1. Recycling November 1 2022 Agenda And Packet
Documents:
RECYCLE AGENDA 11-1-22.PDF
CLEAN COMMUNITY UPDATE OCTOBER 2022.PDF
NJ WASTE WISE BULLETIN 10-2022 A22.PDF
SIERRA CLUB MAINE RECYCLING 6_ 2022_ SHIFTING THE COSTS OF
RECYCLING TO MANUFACTURERS, NOT CONSUMERS _ SIERRA CLUB.PDF

EAST AMWELL TOWNSHIP RECYCLING COMMITTEE
REGULAR MEETING AGENDA
November 1, 2022 7:30 PM
East Amwell Twp Municipal Building: Small Conference Room
I.

CALL TO ORDER

II.

ATTENDANCE

III.

STATEMENT OF COMPLIANCE

IV.

AGENDA REVIEW

V.

OPEN TO THE PUBLIC

VI.

PRESENTATION OF MINUTES – October 23, 2022

VII.

PRESENTATION OF VOUCHERS

VIII.

ORAL REPORTS
a. Quarterly Report Update:
● Depot Report: NA November Depot is after the meeting
i. Committee Volunteers for next Depot
TREX
Plastic Program (A. Castellano /C. Napoleon)
●
● Styrofoam (M. Gunn)
● Clean Communities and Tonnage Report (R. Georgett)
i. Water Bottle Filling Station (A. Castellano)
ii. NJ Plastic Ban Update Article
b. Township Committee (J. Bloom)

IX.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS
a. Foam Palace Replacement (standing item)
b. VIP and website newsflash -December & January material (all)
c. Terra Cycle – Community Relations Director call follow up (A. Castellano/R. Georgett)

X.

NEW BUSINESS
a. Recycling Committee Meeting schedule for 2023
b. Recycling Committee Budget for 2023

XI.
XII.

OPEN TO THE COMMITTEE
CORRESPONDENCE
a. NJ Waste Wise Bulletin October 2022
b. Maine Recycling Article (from E. Johanson & discussed at October 2022 meeting)

XIII.

ADJOURN

Clean Community Update October 2022
New Jersey's bag ban is an overwhelming success. Let's keep the momentum
going.
To help combat litter in New Jersey and to mitigate ocean pollution, the state
Legislature adopted one of the most comprehensive bans on single-use paper and
plastic bags in the nation. That law went into effect on May 4 of this year and the initial
results are astounding.
During September’s International Coast Cleanup (ICC) programs, coordinators were
eager to report the significant decrease in the number of plastic bags that were found in
cleanups throughout the state.
Moreover, the New Jersey Food Council recently polled the owners of 160 food retail
locations in the state. Collectively, these stores have eliminated 1.1 million paper bags
each month as well as 55 million single-use plastic bags per month since the ban went
into effect.
The law is clearly working, to the direct benefit of our environment, waterways and
communities. Let us not forget that litter is not just unsightly — litter-free neighborhoods
encourage economic investment, job creation and enhancement of property values.
We understand there may be potential adjustments to this legislation to ensure its full
effectiveness. Before we consider unraveling the environmental progress that has been
made, let’s allow time for the law to be fully rolled out, further engaging consumers and
further promoting reuse and recycling throughout the state.
Please remember that one of the key reasons for New Jersey extending the bag law to
include paper bags is the fact that single-use paper bags have an extremely high
environmental impact, contributing to climate change, loss of forestry and poor air
quality.
In fact, a United Nations study in 2020 indicated that paper bags have the same
environmental impact as plastic bags, concluding that “the shopping bag that has the
least impact on the environment is the bag the consumer already has at home.”
Let’s entrust the state’s Plastics Advisory Council to evaluate the effectiveness of this
landmark legislation and recommend needed changes to ensure its success.
Meanwhile, New Jersey must move ahead with this model anti-litter program for today
and a litter-free tomorrow.

The New Jersey
WasteWise Bulletin
Newsletter of the New Jersey WasteWise Business Network – Autumn 2022
WasteWise … improving your bottom line and the environment
through waste reduction, recycling, and recycled product procurement.

