1. EC Meeting Documents
EC Agenda & Draft Minutes
Documents:
E.C. AGENDA 5-20-19.PDF
EC MINUTES 3-25-19.PDF
EC MINUTES 2-25-19.PDF
EC MINUTES 1-28-19 .PDF
B 17 L 35.13 107 BACKBROOK RD.PDF
DRAFT LTR FROM EAST AMWELL TOWNSHIP TO NJDEP.PDF
E-NEWS POSTCARD.PDF

East Amwell Township
Environmental Commission
Business Meeting
May 20, 2019
7:30 p.m. East Amwell Municipal Building

1. CALL TO ORDER
2. STATEMENT OF COMPLIANCE
In compliance with the “Open Public Meetings Act” notice is hereby given that
the East Amwell Township Environmental Commission has scheduled their
Business Meeting for May 20, 2019 at 7:30 p.m. in the Main Meeting Room of
the Municipal Building. Notice of this meeting was published in the Hunterdon
County Democrat March 21, 2019. Copies of the agenda were sent to the
Hunterdon County Democrat and posted on the Township bulletin board, where it
has remained continuously posted as required under Statute. A copy of the notice
is and has been available to the public and is on file in the office of the Municipal
Clerk.
3. FLAG SALUTE
4. ROLE CALL
5. PRESENTATION OF MINUTES
 January 28, 2019 Reorganization
 February 25, 2019
 March 25, 2019
6. PRESENTATION OF BILLS For APPROVAL
7. ADDITIONS TO THE AGENDA
8. OPEN TO THE PUBLIC
9. SPECIAL PRESENTATION
10. REPORTS:
 Financial Update
 Committee Liaison Reports
- AG Advisory
- Planning Board
- Township Committee
- Recycling
- FOSPC
 Sub Committee Reports
- Public Outreach

East Amwell Township
Environmental Commission
Business Meeting
May 20, 2019
7:30 p.m. East Amwell Municipal Building

-

Site Review
ERI/NRI

11. UNFINISHED BUSINESS
 Hunterdon County Community Day, Saturday June 1, 2019
 EC Annual Report
 Committee Liaison Positions
 EC Membership
12. NEW BUSINESS:
 EA Clean Communities Program
13. CORRESPONDENCE:
 E-Mail Communication, 4-29-19 from Mayor, Wolf re: NJDOT Approval of
Ridge Helistop License
 E-Mail Communication, 4-30-19 from K. Parsons re: Land Use Board
Application for B 17 L 35.13
 E-Mail Communication, 5-8-19 from Rosemary Georgett re: Spring
Newsletter
14. OPEN TO THE PUBLIC
15. NEXT MEETING
June 24, 2019
16. ADJOURN

cc:: Env. Com. Members
Board of Adjustment
Twp. Com. & Clerk
Democrat Newspaper
Twp. Bulletin Brd.
Trenton Times
Planning Board
Associate Members
Farmland & Open Space Preservation

Board of Health
Recreation Com.
Recycling Com.
Agric. Adv. Com.

MINUTES
EAST AMWELL TOWNSHIP
Environmental Commission Business Meeting
March 25, 2019
7:30 P.M

CALL TO ORDER:

STATEMENT OF COMPLIANCE:
The March 25, 2019 Business Meeting of the East Amwell Township Environmental
Commission was called to order at 7:39 p.m. Secretary, G. Brewi announced that this
business meeting is called pursuant to the provisions of the Open Public Meetings Act.
This is a Business Meeting of the East Amwell Environmental Commission, as
published in the Hunterdon County Democrat on March 21, 2019. A copy of tonight’s
agenda was filed with the Township Clerk and the Township Committee, forwarded to
the Hunterdon County Democrat, distributed to the various East Amwell Township
Committees and Boards, and was posted on the Township Bulletin Board.
ROLL CALL:

X

Tom Rue
Patsy Wang-Iverson
Lisa Davis

X

Via
Phone
X

X

X

X

X

X

X

Kevin Ostrander (alt. I)

X

X

X

Others present: Gail Brewi, Kathy Wolfe
Township Committee Liaison: None Present

PRESENTATION OF MINUTES:

January 28, 2019 Reorganization Meeting
February 25, 2019 Business Meeting

Minutes of January 28, 2019: Motion to carry approval of the draft minutes was made by
L. Davis and seconded by J. Edwards due to an insufficient number of eligible voting
members in attendance for approval of the minutes from this meeting.
Minutes of February 25, 2019: Motion to carry approval of the draft minutes was made by
J. Edwards and seconded by L. Davis due to an insufficient number of eligible voting
members in attendance for approval of the minutes from this meeting.
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12/16/19

11/25/19

10/28/19

9/23/19

8/26/19

7/22/19

6/24/19

5/20/19

4/22/19

X

3/25/19

Joe Angelone
James Edwards
Frances Gavigan

2/25/19

Environmental Commission
Member

1/28/19

ATTENDANCE 2019:

MINUTES
EAST AMWELL TOWNSHIP
Environmental Commission Business Meeting
March 25, 2019
7:30 P.M

BILLS OF THE EVENING
Secretary G. Brewi requested approval of payment for EC member to attend the NJ
Sustainability Summit. Motion was made by J. Edwards and seconded by L. Davis to approve
(1) $35 ticket for member, P. Wang-Iverson to attend the NJ Sustainability Summit Friday,
June 24th.

