straighten out the field.     
 
Mr. duFosse provided information on a second parcel of land, a 9 acre piece behind the barn.   
He explained that the “barnyard grass” is a fine wiry grass, which is carried in a light wind and 
blows about a quarter of a mile.   You are able to discern the distribution of the seed and see the 
wind pattern in his crops.   His top fields are hit the worse.  He tried a new seeding, but that did 
not work either.    He spoke about thistle being present on 30 acres of land, i.e., a 17 acre and a 
13 acre lot.  He gave statistics of getting an average of 150 bales of hay an acre, which should 
have been 4,500 bales, and he only produced 800 bales of mulch hay, providing only 10% of the 
compensation he should have produced.  Mr. duFosse concluded that this is causing a financial 
hardship; he would try different crops, but his equipment is only for hay and straw production.   
 
Deputy Mayor Lenox asked Mr. duFosse what County Agent Mickels told him.   Mr. duFosse 
was given the name of a woman at the NJ Department of Agriculture.  He was also transferred to 
the Division of Plant Industry, and he spoke with two representatives there.   All were in 
agreement with Mr. duFosse that the banks should be mowed earlier.     The State also provided 
Mr. duFosse with specific statutory information that anyone knowingly allowing weeds to blow 
ia responsible for crop damage, and there are heavy fines associated with this; he provided this 
information to the governing body. 
 
Further comments were exchanged by the Township Committee and Mr. duFosse, with the 
following highlights:    Mayor Kneski commented on DPW involvement with the capital road 
projects, which delayed mowing; he did advise the Administrator of the safety concerns and the 
farming concerns, including Cider Mill Road; Mayor Kneski suggested considering contracting 
for road bank mowing next year; the Mayor also suggested mowing near fields as a priority; Mr. 
Matheny explained that there is only one boom mower, and while there was some discussion in 
the past about getting some parts for an older tractor to assist, this was not feasible (i.e., parts 
could not be obtained); after the Mayor talked with him, Mr. Matheny authorized overtime for 
the mowing to be done on Saturdays -  however, there is still only one machine even if there are 
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two operators;  Mr. duFosse again recommended cutting in May to keep growth under control 
and doing another cutting if it is determined that the grass will turn to seed; Mr. Matheny also 
noted the long rainy season being experienced, matting down the grass; how the DPW 
determines the mowing pattern is unknown, although they prefer to finish one area rather than 
moving from area to area; Mayor Kneski suggested breaking the Township into sectors, and 
mowing near the most affected farms and safety areas as high priorities – he suggested that DPW 
Superintendent Kadezabek may want to consider the sectoring. 
 
Mr. Matheny agreed that there were safety and crop concerns, but “there was no good answer,” 
especially since there is only one mower.   He further explained that the mower blades are no 
longer being made, and this will be a problem going forth.   Mayor Kneski asked Mr. Matheny to 
work with Mr. Kadezabek to determine the best solution, e.g., more overtime, contracting out for 
certain areas, hiring part time help to double shift, etc.   Mr. Matheny said that the Township 
looked into renting another mower in the past, and companies do not rent this type of machine 
because of the increased possibility of damage to the unit.   The Committee and Mr. duFosse 
shared comments on types of equipment suitable for bank mowing and possibly looking at 
rentals in Lancaster County, where there may be more options.    All agreed that the problem 
exists, and it may be cheaper to purchase a second mower at a significant price rather than being 
subject to high fines by the State for crop damage. 
 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
There being no further business, a motion was made by Mrs. Cregar, seconded by Deputy Mayor 
Lenox, and it was carried unanimously to adjourn the meeting at 8:45 p.m. 
 
  
        ____________________________ 
        Teresa R. Stahl, RMC/CMC 
        Municipal Clerk 
 
 