Recycling Markets
Report Released
A statewide recycling education campaign,
new financial incentive programs to promote
recycling and the creation of a New Jersey
Recycling Markets Center are key
recommendations to boost recycling in New
Jersey.
These recommendations, plus suggestions
on focusing on packaging labels that
confuse consumers about recycling and the
importance of recycled product
procurement, were shared in a report
released in September by the state’s
Recycling Market Development Council.
In the latter part of the previous decade,
recycling programs faced difficult times due
to weak markets, low recyclable commodity
prices and rising program costs. This was
due in part to key import policy changes
enacted by overseas markets – most
notably, the Chinese recycling market - but
also was the result of factors such as the
market price of oil and increasing
contamination in loads of recyclable
materials.
The significant slump lingered for several
years and was not only felt in New Jersey
but throughout the world. With recycling
markets still weak at the outset of 2020,
legislation was passed in New Jersey
establishing the Recycling Market
Development Council. The Council’s mission
was to explore the market challenges facing
New Jersey's recycling programs and
propose recommendations that would
advance recycling in the state.

Check out the Recycling
Market Development Council
report at recycle.nj.gov

DEP Recycling
Awards Recognize
Top Performers
Despite the COVID-19 pandemic’s continued
impact, there were still many impressive
achievements last year in the field of
recycling and waste reduction in New
Jersey. The New Jersey Department of
Environmental Protection recognizes these
achievements through its annual recycling
awards program. The 2022 DEP recycling
award winners are not only high achievers,
but also models for others to emulate. The
award winners are as follows:
Business – Nestle Health Science
Nestle Health Science, located in
Bridgewater, recycled 47 percent of its
traditional waste stream in 2021, which
represented a 21 percent increase over the
previous year. Upon factoring in food waste
that the company sent for anaerobic
digestion and coffee pods for composting,
Nestle Health Science was able to divert 86
percent of its total waste from disposal.
Government – Village of Ridgewood,
Division of Recycling
Ridgewood collects a wide variety of
materials at the curb and operates a dropoff recycling center where curbside materials
can be dropped off along with textiles,
electronics, concrete, printer cartridges,
rechargeable batteries, expanded
polystyrene packaging, and food scraps.
Ridgewood also purchased a polystyrene
densifier and is exploring ways to work with
neighboring towns that collect polystyrene.
(Continued on Page 2)

Rising Star – Millville Executive Airport
Millville Executive Airport recycles materials
from routine operations/offices, Federal
Aviation Administration runway projects,
special events and all tenant hangar
upgrades, improvements and cleanouts.
The airport recycles a diverse mix of
materials including paper, plastic bottles,
aluminum cans, scrap metal, used oil,
concrete and polycarbonate runway signs.

Did You Know…
•

•

Outstanding Educator/Educational
Program – Recycle My Battery
Recycle My Battery is a non-profit
organization devoted to educating the public
about the importance of battery recycling.
The organization uses a variety of strategies
to educate the public, including flyers, press
releases, articles, videos, webinars,
appearances at public events, and more.
Recycle My Battery estimates that its
educational initiatives have reached more
than 4.5 million people.
Source Reduction, Resource
Management/Sustainability – Atlantic
Health System
Atlantic Health System implemented an
innovative program that replaced disposable
respirators with powered air purifying
respirators during the COVID-19 pandemic.
Atlantic Health System saved 2,400
disposable respirators from being used and
disposed of each day. Over the course of a
year, this initiative resulted in more than
876,000 disposable respirators being kept
out of the waste stream.

•

•

•

Volunteer Citizen – Donald Cammus
Donald Cammus volunteered his time to
Florence Township when the pandemic and
later, a truck driver shortage, impacted
recycling collection in his community. Seeing
that his neighbors needed help and that the
local recycling collection program was
adversely impacted by these factors, he
loaded his neighbors’ recyclables into his
own vehicle and brought the materials to
the township recycling center. This often
resulted in Mr. Cammus making multiple
trips every day to the recycling center.

•

Mors Design, based in Cape Town,
South Africa, produces purses and
backpacks from rubber inner tubes
found in scrap tires. To learn more
about these sustainable products, visit
https://morsdesign.com/.
There are now seven municipal/county
locations in New Jersey equipped with
Foam Cycle polystyrene recycling
systems. They are: Sussex County
Municipal Utilities Authority, Middlesex
County, Middletown Township,
Woodbridge Township, Ridgewood
Village, Passaic County and Long Hill
Township. For more information about
the Foam Cycle system, visit
https://www.foamcycle.com/.
To improve the recyclability of its
packaging, Sprite soda is now packaged
in clear PET plastic rather than green
PET plastic. Coca Cola Co., the producer
of Sprite, indicated that one of the goals
in making this change is to increase the
supply of recycled plastic that can then
be used to make future bottles.
Belgian company PermaFungi harvests
about 900 kilos of mushrooms per
month from soil enriched with used
coffee grounds. The grounds are
collected from local coffee shops and
packed into bags with straw at a
growing facility to create nutritious soil
for the mushroom spores.
GreenDisk, a “technotrash” recycling
company recycles CDs, DVDs, video and
audio tapes, game cartridges, diskettes
and much more. For further details, visit
https://www.greendisk.com/gdsite/Defa
ult.aspx.
The Ocean Cleanup initiative has
removed a quarter of a million pounds
of plastic from The Great Pacific
Garbage Patch and is gearing up for the
next phase of its cleanup operation. Visit
https://theoceancleanup.com/ for details.
New Jersey WasteWise
Business Network
Steven Rinaldi, Chair
DEP, Bureau of Sustainability
Steven.Rinaldi@dep.nj.gov
http://www.nj.gov/dep/dshw/recy
cling/wastewise/brbn03.htm

