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The regular meeting of the East Amwell Township Committee was called to order at 7:30 p.m.
Present were Mayor Peter Kneski, Deputy Mayor Linda F. Lenox, and Committee members
Patricia Cregar, C. Larry Tatsch, and Timothy Martin. Township Administrator Timothy
Matheny and Attorney Richard Cushing were also in attendance.

In compliance with the Open Public Meetings Act, Municipal Clerk Teresa R. Stahl announced
that this is a regularly scheduled meeting, pursuant to the resolution adopted on January 4, 2009,
and a meeting notice published in the Hunterdon County Democrat issue of January 8, 2009. A
copy of the agenda for this meeting was forwarded to the Hunterdon County Democrat, Times of
Trenton, Star Ledger, Courier News, posted on the bulletin board, and filed in the Clerk’s Office
on September 8, 2009.

The meeting opened with the Pledge of Allegiance to the American Flag.
AGENDA REVIEW

No changes were made.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

A. The next scheduled Recycling Depot is on October 3, 2009, from 8 a.m. - 11 a.m. on the
municipal lot. There is NO DEPOT on November 7, 2009.

B. The East Amwell Township Historic Preservation Committee will hold a special
presentation on the American Revolution on Sunday, September 13, 2009, at 2 p.m. at the
East Amwell municipal building. The public is invited to attend.

C. The Historic Preservation Committee is working on a pictorial history of the Township.
If you would like to share your old (1700-1970) photos, please contact Paul Sterchele at
@comcast.net or Kat Cannelongo at 908:892-9558.

D. The Recreation Committee will sponsor their Music in the Park Concert at the Marion F.
Clawson Memorial Park on Saturday, October 3, from 3 p.m. — 5:30 p.m.  Mark your
calendars for this event.

E. Hunterdon County Utilities Authority will hold a household Electronics Collection Day on
Saturday, September 19, 2009 from 9 a.m. — 1 p.m. at the Route 12 Complex in Flemington.
Call 908:788-1110 for details. ~ The next Hunterdon County Hazardous Waste Day will be
on November 14, 2009. Look for details to follow or contact hcua@co.hunterdon.nj.us

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

August 13, 2009, Regular Minutes were approved on a motion by Deputy Mayor Lenox,
seconded by Mrs. Cregar, and carried unanimously.

August 13, 2009, Executive (Litigation, Possible Litigation, Land Acquisition, Contracts,
Attorney Advice) were approved on a motion by Mr. Tatsch, seconded by Mr. Martin, and
carried unanimously.

OPEN TO THE PUBLIC (for Comments from the Public for Items Not on the Agenda)

Andrea Bonette, 17 Ridge Road, was fascinated that someone would remember exactly what she
said at a particular meeting. She clarified that at no time was she representing the Stormwater
Management Committee when discussing the McGee's. Mrs. Bonette has not seen the
retraction to the letter read into last month's record from the Monroes. Mrs. Bonette explained
that she was Mayor when a decision was made about a dog kennel issue; it was before the
Township's zoning board when Attorney Fred Allen served, and it was also before the Warren
County Superior Court, referencing a statement from the Judge. She commented on questions
asked, allegations made, discussions on record, and "people in alternate universes." Mrs.
Bonette asked about getting a copy of the latest letter from the Monroes, as listed on the agenda.


mailto:jackiester@comcast.net�

EAST AMWELL TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE SEPTEMBER 10, 2009 PAGE 2

The Mayor asked that she be provided with a copy, and Mrs. Bonette agreed to contact the Clerk
by email to receive a copy.

Carole McGee, 11 Rosemont-Ringoes Road, reiterated that it was clear that Andrea Bonette did
not represent the Stormwater Management Committee in comments on the McGee property.
Mrs. McGee read a letter into the record, as attached to this set of minutes, stating that it was an
answer to the three-page Seramba letter read into the record at the last meeting. She believes
that Mr. Seramba is defaming her and her husband's character with accusations, and she provided
factual information on flooding on her property over the last two years. The letter also detailed
the following: a failing berm on the Seramba/Serafin property; the dirt bike jumping structures
on that property; the unwillingness of the Zoning Officer to enforce the Stormwater Management
Ordinance; flooding problems on four properties on Route 604; a March 18, 2008, meeting with
Soil Conservation; an appeal to the Zoning Officer to have "illegal activity" ceased on the
Seramba property or cite with another violation.

John Seramba, 111 John Ringo Road, commented negatively on the problems. Mayor Kneski
asked for a brief update (see August 13, 2009 for background information). Mr. Seramba
explained, as follows: there is a meeting at Hunterdon County on Tuesday, September 15, 2009,
at 3:30 p.m. to discuss alternatives; there was a previous meeting on August 25 with property
owner Santos, Mr. Seramba, and Hugh McGee; County Engineer John Glynn suggested
reconfiguring the berm, going onto the Santos property to divert water; Mr. Seramba felt that the
truth was that the McGee's do not like the dirt bike riding; Mr. Seramba continued by naming all
those present at the meeting, including many neighbors and county representatives; the real
problem is that the existing berm on the Stahl property has many breaks; water accumulation on
Route 604 is a safety issue, and if the neighbors do not cooperate, the County will force a
solution.

Mr. Seramba added additional names of people present at the previous County meeting, stating
that the matter would be resolved on September 15 at the 3:30 p.m. meeting; the issue to to make
sure that the Route 604 safety issue is corrected. There was some indication at the meeting that
trees planted and a shed built in the drainage easements on the McGee and Swanzer properties
were improperly diverting water.

Mr. Seramba continued by commenting on the dirt bike track, which really includes a mound of
stored dirt he uses for farming and is moved between gardens; his son rides on it once in a while
with some friends. He was tired of accusations that there is "some type of motor cross racing"
on the property, and the riding has nothing to do with correcting problems on Route 604, which
is caused by sub-berm issues on some other properties. He hoped that with the County's help,
the issues will be resolved. He mentioned that Mr. Stahl did not attend the County meeting.