LAST MINUTE ADDITIONS
Chair, F. Gavigan noted the following additions to the agenda for discussion;
Environmental Commission Annual Reporting – A sample of an annual report from Red Bank
Borough was distributed via e-mail by P. Wang-Iverson for consideration as a foundation for
an East Amwell EC annual report. F. Gavigan read from the statue that under the
Environmental Commissions powers and duties the statue states that the Commission shall
make an annual report to its’ governing body. P. Wang-Iverson inquired about the submission
of the same from other East Amwell committees to the Township Committee. It is believed
that no prior annual reporting exists for EC. P. Wang-Iverson shared that based on information
obtained at an ANJEC training she attended that the annual report is the responsibility of the
EC chair. F. Gavigan stated she will produce an annual report moving forward with input and
contribution of data from the Environmental Commission members and suggested further
discussion should take place next month.
NJCF Survey – Members were asked to participate.
E-Mail Correspondence dated 3-21-19 from P. Wang-Iverson re: Township Committee
Meeting of 3/14/19.

OPEN TO THE PUBLIC
No public comments. Motion to close to the public was made by L. Davis and seconded by
J. Edwards.

REPORTS:
Chairperson
Chair, F. Gavigan was welcomed as the new chair appointed by Mayor Wolfe. The new chair
asked for patience from the members as she is requesting a review of the commissions’ current
processes’ and tasks. The Chair, believes the Environmental Commission should do a better job
communicating (both internally and externally), tracking and updating (environmental
information), and conducting township site visits. The Chair welcomed all ideas and suggestions
from the EC members to improve processes. Proceeding forward all communication should be
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sent directly to Chair with a cc to the EC Secretary. It was expressed that a better understanding
of the budget and burn rate of the same is needed as the commission moves forward. The focus
of the EC should be on the work and tasks needed to accomplish the commissions charge with
any other business remaining outside of the meeting to best accomplish tasks and operate
efficiently as a commission. Members should provide the Secretary with a list of relevant
items or topics the environmental commission should act on, consider and track to more
efficiently conduct business.
Financial Report
Member, P. Wang-Iverson shared that there is $500 allocated in the budget for training and
conferences. Year to date an expenditure of $350 has been made for the Annual ANJEC dues,
leaving $150 in the budget. Chair, F. Gavigan advised the members of the necessity to
maintain the operating budget for 2019 and cautioned members about incurring unnecessary
payroll or professional expenditures.
Committee Liaison Reports:
AG Advisory - (F. Gavigan) No Report Provided.

Planning Board (F. Gavigan)
Liaison F. Gavigan updated. There are currently (3) applications before the Board for
review: 23 Mountain Road, DDB Partners property (Route 31/202), and Wertsville Road.
Characteristics could not be discussed, nor comments made as Chair, F. Gavigan will be a
voting member for the applications. It was a unanimous opinion that the EC should review
all site plan applications and conduct site visits.

Township Committee (R. Wolf)
No report was provided.

Recycling Committee (TBD)
No report was provided as there is currently no liaison.
Meets 2nd Tuesday monthly
Recreation Committee (TBD – J. Edwards to advise availability)
No report provided as there is currently no liaison.
Meets 3rd Thursday monthly
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Farmland/Open Space Preservation Committee (TBD)
No report provided as there is currently no liaison.
Meets 2nd Monday monthly

Board of Health (TBD)
Meets 4th Tuesday monthly
It was determined that a consideration should be made for the liaison role to change based
on our current commission membership and vacancies. A proposal will be made so that
liaison members do not need to attend monthly meeting but, instead serve as a conduit for
the information back to the EC. Secretary to provide each committees’ meeting dates as
stated above. Further discussion at next month’s meeting.

Sub-Committee Reports:
Public Outreach Committee (L. Davis, P. Wang-Iverson, J. Edwards)
Chair, F. Gavigan discussed the Township website and utilization of the EC page as a
depository for documents. Topics with Environmental value or interest for residents
should be provided and discussed monthly to rank validity. P. Wang-Iverson discussed the
existing mapping of all watersheds in EA. Chair, F. Gavigan noted that such a topic is
ideal to share with residents on the EC page of the website. Further discussion to explore
using web site as a depository for membership resource vs. sharing of pertinent
information for the public along with execution of updating the web site will follow at a
future meeting. Chair, F. Gavigan will follow up with A. Castellano.
Member, P. Wang-Iverson updated. Tree Seedlings giveaways will be provided at the
Color Run and at the monthly recycling depot on May 4th as well as the Plant Swap on
May 18th. A total of 800 seedlings will be provided. (2) Volunteers will be needed for each
event.

Site Review Committee (J. Angelone, P. Wang-Iverson & F. Gavigan)
Chair, F. Gavigan and P. Wang-Iverson will coordinate site visit date and time to visit the
DDB Partners property (Route 31/202). F. Gavigan discussed comments relative to 23
Mountain Road, B 40.02 L 17 and B 40.03 L 3. It was shared that a wetlands
determination is being completed and will be considered. Member, J. Angelones’ report
was briefly discussed as identifying Stormwater concerns. The Mountain Road application
has since been withdrawn.
Member, P. Wang-Iverson shared that ANJEC has a site plan checklist which she will
provide for consideration as a tool to be used by the EC in the future for uniformity of
reporting on site visits.
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Easements Committee (J. Angelone & P. Wang-Iverson)
No report provided.

