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EAST AMWELL TOWNSHIP

RECYCLING COMMITTEE MINUTES

BUSINESS MEETING

March 8, 2016 - TUESDAY, 7:30 P.M.
_____________________________________________________________________________________

CALL TO ORDER AND STATEMENT OF COMPLIANCE 7:31 p.m.

In compliance with the Open Public Meeting Act, it is announced that this is the regular Business

Meeting of the East Amwell Township Recycling Committee, as published in the December 17, 2015

issue of the Hunterdon County Democrat.

ROLL CALL:

Present: W. Harrison, M. Petrus, A. Castellano, M. Prendamano, R. O’Reilly, F. Hala, E. Johanson,

Youth Members: J. Castellano, Youth Members: L. Prendamano, J. Castellano, D. Dockhorn

Absent: T. Mathews, M. Johnson, T. Rue and Youth Member: J. Miller

MINUTES

W. Harrison mentioned that Committee members should review the notes from the unofficial meeting

last month. A motion to approve the notes was made by M. Petrus and seconded by A. Castellano. All

members were in favor of approving the notes taken by C. Rosiekewicz from the unofficial meeting of

February. Minutes of the January 12, 2016, business meeting were presented by W. Harrison for

approval. M. Petrus made a motion to approve the minutes that was seconded by A. Castellano. All

members were in favor of approval of the minutes with two abstentions from R. O’Reilly and F. Hala.

ADDITIONS TO THE AGENDA: Approval of the purchase of the new trash/recycling receptacles.

W. Harrison presented the type of receptacles chosen to the Committee members. The total cost for

the receptacles would be $2,507. M. Petrus made a motion to approve the purchase which was

seconded by A. Castellano. All members were in favor of approving the purchase from the Clean

Communities grant.

M. Prendamano added the information sheet to be attached to the applications for use of the municipal

fields. The Committee discussed the particulars to be put on the sheet. The information was reviewed

and approved by the Recreation Committee and updated by E. Johanson. F. Hala asked about the

TerraCycle at the snack shack. M. Prendamano suggested that she contact Chris Kellogg of the

Recreation Committee and create a bin for TerraCycle collection at the snack shack.

REPORTS

Youth Report J. Castellano reported that her father attended the International Food and Restaurant

Expo in NYC and brought her some information about biodegradable Styrofoam packaging. This

product decomposes in just over 1,000 days. She also added that during Gallery Time in school, her

class created sculptures of animals made from recyclables. The class had hoped to display their
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artwork at Greenfest but will not be able to since it was cancelled. W. Harrison suggested that the

artwork be displayed during the monthly depot. E. Johanson thought Roadside Clean-up day and

Spring Clean-up day might be additional opportunities to display.

M. Petrus inquired as to whom will be taking over for Ms. Ernst once she goes on leave. A. Castellano

will speak to her about how we can assist her in this endeavor. E. Johanson offered to assist in sorting.

F. Hala will send the most recent TerraCycle collection list to Committee members.

Depot Report – March 2016: A. Castellano reported that it was nice and sunny with a good amount of

vehicles. The cardboard dumpster was quite full on Saturday and completely full on Sunday. A.

Castellano suggested moving the dumpsters to avoid the well. W. Harrison is not sure if that would

work with the cars parked in the lot upon delivery. He will check with J. Silverthorne to see if this is a

viable option. A. Castellano noted that the paper dumpster was in a disgusting state with deep sludge

on the bottom.

M. Petrus reported that there is not yet enough Styrofoam to make a delivery. He was not granted

permission to use the AVLBL building as an additional storage space. There is a quasi lease right now

so the Township is not able to give M. Petrus access to the building. In addition, the building is in need

of repairs. W. Harrison thought perhaps the Committee could purchase another shed. A. Castellano

suggested looking into a Styrofoam machine that compacts it into bricks. She will try and pursue the

cost of such a machine. A. Castellano will leave the satchel for the next depot under M. Prendamano’s

desk for M. Johnson to pick up.

Environmental Commission Report: M. Prendamano reported that plans for Greenfest were

discussed but shortly after the meeting, it was cancelled. D. Schleifer and the Conservation Easement

committee are working on a set of standards for procedures with regard to inspections. They reviewed

plans for a proposed equestrian retail store in town.

Township Committee Update: T. Mathews was not present to report.

SWAC Report: W. Harrison reported that SWAC was supposed to meet in February but there would

not be a quorum.

OLD BUSINESS

Articles for the VIP M. Petrus stated that he enjoyed the article and felt it was very informative.

2016 GOALS The Committee discussed the Goals for the upcoming year and made a few amendments. M.

Petrus made a motion to approve the amended Goals. This was seconded by A. Castellano and all members

were in favor of approval.

Spring Newsletter M. Prendamano reported that the Spring Newsletter is complete. M. Petrus wondered if he

could add a small piece about Clawson Park and then retracted saying that he could use the Observer and
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Democrat to drum up volunteers. F. Hala noted some additions and subtractions to the TerraCycle list. M.

Prendamano will try to have some of these changes added. M. Prendamano noted that there were a lot of

contributors this year and it was a bit tricky trying to fit everything in. M. Petrus announced that on Saturday

the 19th there will be a Clawson Park Clean-up. He is seeking volunteers to help out that day. They will be

removing invasive species. M. Prendamano noted that the Egg Hunt is the same day.

INVOICES – None

CORRESPONDENCE – Various newsletters and articles along with minutes and agenda’s from

other committees.

NEW BUSINESS – None

OPEN TO COMMITTEE D. Dockhorn wanted to share something she saw on Facebook. A small

devise was shown that turned plastic bottles into fiber. The string is strong and they showed the many

uses for it. W. Harrison asked if the kids knew that polyester was made from the same plastic. She

shared the video with Committee members.

ADJOURNMENT

Motion to adjourn was made by M. Petrus. This Motion was seconded by A. Castellano, and carried

unanimously to adjourn the meeting at 8:36 p.m.

_______________________________

Maria Prendamano

Recycling Committee Coordinator

CC: Rec. Com. Members Board of Health Twp. Committee & Clerk

Recreation Com. Planning Board Zoning Board of Adjustment

Environmental Com. Twp. Bulletin Board Farmland/Open Space Preservation