Mr. Seramba concluded by stating that he is tired of complaints about the dirt bike track,
including having people coming on his property and taping his child. Mr. Seramba commented
on not bothering the neighbors about what they do on their property, adding that it is up to the
town to decide what goes on, not the neighbor, commenting negatively on neighbors' complaints.
He concluded that he wanted the issues resolved, and he will give an update to the Mayor and
Deputy Mayor after the September 15 meeting. He agreed that if he was required to fix
anything, he would, but he believed that the main problems are the breaks in the berm on the
Stahl property, and an alternative is required. The County wanted to enact a repair before winter
ice conditions are a safety issue on Route 604. Mayor Kneski commented favorably on County
involvement.

Frances Gavigan, 123 Wertsville Road, referenced the July 16, 2009 minutes wherein Mrs.
Bonette stated that the McGees contacted her as Chair of the Stormwater Management
Committee. Ms. Gavigan continued, with the following highlights: she spoke about using logic
about people riding on properties, noting that horse jumps, riding trails, bike trails, Amwell
Valley Trails or any type of network trails would be affected; Mrs. McGee's time line coincides
with permits for a back deck; she commented on county involvement, not township, in the
matter, and stormwater management regulations do not apply; she "applauded” Mayor Kneski
and Deputy Mayor Lenox for addressing issues; she asked that the citation for the track be re-
evaluated and rescinded and spoke about acknowledging mistakes; she spoke about thorough
statements in her letter; she mentioned that the reason that the Monroes rescinded their August
13, 2009, letter (by way of their August 19th email) was to prevent criticism of the Clerk; she
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commented on regulations, which could be extrapolated to include horses and 4 x 4's; she
mentioned the county meeting, "where county members will not tolerate the problem™ and want
it fixed; she was grateful for Mr. Matheny's central leadership, looking forward to more things;
she mentioned that this is an issue of principle and not a political issue; she concluded by asking
again that a note stating that the citation (for the dirt bike track) was formally rescinded be
placed in the files.

Richard Spiegel, 1 Mountain Road, called the Administrator about a ditch problem on Mountain
Road, close to Rileyville involving a cross over pipe; he never received a call back. He also
contacted the Mayor about the problem. Mr. Spiegel was out of town for a month, and nothing
has been done. He explained that the last time the ditch was cleaned was in 2004, when he
cleaned it in four hours using various tools, and the DPW picked up the debris. He noted that
any precipitation this winter would cause a glacier problem, and he has seen a lot more
mosquitoes in the area, commenting on West Nile Virus health aspect.

Mr. Matheny did speak with the DPW Superintendent about the matter. Mr. Spiegel felt that the
Administrator should provide administrative responsibilities and not let the department heads run
the department. He further mentioned his involvement in bringing the Administrator position to
the township, stating he had done his homework on this, i.e., the Administrator takes the policy
set by the Township Committee and administers the town.  Mr. Spiegel said that the weeds in
the ditch are five feet now, it is the worst he has ever seen it, and he commented on the DPW not
working on this problem. Mayor Kneski asked Mr. Matheny to make this a priority.

Mr. Spiegel spoke about looking for a replacement for the DPW supervisor when he was sitting
in Mr. Martin's seat on the Committee, commenting that the DPW "was outside the law" since a
past Supervisor was not certified, as state mandated. When looking at applications, it was noted
that a DPW Superintendent could be appointed and take the required courses and become
certified.  Mayor Kneski explained that the Township has 18 months to secure a certified
CPWM for the vacated position.  Mr. Spiegel stated that the previous Superintendent was not
certified when he resigned but was close to achieving certification. = He commented on not
hiring a Superintendent as a budgetary issue, noting the importance of paying the correct pay
scale for positions. On a question from Mr. Spiegel, Mr. Matheny stated that the acting DPW
Superintendent was getting the correct pay scale for the position.  Mr. Spiegel asked that the
Township get the job done, and Mayor Kneski reiterated that this would be a priority.

Mr. Spiegel asked Deputy Mayor Lenox about the tree harvesting ordinance that the Planning
Board was working on at this time. She explained that the work has been going on for two and a
half years and the ordinance is being reworded to bring it more in line with the stormwater
management ordinance.

Tim Mathews, 72 Linvale Road, lived in the Township for 10 years. He complained about a
pipe on his road, and he asked how work was prioritized. He talked with the Acting DPW
Superintendent and was not satisfied with his answer, commenting on the clogged pipe being
down stream, the functionality of the pipe, etc. Mr. Mathews felt that larger question was the
lack of responsiveness to citizen's requests.

Mr. Mathews also felt that the Planning Board should consider meeting with forest management
members in developing the tree ordinance. Deputy Mayor Lenox suggested that interested
members of the public may attend the Planning Board meetings on the second Wednesday, and
the tree ordinance is still being drafted.

Motion by Mr. Tatsch, seconded by Deputy Mayor Lenox, and it was carried unanimously to
close to the public at 8:10 p.m.

INTRODUCTION OF ORDINANCES/PUBLIC HEARINGS

Introduction Of Ordinances - None

Public Hearings:
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ORDINANCE 09-10 AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 92, ARTICLE V,
ENTITLED "DEVELOPMENT APPLICATION REVIEW PROCEDURES," SECTIONS 92-27
THROUGH 92-29 AND SECTION 92-39, AND CHAPTER 92, ARTICLE VII, SECTION 92-
93 (RESERVED); OF THE TOWNSHIP OF EAST AMWELL, COUNTY OF HUNTERDON,
STATE OF NEW JERSEY TO IMPLEMENT NATURAL RESOURCE LIMITATION AND
CAPABILITIES REGULATION TO CALCULATE MAXIMUM PERMITTED UNIT YIELD

As proof of publication, the Clerk provided a copy of the legal notice from the August 20, 2009,
issue of the Hunterdon County Democrat. The ordinance has been posted and available to the
public since introduction on August 13, 2009.