NRI/ERI (L. Davis, F. Gavigan)
Discussions were had regarding the current information which has been accumulated and
directionally how to proceed with the information. Chair, F. Gavigan provided an overview
regarding the various pieces of the existing ERI which can be used and combined with the
volumes of information she has accumulated over the years and the public information
available. Member, L. Davis reminded the commission that she also had previously
gathered and accumulated information for the approximate timeframe of 1990 to 2017.
Member, L. Davis stated that question remains on how the commission can evaluate and
identify the relevant information to utilize.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS:
Helistop: Members have all been provided with updates as available regarding the status of
the application from Mayor Wolf.
Well Water Testing: Testing will be offered April 1st through April 16th Kits will be
available to residents for testing and return to municipality. Chair, F. Gavigan will provide
the information to A. Castellano for posting on the township web site. Member, P. WangIverson reminded the commission that there was a March VIP article published to inform
the public about the program.
Hunterdon County Community Day: Carried for discussion at next month’s meeting.

NEW BUSINESS:
Meeting Minutes: Chair, F. Gavigan will discuss the use of audio instead of producing
written minutes which the Chair will further discuss with A. Castellano and Mayor Wolfe.

OPEN TO THE PUBLIC
There was no need to re-open to the public.
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CORRESPONDENCE:
- E-Mail Communication, 3-1-19 from K. MacDonald, Raritan Headwaters re:
Spring 2019 Seminars
- E-Mail Communication, 3-4-19 from Sustainable Jersey re: Sustainability
Summit June 14, 2019
- E-Mail Forwarded, 3-9-19 from Terri Stahl, re: Request for resolution, NJ
Green Amendment
- E-Mail Communication, 3-19-19 from the Watershed Institute re: Flood
Defense Act
- E-Mail Communication, 3-19-19 from the Watershed Institute re: Stream
Cleanups

ADJOURNMENT: Motion to close the meeting was made by J. Edwards and seconded
by P. Wang Iverson and carried unanimously to adjourn the meeting at 9:21 p.m.

____________________________
Gail Brewi
Environmental Commission Secretary
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MINUTES
EAST AMWELL TOWNSHIP
Environmental Commission Business Meeting
February 25, 2019
7:30 P.M

CALL TO ORDER:
STATEMENT OF COMPLIANCE:
The February 25, 2019 Business Meeting of the East Amwell Township Environmental
Commission was called to order at 7:35 p.m. Secretary, G. Brewi announced that this business
meeting is called pursuant to the provisions of the Open Public Meetings Act. This is a
Business Meeting of the East Amwell Environmental Commission, as published in the
Hunterdon County Democrat on February 14, 2018. A copy of tonight’s agenda was filed
with the Township Clerk and the Township Committee, forwarded to the Hunterdon County
Democrat, distributed to the various East Amwell Township Committees and Boards, and
was posted on the Township Bulletin Board.
ROLL CALL:

Tom Rue
Patsy Wang-Iverson
Lisa Davis

X

Via
Phone
X

X

X

X

X

Kevin Ostrander (alt. I)

X

X

12/16/19

11/25/19

10/28/19

9/23/19

8/26/19

7/22/19

6/24/19

5/20/19

4/22/19

X

3/25/19

Joe Angelone
James Edwards
Frances Gavigan

2/25/19

Environmental Commission
Member

1/28/19

ATTENDANCE 2019:

Others present: Gail Brewi, Andrea Bonette, Kathy Wolfe
Township Committee Liaison: None Present

PRESENTATION OF MINUTES:
February 25, 2019 Business Meeting
Minutes of February 25, 2019: Motion to carry approval of the draft minutes was made by L.
Davis and seconded by P. Wang-Iverson due to an insufficient number of eligible voting
members in attendance for approval of the minutes from this meeting. There were none
opposed however, T. Rue requested to provide edits for addition to the draft minutes prior to the
next meeting.
BILLS OF THE EVENING
Secretary G. Brewi stated there were no bills for approval.
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LAST MINUTE ADDITIONS
Secretary G. Brewi noted the following additions; Memo to Committee Members, dated 1-11-19
referencing volunteer responsibilities, and Township Committee Liaisons list adopted 1-10-19.
REORGANIZATION DISCUSSION:
Member F. Gavigan updated the commission that forthcoming changes may trigger revisions to the
Planning Board process and therefore the commission may want to consider carrying the
establishment of meeting dates for 2019. Secretary, G. Brewi proposed that the commission approve
the 2019 regular business meeting dates based on the prior year schedule allowing the business
meetings to be noticed and suggested that meeting dates could be adjusted if necessary, in the future.
Motion to set regular business meeting dates to be held on the 4th Monday of each month at 7:30 p.m.
with exception of the months of May and December whereas, the regular business meetings will be
held on the 3rd Monday at 7:30 p.m. was made by T. Rue and seconded by L. Davis. There were none
opposed. None abstained. Regular business meeting dates for 2019 were unanimously approved.

OPEN TO THE PUBLIC
Co-Chair, L. Davis asked for a motion to open to the public. Motion was made by F. Gavigan and
seconded by T. Rue.
Resident, Andrea Bonette suggested based on her prior experiences in the municipality that voting
to open to the public may not be required and the commission may be required to only vote to
close to the public. Co-Chair, L. Davis acknowledged the suggestion.
Motion to close to the public was made by P. Wang-Iverson and seconded by T. Rue.

REPORTS:
Financial Report
Secretary G. Brewi provided update for clarification. The Township Committee has not approved
the $4,580 operating budget requested by the commission but, left the requested operating budget
in the draft budget. Since determination has been made for the Environmental Commission to
remain a freestanding committee the Township Committee expects to finalize the appropriate
budget for Environmental Commission at the March Township Committee meeting.
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Committee Liaison Reports: Members will continue to carry appointments of any new liaisons
until full membership is obtained and will seek to appoint a liaison for the Board of Health this year.
AG Advisory - (F. Gavigan) No Report Provided.