www.epa.gov/wastewise
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Shifting the Costs of Recycling to
Manufacturers, Not Consumers
A "trash nerd" gets Maine to fundamentally flip the incentives for
recycling

Photo by Derek Davis/Portland Press Herald/Getty Images

By Edward Humes (/sierra/authors/edward-humes)
June 18, 2022

Recycling in Maine, as in the rest of the country, has taken a double hit in recent years. In 2018, China stopped
accepting the enormous quantities of US trash that used to provide raw materials for its factories. Suddenly,
once profitable "recycling" (a lot of it was actually just offshoring) became a net cost that many communities
could no longer afford. Then the pandemic accelerated the crisis with enormous amounts of packaging waste
from online purchases.
Towns in Maine, like many others across America, either stopped or limited recycling. Stockpiled plastic, paper,
glass, and metal just sat. Even communities with strong zero-waste goals struggled, like South Portland
(population 26,498), which took a $100,000 budget hit when it could no longer export its waste to China.
Instead of giving up on recycling, however, Maine responded by changing the game, passing a first-in-the-nation
law that shifts 100 percent of the cost of recycling from communities and taxpayers to the makers of wasteful
products.
"The system finally makes economic sense," says Sarah Nichols of the Natural Resources Council of Maine, a
driving force behind the new law. "The people making the waste now have to pay for cleaning it up."
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Support the Sierra Club
DONATE ONE-TIME (HTTPS://ACT.SIERRACLUB.ORG/DONATE/RC_CONNECT__CAMPAIGN_DESIGNFORM?ID=
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Become a Wilderness Guardian
Monthly giving provides the resources to sustain long-term campaigns that permanently protect our most precious resources.
DONATE (HTTPS://ACT.SIERRACLUB.ORG/DONATE/RC_CONNECT__CAMPAIGN_DESIGNFORM?ID=7010Z000002
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Ways to Give
Be a champion for the environment and fight for everything we hold dear. Join today.
DONATE (HTTPS://WWW.SIERRACLUB.ORG/WAYS-TO-GIVE?UTM_CONTENT=BANNER)

A self-described "trash nerd," Nichols spent years lobbying and building support for the measure. She overcame
skepticism by gathering reports and insights from experts in some of the more than 50 countries with producer
responsibility laws for packaging, including Canada, Belgium, France, and the UK. All achieve recycling rates
vastly higher than Maine's 36 percent, some nearly double that.
The new law, which begins its gradual rollout this July, will expand recycling in participating communities,
requiring them to collect everything on a "readily recyclable" list and providing funding for them to do so.
Overseen by the state Department of Environmental Protection, a new stewardship organization will collect fees
114
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from producers and reimburse towns and cities for their recycling costs. Any fees left over will be used to fund
schools and infrastructure, or go to governments and private entities wanting to beef up their packaging and
recycling systems.
In the new system, the recycling infrastructure remains the same; just the billing address changes. Manufacturers
pay based on the tonnage and volume of the packaging they sell, or they pay a fee if their materials are too
expensive or difficult to recycle. The smaller their packaging and the more readily it can be reused or recycled,
the less manufacturers pay. (Small businesses are exempted if they have less than $2 million in annual gross
revenues or sell less than one ton of packaging per year to consumers in Maine.) It's a form of extended producer
responsibility, similar to requirements long in place for recycling computers and electronics. But now the target is
the much larger and fast-growing tide of packaging and containers that make up a third of all city and business
trash nationally and 40 percent in Maine.
Signed by Maine's governor in summer 2021 despite stiff opposition from industry, the bill proved so compelling
that Oregon quickly followed with its own version. Now, the legislatures in 15 other states—including California,
New York, Illinois, and Pennsylvania—are working on their own extended producer responsibility programs.
Critics included the Consumer Technology Association, the Northeast Dairy Foods Association, and the global
lawn, garden, and pest-control giant Scotts Miracle-Gro. They lobbied hard against the law, calling it a job and
economy killer, and demanded that whatever new program was adopted, industry should be in charge of it.
Some Maine businesses supported the new law, however, including popular craft-beer maker Allagash Brewing
Company. Founder Rob Tod testified at the legislature that he believed it was fair to "address the urgent issue of
waste—in our forests, rivers, and oceans—by shifting the onus onto the companies that create it."
"Some of them will outright oppose any change from the failed status quo," says Nicole Grohoski, the Maine state
representative who sponsored the new law. "This system isn't fair, and it isn't working. . . . Quite simply, [the new
law] puts the cost back on the cost causers."
Nichols is still on the case, advocating for a faster implementation of the law. Determining what goes on the list
of readily recyclable products is another coming battle. The packaging industry wants to include basically
everything it makes on that list, while the Natural Resources Council of Maine and its allies are pushing for a
restrictive list limited to materials that can affordably be recycled into similar products.
Meanwhile, Nichols is gearing up to fight an anticipated rearguard action by opponents who hope to make
watering down the law or even killing it outright an election issue this fall.
"The fight's not over yet," she says. "The fight's never over."
This article appeared in the Summer 2022 quarterly edition with the headline "Trash Nerd."