Mayor Kneski introduced Charles Newcomb from the firm of Banisch and Associates, who
provided a brief summary of the ordinance and displayed a map for public view.

Mr. Newcomb explained that since 2005 the Planning Board has been revising the land use plan
with the goal of addressing environmental concerns and to establish residential densities and
non-residential densities in relationship to carrying capacities. This will allow applicants to the
Planning Board or the Board of Adjustment to file applications and use carrying capacity rather
than using zoning and densities to determine yield or floor areas. There are many environmental
constraints to be considered, and calculating the constraints works well; it has been used
successfully in other municipalities, including Bedminster and Washington Township in Morris
County as two examples. Constraints include wetlands, flood plain areas, streams and stream
corridors, slopes 12% and greater, transition areas, and C1 - stream corridors.

Mr. Newcomb used an example of a 75 acre parcel with specific constraints applied in ratio, i.e.,
1 to 1 for flood plains, wetlands, streams, and stream corridors, 1 to 1 for areas of slopes 25% or
greater, .75 for each acre of slopes greater than 12% but less than 25% and wetlands transition
areas, and .50 for each acre of 300 foot buffer to Category 1 waters. Using the proposed
formula in the example, the carrying capacity on the property was reduced from 75 acres to 42
acres, as detailed by Mr. Newcomb. He further explained that this will allow property owners
to better lay out their lots without minutia and plan revision, therefore, reducing soft costs for
engineering.

Mr. Tatsch asked if this applied only to major subdivisions. Mr. Newcomb explained that it also
applied to minor subdivisions and site plans.

Motion by Mr. Tatsch, seconded by Mrs. Cregar, and it was carried unanimously to open to the
public for comments on Ordinance 09-10.

Richard Spiegel, 1 Mountain Road, asked about the C-1 buffers and specific distances; Mr.
Newcomb explained that it was 300 feet from the high water mark on each side of the stream.

Tim Mathews, 72 Linvale Road, asked for a definition of a minor subdivision; Mr. Newcomb
explained that it was two lots or less. The ordinance did not apply to a property owner building
a barn or shed.

Motion by Deputy Mayor Lenox, seconded by Mr. Tatsch, and it was carried unanimously to
close to the public.

Ordinance 09-10 was adopted on a motion by Mrs. Cregar, seconded by Mr. Tatsch, and it was
carried unanimously by roll call vote: Mr. Martin, yes; Mr. Tatsch, yes; Mrs. Cregar, yes; Ms.
Lenox, yes; Mr. Kneski, yes.

ORDINANCE 09-11 AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND THE CODE OF EAST AMWELL
TOWNSHIP, CHAPTER 81, FLOOD DAMAGE PREVENTION, BY REPEALING THE
EXISTING ORDINANCE AND CREATING ANEW THE FLOOD DAMAGE PREVENTION
ORDINANCE

As proof of publication, the Clerk provided a copy of the legal notice from the August 20, 2009,
issue of the Hunterdon County Democrat. The ordinance has been posted and available to the
public since introduction on August 13, 2009.
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Mayor Kneski explained that the Township Engineer worked on the ordinance and it will bring it
into guidelines the FEMA regulations. Key components include digital maps, which were
updated; the enforcement officer is the Construction Official, and appeals will be heard by the
Board of Adjustment.

Mr. Tatsch commented on working with the Township Engineer to go over raw data to evaluate
the accuracy for FEMA to include in the new maps.

Motion by Mr. Martin, seconded by Mr. Tatsch, and it was carried unanimously to open to the
public for comments.

Tim Mathews, 72 Linvale Road, asked about the cost of the digital maps. There was no cost for
the maps, which were supplied by FEMA; however, there were engineering costs to review the
updated maps and to work on the ordinance itself.

Mr. Tatsch explained that the Township must adopt the Ordinance by September 25 or the
Township residents may not be eligible for flood insurance.

Motion by Mr. Tatsch, seconded by Deputy Mayor Lenox, and it was carried unanimously to
close to the public.

Ordinance 09-10 was adopted on a motion by Mr. Tatsch, seconded by Deputy Mayor Lenox,
and it was carried unanimously by roll call vote: Mr. Martin, yes; Mr. Tatsch, yes; Mrs. Cregar,
yes; Ms. Lenox, yes; Mr. Kneski, yes.

SPECIAL DISCUSSIONS - None
SPECIAL COMMITTEE REPORTS
CLAWSON PARK ADVISORY COMMITTEE

Mrs. Cregar stated that the Advisory Committee met two weeks ago, and Will Harrison, Terry
Welsh, and Dick Ginman will provide an update.

Terry Welsh, 4 Iron Horse Drive, explained that his house backs up to the park, and he provided
a video he took during a recent rain event. He explained that the water collects on the walking
paths and does not "hit" the basins. The detention basins are holding a lot of water and are
working well, but they fill up fast. He explained a portion of the tape showing water coming
down onto Iron Horse Drive near the gas pipeline, out of a natural swale onto Iron Horse,
causing a lot of flooding along Iron Horse up to the Cregar’s property. He commented on the
excessive run-off and the erosion on the water path on the northwest side; the erosion is a safety
hazard. He mentioned attempts to blacktop the paths (in the front of the park); however, where
the blacktop interfaces with the unpaved surface there are "major stumbling hazards" as a safety
concern also.  The ice skating area is not draining well, which is another issue and the trails on
the north side of the park are shot.

Mayor Kneski asked about the majority of the run off going over the top embankment of the
basin; the issue is that the run off bypasses the retention basin.  Dick Ginman mentioned the
safety aspects of the trails.