Planning Board (F. Gavigan)
Liaison F. Gavigan updated. The Planning Board has a sub-group looking at the current Township
ordinances and an effort will be made for clarifications and simplifying to allow for better
compliance and a clearer application processes.
Member P. Wang-Iverson asked if there were Planning Board initiatives or township ordinances
pertaining to new residential construction supporting environmentally sound decisions or
environmentally driven restrictions. F. Gavigan was not aware of any such initiatives at the
township level and suggested such direction may be able to be investigated and pursued at the State
level.

Township Committee (R. Wolf)
Secretary G. Brewi provided update. Mayor, Rick Wolf and Deputy Mayor, T. Matthews held a
staff meeting at which they announced the retirement of the Municipal Clerk, Terri Stahl. She will
be leaving April 1st. All interested applicants were encouraged to apply for the Clerk position. The
meeting was opened to all employees for discussion on any township issues, concerns, or
suggestions.

Recycling Committee (T. Rue)
Liaison T. Rue updated that the meeting was rescheduled due to snow. The next meeting will be
held February 27th. P. Wang-Iverson updated that there is a combination code on the trailer for
better access.
Recreation Committee (TBD – J. Edwards to advise availability)
No report as there is currently no liaison.

Farmland/Open Space Preservation Committee (T. Rue)
Liaison T. Rue updated. Farm preservation was discussed by guest speakers. Thompson property
was discussed along with other possible properties which could be supported for preservation.
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Sub-Committee Reports:
Public Outreach Committee (L. Davis, P. Wang-Iverson, J. Edwards)
Member, P. Wang-Iverson updated. Tree Seedlings giveaways will be planned to take place at
Hunterdon County Community Day, Color Run on May 4th at the monthly drop off depot and the
Plant Swap on May 18th. A total of 800 seedlings will be provided. Volunteers will be needed.
Co-Chair L. Davis updated that she obtained training on the new township web site with Alison
Castellano. A draft of the proposed website should be ready for commission members to view for
the next meeting. All commission members will be able to view and make suggestions by
logging into the draft web site page. Members will be provided access directly from Civic Plus if
they haven’t already signed in. Member F. Gavigan will touch base with A. Castellano to discuss
providing resources for reference on the township website.

Site Review Committee (J. Angelone, P. Wang-Iverson & F. Gavigan)
Member F. Gavigan updated re: application for an addition at 23 Mountain Road, B 40.02 L 17
and B 40.03 L 3 for a variance for a side yard setback. Property is a grandfathered lot built in the
90’s with constraints. Wetlands determination was requested.
Secretary, G. Brewi reminded members that the application for Block 35 Lot 2 on Wertsville
Road for an agricultural subdivision is available for review in the Commissions mailbox.

Easements Committee (J. Angelone, T. Rue & P. Wang-Iverson)
No report provided.
Co-Chair L. Davis spoke about a conservation grant opportunity for easement inventories
available through ANJEC. Application is due 4/15. Commission agreed to the submission of an
application being made. Member L. Davis volunteered to write the grant however, needs help
from other members to obtain the back ground which motivates the grant request. Proposed cost
involved is clerical.

NRI/ERI (L. Davis, F. Gavigan)
Co-Chair L. Davis updated. A brief presentation to the Township Committee was provided on 2/14
prior to the township committee meeting expressing the importance of an ERI for planning in the
town. A request was made by Mayor, Wolf for answers to Township Committee questions
surrounding the funding of $500 in the budget for the ERI project. Co-Chair L. Davis has provided.
A copy of the EA Township ERI from 1976 with an update from 1992 has been located. The
update consisted of new information regarding threatened and endangered wildlife populations in
the township.
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Member F. Gavigan provided an overview regarding the various pieces of the existing ERI which
can be used and combined with public information available.
Subcommittee members will meet and proceed forward with an evaluation of information
available.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS:
ANJEC Membership List: Must be completed and submitted with membership fee for 2019

Helistop: Members have all been supplied with updates on the status of the application from Mayor
Wolf.
VIP Articles: Member P. Wang-Iverson suggested an article for next month be written on –
“electric vehicles - an option of purchasing when looking for a new car”.
Hunterdon County Community Day: No date provided yet.

NEW BUSINESS:
Commission Membership: Co-Chair L. Davis updated. She made a suggestion that T. Rue to be
added back to membership. A discussion took place regarding the current membership and need
for (1) regular member and (1) Alt. II member. Members were asked to reach out to former
members to see if they want to rejoin?
Dialogue took place regarding the current commission membership and a lack of attendance at the
regularly scheduled monthly meetings. Members should confirm with the commission secretary
their lack of availability when they cannot be in attendance as soon as they become aware of any
conflicts. It was suggested that if there are current members who cannot attend that they consider
stepping down from their appointment on the commission.
Member P. Wang-Iverson stated that the meeting has been hijacked by an administrative issue.
The same issue occurred last month. Member, P. Wang-Iverson further suggested that the
discussions taking place have nothing to do with the role of the environmental commission. An
environmental commissions’ role in the township is education by reaching out to protect the East
Amwell environment for the health and safety of the residents.
Member T. Rue stated. An explanation of what happened at a meeting is a significant part of
commission and not good for the future of the commission if not stated therefore; believes the
conversations are pertinent to the commission. Member, T. Rue would like for minutes to reflect
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all language and conversations which take place during a meeting. Concise edits to the minutes of
the 1/28/19 reorganizational meeting will be proposed and provided by T. Rue for the members’
consideration and adoption of the edits to the minutes if approved by members.
Member F. Gavigan suggested the tapes be linked to the township website for those interested in
verbatim minutes.
Member P. Wang-Iverson requested that the minutes be sent out two weeks after the meeting so
the minutes can be utilized as to do list.

