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EAST AMWELL TOWNSHIP 
RECYCLING COMMITTEE MINUTES 

BUSINESS MEETING 
June 14, 2016   - TUESDAY, 7:30 P.M. 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
CALL TO ORDER AND STATEMENT OF COMPLIANCE     7:35 p.m. 
In compliance with the Open Public Meeting Act, it is announced that this is the regular Business 
Meeting of the East Amwell Township Recycling Committee, as published in the December 17, 2015 
issue of the Hunterdon County Democrat. 
 
ATTENDANCE:  
2016 ATTENDANCE 

Recycling Committee Member  
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Will Harrison  X  X X  X       
Michael Petrus X  X X  X       
Ron O’Reilly   X X  7:54       
Erica Johanson X  X X  X       
Alison Castellano X  X X         
Fawn Hala    X 7:40  X       
Malik Johnson X            
Tom Rue X   X  X       
Tim Mathews      7:40       

Others present: Secretary Maria Prendamano  
 
Committee skipped to the Depot Report:  T. Rue reported that the depot went well.  During the 
depot 50 small Freon units were collected for recycling.  W. Harrison mentioned the collection at the 
SWAC meeting.  He felt that this was a great event.  T. Rue reported that the grit yard was unlocked 
and he could not get the lock together to lock it.  He believes it might not work.  There was a resident 
waiting to get in.  He also helped a resident when he went to close it.  They thought is closed at 2 p.m.  
W. Harrison thought we should ask J. Silverthorne to put a more complete sign.  W. Harrison is doing 
the July depot.  M. Petrus offered to do the August depot.  August is still open. 
 
MINUTES 
The minutes from the April 12, 2016 meeting were reviewed.  M.Petrus made a motion to approve the 
minutes from April and the informal notes from May that was seconded by T. Rue.  All members were 
in favor of approving the April minutes along with the notes from the informal meeting in May. 
 
ADDITIONS TO THE AGENDA: None 
 
REPORTS 
Youth Report Youth not present at this time. 
 
Depot Report –June 2016:  This item was covered previously. 
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Environmental Commission Report:   T. Rue did not attend the last Environmental Commission 
meeting.  M. Prendamano reported that the Commission is hosting a rain barrel workshop on Saturday, 
July 16th at Clawson Park.  The fee would be about $25 per barrel and refreshments will be served.  
The Commission is prepping for the 4H fair and D. Kellogg will coordinate with other committees for 
volunteers.  The Commission hopes to begin conservation easement inspections.  T. Mathews 
suggested that the Commission reviews the Township Committee meeting minutes with regard to the 
inspections.  The letters should not be forceful and the inspections serve only an advisory purpose.  M. 
Mathews thought that before the letter is formalized it is reviewed.  He stated that there was also a lot 
of dialog about enforcement and non-compliance and the issue was not resolved.   
 
Township Committee Update:   T. Mathews reported that there was public hearing on the ordinance 
to amend the zoning for The Ridge.  They are seeking to add two 6,000 square foot units for 
accommodations, a tennis court and a pool.  The tennis courts are clay quarts and use about a quarter 
million gallons of water per year to keep them moist.  It was approved by the Township Committee.  T. 
Rue asked if they will be using well water to fill the pool.  T. Mathews said that they are supposed to 
use trucks but the reality is probably not as no one will be there to enforce this.  T. Mathews abstained 
because he felt that the method for doing this would be to go through the Board of Adjustment as they 
would have had to submit plans.  He is not necessarily against the proposal but stated that it is difficult 
to assess the environmental impact without formal plans.  He wonders why this property owner was 
not put through the same rigor.  He stated that the other issue he had with this was that we are in the 
middle of litigation with The Ridge.  T. Mathews suggested that if anyone has concern with this they 
should read the minutes.  T. Rue asked if they are seeking to reduce their taxes.  T. Matheny stated that 
they are.  They are trying to reduce their taxes based on the success or lack of success of their business.  
He added that they would like to host a tournament bringing in thousands of people.   He stated that a 
tournament might lend people to rent their houses out.  
 
SWAC Report:  W. Harrison reported that he was elected Chair of the SWAC committee.  The 
closing of the transfer station was discussed.  M. Petrus took a moment to discuss Styrofoam 
collection.  They took a trip to Springfield.  There was a bit too much to fit in the truck so there is 
some left in the shed.  His suggestion is that if we don’t have storage area, continue the collection and 
make one more delivery to Springfield.  W. Harrison did speak to the Township Committee about 
storage for Styrofoam and using the former AVLBL building.  T. Mathews noted that someone in the 
public mentioned it might be a fire hazard.  M. Petrus noted that the shed is right next to the municipal 
building.  T. Mathews added that after speaking to C. Kellogg he doesn’t think that AVLBL will be 
back as the merge is going well.  W. Harrison mentioned that we could purchase another shed with 
grant money.  R. O’Reilly asked what the feasibility was of storing it in a wire cage.  W. Harrison said 
it would have to be kept in heavy plastic bags.  M. Petrus added that the sun damages it as well.   
 
W. Harrison noted that the Depot guidelines were amended to include that Charlene Santo is our 
representative with Premier.   
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T. Rue added that there was quite a bit of TerraCycle collected in addition to the three bags that are 
full.  F. Hala offered to take one bag home and sort it. 
 
OLD BUSINESS 
 
Articles for the VIP  M. Petrus thought that highlighting TerraCycle may not be a good idea as we don’t want 
to store too much of it over the summer.  E. Johanson suggested mentioning that Rutgers and Sweet Valley 
accept plastic pots.  M. Prendamano may remind people that the used clothing shed is always open and accepts 
usable and unusable clothing, linens and stuffed animals.  It is either reused or shredded depending on the 
condition.   
 
Freon Containing Small Appliance Collection – Covered previously. 
 
INVOICES – One for $3,465.56 for Clean-up day and one for $348.00 Roadside Clean-up.  M. Petrus 
made a motion to approve both invoices that was seconded by E. Johanson.  All members were in 
favor of approving both invoices.  
  
CORRESPONDENCE – Various newsletters and articles along with minutes and agenda’s from 
other committees.  Salary and Wage Ordinance from Township Committee.  Department of 
Agriculture grant for waste management.   
 
NEW BUSINESS – None. 
 
OPEN TO COMMITTEE: W. Harrison would like to schedule an evening to drill holes in the cans.  
M. Prendamano suggested picking two dates to choose from.  The committee chose the 21st or the 23rd 
at 7 p.m. in the municipal parking lot.  W. Harrison will contact A. Castellano.   
 
M. Prendamano wanted to take a moment to add that the county reports for the tonnage report came 
out and A. Johnson was successful in gaining cooperation from local business so now our numbers are 
up.   
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
Motion to adjourn was made by M. Petrus.  This Motion was seconded by E. Johanson, and carried 
unanimously to adjourn the meeting at 8:34 p.m. 
 
         _______________________________ 
        Maria Prendamano 
        Recycling Committee Coordinator 
 
 
 
 



4 
 

 
 
CC:   Rec. Com. Members  Board of Health  Twp. Committee & Clerk 
 Recreation Com.  Planning Board  Zoning Board of Adjustment 
 Environmental Com.  Twp. Bulletin Board Farmland/Open Space Preservation 