Will Harrison provided commentary, with the following highlights: the four year old park is a
beautiful one, but there are some issues with the egregious rain over the long term, including
outbursts of erosion, which is unsightly and dangerous; the Township must commit to a long
term repair; the advisory committee contacted Steve Souza, who is a park neighbor and President
of Princeton Hydro; Mr. Harrison and Dr. Souza visited the site and reviewed the drainage
design flaws; Princeton Hydro provided their July 14, 2009, proposal, which was revised on
September 9, 2009; Mr. Harrison referred to maps on display showing drainage on one side of
the park going toward the detention basins and onto Iron Horse Road and the other half of the
park draining towards the pond on Sandra Road. Princeton Hydro's proposal suggests site
investigation and identification of stormwater problems as Phase I. One of the issues is the run
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off in the back of the park near the walking trails, which misses the catch basin and is causing
erosion - installing a swale is a consideration; there is another issue of elevation problems as
shown by the contours, which is causing "a muddy swamp" - this is not a top priority but should
be addressed.

Mr. Harrison continued, as follows: he was looking for a commitment from the Township
Committee to maintain the park and correct the drainage issues "to do it right" and start moving
on it; he stated that this should have been done four years ago, however, now there are
preliminary plans to do the engineering work, and he asked how to proceed. Mrs. Cregar felt
that there may be a need to get another quote, and she asked Mr. Matheny for information. Mr.
Matheny stated that the original plan from the advisory committee was to get some free
information, and he reminded them that the Township does have an engineer, who should be
involved. He stated that quotes were necessary over $3,150 and bids over $21,000.

Mr. Harrison stated that it did not matter who did the work, but he would like commitment for
the project, i.e., how to implement and over what time period, whether or not to ask tax payers to
fund over the next five or six years, having the DPW do the work in-house, etc. He asked again
that a commitment be made by the governing body to make a definite plan how to do the work
incrementally, no matter how many years it takes, to alleviate the tripping and falling hazards.
He concluded that there is a problem that needs to be fixed, the Township should hire whom they
want, and the advisory committee will work in any way to get it moving.

Mayor Kneski said that the pictures were "worth a thousand words," showing impacts to the park
and the neighbors. He spoke about commitment and seeing what improvements were necessary,
adding that implementation may be another issue.

Mr. Ginman commented on two issues, the miniscule one of saving the trails, obtaining free
advice and subsequently receiving a proposal.  He suggested that the real problem is to solve
the park problems and address the problem brought up by Mr. Welsh about the drainage onto
Iron Horse. He spoke about the problems to be addressed by an engineer, about activities on one
of the properties in the area which changed drainage angles, and about realigning the pipe to
correct the flow. The Acting DPW Superintendent previously suggested that re-grading to have
the run-off reach the catch basin was a simple solution; Mr. Ginman suggested that the Township
might want to discuss this with the Township Engineer and the Attorney.  Mr. Ginman also
spoke with Mr. Tatsch about the drainage on the other side of the park going towards Sandra
Road, where there were other issues and possible liability. He concluded that it was up to the
governing body on how to proceed; the advisory committee is focused on the park, and members
were letting the Township Committee know about the Princeton Hydro proposal, which is
extensive; the important aspect of any proposal is to make sure that the property is retained.

Mr. Matheny commented on a previous improvement of building the berm along the property
line. All acknowledged the increase in rain this year, which contributed to the run-off
problems. Mrs. Cregar also mentioned a remark made by Dr. Souza that since the land became
a park, ground is now compacted and will not absorb water as it once did as farmland. ~ Mr.
Martin commented on the benefits of the park, but the price of development. He asked Mrs.
Cregar about park priorities; she mentioned putting up the benches in the park, problems with pet
owners handling waste, and the drainage issues, the latter being the biggest concern.

Further comments were made, with the following highlights: Mr. Harrison explained that paving
the trails was helpful, but it created other problems where the blacktop stopped and erosion
occurred; Mr. Harrison believed that Dr. Souza's involvement as a resident and a premier
hydrogeologist and having his assistance is valuable - however, he was not ruling out having the
Township engineer involved also.

Comments were made about rain garden activities; digging is scheduled for October 2 in a 100
square feet section near the pavilion, and specifics about the plants and maintenance were
mentioned. Mr. Martin asked whether the park was 100% mowed; about 50% of the park is
mowed and the remainder is in meadow. Mr. Ginman spoke about other park projects,
including dealing with the non-functioning skating rink (i.e., due to land settling, membrane
issues, etc.); one possibility is erecting a temporary rink on blacktop near the pavilion. Mr.
Ginman also cautioned about DEP involvement if conditions exist that can be considered
wetlands.
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Mr. Matheny stated that when the previous DPW Superintendent was here, there was a meeting
with the DPW Superintendent, DPW Supervisor, the Township Engineer, and the Administrator.
At that time, it was determined that re-engineering and changing drainage was necessary. As a
minor step, the berm was extended on one side of the park, and from the video tonight, it looks
like the flooding takes place where the berm stops.  Mr. Matheny explained the use of the
blacktop and re-grading near the parking area to divert water to an in-let; a pipe was also
installed in a section near the pavilion to divert water into the skating pond, which has a drain in
the center and is "marsh" like.

Mr. Matheny concluded that he is aware of the issues, e.g., the need for continued paving,
drainage issues, swales not lining up, Iron Horse Road flooding, etc.

All were in agreement that the report from Princeton Hydro was a good one, and the Township
Committee agreed to their commitment to park improvements as a process. It was
recommended that the Township Engineer evaluate the Princeton Hydro report and perhaps work
with them to bring back recommendations to the Township Committee.  Funding options were
mentioned; the Treasurer will be asked if park improvements could be funded through the Open
Space Trust Fund.

Mr. Welsh asked about a temporary fix to the areas where the blacktop stops and erosion begins.
Mr. Matheny will work with the DPW to continue blacktopping to a flatter area to minimize the
impact of erosion.

Mr. Harrison indicated that the advisory committee would continue to work for East Amwell on
all park issues.

Mayor Kneski asked about opening to the public for comments; however, it was agreed since
these were preliminary discussions, there was no need to do so at this time.

The governing body thanked the representatives from the advisory committee for their
attendance tonight.