OPEN TO THE PUBLIC
There was no need to re-open to the public.

CORRESPONDENCE:
- E-Mail Communication, 2-5-19, from Jeff Geist, Raritan Headwaters re: 29th Annual
Stream Cleanup
- E-Mail Communication, 2-8-19, from Elizabeth Ritter, ANJEC re: 2019
Environmental Commission Grants
- E-Mail Communication, 2-15-19, from EA Mayor, re: Update on The Ridge
Helistop Application
- E-Mail Communication, 2-16-19, from EA Mayor, re: Letter to the Editor

ADJOURNMENT: Motion to close the meeting was made by Gavigan and seconded by L.
Davis and carried unanimously to adjourn the meeting at 9:17 p.m.

____________________________
Gail Brewi
Environmental Commission Secretary
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MINUTES
EAST AMWELL TOWNSHIP
Environmental Commission Reorganization Meeting
January 28, 2019
7:30 P.M

CALL TO ORDER:
STATEMENT OF COMPLIANCE:
The January 28, 2019 Reorganization Meeting of the East Amwell Township Environmental
Commission was called to order at 7:35 p.m. Secretary, G. Brewi announced that this
reorganization meeting is called pursuant to the provisions of the Open Public Meetings Act.
This is a Reorganization Meeting of the East Amwell Environmental Commission, as
published in the Hunterdon County Democrat on December 20, 2018. A copy of tonight’s
agenda was filed with the Township Clerk and the Township Committee, forwarded to the
Hunterdon County Democrat, distributed to the various East Amwell Township Committees
and Boards, and was posted on the Township Bulletin Board.
ROLL CALL:

12/16/19

11/25/19

10/28/19

9/23/19

8/26/19

7/22/19

6/24/19

X

5/20/19

Kevin Ostrander (alt. I)

4/22/19

X

3/25/19

Joe Angelone
James Edwards
Frances Gavigan
Tom Rue
Patsy Wang-Iverson
Lisa Davis

2/25/19

Environmental Commission
Member

1/28/19

ATTENDANCE 2019:

X
X

X
X

Others present: Gail Brewi, Mara Tippett (Raritan Headwaters), Alison Castellano
Township Committee Liaison: None Present

REORGANIZATION DISCUSSION:
F. Gavigan raised concerns with holding the reorganizational meeting, conducting business, and
making decisions based upon her interpretation of the requirements under the East Amwell Township
Ordinance, Chapter 14, and the State Statute N.J.40:56A-1 regarding an Environmental Commission;
appointment; term; and vacancies. Secretary, G. Brewi provided as correspondence, an e-mail
response dated January 28th from Mayor R. Wolf addressing the questions raised by Member, F.
Gavigan. Mayor Wolfe suggested, that it is up to the members of the environmental commission to
determine whether to hold it’s’ meeting but, as pointed out by Member F. Gavigan, the statute states
that “the Mayor of the municipality shall designate one member to serve as the chairperson and
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presiding officer of the commission”. Once determination is made regarding the direction of the
potential integration among township committees a determination of a chairperson(s) and membership
can be made.
Member L. Davis commented that the Environmental Commission has been conducting business
under the direction of a co-chair during her term in the absence of a chair and therefore, in the absence
of a designated chair for reorganization the same designated co-chair member could run the
reorganization meeting. Further discussion took place regarding the possible merging of township
committees which would require an ordinance to repeal the adopted ordinance and a public hearing.
Members agreed that the appropriate forum for discussion of potential committee merging would be at
the next Township Committee meeting. Member F. Gavigan nor any other members objected, and the
reorganization meeting proceeded.
Member P. Wang-Iverson asked T. Rue to re-join the Environmental Commission as a member for
the reorganization meeting and until a successor is appointed per the Township Ordinance which states
“the term of such membership shall be for three years and until appointment and qualifications of their
successors”. Alternate No. 1, K. Ostrander and member of the Township Committee addressed T.
Rue’s concerns by stating that the Township Committee appreciates the time and commitment from
volunteers and that due to potential consolidation of committees there were no appointment made at
this time. Membership would be addressed once the direction was decided regarding the township
committees.
Co-Chair, L. Davis declined a nomination by T. Rue to be recommended as Environmental
Commission Chair. Motion to recommend Member J. Angelone as Environmental Commission Chair
to the Mayor was made by L. Davis and seconded by P. Wang-Iverson. There were none opposed. K.
Ostrander and F. Gavigan abstained. Nomination of Member J. Angelone to be recommend to the
Mayor as the Environmental Commission Chair was unanimously approved.
Member F. Gavigan raised a concern about the determination of meeting dates for 2019. It was
suggested that meeting dates could be adjusted to be held prior to Planning Board Meeting to eliminate
possible approvals without input. Member J. Angelone asked for further consideration prior to
changing the monthly meeting dates and expressed a conflict on a meeting day other than Monday.
Commission members agreed to hold the next meeting on February 25th. Member F. Gavigan will
reach out to the Planning Board Chair and obtain input. Future meeting dates will be determined at the
February meeting and will be noticed to the public.