Edward Humes is a Pulitzer Prize-winning journalist and author of 15 nonfiction books, including his
latest, Burned: A Story of Murder and the Crime That Wasn
(https://www.penguinrandomhouse.com/books/558158/burned-by-edward-humes/9781524742133/)’
(https://www.penguinrandomhouse.com/books/558158/burned-by-edward-humes/9781524742133/)t
(https://www.penguinrandomhouse.com/books/558158/burned-by-edward-humes/9781524742133/) (Dutton,
January 2019) and Garbology: Our Dirty Love Affair with Trash
(https://www.penguinrandomhouse.com/books/309588/garbology-by-edward-humes/9781583335239/). In
addition to Sierra, Humes has written for Los Angeles, the Wall Street Journal, Forbes and other publications.
Follow him on Twitter @edwardhumes and at www.edwardhumes.com (http://www.edwardhumes.com/).
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The Ultimate Compostable: You (/sierra/2022-3-fall/stress-test/ultimate-compostable-you-green-burial)
High-tech or stick-em-in-the-ground, green postmortem possibilities abound
By Heather Smith (/sierra/authors/heather-smith)
September 24, 2022

114

https://www.sierraclub.org/sierra/2022-2-summer/notes-here-there/shifting-costs-recycling-manufacturers-not-consumers?utm_source=greenlife&utm…

6/13

10/30/22, 12:39 PM

Shifting the Costs of Recycling to Manufacturers, Not Consumers | Sierra Club

(/sierra/policymakers-race-curb-edible-waste)
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Striving for 2030 sustainability goals amid the climate crisis
By Amanda Castleman (/sierra/authors/amanda-castleman)
August 20, 2022
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How Do I Recycle Used Tennis Balls? (/sierra/ask-ms-green/how-do-i-recycle-used-tennis-balls)
Some tips on other uses and how to make balls last longer
By Jessian Choy (/sierra/authors/jessian-choy)
May 7, 2022
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Two Pandemic Years Have Created a PPE Wasteland (/sierra/two-pandemic-years-have-created-ppe-wasteland)
So where do we go from here?
By Nikki Kolb (/sierra/authors/nikki-kolb)
March 22, 2022
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There Is No “Doomsday Glacier” (/sierra/there-no-doomsday-glacier-thwaites)
What we can learn from Thwaites Glacier panic
By Stephanie Krzywonos (/sierra/authors/stephanie-krzywonos)
October 18, 2022
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Biden Declares Colorado’s Camp Hale a National Monument (/sierra/biden-declares-colorado-s-camp-hale-nationalmonument)
Presidential move will protect high alpine wildlands and a bit of US history
By Lindsey Botts (/sierra/authors/lindsey-botts)
October 12, 2022
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The Mystery of the Missing Crabs (/sierra/mystery-missing-snow-crabs-alaska-climate)
Whither Alaska’s 7 billion snow crabs? Can we blame climate change?
By Heather Smith (/sierra/authors/heather-smith)
October 24, 2022
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We Taste-Tested the 4 Most Ethical Chocolate Bars (/sierra/we-taste-tested-4-most-ethical-chocolate-bars)
Choosing candy that is slavery- and deforestation-free
By Jen Rose Smith (/sierra/authors/jen-rose-smith)
October 27, 2022
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