STANDING COMMITTEE REPORTS

FARMLAND/OPEN SPACE PRESERVATION COMMITTEE

1) Authorization for Signatures on Planning Incentive Grant (PIG) Agreements for
Harrison Farm (Block 27/Lots 46 & 46.05) and DW Vineyards Farm (Block 17/Lot 16.03)

The Township received August 24, 2009, letters from the New Jersey State Agriculture
Development Committee, requesting authorization for the Mayor to sign the agreements for the
two farms listed.

++++++++
RESOLUTION #125 - 09

BE IT RESOLVED by the Township Committee of the Township of East Amwell,
County of Hunterdon, State of New Jersey, that they hereby authorize the Mayor to sign the
Planning Incentive Grant (P1G) Agreements for Harrison Farm (Block 27/Lots 46 & 46.05) and
DW Vineyards Farm (Block 17/Lot 16.03) on behalf of the Township of East Amwell.

By Order of the Township Committee,

Peter Kneski, Mayor
++++++++ -+

Motion by Deputy Mayor Lenox, seconded by Mrs. Cregar, and it was carried unanimously to
approve the resolution.

COAH
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1) Resolution to Ratify the Appointment of James Robbins as Administrative Agent

Municipal Housing Liaison (MHL) James Robbins already holds the position as administrative
agent for COAH, as part of the ordinance creating the MHL position. COAH has now asked
that a separate resolution for the appointment of the administrative agent be adopted.

Mr. Tatsch stated that Mr. Robbins has been the MHL for 2.5 years, "... has done a good job,
comes through when we need him, and worked with the Planning Board and the Planner on the
3rd round process...." He believes Mr. Robbins has some good ideas, and it is appropriate to
appoint Mr. Robbins to this position.

++++++++
RESOLUTION #126-09

Resolution Appointing a Municipal Administrative Agent

WHEREAS, the Governing Body of East Amwell Township petitioned the Council on
Affordable Housing (COAH) for substantive certification of its Housing Element and Fair Share
Plan and

WHEREAS, under authorization of the New Jersey Fair Housing Act (N.J.S.A. 52:27D-
301, et seq., hereinafter the “Act”) the Municipality is implementing a program to provide
affordable housing units to low- and moderate-income households desiring to live within the
Municipality; and

WHEREAS, at Title 5, Chapter 80, Subchapter 26 of the New Jersey Administrative
Code, the State has promulgated affordability controls in regulations designed to implement the
Act, by assuring that low- and moderate-income units that are created under the Act are occupied
by low- and moderate-income households for an appropriate period of time (the “Rules”); and

WHEREAS, Section 5:80-26.14 of the Rules provides that affordability controls shall be
administered by an administrative agent acting on behalf of a municipality; and

WHEREAS, the Municipality has selected James H. Robbins to be the Administrative
Agent for the purposes of providing affordability control services for all affordable housing
within the municipality , as included in this resolution; and

WHEREAS, The Administrative Agent shall perform the duties and responsibilities of an
administrative agent as are set forth in the Rules, including those set forth in Sections 5:80-26.14,
16 and 18 thereof, which includes:

1) Affirmative Marketing

@) Conducting an outreach process to insure affirmative marketing of affordable
housing units in accordance with the Affirmative Marketing Plan of East Amwell
Township and the provisions of N.J.A.C. 5:80-26.15;

(b) Attending continuing education opportunities on affordability controls,
compliance monitoring, and affirmative marketing as offered or approved by
COAH; and

(©) Providing counseling or contracting to provide counseling services to low and
moderate income applicants on subjects such as budgeting, credit issues,
mortgage qualification, rental lease requirements, and landlord/tenant law.

2 Household Certification

@) Soliciting, scheduling, conducting and following up on interviews with interested
households;

(b) Conducting interviews and obtaining sufficient documentation of gross income
and assets upon which to base a determination of income eligibility for a low- or
moderate-income unit;
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(3)

(4)

(5)

(6)

()

(d)

(€)

()

Providing written notification to each applicant as to the determination of
eligibility or non-eligibility;

Requiring that all certified applicants for restricted units execute a certificate
substantially in the form, as applicable, of either the ownership or rental
certificates set forth in Appendices J and K of N.J.A.C. 5:80-26.1 et. seq.;

Creating and maintaining a referral list of eligible applicant households living in
the housing region and eligible applicant households with members working in
the housing region where the units are located; and

Employing a random selection process as provided in the Affirmative Marketing
Plan of East Amwell Township when referring households for certification to
affordable units.

Affordability Controls

()

(b)

(©)

(d)
(e)

Furnishing to attorneys or closing agents forms of deed restrictions and
mortgages for recording at the time of conveyance of title of each restricted unit;

Creating and maintaining a file on each restricted unit for its control period,
including the recorded deed with restrictions, recorded mortgage and note, as
appropriate;

Ensuring that the removal of the deed restrictions and cancellation of the
mortgage note are effectuated and properly filed with the appropriate county’s
register of deeds or county clerk’s office after the termination of the affordability
controls for each restricted unit;

Communicating with lenders regarding foreclosures; and

Ensuring the issuance of Continuing Certificates of Occupancy or certifications
pursuant to N.J.A.C. 5:80-26.10.

Resale and rental

(@)

(b)

Instituting and maintaining an effective means of communicating information
between owners and the Administrative Agent regarding the availability of
restricted units for resale or rental; and

Instituting and maintaining an effective means of communicating information to
low- and moderate-income households regarding the availability of restricted
units for resale or re-rental.

Processing requests from unit owners

@) Reviewing and approving requests from owners of restricted units who wish to
take out home equity loans or refinance during the term of their ownership;

(b) Reviewing and approving requests to increase sales prices from owners of
restricted units who wish to make capital improvements to the units that would
affect the selling price, such authorizations to be limited to those improvements
resulting in additional bedrooms or bathrooms and the cost of central air
conditioning systems; and

(©) Processing requests and making determinations on requests by owners of
restricted units for hardship waivers.