PRESENTATION OF MINUTES:
November 26, 2018 Business Meeting
Minutes of November 26, 2019: Motion to approve the draft minutes was made by T. Rue and
seconded by P. Wang-Iverson. There were none opposed. F, Gavigan and K. Ostrander
abstained. Minutes were unanimously approved with minor edits from P. Wang-Iverson.
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BILLS OF THE EVENING
Secretary G. Brewi asked for approval of payment for the 2019 ANJEC Dues and information from
each member for the membership list. Membership needs to be handled soon as training begins in
March. Motion to approve payment of $350 for the 2019 ANJEC dues was made by J. Angelone
and seconded by P. Wang-Iverson. There were none opposed. None abstained. Payment to ANJEC
for 2019 membership fees was unanimously approved.

LAST MINUTE ADDITIONS
Secretary G. Brewi noted that the additions; Environmental Commission Township Ordinance and
consideration of combining Environmental, Recycling, and/or the Green Team committees were
previously discussed at the beginning of the meeting as reorganization discussions.

OPEN TO THE PUBLIC
Co-Chair, L. Davis asked for a motion to open to the public. Motion was made by T. Rue and
seconded by P. Wang-Iverson.
Alison Castellano informed commission that Rosemary Georgett is the Township Clean
Communities Person and has received her certification.
Motion to close to the public was made by J. Angelone and seconded by L. Davis.

REPORTS:
Financial Report
Secretary G. Brewi provided update. The Environmental Commission was provided an approved
operating budget of $4,050 for 2019. The budget was approved as requested except for funding
allocated for ERI.

Committee Liaison Reports: Members reviewed liaisons and updated as follows. Will address
possible liaison for Board of Health at the next meeting.
AG Advisory - (F. Gavigan) No Report Provided.
If any member is interested in taking over, it would be welcomed as F. Gavigan has had difficulty
getting to the meetings.
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Planning Board (F. Gavigan)
Liaison F. Gavigan updated. Planning Board has a new Chair, Gail Glashoff. She has 30 years of
experience in the industry and is the new Statewide President of Professionals. She will bring
experience, defined procedures and processes to make it easier for internal staff and residents in
the township.
Member P. Wang-Iverson asked about the Planning Board Master Plan and the updates provided.
F. Gavigan only recalls a plan for an overlay of the Affordable Housing element and will inquire.
Liaison F. Gavigan to follow up as the commission believes that State Law requires Master Plan
updates every five years.

Township Committee (R. Wolf)
Township Committee Member K. Ostrander had nothing additional to report as ERI was
previously discussed.

Recycling Committee (T. Rue)
No report provided.
Recreation Committee (TBD – J. Edwards to advise availability)
No report as there is currently no liaison.

Farmland/Open Space Preservation Committee (T. Rue)
No report provided.

Sub-Committee Reports: Members for sub committees reviewed and reflected as follows:
Public Outreach Committee (L. Davis, P. Wang-Iverson, J. Edwards)
Co-Chair L. Davis updated that the subcommittee met in December and created a road map for
implementation onto the new web site. Clarification was sought for protocol moving forward to
implement changes. Member P. Wang-Iverson asked about posting updates for viewing and
review by members prior to going live on the Township web site.
Alison Castellano updated that (1) person should have publishing rights. Other commission
members could have viewable rights with their own username and password. Member L. Davis
as member of public outreach will train with A. Castellano to put new content on the web site for
viewing by commission members. A. Castellano will provide members with individual
usernames and passwords to view proposed content.
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Secretary, G. Brewi inquired about Environmental members access to Notify Me on the
Township web site. Environmental Commission members would like to continue receiving
agendas and minutes via e-mail from secretary. Once learning curve has been worked through
new process may be established.

Site Review Committee (J. Angelone, T. Rue & F. Gavigan)
Member J. Angelone updated re: application for 23 Mountain Road, B 40.02 L 17 and B 40.03 L
3 for a variance for a side yard setback. Property is a grandfathered lot with constraints. The
environmental concerns relate to water run off with the amount of water already on the property.
F. Gavigan to conduct site visit and provide feedback to J. Angelone to draft Environmental
Commission recommendation.

Easements Committee (J. Angelone, T. Rue & P. Wang-Iverson)
No report provided.

NRI/ERI (L. Davis, F. Gavigan)
Co-Chair L. Davis updated the group that she has requested to be on the Township Agenda to
discuss at the next meeting. Any members with input please forward to L. Davis. Update and
outcome of initiative to be provided to the commission at the February meeting. No update to
report on the pilot program eligibility currently.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS:
TREX Program: Kirkpatrick Memorial Presbyterian Church is very close to reaching the second
500 lb. goal. DPW will take the lead for the third 500 pounds and Living Waters Church the fourth
500 pounds. Stop and Shop is on board again as a TREX partner for collection of the plastic bags.
Member of the public, A. Castellano suggested that the individual groups earning the bench
execute and provide manpower necessary to collect the 500 lbs. The Grange is also interested in
working toward a bench and the Township Recycling Committee in the future. Suggestion was
also made that the DPW can empty collection bins when they are overflowing at the municipal
building.
Green Team Committee: K. Ostrander updated that there have been (2) application received to
date. Follow up will be made at next Township Committee meeting.
VIP Articles: Member P. Wang-Iverson updated future articles will be written as follows: February
- Delaware Township winning school essay, March - well water testing, and May - free tree
seedlings (a total of 800 seedlings) for residents.
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Color Run: will be held May 4th. Suggestion was made to give-away tree seedlings at this event.
Member P. Wang-Iverson suggested allocating 600 seedlings for give-away at the event. Each
resident can have up to five.
Hunterdon County Community Day: No date provided yet.
Plant Swap: Expected to be held on May 18th. Member P. Wang-Iverson recommended an
allocation of the remaining 200 free tree seedlings being provided for the event.