Enforcement

@) Securing lists of all affordable housing units for which tax bills are mailed to

absentee owners, and notifying all such owners that they must either move back
to their unit or sell it;
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(b) Securing from all developers and sponsors of restricted units, at the earliest point
of contact in the processing of the project or development, written
acknowledgement of the requirement that no restricted unit can be offered, or in
any other way committed, to any person, other than a household duly certified to
the unit by the Administrative Agent;

(©) The posting annually in all rental properties, including two-family homes, of a
notice as to the maximum permitted rent together with the telephone number of
the Administrative Agent where complaints of excess rent can be made;

(d) Sending annual mailings to all owners of affordable dwelling units, reminding
them of the notices and requirements outlined in N.J.A.C. 5:80-26.18(d)4;

(e) Establishing a program for diverting unlawful rent payments to the municipality's
affordable housing trust fund or other appropriate municipal fund approved by
the DCA;

()] Creating and publishing a written operating manual, as approved by COAH,
setting forth procedures for administering such affordability controls; and

(9) Providing annual reports to COAH as required.

Records received, retained, retrieved, or transmitted in performance of these
administrative duties may constitute public records of East Amwell Township as defined
by N.J.S.A. 47:3-16, and are legal property of East Amwell Township . The
Administrative Agent named in this resolution must agree to administer and dispose of
such records in compliance with the State’s public records laws and associated
administrative rules.

The East Amwell Township has identified the following as public records, subject to the
above-cited provisions:

0120-0000  Affordable Housing Project File

0120-0001  Affordable Housing Project File-Approved

0120-0002  Affordable Housing Project File-Denied/Withdrawn

0120-0003  Affordable Housing Project File-Referral List

0112-0000  Affordable Housing Application File-Individual

0121-0002  Affordable Housing Application File-Certification Denied or
Expired

0122-0000  Affordable Housing Unit File

0122-0001  Affordable Housing Unit File-Mailing Notification of
Responsibilities

0123-0000  Affordable Housing Unit Inventory

0124-0000  Affordable Housing Trust Fund and/or Regional Contribution
Agreement (RCA) Bank Account

0125-0000  Enforcement File-Projects and Units

0126-0000  Monitoring Reports-Annual Submission

0127-0000  Operations Manual

(8)

Although the State has used its best efforts to identify all records which qualify as public
records, the State reserves the right to amend the above list from time to time as
warranted.

The Administrative Agent shall have authority to take all actions necessary and
appropriate to carry out its responsibilities hereunder.

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, by the Governing Body of East Amwell

Township in the County of Hunterdon and the State of New Jersey that James H. Robbins is
hereby appointed by the Governing Body of East Amwell Township as the Administrative Agent
for the administration of the affordable housing program.

By Order of the Township Committee,
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Peter Kneski, Mayor

B

Motion by Mr. Tatsch, seconded by Deputy Mayor Lenox, and it was carried unanimously to
approve the resolution.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS
TOWNSHIP ADMINISTRATOR'S REPORT

1) Energy Audit: Mr. Matheny has been in contact with Concord Engineer Design about
their report, which is forth-coming. The company contacted the Township for payment of 60%
of their costs, based on completion of the entrance interview and completed survey.

2) Card Access System Installation:  The card access system is installed and in
operation. The Township Committee has been given their access cards. The “hockey puck”
looking devices are installed on eight doors in the building, and there is a security level system in
place (i.e., who is able to access what areas). There is software available, which Mr. Matheny
can program to provide the swipe cards and fobs to users. As part of the contract, a locksmith
will be coming soon to re-key all locks (i.e., at the present time, having the keys defeats the
purpose of the access system). Master keys will allow access to all parts of the building. The
program also records who is accessing the building and who may try to access areas where they
are not permitted.

Mr. Matheny commented that the system makes it easy to enter the building now. Additionally,
he will be able to assign numbers for temporary access, and once a static IP is in place, he and
the Clerk will be able to assign numbers over the internet. The system will allow extra security,
and he is developing a policy, including having the office door to the employee area locked at all
times and only allowing the public in the office area if they are invited, etc.

3) City Connections Website: The Clerk mentioned that the site is ready to go live at
any time, and she was very pleased with results. Mr. Matheny outlined some aspects of the site,
which will allow for more public information. Mr. Tatsch envisioned having electronic
applications in the future.

4) Cifelli Inquiry from 8/13/09: Mr. Matheny referred the governing body to the 9/2
memo from the Board of Adjustment Administrative Officer and his 9/2 memo outlining details
of an item brought up at the August 13, 2009, Township Committee meeting. Administrative
Officer Andrews contacted the property owner after inquiries were made at Board of Adjustment
and Planning Board meetings. She also contacted the NJ DEP with a satisfactory response, and
Mr. Matheny concluded that progress is underway.

5) Request for Use of Roads by NJ Ride Against AIDS on 9/26/09:  Emails from the
organization explain that this is part of a 250 mile ride through New Jersey; riders will be in East
Amwell on September 26. There will be less than 50 riders, and police are aware of the event.
A motion was made by Mr. Tatsch, seconded by Deputy Mayor Lenox, and it was carried
unanimously to approve the use of East Amwell roads for this event.

6) Rescheduled Financial Administration Class: Mr. Matheny explained that the class in
New Brunswick was canceled, and his options were to attend a class in Freehold (but missing
three Township Committee meetings) or going to Burlington County, which he chose. Classes
start next week and will continue through November 30th.

7) Construction Department and Board of Health Coverage: Carolyn Fritsch is handling
the Board of Health, and "is doing a great job." Her work in this department means that there is
less coverage of Deputy Clerk duties at this time. ~ Pam Dymek is handling the Construction
Office and "doing a great job also.”  She has updated book-keeping in Excel for quicker
performance and is excited about providing improvements to the department. ~ Mr. Matheny
concluded that the departments "are not suffering."”
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8) ARRA Grant Availability: Mr. Matheny detailed his 9/10 memo regarding a
conversation with William Crawford of the USDA Rural Development New Jersey office.
Funding is not new, but there is a new grant for the state, and it will mostly go to bigger cities for
health and safety issues. There are 35% loans available, but the municipality would have to
fund 65% of costs.  While the possibilities of using funding for the Clawson House, the
municipal building ramp, or the Sidewalk project were previously suggested, Mr. Matheny was
advised that because of the high median income in East Amwell, grants would probably not be
an option, although there may be loan availability. Treasurer Luhrs advised Mr. Matheny that
bonding with lower rates would be a better option.  The Committee thanked Mr. Matheny for
checking into this matter.

DISCUSSION ON TRAP, NEUTER AND RELEASE PROGRAMS FOR CATS

Resident Buff Barr was present to discuss July emails between she and the Township regarding
the Trap, Neuter, and Release (TRN) Programs for Cats. She explained that she corresponded
with the Mayor in order to make the Township aware of the differences between standard
operating procedures for feral cats to trap, neuter and release rather than trap and Kkill.
Highlights of her discussion included the following: Mrs. Barr works full time at the library and
started by feeding and neutering some feral cats at the library 11 years ago, as many as 50 cats.
Once released after neutering, she has witnessed a decline in numbers. She provided statistics of
about 5,000,000 cats killed over the years, and all feral cats are usually killed. Mrs. Barr was
advocating the TNR program and expressed willingness to work with an Animal Control Officer
(ACO) or in some other way. Tabby's Place and others give out her name as a resource, but it
is difficult in terms of finances. She explained that sometimes the people trying to get rid of cats
are older people who have been feeding the cats and stop for financial reasons. Mrs. Barr can
lend traps and provide information on low cost neutering in places such as Northampton, Bucks
County, Ewing, etc.

Mrs. Barr explained that the Borough of Flemington had an agreement to provide $3,000 a year,
and her volunteer group (formerly known as Save our Strays and now known as Catnip Friends
Cat Rescue); funding is used to trap, neuter, and return. She mentioned the decline in
population based on the program. Finding people to take care of the cats is also a concern.
Advocates for this type of program have been around since the 1980's, and support is necessary.
She stated that TRN does work, giving specifics of reducing 12 cats in a colony to 2 cats in
Flemington since 2005.

Mayor Kneski mentioned the differences between Flemington (as a smaller town) and rural East
Amwell Township; he asked if there have been any complaints about feral cats in East Amwell.
Mr. Tatsch mentioned cats on Sandra Road, which he read about in the Hunterdon Democrat; the
cats were handled by the ACO at that time.  Mr. Tatsch further commented on the difference
between free roaming cats, socialized and fed by various people, and feral cats. Mrs. Barr
preferred the new term, "free roaming,” explaining that if a person feeds a cat, "they are theirs" if
you feed them.

Mrs. Barr concluded that she was not asking for money at this time, but it was important to get
information out.  She is currently “fostering” 10 cats. Her organization does adopt out at
various locations and events, including Global Ag, Tractor Supply, Tails of the Village, and Save
our Strays.

Mrs. Barr commented on costs associated with neutering/spaying; she commented on some
assistance from Dr. Maxian in Ringoes. She recalled her first involvement with a cat on her
own property years ago when a cat was trapped by the ACO and euthanized when it could have
been "fixed" and released.

Mr. Tatsch explained that the Township does not have its own ACO at this time and uses the
services of the Hunterdon Humane Animal Shelter. He suggested that Mrs. Barr get a fact sheet
to the Clerk and Administrator, which can be provided to the Board of Health and put on the
website.  He believed that this information would be useful. Mrs. Barr explained that she
doesn't have the time and money to do more than she is doing now, and she agreed to provide
information to the Township.  She explained that Tabby's Place will only take cats from kill
shelters. The Committee commented about seeing if there is any interest or many concerns in
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the next year or so and possibly working with an ACO in the future. Providing information to
the public is a good first step.

The governing body commended Mrs. Barr for her efforts.  Deputy Mayor Lenox asked about
trapping a transient tom-cat on her property, and Mrs. Barr provided advice on how to trap at
dusk, using tuna as bait.

OPEN PUBLIC MEETINGS ACT - STORMWATER MANAGEMENT AD HOC
COMMITTEE (See July 13, 2009 Minutes for Background)

Mr. Cushing explained that there was a request at the last meeting to look into a possible
violation, and he will be providing an opinion, in which he concludes that the Stormwater
Management Ad Hoc Committee is not subject to the Open Public Meetings Act.  He felt that
the second issue of conduct should be discussed in executive session.

CHANGE IN DATE FOR FINAL 2009 QUARTERLY MEETING WITH COMCAST
REPRESENTATIVE

The Clerk explained that she had an email from Robert Clifton, Director of Government Affairs,
who is available in December only on the 10th. Committee members acknowledged that the
December meeting would be changed from December 29 to December 10 for the last quarterly
meeting of 2009.

AUTHORIZATION OF SIGNATURE FOR HANDEX REPORT

The Clerk explained that there was a report due to the NJ Department of Environmental
Protection on September 3, 2009, and a draft report was provided from Handex on August 28,
2009. The Biennial CEA & UST Site Remediation Investigation Report Certification had to be
signed by an official before September 3.  Mr. Tatsch explained that the state requirement is to
periodically review the area to see if any new wells or areas experience any impacts on a regular
basis, i.e., to monitor groundwater flow and potential contamination. Handex did a review of
wells and development and found no substantive changes. Mr. Tatsch reviewed the report
prepared by Handex, and to the best of his knowledge, believes it is accurate and signed the
certification in time for the deadline. A motion was made by Mr. Martin, seconded by Mrs.
Cregar, and carried unanimously to authorize this signature on the report.

RESOLUTION TO ENTER EXECUTIVE SESSION  This item will be tabled until after Open
to the Public.