NEW BUSINESS:
Residential Well Testing Program: Co-Chair L. Davis introduced Maria Tippett, Well Testing
Program Manager from Raritan Headwaters. The residential well testing program will be offered
April 1st through April 12th for East Amwell residents. Kits will be available at the municipal office
from 7:00 a.m. to 9:30 a.m. for a nominal fee with no increase from last year. The return date for
kits will be Tuesday, April 16th. East Amwell has 1,774 households with wells and less than 12
homes (at the border of Raritan Township) with certified public water. Community participation
is usually 2% to 5% with East Amwell having approximately 50 participants annually. Member P.
Wang-Iverson asked how the commission could increase participation and increase awareness.
Use of the Township website, flyers, local school PTO and a VIP article were suggested as ways
to increase awareness.

OPEN TO THE PUBLIC
There was no need to re-open to the public.

CORRESPONDENCE:
- E-mail Communication dated 1//2/19, Krista Parsons re: Planning Board Application
Deemed Incomplete for 23 Mountain Road B/40.02 L/17 and B/40.03 L/3
- E-Mail Communication dated 1/7/19, State of NJ DEP re: General Permit
Withdrawal B/41 L/8
- E-Mail Communication dated 1/10/19, Watershed Institute re: Owls, Hikes & other
Winter Adventure
- E-Mail Communication dated 1/10/19, Alison Castellano re: Township Website
Notifications, Posting & Member Updates
- Environmental Training, Winter 2019 – Rutgers
- E-Mail Communication dated 1/16/19, Krista Parsons re: Planning Board, Revised
Variance Application for 23 Mountain Road, B/40.02 L/17 and B/40.03 L/3
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-

E-Mail Communication dated 11-7-18, The Watershed Institute re: Green
Infrastructure Certification.

ADJOURNMENT: Co-Chair L. Davis asked for a motion to close the meeting. Motion was
made by J. Angelone and seconded by P. Wang-Iverson and carried unanimously to adjourn the
meeting at 9:52 p.m.

____________________________
Gail Brewi
Environmental Commission Secretary
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DRAFT LETTER FROM East Amwell Township to NJDEP
May , 2019
Gary J. Brower, Esq.
Attn.: DEP Docket Number: 01-19-01
Office of Legal Affairs, New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection
401 East State Street, 7th Floor, Mail Code 401-04L
PO Box 402
Trenton, NJ 08625-0402
Re: DEP Docket Number: 01-19-01; proposed amendments to New Jersey Surface Water
Quality Standards (SWQS), N.J.A.C. 7:9
Dear Mr. Brower,
East Amwell Township submits this comment on two specific sections of the proposed
rulemaking that involve watersheds and waterways within the Township’s boundaries.
First, East Amwell Township supports the antidegradation designation of the proposed segment
of the Neshanic River as a Category One waterway under the New Jersey Surface Water Quality
Standards (“the rulemaking”).
New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) is proposing to upgrade to Category
One (C1) “the segment of the Neshanic River running from Back Brook to South Branch Raritan
River, including all tributaries, based upon its exceptional ecological significance as a waterbody
1
that supports an exceptional aquatic community”, according to the rulemaking.
The rulemaking describes:
“This segment of the Neshanic River supports healthy benthic macroinvertebrate communities,
which indicates low stress on the environmental conditions instream. Based on the
Department’s habitat assessment, this segment was assessed to have optimal habitat.
Furthermore, the percentage of impervious surface is below the 10 percent threshold
value for a subwatershed that is 13.1 square miles. Therefore, the Department is
proposing to upgrade this segment of Neshanic River to Category One designation based
on its non-impaired macroinvertebrate community, optimal instream habitat, and low
2
percentage of impervious surfaces.”
East Amwell Township is dependent on individual private water wells and individual subsurface
sewage disposal systems to meet the community’s water and sewage needs. The subwatershed
that is included in this nomination is characterized by residential development and agricultural

1
2

https://www.state.nj.us/dep/rules/ Downloaded 5/5/2019, page 80.
Ibid, page 80-81.

use. The Township owns open space, named Joe Stella Park, along a portion of the River, which
has a parking lot where foot access to the stream’s riparian area can be accessed.
It appears that Back Brook is not included in the HUC 14 for the lower Neshanic River
nominated segment. As of 2009, the nominated segment has its own HUC14 number: New
HUC14#: 02030105030070 New HUC14 name: Neshanic R (below Black (sic) Brk)
https://www.njgeology.org/pricelst/tmemo/tm09-2.pdf, 2009, page 18. Up to date mapping that
shows the HUC 14 for the nominated segment can be found at NJ GeoWeb.
East Amwell Township considers the benefits of the designation to be great for the Township
and its residents. Upstream of the proposed segment, the Neshanic River’s water quality is
impaired due to urban land uses, decreased agricultural uses, and two decades of rapid
3
suburbanization. For instance, urban land increased from 16.6% in the Neshanic upstream of
4
the confluence with Back Brook to 25% in 1995, 31.2% in 2002, and 35.17% in 2007.
Increased urban land use has resulted in increases of pollutants to the river, including total
phosphorus and total suspended solids, and decreased base flow of the river and tributaries due to
altered watershed hydrology. Erosion and vegetation removal due to encroachment close to the
river and its tributaries has led to sedimentation of the stream and the destruction of benthic life
in the stream. Flood damages associated with increased flooding exacerbated by upstream urban
land use is experienced downstream, as evidenced by flooding in the river and tributaries in the
nominated segment along Welisewitz Road, notably in the 1996 ice jam flood on the river near
Cider Mill Bridge and Hurricane Floyd in 1999.
There is a watershed planning effort underway for the last 8 years to improve upstream
watershed health but the degraded condition of the upper watershed does not merit C1
designation. The protections that will come with C1 designation of the nominated segment will
be a good defense against degraded quality of the upper river watershed. C1 status will require
higher treatment standards for all effluent discharges to the Neshanic River within the nominated
segment and will provide protection to the riparian buffers of the River and its tributaries within
the HUC 14 subwatershed. The Flood Hazard Area Control Act Rules at N.J.A.C. 7:13-4.1(c)1
and Stormwater Management rules and at N.J.A.C. 7:8-5.5(h) and (i) establish a 300-foot
riparian zone adjacent to any waters designated as C1 waters. These protections will
substantially benefit East Amwell Township, as well as downstream waterways such as the
South Branch Raritan River, by supporting and restoring healthy watershed and surface water
quality conditions within the segment.
The rulemaking explains the social, economic and environmental impacts of the rulemaking:

3

“The Neshanic River Watershed Restoration Plan for the Neshanic River Watershed” funded and approved by the
Office of Policy Implementation and Watershed Restoration, New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection
(Grant Contract #RP06-068), December 2011, page 4.
4

Ibid.

Social:
“The proposed Category One antidegradation designation for the identified streams will ensure
that water quality in the State’s most exceptional resource waters is protected, thereby
preserving the recreational opportunities and human and aquatic health benefits these
waters provide. The maintenance of water quality resources is important to all
5
residents…”
Economic:
“The proposed upgrades of these waters to Category One designation will incorporate protection
from measurable changes to the existing water quality, pursuant to N.J.A.C.
7:9B-1.5(d)2iii, and will result in a range of economic impacts, ranging from no
economic impact to potentially significant impact.
A positive impact of the proposed upgrades will be to reduce development intensity in
environmentally sensitive areas, thereby helping to maintain and enhance water quality,
biodiversity, and flood control. Intense development in environmentally sensitive areas
results in environmental degradation and the cost of restoration and remediation may be
passed on to the public, resulting in an inefficient and costly cycle of degradation and
6
restoration.”
Environmental:
“The proposed amendments to the SWQS will have a positive environmental impact by
providing appropriate levels of protection for human health, aquatic biota, and ecological
systems associated with the State’s waters. These amendments are part of the
Department's continuing efforts to restore, maintain, and enhance the chemical, physical,
and biological integrity of New Jersey’s waters.
The upgrade in the antidegradation designation of the enumerated waterbody segments will
enhance environmental protection for each specified waterbody.
“The additional protection provided by the Category One antidegradation designation ensures
that existing water quality is maintained with no measurable change. This will ensure that
all waterbodies and their uses continue to be protected, with exceptional waters receiving
a greater level of protection to ensure that the ecological integrity and aesthetic value of
the waterbody is maintained. Implementation of these rules through permitting and
planning programs will help maintain the chemical, physical, and biological integrity of
the proposed Category One waters.
The designation of new Category One waters and new trout waters will result in additional lands
being restricted from development and excluded from sewer service. This will result in a
positive environmental impact by reducing development intensity in environmentally
5
6

https://www.state.nj.us/dep/rules/ Downloaded 5/5/2019, page 130-137.
Ibid.

sensitive areas, thereby helping to maintain and enhance water quality, biodiversity, and
7
flood control.”
Second, East Amwell Township supports the antidegradation designation of the proposed
segment of Rock Brook in Hillsborough and Montgomery Townships in Somerset County,
which will include tributaries upstream in the HUC 14 subwatershed in East Amwell Township.
DEP is proposing to upgrade the “segment of Rock Brook to Category One status based on its
non-impaired macroinvertebrate community, exceptional water quality, and low percentage of
8
impervious surface.” Tributaries, named or unnamed, such as Cat Tail Brook within East
Amwell Township, flow to Rock Brook. These tributaries will substantially benefit from
increased protections that apply high standards for any discharges and provide 300-foot riparian
buffers. The nominated segment of Rock Brook is mostly forested with an intact forested
ecosystem that is habitat to diverse flora and fauna, including threatened and endangered species,
is located on Sourland Mountain, and is characterized by sparse residential development.
Protection of this exceptional watershed will result in the social, economic, and environmental
benefits outlined by DEP that are cited previously in this letter.
East Amwell Township encourages DEP to approve the proposed rulemaking for these
waterways.
Thank you for your consideration.
East Amwell Township Mayor
East Amwell Township Committee

7
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Ibid, page 138-9.
Ibid, page 87.

East Amwell Township
2019 e-News Introduction
With our new, more user friendly Township
website and continued efforts to reduce our
carbon footprint, the Recycling Committee &
Environmental Commission are eliminating the
Spring Newsletter mailing.

•

To volunteer for a Township
Committee/Team

http://www.eastamwelltownship.com/DocumentCen
ter/View/480/Committee-Volunteer-ApplicationForm

•

Log on for a calendar of events

http://www.eastamwelltownship.com/calendar.a
spx?CID=14

•
All news, including season updates are now
available through the Township Website.

Check Depot Recycling dates and
find out how to recycle specific
items on the Recycle Coach App

http://www.eastamwelltownship.com/232/Recy
cle-Coach-App

•

Sign up for “notify me” to an email
or text when new information is
available, based on your
preferences for what, when, how!

http://www.eastamwelltownship.com/Ale
rtCenter.aspx

http://www.eastamwelltownship.com/