NEW BUSINESS - None
OPEN TO THE PUBLIC

John Seramba, 111 John Ringo Road, explained that he just returned from the County
Agriculture Development Board (CADB) meeting; members agreed that his property is a
commercial farm. The County will be requesting input from the Township regarding
ordinances and other items. He commented on their discussions on berms on deeds and
townships "not stepping up” on their own ordinances.  One Board member explained that West
Amwell Township now requires berms to be placed on deeds because of on-going problems.
Mr. Seramba concluded that the County will be asking the Township for information by way of a
letter.  Mr. Seramba reiterated that he will report back on the meeting scheduled for next
Tuesday.

Richard Spiegel, 1 Mountain Road, explained that due to his construction background, in 2005
he was asked to go out and report on the park, commenting on flooding and grading issues he
saw. He saw "lots of problems,” faulty construction, and missing top soil, among other items.
Mr. Spiegel asked Mr. Cushing if there was any construction liability, stating that from the
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drawings it was a poor design from the beginning.  Mr. Cushing reminded Mr. Spiegel that the
contractor, Mr. Mackrancy, went bankrupt. Using open space money for the maintenance of the
park was also mentioned.

Mr. Spiegel asked Mr. Cushing about change of use issues in Clinton Township parks when
blacktop was installed on walking paths, which was discussed at a meeting in Flemington in
2007. Mr. Cushing stated that he represents the Town of Clinton, and he was not familiar with
the issue. Mayor Kneski explained that new American Disabilities Act (ADA) laws might be
germane to the issue.

Mr. Spiegel asked about the cost for the 8 doors using the access system; Mr. Matheny said
approximately $11,500, and the new system also includes software (and re-keying locks, as
earlier mentioned under the Administrator's report).  Mr. Spiegel said "a lot of keys" could be
purchased for that amount. Mr. Spiegel also mentioned the burglar alarm system with a limited
amount of time to disarm. Mr. Tatsch asked for Mr. Spiegel's point, and Mr. Spiegel spoke
about wasted tax dollars. Mr. Tatsch explained that when he set off the burglar alarm, it took
more than thirty minutes for police response, commenting on the ability for significant theft in
even a three minute time frame; he believed that the investment for the card access system was
"a good deal."” Mr. Spiegel concluded by stating his opinion that it was a waste of money and the
governing body did not have blank checks, and he was using his first amendment rights to
comment.

Mr. Seramba commented on the possibility of getting lower insurance rates because of decreased
exposure by installing the card access system. The insurance agent will be contacted about this.

Committee members also noted that the alarm system was part of the process for providing better
court security, as state mandated. Mr. Matheny explained that the previous court alarm system
consisted of a bell that rang only in the municipal lobby. Mayor Kneski commented on
restrictive regulations for the courts, as he has witnessed in Princeton Township.

Frances Gavigan, 123 Wertsville Road, commented on Hunterdon County Freeholder
discussions about lowering the speed limit on Wertsville Road, stating that the municipality may
consider passing a resolution “to pre-work.” It would involve gathering speed data, and she
suggested strategically placing the Township speed detector equipment on Wertsville Road and
seeking enforcement. Ms. Gavigan said that this is also being done in Delaware Township, and
she spoke about determining areas to place the speed data equipment. Deputy Mayor Lenox
believed that the horse community would be supportive. Some suggested locations included the
following: by Pine Twig Farm, Son Bob Farm, Losey Road, Unionville Vineyard, Manners
Road, and even Welisewitz Road (although not a County road).

Ms. Gavigan spoke about this evening's CABD meeting, where Attorney DeSapio was in
attendance. The Township will be contacted by the County for further information.

Motion by Mr. Tatsch, seconded by Deputy Mayor Lenox, and it was carried unanimously to
close to the public.

Motion by Mrs. Cregar, seconded by Mr. Martin, and it was carried unanimously to take a small
recess at 10:00 p.m.

Motion to resume the regular meeting at 10:10 p.m. was made by Mr. Martin, seconded by
Deputy Mayor Lenox, and it was carried unanimously.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS, Continued

RESOLUTION TO ENTER EXECUTIVE SESSION

++++++++
RESOLUTION # 127-09

WHEREAS, the Open Public Meetings Act, P.L. 1975, Chapter 231 permits the
exclusion of the public from a meeting in certain circumstances; and
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WHEREAS, East Amwell Township Committee is of the opinion that circumstances
presently exist; and

WHEREAS, the governing body of the Township of East Amwell wishes to discuss
litigation, potential litigation, contracts, land acquisition, and to receive advice from the
Township attorney; and

WHEREAS, minutes will be kept and once the matter involving the confidentiality of the
above no longer requires that confidentiality, then minutes can be made public;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the public be excluded from this meeting.

By Order of the Township Committee,

Peter Kneski, Mayor
+++++++++H+H

Motion by Mr. Tatsch, seconded by Mr. Martin, and it was carried unanimously to approve the
resolution.

Executive session began at 10:10 p.m. Farmland/Open Space Preservation Committee Vice
Chairman Dick Ginman was present during discussions about land acquisition.

The regular meeting resumed at 10:50 p.m.

ADMINISTRATIVE REPORTS

TREASURER LUHRS presented the bills of the evening and a statement of cash on hand.
Motion by Mrs. Cregar, seconded by Mr. Tatsch, and it was carried unanimously to approve the
bills of the evening.

Revenue reports were acknowledged.  There were no resolutions from either the Treasurer or
the Tax Collector.

All other administrative reports were noted for filing.

CORRESPONDENCE

Mrs. Cregar mentioned a house in the village of Ringoes, which was finally demolished and is
“down to the ground.”

Mayor Kneski noted the letter from the NJ Department of Transportation denying the
Transportation Enhancement Grant for the Sidewalks in Ringoes. He would still like to
continue to try to get the project moved forward.

ADJOURNMENT

There being no further business, a motion was made by Mr. Martin, seconded by Deputy Mayor
Lenox, and it was carried unanimously to adjourn the meeting at 10:55 p.m.

Teresa R. Stahl, RMC/CMC
Municipal Clerk



